and had already proved. himself against 


senior runners both over the county and on 
the track. 


One remembers in the carly summer, the 
S.L.H. club's 6-mile track championship 
on the Tooting track. The youthful Pirie 
followed on the heels of Tom Richards, 
over 20 years his senior ; the long strides 
of the tall and slim Pirie contrasted with 
the marathon style of Richards. Richards 
Went away on ‘the last mile while Pirie 
finished 2nd. 


Gordon Pirie was called up in June and 
went into the R.A.P. He appeared to have 
the Surrey Junior mile well in hand but fell 
on the last bend-and finished 3rd in 4:47, 
In-spite of injuring a blood vessel in the leg 
as a result, 4 weeks liter he won his heat in 
the Southern Junior mile in 4:38 and 
finished 4th in the final in 4: 34°6. Simi- 
larly he won his heat in the A.A.A. Junior 
mile in 45346 but suffered again from 
having to run the final not long after and 
was Sth in 4:38. His outstanding ability 
had now attracted attention and later in the 
summer, at only IS years of age, we find 
him R.A.F. reserve for the Inter-Services, 


The cross-country season before this 
winter, saw young Pirie making hay in 


senior races. His wins included Lloyds*® 
Bank and Inter-Banks and matches at 
Cranwell, beating the senior  R.A.F. 
champion. The Wednesday before’ the 


Southern he was Mrst in the R.ALP. area 
eliminator race, beating Harrison. He won 
the Southern Junior at Eastbourne on the 
Saturday, from his brother Peter and the 
following Saturday wen the R.A.F. senior 
cross-country championship, 


Phere is no doubt he was suffering from 
the effects of this exacting programme at 
Aylesbury a week later, when he was well 
behind Peter in the National Junior and 
finished = 16th. Nevertheless he soon 
regained form to get 4th place in the Inter- 
Services, the first RAL. oman to 
finish. 


During the past year, however, we find 
more planning in his racing programme, 
going from. strength to) strength with 
improving performances and not too many 
of them. Before the 1950 track season we 
find him putting up second fastest time in 
the 4th stage of the London-Brighton relay. 
His first track performance to attract 
attention was a 4:23 mile in the L.A.C. 


OM PILE vA 


“yelays. 
record of 4:32 in the R.A.F. Transport 


His triumphs included a new mile 


Command meeting. Then he won the 
R.A.F. mile in 4:20, beating. Ellis of 
T.V.H. and Robinson, Public School 
record holder. Pirie ran disappointingly in 
the A.A.A. mile, clocking 4 : 27 and failed 
to reach the final. No doubt he was a 
little Overawed by the occasion, his first 
senior A.A.A. championship. However, 
leading until the last lap in the Inter- 
Services mile, he recorded 45195 to 
finish 3rd to Chattaway and Morris. 
Further, in the match between the RUA. 
Middlesex and Civil Service, he was again 
3rd in the mile to Len Eyre (4: 12-2) and 
Parker, Pirie’s time was 4.5 19°8, accom. 
plished at 19 years of age. A win in the 
Inter-Banks mile (4 : 26°8) and a lap in the 
Surrey road relay equivalent to 14:30 for 
3 miles, were added as comparative minor 
achievements. And now to the ‘current 
cross-country season in which he) has (° 
established himself not only as one OF our | 
most outstanding Junior runners but as, 
serious threat (o our senior talent, ~ 


Gordon won the Gibb Cup, the club 
$-mile senior cross-country, in October, 
front Peter. Stone, the senior southern 
champion, was | min. 26 secs. behind on 
this occasion, November finds Gordon 
Pirie winning the Blackheath! “ mob. 
match” with 104 starters, from Peter, by 
over 2 mins. He beat his brother Peter by 
Io min. in the Inter-Banks in December. 
All these races were held over cxacting 
courses from Coulsdon. He won the 
Surrey Junior championship in Richmond 
Park, on January 13th, beating the course 
record by $7 secs. The course was 4 full 
S niles and inclided two steep hills, 
Oxford and Cambridse runners races over 
this course. Pirie’s tine was 27 512, 
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ASTERLY running by Dr. Frank Aaron, who finished 
first in the Inter-County Cross-Country Championship 

at New Hythe, Kent, gives hope that he will gain the inter- 
national title last won for England by Jack Holden in 1939. 
He completed the 7} miles on Saturday in 39min 34sec, fully 


200yds ahead of the field. 

He was winning this event for the second year in successi 
and although another Yorkshireman, L. Eyre, doished third toy 
could not prevent Lancashire, even without W. Hesketh (influenza), 

securing the, county champion- 
ship for the third year off the 
reel. Lancashire placed all their 
scoring six in the first 18 to finish 
and thus retained THE DaILy 
TELEGRAPH Cup. 

A arying wind during the mornin, 
and a spell of sunshine made con- 
ditions better than had been ex- 
pected. Most of the 27 counties, a 
record for the event, were at “ull: 
strength. and of the leading runners 
only Hesketh, D. W. M. Haw (York- 
shire) and R. G, Gosney (Hampshire) 
were absentees. : 

When the 240 runners were sent,ot 


the young Surrey Junior champion 
D.A.Pirie, rushed to the front, followed 


| 


of . /\ 
5 ee fe an; , 
e082 - CKD ii bi ha odin ica, Ol 
‘ OW - COUN UY AHP Lat § J by Pearsall, of Worcester, and Walk 
— : ( UN { al \ Hv Hi (drs {tl . the Surrey oiler champion. and this 
3 ‘ ae trio were in the lead half-way round 
the first lap. 


Then runners from Lancashire and 
Yorkshire started to move Up, and at 
two miles Aaron, the English cham- 
pion, caught Pirie, and Eyre, the Em- 
pire three miles champion, had gone 
into third place, with Saunders (Lan- 
cashire) close on his heels. Just be- 
hind them were other Lancashire and 
Yorkshire runners, and at the end of 
the first lap it was clear t at the race 
would prove another Northern 
triumph. 

Aaron, despite 1a 
cent weeks, was in € 
on the flat, over the 
through the plougt 
was: always smoot 
Leading by 100 yar 


ii< =~) CY a G Te a / 05 ( : 


racing in re- 
ent form, and 
7 country and 
a his progress 
and confident, 
at the end of 
more than -five 
ed, he doubled 


this _ advantage during the final 


YOUNG PIRIE’S FEAT 
Impressive as was Aaron’s running, 

no praise can be too high for Pirie, 
who at the age of 20 and in virtually 
his first big senior test beat all but 
Aaron in a truly run race. His time 
of 39min 59sec, s 
than that of Eyre, \ 
to beat Saunders i third place. 

————— Lancashire again displayed great 
team tactics and their young side 
appear likely to keep the title for 
several years, for ail are capable of 


FRANK AARON, English champion further improvement Z 
Yorkshire put up a great fight and 
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: for the 3rd successive year, is a courage- with Aaron and Eyre running in the 

> x first three places they looked at one 

ee ous runner and bound to be well forward: Srst tes if they might give their old 

he is see re wi > isi iH rivals a close strug As it was they 

e seen here with the rising British were a good second with 93 points, 

star GORDON PIRIE (South London Kent doing well to beat Middlesex for 

> third place. 

Harriers), Gordon's fathe > Dinan Surrey improved a little on last year 

7 ther, Alex, Pirie by getting fifth, but Warwickshire 

is a former Scottish Internationalist were not as prominent as 12 months 

. ago and went from second to sixth 

position. 


— ———— ne After the race more than 350 
competitors, officials and county 
representatives were entertained, by 

the directors of Aylesford Paper Mills. 
over whose ground the race was hel 
Mr. G, Simon, General Manager of 
THE DAILY TELEGRAPH presenting the 
trophy and medals the successful 
competitors. Resuit: 
INDI PF. Ag 


CADET PIRIE 
STILL KEEPS | 
HIS RECORD 


By GUY BUTLER 


(ye a few of the young- 
Sonne in the Air Training 
Unbiite championships, at 

> ge, viously knew ite 
a lot about athletics, 7 ore 


I was, t 
a Workimer example, impressed by 
[Morris wanlike junior miler, K 
—good may von, ie 4mins. 45.2secs. 
a day whea y for a 15-year-old on 
about. en thefe was some wind 
He was ; 
better as disappointed - 
D. Pirie? record made by  Gader 
ac in 1947 Pirie wa anew 
Know as Gord 3 rie we now 
; ‘ rdon. At i 
did 4mins. soe At that time he Ye 
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+——— - “FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN” 
International Cross-Country Match 


| SHEFFIELD, APRIL 14th. 
— = Se WEATHER was cold and sunny at 4th, F. Sarjdo. (C.S.), 41.58; Sth, J. W. 
the hilly Graves Park venue. and Stone (S.), "42.08; 6th. F. Norris (N.), 
| _the turf in surprisngly good condition, 42.10; 7th, rt harlesworth (S.); 8th, D.J. 
ae i The big event of the day was preceded by Thompson (S » Oth, P. Hollywood (N); 
a representative match between Com- 10th, C. Mé AY (M.); Tlth, M. Jackson 
bined iervces, Universty Athletic Union, (N); 12th. J Wild (N); 13th. J. E. Nichols 
a and tte Northern, Eastern, Midlands and (N); 14th. v Walker (N); 15th, A Binder 
Southern C.C. Associations. Led by the (M); 16th, S° RY Dean (M); 17th. T. 
band of the Hallamshire Regiment. in full Dalton (M); 18th, EB. P. fone (S); 19th, 
ceremonial dress, the teams marched past W. McMinnis “(C:S.); 20th, TT. Bird 
a saluting base and then several hundred (U.A.U.). Teams: Ist, South (2, 5. 7, 8, 
pigeons were released in Olympic fashion. 18. 23). 63: 2nd. North (6. 9. 11, 12. 13. 
~ On the downhill start, Harry Hicks 14). 65; 3rd. Midlands (3. 10, 15. 16. 17 
forged ahead with Gordon Pirie on his 21), 82; 4th Combined Services (1, 4. 19, 
heels and, at the half mile mark. the order 22, 26, 28). 100. 
. was: Hicks, Pirie and Doug. Thompson. 
With Hicks fading, Pirie moved into the 
lead so that at 14 miles. with the field 
7 starting to string out. he was 20 yards 
clear of Thompson then Sando. Charles- 
worth, Norris, Hatton. Gray. Hicks, 
Jackson and Hollywood. Next time 
| round (3+ miles), Pirie was 30 yards 
| ahead. followed by Hatton. Sando. 
Walker, Thompson, Norris. Gray. 
Charlesworth, Hollywood. ickson, 


Binder, Stone and Nichols. The team 
count at this point. showed the South 
leading the North by 64 points to 66. 
With Pirie increasing his lead. the 
54 mile mark came up with the order: 
Piriz, Walker. Hatton. Sando. Norris. 
Hollywood. Gray. Charlesworth. Thomp- 
son and Stone; and mainly due to 
determined running by Hofiywood., the 
North totalled 61 against the South's 69. 
On the last jap, run amid a fi 
snow. Belgrave’s Chas. Walker. slightly 
closed the gap with Pirie. who. : 
ass. ran out a comfortable win 
yards. with another two juni 
Hatton and Frank Sando. comi 


- PIRIE leading early in the National Junior C.C. Race™ 
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| E ¢ in in 
b fine style. Excitement mounted «s it was 


Het 
ory KEL ia ae 2A 


seen that the Southern runners were put- 
ting in all they knew on this last lap and. 
b : with Fit. Lt. Stone gaining five places. 
they closed in to a two points victory 
over the Northern lads. Stone. inciden- 


b tally, is training specifically for Marathon 
under the pre-war ever-smiling Marathon 
. j f star, Sam Ferris; but it didn’t seem to 
| G6 | é affect his speed over that vital last lap. 
! Individual placings : ist, D: A. G. 
weet Pirie (C.S.), 41.28; 2nd. C. W. Walker 
} (S.), 41.37; 3rd, R. Hatton (M) 41.41; 


INTERNATIONAL MILITARY C.C. 
CHAMPIONSHIP PS 


Freiburg, Germany, April 22nd. 
Distance 5 Miles 100 Yds. 

Well organised by the French Army. 
the French team, including as it did 
three internationals, were confident of 
success, but the British team repeated the 
recent International success with another 
fine victory. Grandly led by Gordon 
Pirie, with Frank Sando never far_be- 
hind, the British team were behind 22-28 
after the first lap but pulled up on the + 
second lap to win by two points. 


1 LAC Pirie, D.A.G. (Britain) 27.95 
2 Pte. Herman F. (Belgium) ... 28-05 
3 Pte. Sando (Britain) ............ 28-15 
4 Pte. Mahjoub N. (France). a3 28:26 
S Lt. Gailly E. (Belgium) ...... 28.28 , 
6 Sgt. Lahoucine B. (France)... 28.38 


7, Cpl. Kadhouri K. (France) 28.40; 8, | 
Ptc. Ben Said A. (France) 28.41; 9, F7Lt. 9 -—— 
Stone J. W. (Britain) 28.43; 10, Lt. Birch 

D. C. (Britain) 28.50; 11, Me. Dillien E. | 
(Belgium); 12 Sgt. Bromley J. (Britain’: ._——— 
Sgt. McMinnis W. (Britain) was 17th. 


P . Dts | 
Cross-country runner who Teams: oe | 

trains in heavy hob-nailed army { ‘Britain OR3:910) ccs dec = 

boots is, 21 tomorrow, D. A. G. 2 France (4.6.7.8) 25 


Pirie, of Coulsdon. 
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H. HARTING (Netherlands) leading from D. A. G. PIRIE, J. H. WOOD, C. J. 
CHATAWAY, C. W. BRASHER, D. JANSSENS (Belgium) and W. E. LUCAS in 
the 2 Miles [nternational race at the British Games. 
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4 f of. 2 a ’ G at As so often happens, the most 
fi * ep W\ | +7 j ( looked-forward-to event on the pro- 
e . gramme, the mile, was a __dis- 


appointment. With Roger, Ban- 
nister opposed to Chris Chataway, 
Gordon Pirie and others of note, 


i : Does this June event forecast a far greater victory in July? Roger the 4.15.2 record of the late Jack 
t Pi ‘ he Ki . d T h ‘I t Lovelock was expected to be beaten, 
Bannister gets home an easy first int tmnaird i rophy mile a put no one seemed particularly 


oi at . keen to set a fast pace with the 
Chiswick Stadium. result that the three-quarter mark 
was reached in 5.19.6. 
hereupon Chataway shot off, 
y pursued by Bannister and 
Pirie Bannister’s long — stride 
eventually devoured the interven- 
ing space and he passed his man 
with 80 yards to go, winning in 
a 4.16.2. his last quarter having been 
completed in something like 56.3 


sec! 
PIRIE’S BEST 
Pirie also got by Chataway beat- 
ing him by 4-10thsec in 4.16.8, his 
a ee ee fastest time to date. - j 
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D. A. G. Pirie, British six miles champion 
at the age of 20, and a great Olympic 


SIX MILES.—D A G Pirie, S. London f., 
32sec (British, 
lish Native record, championship best), 
Manchester A 
50, 2; C M Gray Sma‘l Heath H., 30min 
C Birch, Leeds Harehills 
Belgrave H., 
Essex Beagles, 
“ E Aaron, Leeds St 


shisiaahe | 


THREE MILES.—W 


5; R F Robins, 


Valey H). 14/14 


big thrill of the meeting 
in the three miles when 
ell, and after lap after lap of 


ven men with a chance of 
—Chataway, Beckett, } 
(who had won the six 
the previous 


ne chances of five of them died’ 
after the commencement of 
1st lap. however. for Chataway 
off with Beckett hard on his 


Se ne ee 


straight t 
distance between them 
the field widening i: 
dimensions 


xett drew level and then they 
raced down the home straight 
the greatest track duels I 


25 vards to go Beckett got 


losirg the 


by so small a margin that 


be separated. 


mite times were: 4-36.8. 4-50.2 


A.A.A. CHAMPIONSHIPS.~ 


410 


Gordon Pirie (with Walter 
Hesketh. 


Rain was pouring down throughout 
lustering wind, the 
ules was covered 


At this stage, Philip Morgan, the 
Oxférd Blue, heid z commanding 
lead. but not for long. A.A.A. cham- 
Pion Roy Beckett 3 kly took- the 
initiative and -led at two miles, 
covered in 9min 25sec. Obviously it 
was going to be a fast race. 

Another lap and Beckett, Slykhuis, 
Gordon Pirie and Alan Parker, the 
four leaders, had lost the rest of the 
field. 

Disappointment here was the 

sight of Beckett dropping out with 

pi trouble, which developed 
uring training, 

With three laps t 
pie rine, es unaf 

ue race for Brit last Monday 
sprinted in the hope of eaenine bey 
gap, ‘but although he succeeded in 
eaving Parker, “ opery Slyky” 
was not to be fooled and followed 
close on Pirie’s hee : 

With the pace 
normal again, Par 
Tivals and took the 

Running with gre; 
eects Lancastr 
Stepping it out, t Pirie was fe) 
ee any. Up he went again still 
ollowed by his shadow, SlyKhuis 
and at the bell it was Pirie piling on 

€ pace. Then it happened. : 

With 350 yards to go the 28-year- 
eld Dutchman dashed into the lead 
arom exactly the same spot as he did 
eh moe Wooderson in 1946. 
otc there was no Sydney to 


PIRIE’'S FASTEST TIME 


He was too strong for Piri 
1S s f rie. 
away with every stride, and Tu 
with perfect rhythm and co-o 
tion, he scored a 20-yard 
ryan gy returning ! 
ne of 14min 3sec and Alan 
ore. an ain 4.4sec—a wondeun 
y e€ 9 Y¥ i 
Hereiiene. se two young Olympic 


go, the 20-year- 
ted by his six- 


ling down to 
caught his two 


power, the 23- 
really began 


Going 
inning 
rdina- 
victory 
his fastest-ever 


D, A. G. Pirie 


Ware Cee [91 
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Conditions were appalling.’ Un- 
ceasing rain. 
made ools of 
water, but Hes-'- 
keth is used. to 
plough and 
meadow — he is 
junior cross- 
country cham- 
pion—and, more- 
over, lives in 
Manchester, so 
that he was tho- 
roughly at home. 

I revel in this 
sort of weather, 
he said. 

By the fourth 
mile the French 
pair were done 
with and it be- 
came Hesketh v 
Pirie. They could 
have strolled 
home, but Hes- 
keth was given 
the tip he might 
beat Alfred 
Shrubb’s 1904 
time for five 
miles if he 
pushed himself 
—and off he 
went dropping 
Pirie, churning 
through _ the 
pools at -tremen- 
dous pace. 

Shriubb’s record 
went for a new 
figure of 24min. 
28.4sec, and as 
he broke the tape 
Hesketh gave us 
. ed fone 

. six-mile time o 
Hesketh splashes 3o0in “13 asec. 

through. France’s cham- 

pion, Mimoun, 

nad decided, after all, not to 

n. A pity. This Manchester boy 
would have cracked him, I think. 


A. B. PARKER (14), P. R. 
LUCAS (12), W. 


miles at the Festival British Games at Whitd City, 


winner. is No. 7. 


Three Miles,—-W. S 

A Pir 
Parker (Christie) 3, 
( Birchfield H.) 4, H. J. 


Hicks (Hampstead H.) 5, P. R. Mor- 


Ll. MORGAN (13). D. A. G. PIRIE (behind Morgan), 
BECKETT (beside Lucas) leading early’ in the three 
W. SLIJKHUIS, the eventual 


huis (Nether- 
ie (S. London 
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uv Sukosavia Fa 
oe “fe OW does Pirie do it? And what 
y ig [ |“ H1) will be do in the future? He 
SS a has upset all accepted athletic 


ideas: We must now revise standards 
carefully built up over a hundred 
years. We just cannot estimate what 
} Pirie will do—until he does it. He is 
‘an athletic revelation. 


i 
y P 
It comes from a combination of 
'\ heredity, sheer hard work (along new 
{= lines widely criticised as dangerous and 
ara: hopeless), and a fortunate chance that led 
him to start the ideal training for distance 
, running, quite unwittingly, at the age of 
- eight. . 
% Heredity plays a big part in sport. So, 
‘ though Pirie was not born until 1931, his 
t story, begins before that. Before 1926, 
’ even: for, by then, his father, Alick Pirie, 
was a Scottish cross-country international. 


“Coming South, Alick joined one of 


_ Nor did the tension ease in the 10,000! § 
metres. The British runners in white and the 
Yugoslavs in red changed positions continually 


the 1948 Olympic torch on part of its 
journey to Wembley. 


As he carried it, he was escorted by 
a seventeen-year-old youngster; Douglas 
Alastair Gordon Pirie, Alick’s third son. 


Despite his Scots name, the vest that 
Gordon Pirie wore when he succeeded his 
father in the International Cross-Country 
Charhpionship bore, not a thistle, but a 
rose: for he was born in Leeds, though he 
has been a Londoner since he was four. He 
lives, in fact, just across the road from 
the South London Harriers’ training area 
on Farthing Down at Coulsdon in Surrey; 
and it is there that he carries out .the 
gruelling, unpublicised preparations~ for 
his glorious triumphs. 

Lucky that he happens to live there? 
Luck had nothing to do with it. 


Pirie chose the house because it overlooks 
Farthing Down. 


Alick: 


as the race developed. One Yugoslav dropped 
back, but Mihalic showed the tremendous, 
fighting spirit which had been characteristic 
of the Yugoslavs’ racing all the afternoon, ; 
However, Pirie’s relentlessly even lap timing § 
throughout the race gave him a reserve of 
energy when the bell rang. In the last lap he : : ‘ oot. xa 
ran away from Mihalic to win decisively DY rg gusagnela dnd the wslown, <n 10008 
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championships, but he did not seem tired. 
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Pirie 
battled on 
to win 


From ROY MOOR 


ATHENS, Wednesday. 

ESPITE, set-backs. due to 
stomach illness, Great Britain 
won the first day in the floodlit 
athletics match at the Olympic 
Stadium here tonight and lead 
by 47 points to 38. | £ 
The British team overcame the: & 
handicap nobly—especially Gordon 3 
Pirie, the South’ London Harrier, 


when Bill Beckett, British ares | : pos : eee ics i 

‘ F Aekt ye from the cae a ‘ ; panne | 
fee senor ek aoe H APXH TOY @AYMAZIOY AQAOY TOY HPQ:! KOY MAYPANOZTOA OY: _ Eivon ot : spore Sere 8] 
"Lett to wage a lone battle against kovpoag tav 5.900 yt. dou o Bava aio TrpwtagdAntns Hag CXL Lovo O% oO A = i ee ee KATE TEIPayy 
the Greek star Mavraposteles, who Mévpu ci}a Kai émAngiaoe TO pexdp Tou femituxay toy Baupyaciov ypor>2 19.0%. CKOIVGVTAL K 


' 
was leading at the start of the last: £E, cptotepov: Méipu (23), Mweket (12), Maupanogtodog (52) Kat Me dtdavng. | 
lap, Pirie went to the front down the 
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Geant Reta v Tee, us 19ST. 


the Greek’s challenge to win with a 
vowerful finish in i5min. 3.3sec. 
Yet again the British distance runners 


proved more than a match for their Opposl- 
tion. In the 5,000 metres race the lead change¢ 
several times in the slowly run first mile, 
which was completed in about 4min. 50sec. 
Then Pirie wisely took the lead and Chataway 
cheerfully slipped into his favourite secon I 
Position. Coshgul, who ran a 14min. l3sec. 4 
three miles in Britain last year and has a finish j 
to be respected, was clearly below form, anc 
by quickening the pace Pirie enabled the 
leaders to drop him at about 4,000 metres. 
Then Onel, the Turkish 1,500-metre reco! 
holder, seemed a potential danger, but 
, Chataway started his finish first in the back i 
jStraight. Onel was carried past Pirie, 100, but § 
|as Chataway lost him in a devastating sprint 

| finish Onel was passed by Pirie. Chataway S$ 
jtime was I4min. 56.5sec, the approximate 


TAN Rak 
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Pirie, completely recovered from his race of 
yesterday, won the 10,000 metre event by 300 
metres. After a slow first mile he led all the 
| way, finishing in a time of 32min. 29sec. (just 
junder 32min. for six miles). 


—— 


|equivalent of a 14min. 25sec. three miles, but 
this last lap was completed in 6(sec. 


Luck has had little to do with Pirie’s 
planned, worked for success—apart from 
the chance that made him unknowingly 
start training at eight. 


A great American coach, the late 
Lawson Robertson, once said that distance 
running was not just something you 


Britain’s oldest clubs, South London 
*.Harriers — the famous ‘ Irrepressibles ’ 
—and he was a member of the great S.L.H. 
teams that carried so much before them in 
the nineteen-twenties. Moving up to 
‘Marathon running, Alick Pirie was still 
racing until quite recently; and he carried 


the Surrey 


—In 
County C.C. Championships held at Oxted 
on January Sth, both our teams were placed 


third. Gordon Pirie pulverised the field 
over the seven mile course and won in 45.05, 
24 mins. ahead of Chas. Walker (Be'grave). 
F. J. Orton 13th. P. J. Pirie 16th, J. G. 
Za-"as 25th, C. E, Puddicombe 26th. and T. 
Riz cards 37th, wer our other scoring coun- 

event over five miles, 


ters In the Junic 

Pet Driver was our first man home in 
fou:-h place, running with more confidence 
thas he usually does over the country, 
bacted up by Colin Wilson. who was eighth 
in enly his second big championship race, 
and Peter Pitt eleventh. Had Mick Firth 
not been prevented from running owing to 
an injury, we would almost certainly have 
“ nipped” Herne Hill Harriers, but M. FP. 


~ Walmesiey. thirty-first, ran well to assure us 


a place. With Mick back in the team we 
look forward to the ** Southern * with great 


confidence. 


trained for, but a habit of life begun 
ideally in boyhood with long days . ; 
outdoor pursuita. oe SEE Te . 

Gordon Pirie, at eight, had never 
heard of Lawson Robertson: but his 
favourite pastime then, and for the sub- 
sequent six years, was going after 
butterflies and birds’ nests, staying out all 
day cycling, walking or running miles, and 
coming home scratched, with torn clothes. 
He may have worried his mother, but he 
was laying the foundations of distance 
running success. 


At 12 he was racing at school, was 
frequently off 6n five- and six-mile runs, 
and had joined the Harriers. From that 
day to this, competition has been con- 
tinuous in school, Army Cadet Corps, Air 
Training Corps—he served in both!— 
R.A.F., Inter-Services, club, national and 
international events. His present success, 
sceptically hailed in some quarters as 
‘ overnight,’ is actually the result of ten 
hard preparatory years. 

In hundreds of races, one that gave 
him particular satisfaction was the 1950 
Inter-Services Mile Championship, in 
which he finished just behind the already 
well-known Chris Chataway. 


VAN DE WATTYNE 
‘BAT PIRIE A HANNUT air! Winner was Edouard Dillien whose 


Pirie and Sando brilliant ! 

RGANISED by the Brussels news- 
@) paper Le Soir, once again we had a 

tremendous spectacle of mass racing 
and then the “piece de resistance,” the 
international race in which 20 specially 
invited foreigners clashed with the cream of 
the Belgian athletes. 

Firstly, to deal briefly with the massed 
start races. The starting arrangement was 
absolutely unique—the flashing on of a 
bunch of sodium tubes placed in front of a 
reflector about 100 yards ahead of the 
starting line. It will be remembered that 
last year a false start by the field of several 
thousand in the ‘* Cros Populaire ” resulted 
in mounted policemen galloping crazily 
after the runners for a mile to order a recall. 
The very powerful sodium starting lamp 
proved very effective. 

In the “Cros Populaire,” the field of 
over 3,000 was followed round the 43 mile 
course by a red helicopter piloted by a 
Britisher and a tremendous sight the 
surging mass must have appeared from the 


father had won the race exactly 20 years 


'm Hannut (Belgique), Van de Wattyne ago. Over 600 competed in the Youths 
“a battue un fot partiouligrement riche de race won by Julien Schots, of S.C. Ander- 
crossmen, parmi lesquels Pirié, Theys, lecht. Some 600 lined up for the Junior 


co. Ainsi, de loin, Il continue sa _ 


lutte contre Mimoun. race which went to Denis Jouret by a 


comfortable margin—an outstanding pro- 
pect this lad. 

However, to come to the big event of the 
day. At the start the Dutchman, Van der 
Verdonck, showed ahead of Wauters and 
Theys with Pirie and Sando going along 
easily in the rear. At ? mile Vandewattyne 
had gone ahead and quickened the pace 
followed by Theys, De Duytsche, Slijkhuis, 
Daniels and Driss with the English lads not 
in the first dozen. At the mile mark Gordon 
Pirie put in a fantastic sprint to move 
through the field and take a definite lead. 
Then came Theys, Vandewattyne, Slijkhuis, 
Serreols, Smets and De Duytsche. By the 
mile and a quarter mark Vandewattyne had 
pulled up to Pirie, then, 10 yards behind, 
came an echelon made up of Theys, 
Slijkhuis, De Duytsche, Serreols, Hesketh, 
Daniels, Van Laere, Wauters. Paris, Driss, 
Lecat. Soucours and Saunders. The French 


“Criferrlum Ves AS 


Belgium, 24th November 


looked to be in a position to attack ; 
body but no challenge was forthcomin 


Sando Strikes ! 

The 21-year-old Aylesford runner had 
been tucked in behind but the next kilg 
metre showed him moving through in great 
style to fourth place, Walter Hesketh 
having strode strongly into the lead close] 
followed by Pirie and Vandewattyne. Th 
field was now beginning to string out and 
soon afterwards, the Flying Dutchman 
Wilm Slijkhuis, dropped out saying that the 


going did not suit him. At the hali-way}_ smashed that world mark t00,| 


stage, end of the first lap, Pirie, Vandewat. 
tyne, Sando, Hesketh and Theys wer, 
together and clear of the next men. Here jt 
was that Pirie accelerated suddenly, Vande. 
wattyne couldn’t hold him. The ga 
increased, 20 metres, 30, 40... with 
Vandewattyne and Sando fighting out 4 
desperate battle as were Theys and Hesketh 


another 10 metres back. Sando shook off—-—7and at one time was nine seconds in der grofartigen 


the Belgian and went after Pirie but could 

not fully close the gap. Both English boys 

looked remarkably fresh at the sine 
whereas Vandewattyne and Theys appeared 

to have put everything into it in the:r lag! 
desperate sprint to the tape. Waltef 
Hesketh has been concentrating on an 
intensive building-up programme and will) 
not start to sharpen up until December, so, t 
no doubt, would be well pleased with his 
performance. Driss and Soucours finished} 
3rd and 6th in this year’s international at 
Hamilton Park but never looked capable of 

challenging the leaders, Geoff Saunders is} 


not yet in dominating form but, since the f 3 


longer and heavier the course the better he} 
likes it, this short, flat course with easy 
conditions underfoot was not in his ?2-our, 
England easily took the team awarc. 

D,. A. G; Pirie (E.), 25 257 3 2. F. Sando 
(E.), 25:59; 3, M. Vandewattyne (B.), 
26 : 03°34, Li Theys: (Bi); 26:04: 3,-Wit 
Hesketh (E.), 26:20; 6, E. de Duytsche} 
(B. Ind.), 26 : 24 ; 7, A. Paris (F.), 26 : 43; 
8, R. Serreols (B.), 26 : 48 ; 9, A. Driss(F.), 
27:06; 10, R. Petitjean (F.), 27 :07;§ 
11, A. Wartelle (Flanders), 27:08: 12.) 
F. Smets (B. Ind.), 27:14: 13. Al 

Be . L 
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——Zatopek’s Olympic record for the 5,000 metres 


— By GUY BUTLER: Berlin, Saturday 


-ORDON PIRIE, wonder-runner from 
-Britain, clipped four seconds off Emil 


in today’s athletics clash between Britain and & 


= ‘Germany in Berlin. DAS SPANNENDE 5009- 


“ : m-RENNEN wurde ei 
And his tearaway 14 sichere Beute der Bri. 


jnutes 2.6 seconds was a haben die Kampfer 
mere 4.4 seconds slower than Semiie oreiuan Runde 
4ne world-record of Sweden’s geht dem Endspurt 


’ n a 
Gundar Haegg. sichiem Gal Later 
; Experts said the 22-year-old spiegeln sich deutlich 
bank clerk would have) die Strapazen der 

morderischen Strecke, 
und unser Schnapp- 
schuf§ hat die ersten 
Drei, die genau in der 


thad it not been for a light rain 
+s _ithat. fell throughout. 


| I talked to him before the race, | Reihenfolge einliefen, 
land, there was no doubt about it wie unser Bild es 
(ne was after the world record.| zeigt, im rhythmischen 
1 


At the finish he seemed quite’ Finish festgehalten: 
ifresh. But he said the track lacked 
liife and in the first three circuits 
ihe could not get going properly | 


vorweg der Sieger, 
Englands berihmter 
Pirie, der die 5000 m 


‘behind schedule. | 
| But, good for Britain, there Is} 


‘now no doubt that he is capable) 
——~of snatching the world record. | 


| Fought it out 


Pirle) won easily from his 
colleague, Freddie Green, but what 
a pity Germany’s Hubert Schade! 

wwas below form. | 

The German. who finished third: 

‘in the Helsinki Olympic 5,000 

metres, had a damaged ankle to- 

_day, otherwise he would have 

pushed Pirie all the way. 

That. I feel sure, would have 
made Pirie run at least fast enough 

_to get inside Haegg’s record. 

— All praise to Green, who fought 
it out with -Schade and finished 
second in 14mins. 27.2secs. 

Tomorrow Pirie will, of course, 
jturn out in the 10,000 metres, and 
Hit will not astonish me if he runs 
lanother very fast race. 

The crowd are always delighted 
iwith Gordon's trick of doing a slow 
lap on the grass after the race. 
This is his method, scientifically; % 
approved, of limbering down. } 


Zeit von 14:02,6 Minu- 
ten gewann. |hm folgt 
sein Landsmann Green , 
(Zweiter), den unser 
Meister Schade nicht 
mehr zu halten  ver- 


| 
mochte, Bild: dpa 


GORDON PIRIE finished uphill in 
storming fashion at the end of the 
Southern Senior C.C. Championship. 


if 

Gordon Pirie acknowledges the cheers of a Berlin crowd for his latest 

__ track feat. He has just won the 5,000 metres for Britain against 
Germany, with team-mate Freddie Green (on his left) second. Pirie’s 
{14min. 2.6sec. on a wet track was 4.4sec. outside Gundar Haegg’s 
world record. hut four seconds factor than Emil Zatonek’s Olympic 


| Gordon Pirie wins the 5,000 metres in Lm. 2.68. for 
‘Britain at the international athletic meeting with. 


You can’t travel without 
filling in forms. Gordon 
Pirie obliges the Swedish 
authorities on arrival in 
Stockholm 


oa 


They used to say 
‘the amazing Zatopek.” 
But now it's “the amaz- 
ing Pirie.” 

And this is how 
Britain’s twenty - two- 
year-old wonder runner 
strode in to yet an- 
other victory — the 
10,000 metres at Stock- 
holm. His time, 29m. 
17.2 was the fastest 
, accomplished by any 
,athlete in the world 
this season. Only one 
man h ever run 
faster — Zatopek him-, 
self, ; 


An 


id 
) 
) . 
) 
) 
) 
} 
) 
) 
) 
) 


PUBLIKIDOL 


Hur bejublade de svenska kano-} 
Hallsta, Wolfbrandt, Ek- 


nerna 
feldt & Co an blev sa stals publik- 
gunsten av en engelsman, ginglis 
fantomléparen Douglas Alistair Gor 
don (nu kommer efternamnet) Pi- 
ric. Hans solojakt efter diverse § 
Zatopekrekord sav en vision av 
den gamla goda_ galatiden da 
| yairldsrekord hérde till vardags- 


|maten pa Stadion. 


PIRIE WINS, BUT RECORD BID 
FAILS BY 0.2 SEC. 


until nearing the 8,000 
metres mark, (His intermediate} 
times were: 1,000 metres—2min. 
44secs. (14secs. better than Zato- 
pek); 2,000 metres—dmin. 38secs. | 


ORDON PIRIE, Britain’s| 
wonder runner, won the 
10,000 metres on the second 
night of the Sweden-Gt. 
Britain athletics match in 
Stockholm last night, but| 
his attempt to beat Emil 
Zatopek’s Helsinki Olympic 
record of 29min. 17sec. failed 
by 0.2sec. 
Sweden won the match by! 


109 points to 103, after they | 


BEST THIS YEAR 


Pirie’s time of 29min. 17.2 


sec. was the fastest in the| 
world this year. Frank Sando 
of Great Britain was second. | 

Zatopek’s world record for| 
10,000 metres is 29min. 2.6seC. | 


He did this in Finland three 
years ago. 


—(8min. 34secs, (11secs. better); 
metres—1llimin. 
(9.5secs. better); 5,000 metres 


metres—17min. 


—20min. 2lsecs. (3secs. better); 
L metres—23min, 
had led overnight by 54-52.| (isec. slower); 9,000 


metres—29min. 
(14.6secs, slower). 


STARTED 100 FAST 


opponents Jansson 
he was four seconds outide 
pek's record. The crowd 
in a bid to regal 


For most of the way it seemed 
Pirie would put up a new world 


record. He was inside Zatopek’s| 


a superhuman task 


full of running. 


half an hour befor 


The final rama all but over- 


shadowed the man who has excited 
all Sweden—Gordon Pirie. 


Pirie, although handicapped by a 


wet track that was two or three 
inches deep in slush at the bends, 
had the crowd cheering from the 
start of the 10,000 metres. 


FASTEST TIME 


The Coulsdon bank clerk romped 


home unchallenged. His time of 
29mins. 17.2secs. was the fastest for 
the distance in the world this year 
and the fastest ever by a Briton. 


He just failed to beat Zatopek’s 


Olympic time, but was well behind 
Zatopek's 
29mins. 2.6secs. 


world record figures of 


After the race Pirie took me to 


‘one bend to show me pools of water 
land oozy mud two or three inches 
|deep. 


He said: “I skidded every time 


|/I came round here. But for that 
I should have run much faster. I 
wil} do better yet.” 


Here are Gordon Pirie's times 
for each 1,000 metres compared 
with those by Emil Zatopek 
when he set up the world record 
of 29mins. 2.6secs in 1950 :— 

i (l4secs better) 
better) 
better) 
petter) 
better) 
better) 
better) 
(sec slower) 
sasecs slower) 
i4.6secs slower) 


Iron man Pirie picks foalskin 
. for record canters 


From RALPH HEWINS: Oslo, Monday 


HEN Gordon Pirie, 22-year-old Coulsdon (Surrey) 
bank clerk, ran the best-ever British 3,000 metres 
(3,218 yards) at Oslo on Saturday he wore a new pair of 
100z. shoes, lighter than many a Paris mannequin’s 
footwear. 


Pirie found a little old cobbler halfway up a mountain 
at Bergen three weeks ago. to make them. The leather is 
foalskin, lighter and stronger than the kangaroo of Pirie’s 


OAGENS JOLONUMMERS 
VAR TeAdsmace piRies 
mATcH MOT KLOCKAN 
gc 2ATOPEKS SKUGEA: 


aT ULL 


° 4“ 
; HAN SKENAVE FRAN & 
“sKU6EAN 14 JEK ¢ EM KICKS 
oce HOU fO (ANGE FORE 


vip 8080 


61CK  \KUGGAN FORBI. 
PIIES TID 


N22 64 fi . 
Sais OR ; British shoes or the calf of the pair he got in Germany. 
VARLDEN - Anere ee only four iron:spikes 
in the Norwegian shoes instead | the mile, has come round to this 
MATCHEN of the usual six and Pirie has | view. — ; 
2ATOPEK~ cut down the thin raw rubber Three weeks ago Haegg was 
* soles to single thickness, except eurins Pirie would be sures aus 
ae . a n two years. ut after seeing 
p(Rié oa hg a me main | pirje run the world’s second best 
TACKA Jar of the S comes. 5,000 metres in Stockholm, 
R Thus he saved several fractions | unpaced on a_ heavy track, 
of an ounce here and there and | Gundar the Wonder has revised 


lightened the burden he has to | his view. 

carry in his long and frequent Pirle is no robot. He can get 
aces. angry. When he was forced to 
He has trimmed down his ‘un in Oslo a fortnight ago to 


running vest and shorts to save §ave the promoters, Pirie said : 


Zatopek 
och Pirie 


Hur Zatopek lépte di han satte varlds- 
rekordet pa 10000 m och hur Pirie 
lopte i torsdagens stadionlopp framgar 
ay nedanstaende. Inom parentes kilome- 


more fractions. “Yes, Iam angry.” 
But he is still young and 
LONG WARM-UP He has learned never to race 
again against his own wishes 
typical of the Iron Man who has occasion, 
begun to make even the tripie That is why he ran only one 
the Czech locomotive, ook like a Berlin for England, instead of 
slouch two in each match. 
before each race. For another ‘Shakable. ‘ 
45 minutes after it is over he He ran his best-ever British 


modest enough to learn. 
This attention to detail 1s unless he can do justice to the 
Olympics winner Emil Zatopek. race in Stockholm and one in 
He warms up for 45 minutes His determination is un- 
3.000 metres at Oslo on Saturday. 


tertiderna. oe : ; ' 
Zatopek Pirle varms sown. He in on time unpaced ‘once more, just to prove 
Oo himse at t rack ad no 
ad oe (2.54) a (2.54 If necessary he requires the hoodoo over him. , 
2000: $82 ou eas os eam manager to get special PEERLESS 
4000: 11.40,5 (2.55,5) 11.31 (2.57 ransport to take him to and 
" 2.5 ; 2.58 the <tadi i = Last month he had one of his 
5000: 14.37 peer ag 14 a @ mH rom the stadium. rare flops here and got a shock- 
6000; 17.31 (2.54 ) 17.24 (2.99 In Berlin month. he gape ing Press. Now. he has put 
7000: 20.24 (2.53 ) 20.21 (2.57 He whole Bi team ae bine things right with himself and his 
8000: 23.20 (2.56 ) 23.21 (3.00 am the bus stadium a eo cisss. is will take on 
9000: 26.15 (2.55 ) 26.19 (2.58 ween ort BBE Gout any Doty over a mile—Mal Whit. 
% ' 2 : eld, America inner f e 
10 000: 29.02,6 (2.47,6) 29.17,2 2.582 Bnet takes, a of nerve for Oiympic 800 metres. in 1948 and 
fa youngster, bu officials and 1952, the British stars Roger 


Varldens nast baste 
mannen Pirie, under sitt 
torsd 


bejublade 
agskvallen. 


lopp i Stadion pa 


10 000-meterslépare genom tiderna, engels~ 


ee other athietes his point of Bannister and Chris Chataway, 
ew or Wes Santee, the American ace. 


After th nd- Sweden : ate 
match in § mer week: He does not mind being beaten. 
Pirie, the groun and afew What he wants is competition. 


" telephones 
e left in the He thinks he can do_ the 


‘clock at night. 7 
= The other runners had gone toa ™ythical four-minute mile if only 

castle 7 banquet 4 : - 
GORDON FIRTE. Shiv ect eee SO otcboy ill_star_ie sou 
lingléparsensation med jéirnvilija, with him to drag the last reserve 


bekantade sig férstds med Boso- PRACTICAL JOKER of strength from_tts_whipeord 


terriingen bara nigra minuter ef- Pj is full 
se ‘ irie is fuil 
ter det att_han anlint.. his sport ae 


PIRIE STROLLS TO professor. He singing, He can hardly walt to meet 


dancing, souvenir nting, and Zatopek and the famous 


practical joking. Russians over three and_ six 
OSLO TRIUMPH prey eka tine comes before 


a ae range is San VAB EG 
n Ss »é q eS 
ORDON PIRIE won the 3,000 nis ambition the ‘world’s Pirle does oe SN 
J metres in 8min llsec at the greatest runner is Work: ThAt ‘you ca A Or eedy cok S 
Oslo Games yesterday. He _ js the way champions are made. tion Gt barley sugar ateting. 
eo S's ta —— ae eee Unless he gets married as We walked miles together in 
The eal. struggle was for second threatened, no expert can see how Norway to find some. It gives him 
place. between Planck (Denmark) anything can prevent him break- the energy he needs. 
and Saksvik (Norway), the former n one mile 
getting home two seconds ahead, . few years. 
but well behind Pirie. _ Even 1 Haegz. retired 
Pirie’s intermediate times were Swedish world record nolder for 
400 metres in 63sec, 800 (2min 7sec), 
1,000 (2-40), 1,500 (4-2), 2,000 (5-25) 
and 2.400 (6-33). 


put takes body. 
usly aS a 


x 
i 
7 
ry 
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KN GLa a eee ea — oe 


<y WASN'T OUT 


| . REFUSES 
ee TO HELP PIRIE’ 


VIEWERS SEE 
‘RACK DISPUTE 


By FRANK ROSTRON 


NOTHER Gordon Pirie record by floodlight | 
A this time in the two miles—was SS y 
a cheering crowd of 15,000 when . a ’ 
running freak set up his eighth ae eo - 
the season at London’s White City las M apt. 

Pirie mowed down the opposition beige “A 
ease in 8mins. 47.4secs. to peat his ows i Deon 
comers’ record, set up 07 the same track three $s 


ago, by two-fifths of a second. 7 
His time also broke Led 
British Empire, National, an 
English native records. i 
But he was still seven secon o. 
behind the world’s best figures 0 
Gaston Reiff, of Belgium. é 
“Phat will have to wait till nex 
season,” said the unruffied Pirie. 


would have been a near 
miracle—even for the fantastic 
Pirie—had he got close to the 
world record last night. 


rack was a little heavy after 
eas was, and the eccentric Pirie 
could not have improved eed 
chances with an amazing, almoss} 
inexplicable, sprint at the end 0 | 
the second lap. 


Goes to front 


iri t the 
rie for once had not taken 
eee at the start. and had ore 
content to run third. But af . 
half a mile he went to the front, 
only for Frank Sando to try to pass 
him round the bend. an sis 
irie sprinted yard for yar 
nis ree memate to the astonishment 
of the experts. 
The pair appeared to ipsele 
momentarily before Peo ge 
record- Ww 
the lead teont 1 his old a 
i é he field. 
—right out ahead of t Preadie 
r also passed Sando, and stuc 
Goggedly tor a mile and a nalf. 
But none of them had the pace 
to stretch the galloping bank 
clerk. It needed a Zatopek there 
Jast night to keep Pirie going. 
Television viewers, like the 
experts, were puzzled over Pirie’s 
tussle with Sando. Let the athletes 
explain. ; 
Pirie: “I knew Sando couldn't 
take me along fast enough, and bites 
determined to keep the inside 


perth.” ; 
Sando: “TI wasn’t trying to pace 
Pirie or help him. {i wanted to 


get the inside lane for myself.” 


ies taceeiad ania Mil 


Pirie Again Lowers the Four 


Miles Record 


By a Special Correspondent 


The joint floodlit sports arranged by Birchfield Harriers and 
Birchfield Cycling Club at the Alexander Ground, Perry Barr. on 
Saturday proved the best promotion of its kind seen in the Mid- 
lands. A comprehensive programme included a match between 
the A.A.A., the Netherlands, Wales and the Midlands, a women's 
match between equivalent sides, a special four miles international 
race, a cycling match for they 
Festival trophy, and three classes 
of horse-jumping. Outstanding 
| was the performance of D. A. G. 
Pirie in establishing a new 
British best and English native 
record of 18min. 35.6sec. in the 
four-mile race. 
Pirie’s time surpassed the previous 
best, ratified at a meeting of the 
A.A.A. in Birmingham during the — 
afterngon, of 18min. 45.2sec., set up 
by himself at the White City on 
July 10 last. 
At the end of the first mile, covered + miles 
in 4min. 39.8sec., it was obvious that intl 
Pirie would succeed, He covered the 


second mile in an aggregate time of 
Qmin, 14.8sec. and the third in 13min. 


stopwatch to D. 


PIRIE’S RECORDS 
THIS YEAR 


English native records set up 
by D. A. G. Pirie at six distances 
this year were ratified by the 
Amateur Athletic Association in 
Birmingham on Saturday. They 
are:— 


Distance Date min, sec. 


Mileanda half May 2 6 39 


May 25 6 35.8 
Sept. 9 6 35.6 
Twomiles .... Sept. 9 8 47.8 


Three miles .. June20 13 41.8 
Aug. 1 13 36.2 

Four miles .... July 10 18 45.2 
Five miles .... July 10 23 34.2 
Six miles .... July 10 28 19.4 
Pirie set up still better figures 
for two miles, 8min, 47.4 sec., at 
the White City last Wednesday 
and for four miles, 18min. 
35.6sec., at Perry Barr on 
Saturday. His six miles time is 
a world record also. 


53.2sec. In so doing he got clear 
away from the opposition, although 
the men who finished nearest to him 
—F. Sando and R. Hatton—did far 
better than they had previously. 


The race, a challenge match between 
the English team that had won the 
International cross-country title in 
Paris last March, and the Rest, was 
won by the reigning internationals 
by 32 points to 50. 


_ Four miles challenge match: 1, D. A, G. Pirt 
South London .. (England), 18min. 35.6scc. 
(British best performance and_ English native 
record); 2, F. D. Sando, Aylesford Paper Mills 
acglend), tenun: atria 3, R. Hatton, Birch- 
fie’ est), min. sec., 4, P. J. Piri 

London (Rest); 5, C. J rail’ Heath 


ficld United (England); 9, W._ P. Ranger, East- 
bourne Rovers (England); 10, W. Boak, Elswick 
(England); 11, A. Chorlton, Manchester A.C. 
(Rest); 12, E. L. Hardy, Derby & Cty (Rest): 13 
A. E.’ Dalton, Birchfield (England); 14, R. Reid 
Birchfield (Rest); 15, D. F._ Foster, Rotherham 
Serene: Team placings: England 32pts., Rest 


BRITAIN’S BEST .. . Gordon Pirie winning the four 
team match to set up yet another record. 


Mayor of Birmingham presents a 
A. G. Pirie, who 
broke the English record for four 


miles 
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‘A FIVE-YARD LEAD | 
FOR NANKEVILLE 


PIRIE PASSES THE BATON FOR THE FINAL LEG 
The crowd were on their feet yelling with excitement. 


A dramatic moment in the 
great relay race at the White 
City. Gordon Pirie takes the 
baton from David Law with 
Sweden leading by 12 yards. = 


UT strides the amazing 
Gordon Pirie (No. 1)... = 
on his way to a new British-all- 

comers’ record for the two miles 

at the floodlit White City 

meeting last night. Time: i 
8mins. 47.8secs. 


Peerless Pirie, running for 
the Banks team, takes a quick r 
lead from J. W. Hovell (Business 
Houses, No. 32), bearded D. H. 
Robinson (Tyrian, 39) and L. 
Blackeby (Stock Exchange, 8) 
on the first lan. 


Their challengers were teams 


But Pirie started too fast. 
That killed his chance oy clock 
ing in at 8mins. 45secs., as 
planned, 


from Sweden—the former world 
record holders—and Germany. 
They're off ! And straight- 


\ ksiiaai . away it became a fight between 
| the British and the Swedes. 


PIRIE: BRITISH | Ralph Dunkley did well to 


hold Olympic finalist Ingvar 


F Eriksson to three yards. but 
2.-MILE RECORD ' David Law lost another three 
yards to another Olympic 
1. finalist, Olle Aberg. 
| So Pirie, at No. 3, started his 
f leg of the relay well behind. The 
a crowd roared as he raced after 
| Tore Lundberg and passed him 
| within 600 metres. 


Cheering dies 


The cheering huShed when 
Lundberg took the lead again. 

But the Englishman went 
after him like a sprinter and 
tore into the straight to give 
Nankeville a five-vard lead for 
the final leg. 


my 
WORLD BID FAILS AT 
7 al N\7 
WHITE CITY | 
BY A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT | 
D. A. G. Pirie added another 
to his long list of British records | 
when he won the two-mile race! 
under floodlights at the White 
City last night in 8min 47.8sec— 
1.6sec faster than C. J. Chata- 
way’s previous best, created on 
the same track last May. 
Although Pirie did not succeed in 


WORLD RECORD HOLDERS. The victorious British 4 x 1,500 
metres relay team had every right to feel pleased with themselves 
When this picture was taken at the White City last: night—they 


ee momenta habeas | 


2 1. BECE i Nankeville was passed at the had just beaten the world record for the event. Their time of 
bre: > world record, as he had| ; ; a ad Fe chases <i i rt 
ap ens dnge gs Pages fort is | half distance by Sune Karlsson. fomin 2sec beat the previous best by 3sec. The team (Lert to 


it was! | He hung on until 200 metres 
| from home, then pulled out 
everything, passed the Swede. 
and hit the tape. 
The crowd‘was on its feet. 
.TViewers were on the edge 


Ricur) are: R. H. Dunkley, D.C. Law, D. A. G. Pirie and G. W. 


nevertheless remarkable si! | | 
Nankeville. 


; Pe aateel 
done late at night and in very cold} 
conditions. : +f oan BO 

One of a big field of well over 88) 
Pirie set the pace from Ene . Starts 
covering the first lap in 63.b5eC anc 


first half-mile in 2min 8.8sec. He ee eee oo. ee 
| was then 30 yards ahead of the next of their chairs. Britain 
| runner, his brother Peter... 4... | had. snatched the record— 
He reached the mile in 4min 21.4sec, | l5mins. 27.2secs. 


85 yards ahead of the next, ana oe 
yards farther on he began to lap & 
field: ; sd-a-halt 
Pirie sped past the mile-and-a- ta 
post in 6min 35.8sec to equa: seta nae 
ss English native record for Che eens 
- aie and finished, to a storm of cheery: 
PIRIE AGAIN. “Wonder” dis- 19sec ahead’ of M. R. Maynare peter 
tance runner Gordgn Pirie winning one bait a minute in front of 
the two miles at the White City, After thus breaking the British all: 
London, last night in 8min. comers’, British national, British 


i > : ive i Pirie 
47.8sec. He now holds all the pire and English jatlve rece: i S| 
sch. > : -ecords fr dulled up scarcely rea PP a | 
‘ British and English records from Reeecametine ay te was ender | 
14 to six miles. better conditions and with someoné | 
| ———_—————— to force him he can cover th | 
| tance many seconds faster. 


GORDON PIRIE, 22- year - old 
Surrey. bank clerk, cross-country 
champion and world record holder 
at six miles, has, by his versatility 
on the running track this year, 
earned himself the soubriquet of 
“the British Zatopek.” — After 
winning the international mile 
race at the White City last Satur- 
day, he said he thought he could, 
if properly paced, run the elusive 
four-minute mile, and above he is 
seen with the aid of a vouthful 
timekeeper and Laurie Reed, a 
promising 17-year-old miler from 
Reigate Grammar School. 


GORDON PIRIE AT WOKING 


:medals. The officials were: mu “qjudet)j 


| 


FAMOUS RUNNER AT WOKING 
FOR 1953 ROAD RELAY } : 


CHAMPIONSHIP 


For the first time on record the Jo 
Underhill Memorial Trophy, and the 1 
Road Relay Championship, 5005 sh 
South London Harriers. The rels 
which was run from Woking Park 
Saturday, consisted of six laps, and 
man from the ten teams competing © 
to run one lap of 2.94 miles. 

Running for the SL, Harriers ¥ 
Gordon Pirie, _Britain’s 22-year” 
wonder runner. Last year in this 1 
he set up a record of 13.26 mins. 
on Saturday he beat his own recor, 
one second. Also running in_ this 
was Gordon's brother, P. J. Pirle,, 5 

The Woking team, although putting 4 
a good show could not match the er 
lence of the other teams. They j° 
placed ninth. The overall time ma 
Woking was 99.45 mins. 

The Woking team w : 
Beedie, G. Edwards, T, Evans, 
low, J. Hone. a Ber 

Herne Hill Harriers (85.4) 2G od 
grave Harriers (86.19) were 


Chairman, presented the trophies 


Norris (referee), Mr. J. Brab ir 
Mr, H. Hathway and Mr. J. H (com f= 
(timekeepers), Me, a. Wates pip < 
petitors’ steward), Mr. . ing i 
(clerk of the course), and Wokin 
(pointsmen). si 

Owing to the non-arrival of yn 
man, Croydon were unable to fn! ot: 
course. Other teams competing 'y 
Guildford and Godalming, EPs che 
Ewell, Surrey, Sutton and 
and Mitcham. 


HE long legs which are taki 

T their owner into the exelngine 
ranks of the world’s greatest 

' athletes strode thrbugh Croydon 
Market to-day to a salad lunch: 

| And as the slim shatterer of track 

| records walked stallholders and/ 
shopkeepers said: “There goes 
our Gordon.” 

For Gordon Pirie, the man who 

| thinks the four-minute mile is 
just a matter of serious train- 
ing, won the hearts of Croydon’s 
market folk long before he 
started bringing White City 
crowds to their feet. 

To-day Gordon Pirie left his 
Coulsdon home and climbed 60 
Steps to his office in the trustee 
department of Lloyds Bank, 
Croydon branch, 

At lunch-time he walked un- 
noticed across Croydon High- 
Street to the market where for 
two years he has eaten his mid- 
day meal at the 54 Cafe. 

As he went there were shouts of 


Gordon Pirie in Croydon to-day. 


“Well done Gordon. Keep it up.” 
Gordon smiled the smile of a 
confident man—a man who is 
working towards a goal, the 
smashing of the records held by 
Zatopek (10,000 metres) and 
Gundar Haegg (5,000 metres). 
To-night, if you take an evening 
stroll across the countryside 
around his home, you will see 
the miracle man of the track 
working to his ‘ beat- the 

records plan.” 


| PROGRESS 

| ¢ ; 

|By the time he goes to bed he 
will have run three-quarters of 

| a mile six times and spent a 

; total of three hours training. 

|He does it by post in letters from 

; Waldemar Gerschler. Each 

| week a letter postmarked Frei- 
burg, Southern Germany, drops 
through his letter-box. In it 
Gerschler, who trained Olympic 
champion Josey_ Barthell of 
Luxemburg, sets Pirie his train- 
ing tasks. 

Pirie reports progress also by let- 
ter—and_ the better he does the 
harder Gerschler makes him; 
work. . i 

Says 22-year-old Gordon, “It’s: 
tough, but it’s the only way.” | 

The way to what? To putting | 
Britain back in the world’s! 
athletic records lists. 

And the man who walked through 


Croydon Market to-day believes 
he can do it. 
When? Says the man they call 


“Our Gordon” in Croydon 
Nraviat> “Tm two years time I 


Wis team, South London Hai 
“won the event in the bes: ever time 
r. 24min. 2sec. Gordon's tine 4 
at Woking on Sat. | iamin 25sec, for the 2.94 miles lap. 


Gordon Pivic sets off on his record 


} 


Surrey County. Road 


breaking jap in 


German coach 
warns: Careful 


build-up 


From ALAN HUMPHREYS 

FREIBURG, Friday. 
ORDON PIRIE’S Ger- 
man coach, Woldemar 
Gerschler, today warned 
the British that they are 
demanding too much of 
their No. 1 record-break- 
ing athlete—and too soon. 


He said: “It may seem 
strange to them to hear 
that such a man with such 
a record must be spared. 
They believe he is already 
at his peak. 


“But he is much too young. His 
development is not yet complete. — 
He must be handled with care. 


“Tf the British er will be 
patient they will get a great 
athlete who will do everything 
they’ expect of him. When I 
told this to Pirie last night it 
was news to him, too.” 


Pirie is nearly 23. Gerschler does 
not expect him to enter_his 
“phase of greatness” until he 
is 26. when “his best distance 
will be 10,000 metres. Then -he 
will go on for six, seven, Maybe 
eight years.” 


Fixed times 


In Freiburg University stadium; 
tena: Gerschler supervised 
Pirie’s two and a half hour non- 
stop training. 

A heavy autumn mist hung over 
the ‘thickly wooded Black 
Forest hills surrounding the 
stadium as Pirie, in a woollen 
bright blue track-suit, jogged 
around for his first hour. 


During his second hour, Pirie 
interrupted his jog-trot, took off 
his track-suit, and raced 1,000 
yards four times, His times 
were not fast for competitive 
running, but fast for training. 


The essence of them was 
Gerschler’s demand that he 
should run each half-lap at 
times fixed in advance. For 
most of them Pirie was exact 
and never more than half a 
second out. 


Mind marathon 


Gerschler is director of the 
University’s Institute of 
Physical Training. He has in- 
troduced a scientific system 
which aims at producing a com- 
plete man or woman rather 
than a running machine. 


The mind and character and 
morale are just as important in 
this system as the muscles and 
lungs. ! 

Pirie has done one “marathon” 
in this visit to Freiburg—a 
“marathon of the mind.” 

For an hour he worked over large 
yellow sheets covered with 
columns of figures which he had 
to add up, but never carrying 
On more than one digit, 

Said Gerschler: “In that test 


Pirie broke all records for all 
sportsmen tested. at Freiburg.’ 


PIRIE and GERSCHLER : They corresponded for a year. 


PIRIE IMPRESSES 
| HIS COACH 


BERLIN, Monday.—Twice today 
/Britain’s record-breaking athlete 
|Gordon Pirie trained in Freiburg 
{University Stadium with his Ger- 
man coach Woldemar Gerschler, 
who has been coaching him by 
letter and telegram. 

Tonight Pirie, asked why he had 
a German coach, said: “ Whether 
it’s an Eskimo or a Chinaman, if 
he’s a good coach that’s all that 
matters.” 

Pirie is to be examined by 
Freiburg’s celebrated heart and 
kidney specialist, Professor Rein- 


dell. 

_Gerschler is greatly impressed by 
Pirie’s intense concentration. “J 
have never seen anything like it 
before,” he declared tonight. 

The runner is staying with his 
coach. Gerschler, who has a son and 
a daughter. said: “He is our third 
child.”"—D.M. Reporter. : 


Pirie Trains in Germany 


Record-breaking Gordon Pirie, 
the 22-year-old British long- 
distance runner, is training at 
Freiburg, Germany, under 
coach Woldemar Gerschler 
(left) and Professor Herbert 
Reindell (right), a leading 
medical authority who has car- 
ried out endurance tests on 
many top athletes. Gerschler 
believes that Pirie will be able 
to crack Emil Zatopek's Olym- 
pic record for the 10,000 metres 
next year. 


RITAIN’S wonder runner 

Gordon Pirie sets off on 
another track dash—this time 
at Freiburg watched by his 
German adviser, Valdemar 
Gerschler, professor at Frei- 
burg University. 

They are together for the 
first time since they met at the 
Olympic Games in Helsinki 
last year. 

In the meantime the profes- 
sor has been coaching Pirie by 
post, 


Pirie Tip-Toes Home 


YORDON PIRIE is back in 

England. He tip-toed into 
his’ father’s Couldon, Surrey, 
home at five this morning after 
a iong train and plane journey 
from the Black Forest town of 
Freiburg, where he nas_been 
seeing his German coach. When 
I phoned his mother this morn- 
ing I was told that he was 
asleep and not to be disturtbed. 

His journey ‘has not been in 
vain. After hours of tests Dr 
Kurt Reindel confirms the vicw 
that Pirie will find his best dis- 
tance at around six_ miles 
rather than the one mile. 

This does not, however, mean 
that Pirie will not try to Close 
the 6.8 seconds gap which still 
separates him from the ».1an- 
tom 4-minute mile. In_ the 
Freiburg psysiology laboratories 
he has been called the man wit 
the Rolis-Royce heart. 


Like most sportsmen, Pirie obliges the autograph 
gentleman: stuff” in athletics. His aim is victory: 


hunters, but he has no time for “English 
“grinding my opponents into the ground” 


— 


———p 


ATHLETICS: ‘I've a long way to go,’ says Gordon 


ZATOPEK WILL ‘RUN’ IN 


NORDON PIRIE, Bri- 
tain’s athlete of the 
year, is to give a one-man 
cinema show at his Couls- 
don home—with plenty of 
repeat performances. 

A newsreel company is 
presenting him with a copy 
of the latest available film 
of Emil Zatopek in action. 

As Pirie has a home pro- 
jector, he will be able to 
study the great Czech run- 
ner’s technique at his 
leisure 

Pirie has left a trail 
of wrecked world, Bri- 
tish_ and English records 
behind him this year but 


he is spurred to even | 


sever training effort by 
he hope of smashing 

Zatopek’s world records 

and of beating him in 

the 5,000 and 10,000 

metre events at the Euro- 

pean championships next 
year. 

He visited the newsreel 
company’s private cinema 
yesterday to see a film 
featuring: sama af tiie awn 


ic 


Britain’s wonder athlete, Gordon Pirie, bank clerk, of 
Coulsdon, Surrey, went to the pictures yesterday to see 
his favourite “villain” — Czechoslovakia’s ace, Emil 
Zatopek, who beat Gordon’s 28min. 19.4sec. six-mile 
world record this month by llsec. The news film showed 
Zatopek in action and Gordon was there to study points 
which might help in his attempt to regain the record 
next year. Here you see him looking at the film. 
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PIRIE’S HOME 


motion in the cutting room 
and told me that he has 
watched the film of the 
last Olympic 5,000 metres 


of Zatopek winning a re; 
cent 5,000 metres race in 
Prague. 

As the Czech flashed 
along the track, Pirie ex- 
claimed: ‘“Can’t the film 
be slowed down to its 
proper speed?" Then he 
remembered that this was 
the race in which Zatopek 
put in a finishing 200 
metres in 29s, 


Better Than Ever 
pect tan A a lel 
“He is running vetter 
than ever,” said Pirie. “I 
have a long way to go be- 


fore I can expect to beat 
him ” 


final, won by Zatopek, 
twelve times. 

“T ran in that final yet 
remember very little 
about it,” he said, “as I 
was semi-conscious for the 
last three laps after taking 
too much out of myself 
earlier in the race.” 

Pirie said he had been 
criticised “inside the 
sport” for placing himself 
in the hands of the Ger- 
man coach, Woldemar Ger- 
schler, who has sent him 
his training schedules by 
post and even by telegram. 
“These critics say I should 
have an English coach,” he 
said, “but Gerschler has 
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"YOUTH NEEDS M 
PING-PONG, JAZ 


OUTH clubs which g0 in. for “a 
lot of ning-nong, jazz and neci- 
ing” came in for outsvoken criticism 
by the headmaster of Purley County 
Grammar School for Boys, Dr. I, 
Birchall, when he svoke at Friday's 
civic reception to Gordon Piric. 
After naying tribute to his old 
pupil—“it’s only six years since he 
won the junior mile at school,”—Dr. 
Birchall urged that. Pirie’s achieve- 
ments should receive more tangible 
recognition in the creation of a 
running track, or—that great need 
of the district—a swimming baths. 
“I don’t want to sound dissatis- 
fied about vouth clubs; they work 
under very great difficulties,” said 
Dr. Birchall. “But one sometimes 
feels that the attitude towards these 


They packed 


ORE SPORT—LESS 
Z AND NECKING’ 


clubs is that they exist for the pur- 
pose of vrotecting the community 
from the spirit of the more rebel- 
lious boys. 

“While youth clubs make a con- 
tribution, I think that many or 
them tend to be of the kind to 20 
in for a lot of ving-pong, jazz and. 
necking, and some of the youth 
might better be employed in other 
ways. 

“A cinder-track and s¥Wimming 
pool would satisfy a long-felt want 
in this district. In the savage! 
north these things were provided | 
fifty years ago, and there should pe! 
more of them in the south. \ id 

“I would like to suggest that the} 
council take very seriously these 
suggestions.” 


~eouncil = hall 


to honour ‘model citizen’ 


TOP citizens of Coulsdon and Purl 
on Friday nizht to do honour t 


ey met. in Purley Council Chamber 
oO one of the nation’s ton athletes, 


Gordon Pirie, whose home is in Coulsdon, and who—in the words of a 


resolution presented to him at the 
his family. to Coulsdon and Purley, 

Scores of cups, trophies, plaques 
and other awards won by Pirie were 
on display in the council chamber 
where the reception was held, and 
over a hundred guests, including all 
the members of the council, were 
present to shake Gordon by the 
hand. | 

The reception was given by the 
chairman of the council, Coun. F. N. 

iton, who, with Mrs. Charltoiww, 
reccived the guests, and introducea 
them to Gordon Pirie and members 

of his family. | 

Coun. Charlton said this was an 
occasion unique and unprecedented 
in the anna‘s of the council. 

After referring to the distinguished 
athletic record of Mr. Pirie’s father, 
and paying tribute to the prowess of 
his brother Peter—‘and I must not 
forget your mother who must regard 
herself as one of the architects of 
your athletic prowess.”—Coun. Charl-: 
ton said that a colossal army of fans 
had followed every step and every; 
stride of Gordon Pirie. 

“A MODEL CITIZEN” 

“And he has done all this with no 
sp-rit of boasting and vain glery in 
his achievement,” said Coun. Char!-! 
ton “It is a great thing for our 
d:strict and for our council to have 
him as a pattepn citizen.” 

One repercussion from Gordon 
Pirle’s achievements was the demand 
in the district for a running track. 
Previous councils had endowed the 
district with parks and open spaces 
but it was a fact that there had 
been no yery great provision for 
athietics, 

The resolution of the council pay- 
ing tribute to Mr. Pirie was read by 
the Clerk, Mr. E. F. J. Felix, and the 
engrossed vellum was then presented 
to him. 

Among those who followed with 
. tribur. were. Siv Ambrose Keeyil, 
'chairms; 4 aEUrrey ‘County Playing 
Fie-ds Association, Mr. Charies 
Doughty, M.P. for East Surrey, and 
the headmaster of Pirie’s old school, 
Dr. H. Birchail. 

Repiying to the tributes, Gordon 
Pirie said he felt like David among 
the Goliaths. 

“Records don't really mean any- 
thing.” he said. “tm still behing 
on world standards, and have quite 
a long Way to go before I am on 


top as far as the world is con- 
carned ” 


reception—has brought “honour to 
and to his country.” 


Those gleaming trophies in the foreground are but a few of the 


honours won by Gordon Pirie, the famous Coulsdon athlete who 

was feted on Friday evening. Mr. Charles Doughty, M.P., and 

Mrs. Doughty (left) and Coun. F, N. Charlton and Mrs. 

Charlton (right) surround Mr. Pirie as he reads the council's 
tribute from his home town. 


ae or Betas Olympic hopes continue to be raised. After 


young Douglas Pirie’s success in THe DaILy TELEGRAPH 
Inter-County Cross-country Championship at York on Satur- 
day who can deny the pleasing prospect of this immensely 
improved young runner getting at least a scoring place in 
the first six of the 10,000 metres at-Helsinki in July? a, 
Pirie put nearly a quarter of a mile between himself and t . 
rest of the field on a skilfully chosen course of one lap rig 3 
4.2 half miles and three of two miles on the Rowntree’s abs 
Ground. The course was just heavy in the best parts and definitely 
heavy in the worst, with a frozen 
surface on the  ploughed-up 
parts for variation. ; 
It zig-zagged over the spacious 
Rowntree’s enclosure and out of it 
D, A. G. Pirie (Surrey), across neighbouring farmland. It 
Byre (rorks) 0427, 2 was fairly flat, but definitely not easy 
Lane 2 and could have been a brute if it had 
?.been a wet day. : 
3 Williams Pirie’s time of 4imin sec was 
q@ (Lancs), 42-59, a x). 42-41, highly commendable, though it was 
Fil: J. Brown, (Hants). 42-49, 1 5, 15; lmin 8sec outside his time of a year 
Ger (Mdde)  aoed . 14; Wild ago over the same di tance when ae 
8 Saetat BTR, TSE Wosunataly © nncrunner this Year 
Ehnslton (xorks), T2-55. 19; ie Hicks But then times in cross-country are 
(Mddx.), 42-56, 20. never comparable. 


. shi, (holders), 3, 5, bs : 

79pts, 1, Middlesex ALWAYS LEADING | 
51, 2; Kent, 7, 18, Gr of ork, 

peers te The lave, ket the Held of 238 

runners off on their arduous trek at 

27+ three o’clock sharp. There agg er 

; 5, 11: Hants : Stretch of 200 yards or ap a eae ine 

glours. Tees ‘605, 14: Sussex. first bend, which Pirie took in the lead. 

687 


305. 


16; Oxfordshire, 706. He was er again headed or even 
ei 8; Wilts, 785, 19;. Leies, challenged. 

ie Sq ant Beds, S70. a2: Challenged. | into a long, lovely, Jop- 

33 ¢ 992, 2 “Cumberland & Westmore- i stride which carried him 

4 Dorset BS “04; Somerset, 1.082. bane Mon- amoothiy ae ee entire course— 

mouths, 1,109, 26: Northants. 1.149. 27. mith pethans w Little Gradent tip- 

toeing over the frozen ground. He was 

always increasing the distance be- 

tween himself and the field and the 

measure of his performance is per- 

haps that he all but lapped the 

. hindermost, that is to ae beating him 

: : i i by_very nearly two miles. a 
DOUGLAS PIRIE, running on his Ad ‘ig now an ease and grace 
own at the head of the huge about Pirle's running, suggestiv wot 
enormous reserves and infinite stayi 
County Cross-country Champion- enormous reserves and infinite staying 
ship held at York on Saturday. es afm histime we Been enyans io 
injs e = 3 hav en better. - . 

me ge on ony me nanen Byre, of Yorkshire, showed the 

minute before the next man home, wage Byte, Of Korkshize, showed the 

Mew tenes mendable persistence but he was 350 

to 400 yards and exactly a m:nute in 

time behind Pirie, whose breathing at 

the finish would scarcely have blown 
out a match. 


50 MILES EACH —_, ai 

There will be custodians of Britain's 

Olympic fortunes who will hope to 

dissuade Pirie from taking part in the 

National (individual) _ cross-country 
championship at Great Barr, Birming- 

ham, on March 8, especialy if the 

ing should worsen. . : 

aire. as indeed is the right of every 

amateur, will decide for himself. He 

has prescribed his oa scine 

keeping in training and ‘t is running. 
“though he will not be 21 until next 

month Pirie, who works in a bank at 

{ é Coulsdon, Surrey, reckons to run 50 
UIT ! .to 60 miles a week. He ran in racing 
Sem F and training 2.700 miles in 1951. He 
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/ - . Ps fp is so much better a runner st it that 
ee by fog Saw fy. % ee he shou:d be allowed to go his own 
rs jz fed Ca are 7 : way 


GORDON PIRIE handing over to brother Peter. 
after his record run in the Surrey County Relay 


—— 


; SOLITARY figure appeared o 
i beauty spot, near Birmingha: 
the winning postw¥.:,.. The-red ba 
once -it- was Walter. Hesketh, cor 


“cross-country title-at his first atter 


Te. 
i aha fa Bayt phe brave, yet 
ry 6ar-Old anchester runner 
finished’ full “of: fire, slamming 415 
Oppanents .and™ beating his «great 
Surrey riyal,-Gordon Pirie, a full 
300 tYards. + ~ 
It- Was a'‘blown and distressed 
Pirle. who ‘\struggled into second 
lace. For nearly eight miles he 
ought it -out, shoulder to shoulder 
with Hesketh.across hilly grassland, 
through a ploughed field, over the 
towering Beacon, and down again. 
| The rest of the field was trailing. 
The watching crowd expected the 
pair to come over the big, hill the 
second time still together. 
Hesketh told me _ afterwards: 


“Going up.ithe hill for the last time 
I.made my effort and, suddenly, 
Pirie was no longer with me.” 


Advice to Pirie 


Pirie ran in: well enough, but was 
soon complaining of a strained | 
tendon, and was carried to the dress- ; 
ing-rooms by his brother. The in-! 
jury must have affected him in the 
late stages—but the winner was 
undoubtedly the better man over 
this alpine course. 

Pirie is lean and frail looking, a 
more delicate racing machine than, 
the sturdy Hesketh. He had’ to} 
shorten his long, flowing.stride to 
negotiate the climbs. 

Hesketh came to the race the 
fresher man. “I’ve saved myself for 
this championship,” he had said, 
“and I am going to win it.” ' 

Pirie might do well to miss the 
international race in Glasgow on 
March 22. The Olympic 10,000 
metres should now be his main ob- 
jective. Hesketh told me he thinks 
he himself will be better on the 


f * d: miles over a.course punish- 
n, 
ist 


Mus ORS- Counter CHAMPIONS HP 
Bienmeuam _ 952. 
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“Criterium des As,” Evere 


(BELGIUM) 


Pirie’s Brilliant Performance 


HE 26th ‘‘Le Soir” cross-country 
T race took place on Sunday, Novem- 

ber 25th, on a water-logged 44-mile 
course in depressing weather. First of all, 
at 10-30 a.m. a youths’ race with over 500 
starters, was run off. Then came the ‘‘ Test 
of the Aces,” the invitation international 
race, with outstanding runners from 
Belgium, France, Holland, Luxembourg 
and England taking part. Then followed 
the mammoth ‘‘ Cros Populaire ” in which 
the field of nearly 2,500 runners went off 
to a false start and had to be chased and 
recalled by mounted policeman amid 
scenes of great excitement, 

However, we are concerned only with the 
race in which the English runners took part. 
After a few hundred yards Gordon Pirie 
was setting the pace ahead of the two 
French Moroccans, Driss and Mahjoub, 
then Eddie Hardy, Lucien Theys and 
Baldwyns. Came the mile mark with Pirie 
still forging along 15 yds. ahead of Theys. 
Vandewattyne, another 10 yds., then 


Gordon PIRIE Baldwyns, Van Laere, Driss, Nevens. 


Serreols, Petitjean and Hesketh who had 
moved through steadily from the rear of the 
field. Theys passed Pirie at around 1} 
mile, but the tall South London man was 
soon on terms again and, at the half dis- 
tance, they were together 40 yds. clear of 
Vandewattyne, then a gap of 50 yds. and 
Driss, Hesketh, Baldwyns, Nevens and 
Saunders in 12th place. On they went with 
the two leaders locked together in a desper- 
ate struggle until the last 400 yds., when the 


1950 international champion, The Is — 
his way ahead to win by 50 yas, ined 
much the worse for wear, with Pirie coming! 
in comparatively fresh. The ace Fiench 
sports writer, Mayer, said afterwards that 
he’d been greatly impressed by Pirie and 
compared him with the great Gundar 
Haegg. Walter Hesketh similarly impressed 
by his nicely controlled race and romped 
home comfortably in 4th place. Hardy, 
who came into the team to replace Frank 
Aaron whose training has been interrupted 
by Achilles tendon trouble, ran a great race 
and beat Driss after a fine tussle. Driss, said 
to be potentially a greater runner than his 
North African countryman Mimoun, on 
this occasion did not run in bare feet but 
his erect, short-striding action is identical 
with that of Mimoun. Geoff Saunders was 
not seen to advantage on this short, flat 
course but will undoubtedly shake them up 
over the full cross-country distance later on. 
The three to count international team race 
was won by- England with 12 pts., Belgium 
“A,” 14 pts., Racing Club de France 
28 pts. 

Results: 1, Theys (Belg.), 26 mins 
47 secs. ; 2, Pirie (E.), 26:58 ; 3, Vande- 
wattyne (Belg.), 27:36; 4, W. Hesketh 
(E.), 27:46; 5S, Nevens (Belg. “B”), 
28:02; 6, Hardy (E.). 28:04; 7, Driss 
(R.C. Fr.), 28 : 07 ; 8, Petitjean (Ind. Fr.), 
28:08; 9, Baldwyns (Belg. ‘“B”’), 
28:09; 10, Van Laere (Belg. “A’’), 
28:11; 11, Serreols (Ind.), 28 : 17; 12, 


(R.C. Fr.), 28:26: 14, Saunders (E.), 
28:29: 15, De Raedt (Ind.), 28 : 33. 


track than over country, so we look 
like being well off for stayers at 
Helsinki. 


i 3 
Peters’s speed 
There was a terrific race for fourth 
place, behind F, Norris (Bolton). 


Frank Sando (Aylesford), only 20, 
| looked certain of it until Jim Peters 


Photo by H. W. Neale. 
WALTER HESKETH (Manchester A. & C.C.) (eventual winner) leading from D. A. G 
(Gordon) PIRIE (South London H.) in the English C.C. Championship at Streit ea 
Last year Gordon beat Walter in the British 6 miles track championship in the new tite 
record time of 29 mins. 32 secs. Subsequently in the Great Britain vy, France match, Walter 
reversed the position, passing the 5 miles stage in native record time of 24 caf’ 


and winning at 6 miles in the new all-comers’ record time of 29 mins 


28 secs. 
13.8 secs. 


came at him 20 yards from the post, 
and just got up. This was a great 
effort by Peters. showing Britain 
has: found a marathon champion 
with finishing speed. 

Another fine performance was Dr. 
Frank Aaron's tenth place. Winner 
of the race for the past three years, 
he had not had much time for 
training He has been busy with 
exains., and. in addition. is leaving 
Leeds this week to take up a post 
at Stockport Infirmary, 


Walter Hesketh leading Gordon Pirie in the Senior Championship. 


CulEF home hobby of the 
Pirie family is making 
mode] aeroplanes. Here they 
are in their Coulsdon (Surrey) 
house. 

Douglas Gordon Alistair—-he 
prefers to be called Gordon— 
who runs for Britain in the 
Olympic Games 5,000 and 
10,000 metres is between his 
mother and father with brother 
Peter on the right. . . 

They are an athletic family. 
Mrs Pirie plays golf. Her hus- 
band, Alick, Scoltish cross- 
country international in 1926, 
is president of South London 
Harriers, of which Peter, also a 
runner, is secretary. . 

As might well be imagined 
this House of Talent is full of 
cups and other trophies. ; 

Gordon owes much to his 
father, a confirmed smoker of 


churchwarden pipes, who en- 
couraged his son to run his 
first five miles at the age of 
ten. This season Gordon 
equalled the world’s second 
fastest time over six miles of 
28 mins 55.6 secs. Later he 
knocked eight seconds off 
Sydney Wooderson’s record 
time for the three miles of 
13 mins. 53.2 secs. 

This tall, dark Scot runs 
about eight miles a day in 
training, often in hob-nailed 
bocts—because he goes so 
much faster when he leaves 
them off. 

His big worry is his large 
appetite. He reckons he spends 
more than 35s a week on food 
to supplement the normal ration 
and one fear of the family is 
that Gordon will be tempted to 
over-eat in Finland. 


Olympic Hopes—By Norris McWhirter 


PIRIE v ZATOPEK | 


IN 1946 Sydney Wooderson 
set a new British three- 
miles record six yards a lap 
faster than any Englishman 
had ever run before. Little 
wonder many thought that his 
record of 13min 53.2sec could 
safely be inscribed in the 
record book in in- 
delible ink. 

Imagine then the 
astonishment of 
25,000 people at the | 
White City Stadium 
when Lt was 
announced that 
Douglas Alistair 
Gordon Pirie had 
broken Wooderson’s 
record by over eight 
seconds, 


Olympic forecasts The ‘Sais When he toured 


for the 5,000 and ‘ 
10,000 metres are hastily being 
amended. To the public at 
large the 6ft lin 21l-years-old 
bank clerk from Coulsdon, Sur- 
rey is a new name, but track 
fans have been watching his 
steady progress for the last five 
seasons, 

Third and voungest son of the 


1926 Scottish cross-country in- 
ternationa] Alick Pirie. Gordon 
was out running five miles 
across country at the age of 10. 

He is a member of South 
London Harriers. In training he 
wears hob-nailed Army boots 
weighing 7lb each—he finds that 
he runs s0 much 
faster when he leaves 
them off, 

Gordon first leapt 
Into international 
prominence last July 
His entry for the 
AAA six miles at the 
age of 20 was 
regarded by many as 
not only ill-advised 
but almost imper- 
tinent, 


round the 24 laps 
28 seconds inside the half- 
hour and broke Dr Frank 
Aaron's British national record 
by 1.6 seconds, it was realised 
that a new star had _ indeed 
arisen. At Helsinki Gordon will 
meet the mighty Czech Emil 
Zatopek, the reigning Olympic 
5,000-metre champion, Pirie is 
not overawed. 


ried (PHY 
CHiSietce — 1952. 
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Best race of the day was. the 
mile, won by steeple chaser John 
Disley, London Athletic Club. 
Recording 4min 14.2sec over the 
flat he established a ground record 
and with a 60.2 seconds last lap, 
beat three-mile record holder 


ordon Pirie (South London H.) 
a six yards with Ralph Dunkley 
(Poly). third, | 


PIRIE’S RECORD | 
TWO MILES | 


In 8 Minutes 53 Seconds 


Gordon Pirie, 21-year-old Couls- 
; don, Surrey, bank clerk, one of 
Britain's Olympic Games athletes, 
broke the British all-comers’ 
record by running two miles in 
8min. 53sec. in the Vickers’ sports 
at Weybridge, Surrey, on Saturday. 

Pirie, who set up new records 
when he won the A.A.A. six-mile 
championship at White City, Lon- 
don, last month, was 7.6sec. inside 
Gundar Haegg’s 1945 record, 


Ras8) re ee 


- PIRIE’S FAST TWO MILES 

D. A. G. Pirie (S.L.H.) wor 2 
miles in 9 min. 74 omg a a 
club meeting at Hove, which was won 
by Walton A.C. with 50 pts. from S 
London H. 45 and Shaftesbury H. 22%. 
ae A.C. won the junior trophy with 
31 pts.. with Brighton second with 27 
and Walton third with 20. W. T. Pa 
(Walton) took the mile in 4:18.6, L c 
Lewis (Walton) the 220 in 22.8, K, 
Wilmshurst (Walton) the long jump with 
22ft. 24in.. and P. Goodsell (Walton) the 
tg ot a in 10.58. S. London won 
Ls rs it 3.44 after Lewis dropped 
o a when leading for Walton by 


( AR SH 4 Tp ak cd 


Gordon Pirie, Briti i ‘ 
champion, won a two- sh six-mile 
the new track — ga Rg 
Surrey, in 
time for him. 


Carshalton, 


9mins, 10secs.—slow 


1 FU wey tery FT JANA, 


Q.P.H. 17 MILES RACE 

Fred Green, of Birchfi : 
| ; ? irchfield, i 
a surprise to many when he leg 
Queens Park Harriers’ 14 miles Tate 
tion track race at Paddington. Green 
ne during the first lap, run 
in 67.2, but surrendered j itt 
ape De ed it to Pirie on 
aie time at two laps was 2:16.6, three 
ee 4:33.8, and five 5:40.8, On 
tl e back straight of the last lap, Green 
closely followed by Paget, shot past Pirie 
and went on to win in 6:41.0, just out- 
side last year’s record. ; 


1. F. Green (Birchfield) 

> ) : 

- W. Paget (Walton A.C, GAL 
3D. A. G. Pirie (S.L.H) ... 6:43.8 


4, G. Knight (Essex B 6. 

; (Esse) : 245.8; 

Hicks (Hampstead H) ‘65 ~~‘ é es 
*‘erguson (Highgate) 67:0 +s ovell 
(Finchley) aie e) 67:04.0: 7. J. Hovell 


AAA v Loam Unysty 
Morehue PARR 1459 ~ 
the utter failure of" necro 2 a 
European poo-metres duampinn ee 
metres as though ne Wauil eetiten 


home, | i 
final to all the way until the 


Pirie beats Parlett 


Then he weakened 
, and di : 
Ruaheh Jt dare te nares pare 
ol } a short race 
victory. him in a flash for an easy 
arlett dropped back 

' ra t 
plane, making no further yes 
queh places counted in the match. 
put’ {Was Probably not at his fittest, 
Ut so was clearly mastered by 
o had done weeks of train 


e 
ing—over 3500 miles of it. 


5( — ss . 
GORDON PIRIE leading LEN EYRE. FRANK SANDO and W. PAGET, in the 


3,04 ‘tres tes > > 
3,090 metres team race at the Leyton Floodlit Meeting 


L 
, 
| 
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Surrey 3-mile 
record clipped 
by Gordon Pirie 


A BRILLIANT three-mile run 
by Gordon Pirie was the 
highlight of the Surrey athletic 
championships at Motspur Park 


yesterday. 

When I spoke to Pirle just before) 
the race he told me that it was} 
far too hot to run fast. Neverthe-! 
less, he went out by himself, and, 
;lapping with the regularity of a 
|well-oiled machine, came through 
witb a perfectly timed burst over 
the last lap, which ne covered just 
inside 70secs., to record 14mins. 
1,2secs. 

This is a new county record. 

The record-holder, J. Braughton, 
was runner-up in 14mins. 28.6seCS.. 
lwhich was also inside his own 
record, 
| Pirie is in tremendous form, and 
‘we may expect something out- 
standing from him in the A:A.A. 
six-mile championship next month. 


“on |. 
ale lower 


44.8sec, he not only pulverised the]; 


4 Sando, of Kent, kept forcing Pirie 


really extraordinary race to clock 


, pene 4 nN 
Re Bes) ed , 
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RITISH records tumbled yesterday 
London’s White City during the 
Games, which continue to-morrow, 


beaten. 

runners generally slamme 

miles inter-counties championship, won 
Covering the distance in 13min — 


inter - counties record, but beat 
Sydney Wooderson's wonderful 
figures of 13min 53.2sec, Which stood 
since 1946 as the British (all comers’), 
national and English native records. 
Pirie made a very slow start for 
him, but clocked the mile in 4min 
33.6sec and two miles in 9min 14.4sec, 
so nobody expected any record run-| 


ning on these figures. : 
Yet over the last mile Frank! 


to pile on tremendous pace to keep 
the lead. This resulted in the third 
mile being run in 4min 30.4sec, which 
must be one of the fastest ever in 


such a race. M : 
Sando, for his small size, ran.a 


such a phenomenal time as 13min 
43sec, which, of course, also beat 


badly, yet returned 14min 4sec, and 
that’ Essex junior, George Knight, 
showed l4min 4.8sec, which is truly 


amazing. 
Pirie and Sando now make _ it 


8S three Britishers who have been able 


to beat 14min for three miles in 


§ England. _ 


Then, to highlight the star-studded meeting, a 
d all challengers, came. an am 


GORDON PIRIE during the 3-mile Surrey 
Championship 


on the wet ‘but firm track at 
“News of the World” British 
and even a world figure was 


t which our 
azing three 


by Surrey’s Gordon Pirie. 


Two Miles Internati 

. ernational: 1, D 
Fitis Mi London H.. time 9min tiaees 
es Wy apne (U.S.A... time 9min 16.2sec: 
i aget (V 2 A.C.1, time 9min 
17.6sec; 4. HJ HY 
) 


4 , s ‘Hampstead Le 
. Z Ceraj (Yugos :6.L W Herbert 


Belgrave H.} 
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aa 
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judged from this picture. 


Men 


THUNDERSTORM AND CLOUDBURST 
Pirie (third from right) from setting up a new British record in @ 
Two Miles International event at the White Citv. London. at Whitsum® 


A FLOODED TRACK.—The conditions under which the two miles inter- 
national event was run after torrential rain at the White City yesterday M@Y 
The winner, D. A. G. Pirie (Surrey). iS S€ 


ae : era, 


7 yt i} L Z Hives Ic c 
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See ete 


It was hard juck iri 
on Pirie 
he should have to make what ped 
personal record attempt in suci 
appalling conditions, : 
€ was practically no 
ve Misi uncovered by wea at 
s Sha was thunder and lightning 
oF urtis Stone, the American} 
dis ance man, led the field round! 
pe first Jap. He was closely 
. owed by Gordon Pirie, and at 
the end of the second lap, Harry 


Hicks, of Ham A 
second place. pstead, moved into 


The Yugoslay Ceraj was 
co. 
“4 hold fourth place. But cesta: 
a this stage meant very little in 
eh — only about six yards 
rs st i eld of” 
oe and last in a field of 
The great advantage of | j 
[tne field was that there Ming! 
ay Oe up from a man in 
Pirie was plastered wit 
~~ Fag - toe, and decider ‘ 
ne jead on the back straight 
= the fourth lap. esti 


| Waiting for it 
| The crowd had been waitin 
j i - iting for 
oa gave him an encouraging ks 
2The time for the first mile was _ 
iat the conditions peat ener 
Pirie’s record-breali had beaten 
Pirie waded Ge ere. ’ renee. Freee tolowed 
i ge Photographer as he ; , 4 Pirie home, a5 yards 
oounee ‘ee at the bell, and —— 4 ;™ pway, in , - 0.685 ird 
last lap mendous gap on that ae Bean do, 
Tt y young Aylesford (Kent) 
es, ho Rg rego effort. but I hampion, in 29m. 5.25. 
wanted. under 1 wecord time he eve 00, 
just bevond Las wes ay a a Genarditeeseh 
race, Pirie was content 
hold back in the} 
niddle of the field until | 
he one and 4 half mile | 
mark, when he moved | 
! up to second. place and 
began a duel with | 
Walter Hesketh which ; 
lasted until the three; 
and a half mile mark. 
Alternately Pirie and 
Hesketh were in the 
lead striving to run 
each other into the 
ground, 


He Faded 


RTS 


It was at three and 
a half miles that Hes- 
keth began to fade, to 
eventually finish fifth. 
Sando came up with 
Pirie and Norris, and’ 
from then on Pirie and 
Norris. strengthened 
their lead until at four 
and a half miles they 
were well clear. 

With his recent 
three-mile record to 
‘his credit, this latest 
achievement puts Pirie 
- right up in the Zato- 
2 . Oe < Set pek class. 

(Topical Press Photo) So ends the first leg 
of Pirie’s ambitious 


second fastest. in the world . 


we y By JANES STAGG Y 

IF ares. with the power and rhythm that is going to shake the world. 
at Helsinki next month, the Gay Gordon, Gordon Pirie, smashed the. 
British all-comers, British National and English: Native. 

records for the six miles race, when he retained his title in: 

the Amateur Athletic Association championships 

which began at the White City, London, last 


night and continue today. ; 
Pirie, the young bank clerk from Coulsdon 
(Surrey), knocked 18.2 seconds off the: 
record which was set up by his friendly | 
rival, Walter Hesketh, of Manchester, | 
last year, with a time of 28m. 55.6s. ' 
This wonderful per- 
formance brings Gordon 
to within 248s. of the 
world record held by 
Viljo Heino, and makes- 
him the second fastest! 
six-miler in the world. 
Some achievement ! 
Surprise of the race 
was the storming run by 
eteran Frank Norris, of | 


A record six miles makes Pii 


a 


| 
| 


{six MiLesi—1 _D A G_ Pirie (South 

London H); 2 F Norris (Bolton U.H.), 3 
-- fF D Sando (Aylesford P.M.S.C.); 4 L J 
Perry (Australia); 5 W Hesketh (Manches- 
ter A and C.C,);'6 C M Gray (Small Heath 
Harriers); abt 20yds; 28min 55.6sec (new 
__}Britlsh allcomers, British National and 
“VEnglish native record). 


PS 


prevented D. A. 


. - oe ‘double, Today he goes 
Her Majesty THE QUEEN, Patron of the Amateur Athletic Associauon, last year for the three miles 


honoured the Championships with her gracious presence. 


Hesketh, 


Gordon Pirie leading in the A.A.A. Six Miles from C. M. Gray, W. 


en on 
Pr. Norris, who finished 


the right. |. F. Green. F. D. Sando and J. J. Perry (Australia). 


second to Pirie. is a little further back, No. 20. 


Because the long, lean 
cherished the hope, inexh, 
the 


“twenty-nines” this 


because Zatopek has S82 
_appeared to take so much Alteg 
Avhimself with his rolling y, Ut 


gait, we thought he might C8aln 
have burnt himself ou by 
We bow to him, bow in 
dmiration for a man whose 
11 go down in the annals 
etics coupled with that of. 
eeesNurmi, who yesterday, amid 

mendous national enthusiasm 
into the arena with the torch 
it the sacred flame. : 
Such must surely be the priyy 
yne day of Emil Zatopek When ie 
more settled world it is give a 
Czechoslovakia to organise . 
Games. 


DOGGED HIS FOOTSTEps 
What Zatopek actuaily did was 
pburn up young Pirie. He can 0} 
nave been gratified when he 
aby Ra in the 
¢ Pirie’s plan was to dog his foo 

After running a couple of ig 
the rear of the field Zatopek jp 
proved in the third to ninth pla 
with Pirie tenth. In the fourth Jaj 


# and ninth. 

sixth lap Zatopek spurted to th 
front with Pirie at his heels, and 
the bend Pirie forced his way ; 
front of the remarkable Czech! 


spectators were roared to the skies 
Zatopek was swerving from side 


ful speed for such-a long run. 


young Surrey bank clerk has ust 
een ie 


Noy : 


race the 4 


the two moved up again to eighth 


Along the back straight in i 


For a moment the hopes of Britisg— 


side, wagging his head woefully an¢ 4 


physical distress, Zatopek Kept at it,| 
ever increasing his already wonder- 


He was soon in front again and| 


; { iy’ 25 FH 
ee K. ra A 2 cK 
nH 

Chatawas went straight into the 
Jead from, the gun, followed by 
Schade With Zatopek settling down 
last but one and Pirie, the other 
British competitor with a chance, 
dogging his footsteps as he had done 
“in the 10,000 metres last, Monday. 

On the second and third laps the 
order_at_the head of the field was} 
Schade, Chataway. Reiff the Belgian, 
and Mimoun. On the fourth lap; 
Zatopek and his shadow, Pirie, | 
began to move up and after five cir-| 
cuits of the track the Czech was 
fourth with Pirie and A. B. Parker, 
the third Briton, in the race, running 
side by side in sixth place. 

Zatopek took over the pace-mak- 
ing in the seventh lap and there- 
after was hardly ever out of the first 
“four. Mimoun dropped back and a 
great battle of tactics began between 
Zatopek, Reiff (who was the holder) 
-and Schade. presumably with the 
intention of shaking off the per- 
sistent young Englishman who | 
resolutely refused_to be bamboozled. 

Once, when Chataway seemed 
likely to be forced to go outside his 
rivals or have his smooth stride up- 
set. young Pirie gave the pace- 
makers something to think about. | 
He sprinted up from a backward | 
position and swept past the field to} 
take the lead. Chataway followed} 
him and for a moment the Zatopek- 
Reiff-Schade combination, for such 
it was beginning to appear, were 
hoist with their own petard. 

Zatopek restored their equilibrium 
by spurting back into the lead but 
thereafter was ever fearful of the 
British challenge he had tried so 
hard to wreck. Chataway staved 
the rest of the race in the chalieng- 


DEUXIEME KILOMETRE. Dans cette course terrible, la sélection se tit rapidement. S$ 
courir le premier kilometre en 2’ 47”, un peu Jentement pour lui! De g. 0 dr Scha 
Zatopek, Chataway, Mimoun et, legerement décollés, Pirie, Anoufriey Taipar. 


dropping his left hand to his sid 
: : Ss si : Pe d ee 
every now and then; Pirie was an ing position he wanted and was 
ning with classic grace and inspiring} never again out of the closels 
ase. Alas! we forgot in our, per-— grouped first four until he fell. 
haps. justifiable elation, that that 5.000 = METRES —Final: ae: 
was ever Zatopek’s way. ; (Czechoslov: . 14m ae oe ies 
’ (Fr.), 14m hade ( Vege ae 

SIGNS OF DISTRESS | ea raga (G.B : {oan a = = 
ew Pigs ge oe his (6B). 14m ne ee > QUATRIEME KILOMETRE. — Le train s‘accélere sous les coups de boutoir de Zatope 
nysical ag celui-ci, Schade s'appréte a porter une terrible attaque. Reift commence a souffrir et + 


brusquement, mettant fin a sa carriere. Puis viennent Pirie, Chataway, Mimot 


hereabouts Mimoun, the Frenchman, 
made his challenge to be sure of 
being with the leaders when the 
field began to spreadeagle and the 
inevitable gap appeared between 
the peceinshees and the best of 
: je hangers-on. The first of the 
ragglers was lapped as early as the] 
10.000 metrin juoksu n. 3.000 metrin vaiheil la. Zatopek johtaa suu tutussa irvistyK Oe ee grime ee Rite: ele! 
mee : 3 + ty ti x5 . ° : Le . M un 24 8 Son: 
sessd ja Mimoun on hdnen tiukassa tuntu massaan. Pirie ja Anufriev ovat hivene tinued in the fore. a couple of yards} 
separating Mimuon from Zatopek 
and Pirie from Mimoun until in the} 
thirteenth lap there was a definite 
gap between Pirie and the fourth. 
at that time Popov, the Russian. 
The margin gradually widened and 
let a dis- 


SRT 


Pirie. also to our alarm. : h 
tance elapse between himself and 
Mimoun. There was now so much 


lapping taking place tiat. the order 
became a hopeless confusion. 


PIRIE TIRING 


the only thing clear was that} 
Zatopek and Mimuon were striding 
{t out on their own. Pirie put In 


ther consoling spurt to once more 
¢ the leaders for half a lap but 
e effort. seemed to cost him some- 


thing. 

He was now breathing heavily and 
puffing his cheeks and the first quite 
finite signs of the strain the race 
s imposing on him began to shee 
rly. He lagged behind again. All j- 
this while his team mates Sando. 
who was able to run despite @ sore 
throat, and Norris had never been 


otu of the first 10. 
NORRIS PASSES PIRIE 


; OW 
‘ris spurted up to pass i an 

[0 yards behind the leaders. see on 
e avour to spur his coleter could 
t it was no good. Pirie JUS) ‘rom 


Ti ek went 
Zatomd positively 
lap at almost 


accelerate 


place, 
h, but 


Englannin suurimmat 
Piriehen 


appe d 
ath. It 


tion of 
10.000) METRES 
‘zech). 29m 17s 
m 32.8 A 
Posti 

’ 

gm 
erties 


TROISIEME KILOMETRE — Le peloton semble regroupé, mais ce n'est qu‘un effet d'optique. Zatopek fr 
Reift, toujours second, Chataway, Schade, Mimoun, Pirie. Viennent ensuite Perry, Taipale, Albertsson, Parker, 


< 
| 


i 
aot 


Anoufriev. Lo bataille est encore indécise 4 I'ceil le mieux ayerti 


J nineteen Pra 


SCHADE 


continue son 


5.000 METRE: 
trolérent toute la cour 


semblent déj 


Charlie Capozm li, 


—. 


S$, — Encore une épreuve pour les Britanniques qui con- 
4 se. En téte, Parker (deuxieéme en 14°57" 2/10) 
et Pirie (premier en 14’ 51”). Les Frangais Ab del krim et Schlegel, 
a en difficulté par le train séyere imposé par les Anglais. 


BRITISH VICTORY for both men and women was 


at the two-day athletics match in Pari achieved! 
D. A. G. Pirie is seen leading the field in de Sse Below | 
se etres race, 


ENS 53 


D. A. G. PIRIE winning for Great 
Britain the 5,000 metres event in the 
athletics match against France at the® é = 
Colombes Stadium, Paris. His time ® 
was 14min. SIsec. 


eee Saree : ; 
NCAA and ICA cross country champion, 


shown as he set the U.S. National 3-mile record of 13:51.8 


in the British Empire vs. U.S. meet at London, August Le 
Doug Pirie and Frank Sando trail. 


(Courtesy Athletics World) 77 


Des SC Charlottenburgs Ju- 
bilGums-Sportfest war trotz 
der Absage des Luxembur- 
ger Barthel ein grofartiger 
Erfolg. Auf der regennassen 
Bahn wurden hervorragende 
Zéiten:erzielt. So stellte bei- 
splelsweise der Minchener 
Peter Krauv® einen neven 
deutschen 300-m-Rekord auf. 
Dieses Berliner Funkbild halt 
eine Szene vom dramatischen 
5000-m-Lauf fest. Der EBtin- 
ger Gude, hier noch von dem 
Englander Pirie angefuhrt, 
lief dem QOlympia-Vierten in 
einem unwidersiehlichen End- 
spurt einfach davon. Es 
scheint so, als wirde mit 
Gude ein grofes Talent auf 
der 5000-Meter-Strecke heran- 
reifen. Funkbild: Schirner 


Alf Shrubb 


Comes Home 


By JOE BINKS, 
ex-Holder Mile Record 


Fifty years ago Alfred Shrubb 
smashing all the world records ¢ 
distances from 13 to 11 miles. To- 
some of the best British fig 
between three and six miles bel 
to Gordon Pirie. In each case 
runners wore the colours of Sc 
London Harriers, whose members 
the conviviality of to - morr 
annual dinner, reserve a special p 
for these "ancient and mode 
record-breakers. 

Now 73, Shrubb, who was the 
sation of his time, is here 
Canada. 

During his short athletics ca 
fronr 1901 jto 1904, he was four t 
winner of] the A.A.A, 10 and 
mule championships and twice Ca: 
off the AJA.A. mile. 

If anyone had the temerit 
stick ‘ag him for a while, Sh 
would lash out on a fast 200- 
sprint and follow with anoth 
necessary. Nobody ever reqt 
three such killing doses. 

That these bursts did not 
Shrubb surprised many, and of 
have wondered whether, wil 
more even pace, he would 
improved his times A lowered 
action was Shrubb’s peculiar ru 
stvle 

Over the country he was 4 
out on his own, winning the Sou 
and National cross-country char 
ships, as he did so many o 
races—by a distance. 

His running days over, Ss} 
coached Oxford athletes for a 
and became manager of a ho 
before a yearning for Canada 
him across the Atlantic to a su 
ful business career. 

Now he is back to shake the 
of South London Harriers’ p 
“Vietor Ludorum,” Gordon 
who is to be congratulated 0 
ratification of four records. In 
British (All-Comers) Nationa 
English Native categories fa 

3min 44.8sec for three mile: 
28-55.6 for six miles. Four 
(19-21.2) and five miles (24-9. 
accepted as the best English 
figures. Because the track was 
to be 10 inches short, there 
recognition of his new times OV 
and a half miles and two mile 
sspears 


and subsequent 


Alfred Shrubb, English (National) Champion, 1901-27374, 
World record breaker. 


D. A. Gordon Pirie, English (National) Champion, 1953, 
breaker of Shrubb’s records. 


and subsequent 


(Pkoto taken at the South Londoa Harriers Club Dinner, 27th October, 1952) 
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Pirie Shows Them The Way 


m E f oss-country 
: Of the Many coed rt’ yesterday 

8 = MIL : championships. decided. ie eevely 

‘ ; 6. : E B ee none. was won more imBychmond 


~ the Surrey race at | ns 
Bark where British. six miles ch 2 
pion Gordon Pirie _finishe st aeey 
quarter of a mile in, aot ental 
— ‘Keegan (Walton) we ia A 
/ lympic; 2 ; 
weyie ted after. the first quarter 


FASTEST IN BRIPATY 
THIS YEAR 


i Just Imin ‘tbsec In front Co Seon 
BY A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT Pirie also led nee to win with 78 
In the chilly night ai 7 - don ‘Harriers, points and 


pao F *s 82 
White City last night “tthe points against Walton's 


: uU : ie Hiil's 123 
floodlights D. Macmillan, re nes 
Australian mile champion Tan ; 
the fastest mile of this Olympie 
= in this Gaunt. , 
e won the City Mile, the prin 
invitation event at the Pinantel 
Times Shield meeting, in 4min 8. 
beating John Disley, the steeple- 
chaser, iby oe. ; , 
e big, fair-haired, long- g 
Australian went to the “trent 
time down the back stretch and was 
only. once headed afterwards, at the 
end of the second lap, when Disle 
spurted to the front. He was no 
there long, Macmillan putting in an- ’ 
other spurt down the back stretch . * 
closely challenged now by the York: , 
shireman Len Eyre. 
The pace, however, was too hot for 
Eyre, and it was again Disle who was 
dogging Macmillan at the bell. The 
time of 3m 8.2s for the three-quarter 


10) leading from T. EB. 


. T 
oe ; - O. ‘ 
mile was promising, but Macmillan GORDON PIRIE (No. _ after the start of the 
quickly opened a gap between him- - “BEGAN (No. 151) just a Park 
self and Disley and he was not : ae papmaepectes ‘onship in Richmond Par 
pressed. Had he been, Sydney Surmey Chainprenees 
Wooderson’s British all-comers record , ; 


of 4m 6.4sec might have been in 
danger. 


PIRIE TWICE BEATEN 


Eyre was third and D. A. G, Pirle 
the long-distance runner, a_ ba 
fourth. It was Pirie’s second mile of 
the evening, for he had run for the 
Banks in the inter-club race, bein 
beaten in a storming finish by J. W. 
Brown, representing the Civil Service. 

Brown's time of 4m 13.4s was encour- 
aging in_view of the fact that with 
Roger Bannister and Nankeville 
finished for the season he has been 
{nominated first string for Britain 
|against France in next Wednesday's 
| floodlit meeting on this track. | 


kee tes eI 
s Oe ee a ell 
itd OS arama RIOT a0: 
(sites RPO MEE or Nelle a ae 
a tale acne abil 
roach TNT NEN at we 


us a ae Pie tt as As Roe, ae, 
Lumme Mx. feo guenc Seti wile lity meee 


All the men’s races caused [ne 
onlookers to stand and cheer, One 
event served a dual purpose. v 
the 5,000 metres won. after a vio 
iri yards final sprint by the Bute 
Behl, Meee Pathe fees 5 Willt Slikhuis, from Frank pre 
i ‘Bolton United), who only a wee 
or two ago broke, along with Gor on 
Pirie. the British six-mile record, 

! Pirie was also among the sharers 
for this event,-F it had made it known 


4} 
ie 
: ' 
: a saint, hades British two ne 
~ The 2,000 metres, distance h 9% oe eee Outside Chris a 
a racé over nearly five laps which is seldom 


He was, % 3 
Chataway's 9% Ke recting of the 


e¢% 3sec. which ha 
> « J 
been ratified IG % “shat afternoon,’ 


seen in this country, produced a thrilling finish 


between the veteran Willi Sliikhuis of Holland A.ALA. in BE w~%nonsiders the } 
and D. R. T. Macmillan of Australia. Both ot $00 at whites yee was Tun bs 
Were given the same time of Smin. 20.4sec. and the chilly cone So es 

Pirie was third, with Lamers the German 3 


fourth. 


a then 


ebeaemne ma! 


INTERNATIONAL 


Mezidon, January 11 ° 
“‘ Pirte-Technics ! 


Our four English stars, accompanied : 
by Lawrie Richardson, crossed the 
Channel to have a crack at some of the | 
leading French and Belgian runners. 
This was one of the landing beaches for 
the invasion of Europe and, hearing that 
a memorial was for 40 men of the French § 
resistance movement who died there, our 
representatives expressed their intention § 
of putting a wreath on it as a small token § 
to their gallantry. Imagine their surprise 
when the Mayor, Councillors, a high 
ranking Army officer and a goodly crowd 
unexpectedly arrived on the scene for th 


ceremony. 
After a very fast start, Gordon Piri 
had surged irresistibly into the lea 


before a mile had been covered, closely? 
followed by Reiff, Theys and, after a gay 
of 50 yards, Vandewattyne, Paris, Prat 
Hatton, Van Laere and Petitjean. Frank 
Sando had been left some 300 yards a 
+ the start, At half-distance Pirie led from 
a Theys, Reiff had been dropped 70 yards 
Vandewattyne, Prat, Petitjean.} < 
Hesketh, Van Laere, Hatton, Louvaisil, sags , 
Driss, Cerou, Soucours and Furic. Pirie FLYING RUNNERS leaving London today to join 
then pulled away 100 yards clear of 2 Paris plane at Northolt were, back row : R. Halton 
Theys, Vandewattyne and Prat closed up [ett F. Sando. Front: Gordon Pirie and W. Hes- 
. : oe keth. They will compete in tomorrow’s French 
on Reiff, Hesketh and (Petitjean were jnternational cross country race 
together and Sando had moved up to _ 
14th place. Coming up to the finish 
Pirie’s Jead was slightly reduced, Hesketh 
easily pulled away from Petitjean and 
Sando recovered in great style to gain 
8th placing. 


1, Pirie (E.) 29 mins. 11 secs.; 2, Theys 
(Bel.) 29:23; 3, Reiff (Bel.) 29:35; 4, Prat 
(Fr.) 29:38: 5, Wandewattyne (Bel.) 
29:40; 6. Hesketh (E.) 30:16; 7. Petitjean 
(Fr.) 30:23; 8, Sando (E.) 30:26; 9, Wan 
Laere (Bel.) 30:31; 10, Louvaisil (Fr.) 
30:32; 11, Cerou (Fr.): 12, Driss (Fr.). 
Hatton finished 17th 


CROSS-COUNTRY ; 


Pirie ahead after 
in Southern Count 


Only six seconds 


ml separated them 


' lways 
AT “a good big ‘un al ; 

Treat a good little ‘un” was 

emphasised the Southern 

Counties cross 

ships at Aylesford, on Saturday. 

Gordon Pirle, = sc 
Harriers, beat is i 
Sando, of Aylesford Paper ae, 
a thrilling duel for the sen 
event. 

Not for years have two athletes 
so completely dominated the ae 
field of runners for Southe 
Counties’ honours. — 

For over nine of the 
miles, the taller Pirie and his 
smaller Olympic rival en 

either pace to pace Or w 

a few feet of each other. 

Pirie was nearly always to st 
fore with Sando content’ to tra 
4 the champion and push him to 
faster speed. 

' Only in the last quarter of ~ 
mile did Pirie take advantage - 
his slightly 1onger stride and jus 
that extra touch of stamina to 
pull further ahead and win in 

= 62.27 seconds. as: 2 

Sando’s time was 52 min. 33 secs. 


SHOOK HANDS 


After 
Pirle turned and waited 
BS shaking hands and patting 
Aylesford athlete on the back. 


for Sando 


their amazing duel, gave 
athletes a rousing reception. 


FRANK SANDO (right) congratulates Gordon Pirie 
at the end of the senior race. 


duel with Sando 


ies championshif| 


crossing the winning line, 


the 


, who had watched 
A huge crowd neo 


Doug Pirie leading the fi 


Counties cros 


Jd from Frank Sand 
s pena championship at Aylesford, Kent, 


o 10 win the Southern 


testing miles 
have been run and still Frank 
Sando clings to the fast-moving 


Nine of the ten 


of Gordon Pirie in the 
ne of England cross-country 
championship at Aylesford 
Half a mile later pirie bolted 
into a 10-yard Jead and went on 
to win in 52min, 
Sando second six seconds 


Se 


Py ces St eee 


wesee tae a i 


: | 
a : e-% Si : 


It looks like anybody’s race as 473 runners start 
in the English cross-country championship. .But 
it soon looks different. Gordon Pirie (South 
London Harriers) shoots straight into the lead and 
covers the 9%-mile course in 49min. l5sec. And 
there he is, right, coming home alone—first by ? 
more than a quarter-of-a-mile. * 


Gordon Pirie 


celebrates | 


ORDON PIRIE, winner of 
the English cross-country 

championship (93 miles) at 
Reading on Saturday cele- 
brated:-his runaway victory 
yesterday with—a 15-mile run 
(writes ROY MOOR). 

“You cannot afford to rest up 
in top-class athletics today,” said 


Pirie Ran 
Away 

From The 
600 Field 


By JOE.,BINKS, 
Ex-Holdér.‘Mile Record 
. WENTY - ONE - YEAR - OLD 


when you are after Emil Zato- 
pek’s world records as I am.” 
and’s team for the inter- 
al championships in Paris on 
21 be: 


D A G Pirte (S. London), F Sando 
(Aylesford), C Gray ‘Small Heath), 
W Ranger (R.A.F.!1, W Boak (Elswick), 
A Dalton (Birchfield), D Holden (Cam- 
bridge'. J H Peters ‘Essex Beagles 
capti, F Norris (Bolton). 


the 22-year-old Pirie, “ especially | 


Gordon Pirie, South London 
to Harriers, ran. the race of his 
‘life at Reading in spread-eagling the 
great field of more than 600 runners 
and beat his. close rival, Frank 
Sando (Aylesford Paper Mills) by 
mere than a minute over the 94 
miles of the national cross-country 
championship. It«was his first win 
for he was second last year. 

Sando and Bill Gray, the Mid- 
lands champion, had a battle royal 
all the way for second place, 
Sando winning in the final sprint 
home. 

Gray flashed out at the start with 
tremendous speed-—rather unwisely 
I thought. But Pirie soon took him 
on and streaked away. The further 
he_went the further he got away. 

The course was hilly, testing the 
stamina to the full; yet it seemed 
to be a cinder-track as far as Pirie 
was concerned, His combination of 
speed and stamina is immense. 

W. Ranger (Royal Air Force) 

referred this race to the _ inter- 

rvices championship—which was 
being run at the same time—and 
ran again another marvellous race 
to finish fourth. 

After the race the first nine to 
finish were invited to represent 
England in the international event 
at Vincennes Racecourse, Paris, on 
March 21. 


{ 


Déja aprds le premier kilometre le peloto 


Abdallah est dans sa foul 


PIRIE FINISHES 19th 
IN BARE FEET 


By. A Special Correspondent 
Despite the eclipse of D. A. Fo 
Pirie, warm favourite to Win ols 
individual title. England gained 3 
comfortable cross-country victory at 
Vincennes racecourse 1n Paris on 
ates men in me gt ed 

ay: h 64 points, had a mé 
ened over ihe holders. France, JUgO- 
slavia taking third place with 129 
and Scotland doing well to finish fifth 


10 teams. . 
4s A events of a cross-country 


Peter Driver, like Pirie also of On a C ) 
South. London, emulated the great course, nine miles of loose cinders 
deeds of his senior clubmate by ‘prick-hard and pebbly path- 
spreadeagling the huge field of ways, team found the 
junior runners. I expected him to artificial difficult tc 


win but certainly did not think he 
coulq conquer the East Cheshire 
junior champion, J. Wild by over a 
minute. 

Seniors. — D. A. G. Pirie (South 
London H.) (49min 15sec) 1, F, 
Sando (Aylesford Paper Mills) 
(50.22)-2,.C. W. Gray (Small Heath 
H.) (50.24) 3, W. P. Ranger (R.A.F.) 
(50.39) 4, W. Boak (Elswick). (50.44) 
5, A. E. Dalton (Birchfield. H.) 
(50.45) 6, D. H. Holden (Cambridge) 
(50.47) 7, D. F. Foster (Rotherham) 
(50.54) 8 J. H. Peters (Essex 
Beagles) (51.01) 9, D. Walker (Shef- 
field Utd. H.) (51.13) 10, F. Norris 
(Bolton) (51.17) 11, E. L. Hardie 
(Manchester) (51.17) 12._ 


negotiate. 

;. Pirie was 
miles, but 
feet, he dropped b 
shoes and continuec 
finistth: half a mile to go Mihalic 
(Jugoslavia)... who throughout had 
shown fine judgment, came away tc 
win from Frank Sando (England) by 
440 yards in 47min 53sec. Abdallah 
4 (France) was third, Bannon = (Scot- 
land) fourth, and Norris and Gray 
(England) fifth 


with the leaders for five 
then, suffering from sore 
ack, removed his 
i bare-footed, to 


‘est for 
nivi, sur ee ern Anglais, grand favor, 
ée, suivi, s 


Wattyne (16). 
et Van de fine 


) 
vers le sixiéme kil 


ant Theys (15 
rétrograder 


mé. Pirie (1) mene dev 


he, de Mihalic. L' 


piers 


: iri ( i 

i ie haie : heys (15), rie 

pe oton de téte franchit la deuxieme T ) P } 
io Scaoiiah (60), Prat (61), Mihalic (135), Bannon (30 


aes . 
Avant le deuxiéme kilométre, 
Van de Wattyne ( 


3 : fl yy 
fr) vf \ 1) 4 ot 


N Y ‘ 
, 2) wi = —_ 16 / s lee e a Aa eat eat HOH ETORSH /143 
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PIRIE’S GREAT SIX MILES 
Pirie ran a truly great six miles in a field of 


a : outhern title in 
oad . 3 46 runners 10 vit ae which beat the Empire, 
Gordon Pirie (S. Lon. Zz British, and English records, but still aye py 
> H.) Se the lead, | a 16.8sec. to equal the world figures set up 
wit Alex Olne a Heino, the n. a : stained 
CThames Valley on | — a Aims cera ead been smaller and ihe 
his heels during the =a his time if | B field bere Only Peters, the 
long 7th stage in the 3 por ee record holder, himself a former six 
London-Brighton Re- : 4 miles champion, seriously pressed Pirie, and 


grave), J. He Wood 4 sven Peters was easily shaken off about half- 
grave), J. H. Wood . ee aad finally beaten by nearly se perme 1 
PaieehGcldy oa be ean rest of the field was either lapped ore wt 
shards band. apne The cae with whic, Fie site 
eis + gg eS it should be added, ran the six 
miles in a faster time than when he won his 
title some few years ago. The COE, no 
doubt were fairly good for running, one 
enough underfoot but decidedly ape Pirie, 
of course, had been doing a good deal o ce 
country running recently and so was fit for a 
major effort, even so early in the season. 

Pirie’s times for each_ mile were: 
4min. 42.4sec., 4min. 47.6sec., 4min. sere 
4min.  48.2sec., 4min. 52.2sec., an 


4min. 51.2sec. 


Oe ee 


i 
| 
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D. A. G. Pirie leading in the Southern six- 
miles championship at the White City 
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race 


By ROY MOOR 


1ORDON PIRIE, the young 
Coulsdon bank clerk who 
has been chopping chunks off 
records since the track season 
opened, was 1n yet another 
race thriller yesterday. 

This time he was beaten... 
but not until he had forced 
‘spectators out of their seats with 
the excitement 1! pped his 
sreat finishing t > ith world ° 
record-holder Guston Reiff = 
(Belgium) in the 3.000 metres == 
internationa] event at Tourcoing. 
DE an in 8 minutes 19.8 seconds 3% 
with Pirie coming througt almost Bs oa ‘ pagernn site ek linge 
wi t B j 8 minutes Egcton Reiff s‘envole ; il laisse ee Eine. 
pkg ver run champion belge es' 


for the d 


Right— 


At the end of the 
seventh <ctage, Alex 
Olney was. still on 
Pirie’s heels, both hav- 
ing broker the record 
for this stage with a 
time of 2%mins. Ssecs. 


n, L’allure du 


nt irie, th the : 

| HAMES VALLEY HARRIERS. ange | 4 Look Ov 

if combining superb running with - lead in the next and kept it 

1] _ clever team work, won _ the ee ‘vo laps from home. when Rei an 
| third national London - Brighton . F i Alain Mimoun (France) spurted 
| road relay promoted by the ‘ News ahead: 

fi of the World." Their time of 3hr es Ww oll timed 

j 52min wesEG for the 452 miles, run ell-tl 4 

i over stages, was outside the , A Bi aies jondon 
{| course record, but is the fastest time The tall, slim nig ge 
My returned for the national event. Harrier went after ce tenciia Hs 
Be Birchfield and South London, who Mimoun, twi I : 


finished second and third respec- 
tively, were also inside the previous 
best for this event, which consists 
of 20 teams from all over Britain 
who have qualified in regional races. 

Undoubtedly the highlight was 
the terrific duel over the seventh 
stage of six miles from Crawley 
to Handcross, between Alec Olney 
(Thames Valley) and Gordon Pirie 
(South London). 

They took over practically to- 
gether and then fought out yard 
for yard all the long hard way, 
cutting down their rivals one after 
the other, 

Showing real Olympic form they 
were both credited with the same 
time of 29min 5Ssec, which was 13 
seconds better than the record set 
up by Jim Peters (Essex Beagles) 
last October. Peters taking the same 
stage yesterday showed 29min 28sec, 
|. Earlier over the fourth relay 
'Birchfield’s international Ted Dalton 
had set up a new record with 25min 
43sec for the five miles, which took 
Birchfield into third place, and that 
grand junior champion Peter Driver 
(South London) was 7sec inside the 
old record and only 3sec short of 
Dalton's figures. 


: Bi * 
Zatopek in Olympic _ finals tas 
year, and then tore still faster in 

a chase of the Belgian. 

Reiff, however, had timed his 

Gnish well; though tiring. he had 

just enough str h to keep ahead 

‘of the fast-gaining Pirie. 


D. A. G. Pirie (S.L.H.) being dogged by H. A. Olney 
(T.V.UL.) during their record run over the 7th relay 


In a race that was one of the most i 
exciting on record we saw much - 
great running particularly from a 


such well known performers as 
Frank Sando (Aylesford) and Poly- 


Pr ddcg LUGYVITEA _ en i : are OS : aad: a _ 


PIRIE’S FINE 3 
MILES AT 
WHITE CITY 


SURREY FACE HARD 
TASK TO-DAY 


BY A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
If the opening day’s_ pro- 
gramme of the News of the World 
sponsored British Games at 
the White City on Saturday 
scarcely fulfilled the expecta- 
tions of the 20,000 people present 
it certainly was not the fault of ~e nt 
the home athletes who took part PIRIE (Ric) and Sando battlin 
in the Counties Athletic Union out the three miles at the White 


sy at White City 
go at the start of the t 


Holland), Mimoun 
Chataway 


wo-m ile international race 


itai Seeuwen ( 
_Pearson, Green (Britain), nome 
Fi seni Pianck ‘Denmark), Morgan, Parme F 


(Britain) Hanswyck (Belgium); Pirie (Britain). .-- 


———$ or 


GORDON PIRIE 
leading from GAS- 


Championships Gi = = : - : : ~; : 
The four special international — ty Sn, Gatarcay. a eenon 3 ; ‘ TON REIFF (Bel 
events—involving _ athletes from, : bars, é Pe , of ™ ejum) and ¢ \ 


France, Belgium, Holland and Den- 


CHATAWAY in 


mark—proved far less exciting than 

the county races; even the mile ; Ree = ae i 

disclosed relative weakness of. | i oe the British Games 

the Continental opposition rather S it y se em ‘oc pace in 

than R. G. Bannister’s excellence. ; A Lf ge PRES PO : two miles race 
But it was the inter-county three R= ae : “Tee a4 : ‘ which Ohatawas 


miles, won by Gordon Pirie, which 


rovided the highli g = ase 
» A ghlight of the after set un new British 


won BY GORDON 
PIRIE 


FROM HIS 


W. Hesketh set the pace for a couple 
of laps before Pirie went out in front. 
but F. Sando stuck to him like a 
lap after lap, well ahead 

this pair of young 


and English Native 


records with 8min. 


49.6sec. 


runners sp aiong. 

Not until 400 yards from the finish 
was Pirie edle to gain any real ad- 
vantage, and even then Sando was by 
no means finished. But Pirie eventu- 
ally drew away to win in the excel- 
lent time o7 13min 46sec—only 1.2sec 
outside his British record. Sando was 
two seconc slower in running his 
fastest three miles to date. 


An here is red-headed 


REVFE QUITS 2tdstitinn winina ie 
AGAINST —£. 
CHATAWAY | 


By H. J. OATEN 


RITISH athletics. scored & 
B tremendous triumph at 


was all thanks to. Chris Chataway 
and Gordon Pirie, betv | 
‘ them ran the strongest of foreign | 
opposition clean into the ground) 
ina btwo-miles race in Whe.) 
Chataway. the winner, DEgke el 
own British all-comers recor y 


x no fewer than six seconds. | 
“OR J PIRIE. a» lor ai feature of 
NORDON PIRIE, the long, lean The most aston vas that a une 
‘ =e : rd holder 
vurrey bank clerk, whose iefa was the world record, Hac, 
near-record three miles brightened the stands before returning to the dress- for the aistance, GAs Che silver 
res ; ing room, elgium, isinki Olympics. 
the first day of the British Games, Pirie was entitled to feel a little dis- meciallist at 10° of prance. \ 
did a five-mile training run yester- appointed. that he had so narrowly Alain Mimeuas quickly cropped. BY | 
: = missed breaking his own British record the two British boys. and wi 
day in preparation for th t i n ; igh an 
prep or e great of 13m. 44.8s. , Four things prevented it. - lap to go Reiff had had eae ie { 
1 off the track. 6 etl Chat- H 


international two-mile race at the East, thy bad to shout to oniafals see |: 
; : - \ ing to-be informed of the intermediate \ 
White City, London, today. zs. times so that he could assess his record 

After his magnificent 13m, 46s. effort, prospects. 


| he would have liked to run a few more 


laps round the track, to, in his own Sando’s Challenge 


l words, “warm down.” True, he had F d A 
jogged on for 200 yards beyond the tape ades way 


SN 
,.. but that wasn't much good to a man Then, the gallant Frank Sando could 
who thinks in miles instead of yards. not quite sustain his shoulder to shoul- 
So he trotted round the stadium under der challenge into the final lap. 
gatas Pirie then had to run on 


sd in this race ©. U 
ay eaten nis finishing ear : 
) yards from the tape. ad me Bis 
™n best time ever, equalling goes \§ 
ray’s old British record of ‘I 


2 
Pirie’s Part 
ance, Brive 
i C irac ;, His time 
{ttle short of miraculous. B : 
\has only peen beaten by two eres 
men in the world and one of ees 
Reiff. he was running against tO 
day. He always seemed tO have| 
the race well in hand, lying nandily 


\ 
' 
| 
| Chataway’s perform 


the outside of two or three 


‘ Sap é sar | 

stragglers in the finishing hird place while Pirie and Reiff 

straight. ‘ fought out the issue for lap after) 3 sega 
inally, s ol- lap. rex) = ‘ ‘ ivals, GOR 

tid nally he a ang ce 1aP ry ere was no doubt whatever? | Two great international rivals, der) nad 
ided with an official nip- There ne result when Chataway| pImRIE © miles World record - 
ping across the track be- about the resuly. finish- TON. REIFF. (2. miles World, record 
tween the also-rans to hold uniecashed his tremendous 4 no GASTON he British Games 2 miles race, 

so-ra ing burst. Pirie Jus holder) in 1 itsuntide, 1953. 


answer. , 
Nevertheless, he had played ve 
part nobly in this Brithes | 
triumph as a pace-setter. Indeed, 
the speed at the beginning of t : 
race. was fantastic. the | first 
three- quarters of a mile — 
covered in faster time than_Ban- 
nister did for his mile on Satur- 


Gaye's time at 14_ miles. min. 
=5.8sec.. Was & Dew English native 
record. It was astonishing to see 
the way_ in which Chataway | fin- 
ished. He flashed past Pirie like @ 
sprinter, almost before one could 
realise it. Coming round the bend 
into the straight. he looked bee 
to gee where Pirie was and as he 


saa daly Lo aT 
— 


the tape. 


y a) 
Seu (ueaert (outid 


| AGAIN GOES To 


| 
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€ ITH fi om Sit ie 
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> : FOR:HIS MAGNIFICENT Wii 14,., 
i : ee Yt 7 Asma 
 BMLES. iy, ' 
BRITISH ALL~ COMERS 
RECORD ON SATURDAY 


WORKING IN A BANK 
HE IS USED To FIGURES 


BOT HIS IBvs. fz secs. 
DOES HIM REAL CREDIT! 
ONLY ONE OTHER MAAI's 
BALANCE /s BETTER ~ 
GUNPAR HAEGG'S WoRLD RECORD. 13 


PIRIE RUNS 


OVER IOOMNES 
A WEEK IN 
TRAINING , SO 
JF HE HAS A 
MGHT OUT AT . 
THE PICTURES 

HE MUST SPEND 


ey RA 
E. GANG waytul 


PIRIE MAKES IT A HABIT! | 


By CYRIL FOSTER 


ET again 22-year-old Gordon Pirie has smashed the British 
all-comers three-mile: record in winning the South of 
England title at the White City yesterday, he turned in a time 
of 13 minutes 41.8 seconds which took another three seconds off 
the British best he set up on the same track a year ago. 

Pirie was so fresh after the race. 

—he wasn't even panting—that I 
am convinced he can beat Gundar 
Haegg’s world record, which is 
only 9.4sec. faster. 

Seven minutes before his race 
Pirie had half an hour’s non- 
stop running round the streets 
adioining the stadium to get 
warmed up! 

The young Coulsdon bank clerk 
made all his own running in the 
race until the last mile, when he 
started lapping the field. Then 
he used his opponents as pace- 
makers, overhauling them as fast 
as he-could in his bid to set up 
the new British figures. § 

His mile time was 4min. 28sec., 
and for two miles 9min. 7sec. “I 
was agreeably surprised the race 
was so fast,” said Pirie. “It didn’t 
seem like it as I ran” 

Pirie had well over half a lap to 
spare from the second man, J. 
Braughton, of Blackheath, who 
clocked 14min. 23.8sec. 

Olympic runner Frank Sando 
missed the three miles race to 
concentrate on the mile. If not 
quite so convincing as Pirie, Sando 
none the less put up a good per- 
formance, winning in 4min. 16.2sec. 


GORDON PIRIE 


as Gordon 


. r yorthy W 
No less praiseworthy a 


Pirie’s British and Emp} 
breaking 3 miles run ee oes 
41.8sec, in the South ae 
championships at White nies to 

He has to be only g.4sec, fae Ee 
equal the world record 


Gundar Haegg, of Sweden, in 1942. 
His target 
—————— 


e is confident he can be faster 


¢ Saturday. 

ovmmediate target S ~ Lr 
mies national champions: aS 
Wise City three weeks hence. 


ra 


eae ERT INT Y 


5 
) 


| perienced over a 
ja distance in 4min. 18.6sec. 


at 


met Gordon 


ock 
Ss. A. Maycock, at the open 


d holder 
i "Wednesday. ” Here is the 
Jay trophy, which he 
54.2-sec. three mile 


) Ald. 
MAYOR OF CROYDON, Ald. | 
rue of Coulsdon, the new world six mi 
in of the Albert Road sports aes on a 
Mayor presenting Pirie with the Sir Garry 


i iti f{ his 13-min. 
ed in recognition 0 ; a ae 
a on Hagges championships. His was the 
- performance. 
i In the Tw A. 
utstanding event was the One Mile, ts ie Fee on Da 
fa which D. A. G. Pirie, who had to contend class of his ommgative 
with an even gustier wind than Bannister ¢x- oo 7 


less, did well to win by ae 
Pirie had a faster 

his credit, but, as evidence of 
o over the longer distances 
in the near future, Saturday's race oe 
another study in modern training methods. 
Pirie, to be sure, unlike Bannister, was ans 
some highly useful points for his club, the 
South London Harriers. 


a lap 


mile than that to 
what he is likely to d 


5, A. G 
champion, 
six miles 
Batter a Pz 


feating his 
Lyne thira. 


by D. 
4 13min. meg sgt 
his own pace from 

: lowered the county record, 


i last year, by no 


n 2 t 1} miles 
4min 21sec. Tew British record for 
the distance an 


x, Pirie. 
won the South London Hi. 


SURREY CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Among several nota 


ark 
6 Pirie (South London H 


exceptional. : 
he first lap, and his 
made by hi 
less than 13sec. | _ 


Motspur 
A. 


G. Pirie proved in a 


Two Miles D. A. SiS fully 50 yards 


record time of 8min. 


d finished the two 


A.A.A. six miles 


club championship at 


ark, in 30min 6.8sec, de- 


prother Peter, with J 


ble performances pies 
ior championships meeting 
Sure oe park ol Saturday the three miles 


.) in 


Pirie made 


time 
mself 
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que notre recordman Alain Mimoun a enlevté dans 


Mercredi soir, & Bruxelles, s'est aeroule un tres grand 5.000 metres F 
devant Mimonn, tTheys et Reiff. 


lexcellent temps de 14’ 9” 4/10. Aprés 600 m- de course, le long Britannique Pirie mene 


Pirie 3rd 
in great 
3 race 


| From a Special Correspondent 
| BRUSSELS, Wednesday. 
| 1 ORDON PIRIE, British 

: record-holder, was beaten 
;} into third place in one of the 

most gripping 5,000 metres 
7 ; races ever run in Belgium. 

For 4,000 metres Pirie set a tre- 
imendous parce. Then he was chal- 
lenged for the lead by Gaston 
Reiff. 

Pirie refused to give way to the 
Belgian champion, but a lap later 
| Reiff challenged 38a" and got the 
‘ead to open a ga i 
40 yards. The Coulsdon bank clerk 
i chased him hard. And so diq Alain 
| Mimoun, of France. 


ia | Three victories 


The Frenchman caught Reiff on 
}the last lap and a furlong from 
| home went p into the lead. 
ee | He was ho pursued by both 
| Reitf and q 


| fastest time for the aistance 
| season—14min- 8.45eC. 

| Reiff took second place with Apres Varrivee, Mimoun donne Vac 
| 14-15.6 and Pirie 14-18.8. Pirie, ani & contribué & 1A réeussite 


Le 5.000 3 Pi 
: ad s irie, don 

suit aisémen . dont le v-sage 

t en 5 est contracté 
observant ses rivau racté, est tonjours Ch tot 
x, Le Belge They:, victin rete avec Gaston Reiff 
Bs me d’une chut et Alain Mi 
e, moun, qui 


a été décramponné peu avant. 


cares 


enn mere nee 


Gordon Pirie 
smashes 
world 

record — 


By ROY MOOR 


ORDON PIRIE, the 22- 

year-old Coulsdon 

bank clerk, last. night 

achieved his greatest am- 

bition—to join the world 

record-holders for track 
running. 

In winning the six miles at 
the A.A.A. national champion- 
ships at the White City,’"London. 
he clocked the fantastic time of 
28min. 19.4sec. 

That was 11,4 seconds, or the 


equivalent of over 59 yards 
faster than has ever been run 
in the world before. aie . Be daco re gage tg es as he 
, Ried atta «eine, tahun > Gealeeniehe S Gordon Pirie’s pulse rate after last night's 
dite tos We tate: the world es world record six miles race at the White City. 
cord stood at 28min. 36.8sec. to the : ie, : 
Finn, Viljo Heino. 
It was soon evide 


Two studies from the wie three 
$; : 
| puffed. chee eight) stylishly 


‘By JOE Bi 


inning th : 
winning throwing 


NKS, ex-Hol 


figures were not lik P , 47 
me ee. Ls ‘ z e eg rca G his world figures ee six 
ght fre he gun he r WING $s oa ” ~ double 

OLLOWING, leted a , 
ie comple when 


Pir leted a “dor 

oak the White Be are 
wn 43- hampionship I 
1s Be wot ay “mile double 
Sig er been «red before in the, 


the lead Frank Sando took it from 
him at 300 yards, but scon it was 
Pirie in front again. 


Merciless pace nanis ver been gained | : 
i history of the reddié Green, Why 


He reached the fi 
42.2sec. with onl 
land near to w 

Binnie put in some i 
Pirie’a behalf over 
miles for the keenness 
fight a way in front too} 
the two miles in 9min. 
the three miles in 14min 

The latter t i 
slower than Sydnev 
championship record fo 

Binnie found he cov 


Birchfield’s Free 46.0, also t 
second in 13 Mia 

finished secone } ip best— é 
the old champions’ gerson seve 


set up by SY satin 
; . 4 a badly 
years eke finished — with 3 ORS OL. 
‘blistered big ,f0¢ son MNS: 1 athe 

reG of Ins skeemile Tun: 
OD eee Lie confidentty ; j 


r + 4 
get. the world recore 


nh 


remarkable, 4 
A a he blister caused me 
"ere cree rie crowded ¢ 
: From te pace eae onthe took the 


i $ 


on 


not con- 


tinue at such a mer pace. By, re 

this time, however, Pirie was lapping tremendous pace: o'first mile 10 

the field and therefore able to use lead and ran 1 the second in 9-5.0 
his opponents as pace-makers. 4min 23.4sec anc 

; —fantastic running: ~.. was with 

Only Freddie Green. Mir ogo 


3 e Wis rith two laps cae 
him now, and w pass him. Pirie 


treen tried to ; aioe 
Foyetied in this and piled pea 
z zing pace, drawl 4 yee 
en easily, but he did loo 
we. aside the present 
His time was inside id grees 


Tearing past the four miles for 
sh native record of 18 
and also for 2 five 
record of 23min, < 
Pirie had only to m: 
to be certain of cli 
figures 


Gordon Pirie breaks the tape after his recorc 


But Pi vf Ithougn 
the record, was not ¢ . 5 - ; British record althounl r 
beat it; he wanted to smashing six miles last night. Southern AAA. fete ati 
pletely ith a time wv wie GILES 41.8sec in June. aw poistel 
challenge. as h running 1) ¢ ET he wot! 
¢ London) ‘holder gee of hours after ce nardly 


effort is somethins 


‘understand : 
Freddie Gugen ran 


Paper Mills): 


So he stepped up } 
Glasgow! ; 


faster over the last 300 
the best 


record. 


cord a time must make ev 
the great Emi ex bunk go anger 
: of his life, andthe next ov 
14-2.0, Binnie 14-28, Ranney len- 


surprise 

It was Pirie’s wish 
another 376 yard in 
beating Zatonek’s wor! 


“d 14-8.8, rep! 
for Britishers 


and Mayné 
did running 


10.000 metres, but 
regulations would not ; ; 
Now for 3 miles 


It is catculated on this : 
that Pi would have 
around 29 minute 19 
10,000 metres.  agair 
world’s best of 29min. 


said Pi 
after his e ) wa 
those figu of Heinca’s 

IL ehaii be out 
do in > three miles to- 


ters of a lap 
beat the previous 
the distance w 
47.2sec B 
sSec.. O00. 
made by 


‘Gordon Pirie, taking a rest at his Coulsdon home yester- 


e sthae = sac 4 owe. 


GORDON 


at 
he won 


PIRIE (South 


:+4;—Gordon Pirte 
City miles * 
the ~- 


previous day 
A. Champlon- 
- three miles in 


London 


(Birchfield H.)- 


H.) leading 


with | 


in 
EN EYRE 


the 3. miles 


running third. 


from 


FRED GREEN 


just puff puffs 
to more records 


OUGLAS ALISTAIR GORDON PIRIE 


divides his time between totting up 
figures at a Coulsdon, Surrey, bank je doesn't look 
and shattering record figures on the athletic, but... 


running track. 


On Saturday he added to 
his record round-up _his 
latest collector’s piece, a four 
minutes 11 seconds mile—a 
new low for the Inter-Banks 
Championsnip. 

At twenty-two he cannot 
remember h:s record total with- 
out looking at his log book. 
And, dash the fellow, he was 
not even ou: of breath after 
this newest pace piece. 

He had a jolly sight more 
breath than I had after he had 
earnestly announced that he 
intended to break the world 
three-mile r 
London, on 

Oh! And 


will take in 
record next Fri 


gust 1. 

a warm-up he 
e Irish four-mile 
ay. 


PEERLESS 


a brash, cocksure 
til you appreciate 
of this peerless 
just being factual. 
rank the six-mile 
own to 28mins. 


This sounc 
conversation 


Before he 
world reco 
19.4secs - 
Galloping G> 
do that very 

He is So ; 
restless run 


ng. 
, this 6ft. 2ins., 
who weighs in at 


9st. 12lb. in training can 
lose 4lb. in tne spell 

In_ fact looks distinctly 
unathletic. there is some- 


about those 
e eyes and the 
mouth. 

ways be Puff- 
eird system 


thing comp 
bright, bird 
tight line of 

To me he 
Puff Pirie, 
of. blowing 
cornet playe 
Pirie says it 
with easier } 

That is 
Scot who w 
can analyse 
almost like P 


for every breath, 
something to do 
thing. 

cal of Pirie, the 
orn in Leeds. He 
verything he does, 
the runner being 


probed by P: the scientist. 
Hair was 729 long, he decided. 
Had a crew cut. ritish track 
shoes with their six spikes 
checked his ° k-caressing stride 


Has just re 
German plan 


TOUGHER STILL 


Reckoned 
from Ger 
Waldemar 
ruthless dril: 
out of falte 


his shoes on the 
f four spikes. 


e training schedule 

Olympic coach 
chler lacked the 
iat wrings records 
z, protesting bodies. 


Worked ou: & more gruelling , 


programme. 
The Piri 
shows the 0 
of Emil Zaz 
agony tellir 
ing story of 
pitch of ex 
Said Pirie 
have to gi 
a little mo 
I could onl 
Then Pir 
running fas 
anyone on 
prepare for 
records. 
At home 


pin-up picture 
ipie victory finish 
k, a face full of 
ne stark, frighten- 
man at the final 
tion. 

“Just look! You 
verything and find 
Isn't it lovely ?” 
udder. 

vho dreams only of 
- and further than 
th, loped off to 
more and more 


: ie is not just a 
tough track He His mother 
knows him 4 cheerful lad who 
can relax pl y, eat plenty, and 
just loves to sleep. ; 


d at White City, 


cheeks out like a | 


GORDON PIRIE 


PIRIE'S PERSONAL 


i MILE RECORD 
J #3 eras i 7) ce 

| Ate Motspur Park yesterday 

Gordon, -Pirie broke, another 

- record—his personal one-mile 

-record. «In <the”inter-Banks’ 

_ mesting, ‘he returned 4min. 

’ 41sec, against his previous best 
~ of 4min, 15.8sec.. - « 


ee rrnnrrr rt Tr Le 


dn eee e enn wwnennnenad 


H 
| 


ee Fred Green’s 


the slim 
G, Pirie, England's 


‘ runner, steP- 
seat ny ea Tee econ 
pin ‘reduced the all- 
| history: 6 Tour miles by three and 
os seconds. 
| Sree-ientn seeone the crowd of ap- 


for, two my caused ‘the abandonment 
a } ‘iday’s me a 
of Mirable effect, and the §S 
‘ track proved too 


Irish record 
himself was 
; secs, but he 3 
satisfied man after trying e 
Id record only 


the least 
hard 
o be 


iwi ter Gree a 
Winner sy rus. had , dropped it 
of the lead at th rc 


o’REILEY’S me _ Pirie’s 
ic wag rather ever eompletely over 
enor the jumping 


3 a -Baflki telay feam ran 
: é To “eeter ‘their’ first 
ished last of four. the 
ood: enough to 
leeway and Score a 


make up the 


highly popul ; 
ry di ; 
3, In cycling on 4 ven McQuade, WhO Pirie 
ig the palm Went “isles Championshp don 
! the Thre Derfectly judged Londo 


fficult track 


3 won i ace at 
with, a Dé front . r miles f 
; S Tre tch carried him to one in during the fou ’ Sports at 
id enone one place it ponies ad Donore Harriers P 
i Be nelf) 3 length from . College Park. 
McCormack. 
: ‘ EVENTS IN DETAIL i 
= miles Invitation Seraten’ Ds oon 
Four Miles JBand A.C. and SID 1 “Roys 
iP ede (orp. Harrison Oe Oss). 
Beliast)s 2;_S. Kennelly ish record) 


18 mins., 5'T 


—— 


Sa eras a 


Is not known by his first two Christian names, Douglas 


Alastair. 
Was born in Leeds in 1931. 
Is a six-footer with brown eyes and hair. 
Is a world record-breaker. 
Has been called ‘‘brash” and “‘cocksure.” 
Served in the R.A.F., lives in Surrey. 


Britain’s Fakir of the Track 
by Neil Allen. 


In the future when some writer is attempting to record «re 
history of track and field one of the names which he will consid 
including among the immortals of our sport my well be that ot 
Gordon Pirie. It my be that by then his claim to fame will be 
two-fold, Not only as a breaker of records but as a breaker o2 
traditions. For, to the athletes of Britain,the novel aspects of 
Pirie's training and style are as intriguing as his brilliant 
performances, It is gradually being realised that here is somecre 
with a different approach to success in running. What this app- 
roach is, has not as yet been clearly defined. To find out,the 
writer went down to Tooting Bec track on a clear Sunday morning 
recently. 

Pirie arrived at 10.30 and after a short talk with Lennart 


Strandberg, co-holder of the European 100 metres record who was |THE 
and Dr.H.Reindell whose treadmill was pounded to insensiblity. 


go raining exercise", & proce o describe something resem 

a@ medieval torture. For instance he would walk over to a piece of 
Sloping ground & balance on one leg with only tne cushion of the fot 
under the toes. He would then hop four hundred times on each leg 
(reminiscent of the great Tajima - 52! 5"% - who is believed to have 
indulged in sessions of a thousands skips to prepare himself for 
triple jumping. Ed.). A: 
has stopped weight-tra 
the full knee positi 
repetitive exercising, Pirie's stomach is as hard as ifa flat teak 


on a Press visit to England, got ready for the morning's work, 

Cver @ running vest and shorts he wore a white sweater, @ green 
water-proof German wind-jacket and track-suit trousers. On his 

feet he had woollen socks & & pair of thick-soled Canadian g; 
shoes. Then we went out for his warm-up on Tooting Common. 
consists of an hour of slow running over gress and gravel i ~ 
spersed by an occasional fifty yards of faster tempo by the a-==s 
and legs. But even during these "pattering bursts" we were 

vravelling faster than the speed of a 70 sec. 440. The elbo 
were kept in close against the sides & the arms moving across =2 
chest thus tending to produce the characteristic head-roll. 


‘““ The strongest heart I’ve 

found in a_ sportsman,” 
\ declares Dr. Hans Reindell, 
. _. German researcher. 


a 


L TRIANGIS, Left to Right: Voldem hler,Gordon Pirie 


ther favourite Pirie exercise in 1952, (he 
ng now)was to carry 70lbs on his beck & in 
do 200 jumps. As a result of this type of 


Gordon explained that in his opinion one of the major *@ultgboani were lying just under the skin. 


of many distance runners was a proneness to bound too high ince 
the air and to let their arms go too far forward, wasting enerszy 
His mach more compact style (he cited the fast-stepping, bus 
Freddie Green - 13:46.0, 8:53.0, 4:08.8 - as a good example 
economic running) resulted in no waste in kmee lift and in 
whole of the body being under very close control, ready at 
moment for a tactical burst. My mind went back to the shuff 
little Algerian Alain Mimoun padding round the White City track 
to win the 6 miles so easily against Britain. 

While we ran Pirie talked of the things he has learmt 
the 12 years that he has been running. He had leamt much a 
the value of a long, steady warm-up from Mimoun while Willex 
Slykhuis(3:43.8, 8:08.8, 14:14.0) had first suggested the idea 


racing. As a result I didn't run very well in the 01 
this long-term policy is beginning to pay. This year 
lastsso much longer that I go to bed at about 10 p.m. — he 

later than in 1952. I set home between 5.30 & 6.00 & then run for 3 
hours before eating at about 9.15." 


last year a typical workput might consist 100x100(flat ou:),or 


40x220( 32 sec.average), 40x 440(67 secs.speed) or 10x350(speei of a 
62secs. 440). Under Gerschler he has tended to substitute half a 
dozen runs over longer distances (say 6x1500 metres)for the repetit- 
ion of short sprint distances. "Iast year", says Gordon," I was 
training so hard that I didn't allow myself enough c 


& 


He usually trains either at Croydon or on the Tooting Bec track. 


The cinder track at his home is unfortunately very uneven(there is a 


of short pattering bursts. Coach Woldemar Gerschler had felt <~at|drop of 8 inches) & it is difficult to run laps faster than %Osecs, 


anything less than an hour of warming-up was insufficent to a 
ustom the heart to running long distances. Before the Birch 
4 miles record the warm-up had been for 65 minutes. 

I noticed a ruthless aflherence to a fixed timetable. We 
left the dressing-room at 10.48. We arrived back at 11.40 but in 
der to accomplish the *211 hour's warmup jogged round for a 
Sirther eight minutes, The next move was to the track where,s 
Some more jogging sweat clothes were discarded & spikes put - 
Tne schedule for the day:4 x 1200 metres or rather 4 x 3 mile at 
abdout 3:20.0-3:22.0 speed with 12 minutes jogging in between, 
wearing a sweater. Thor he had only got home the night b 
at 1.30 after being gu of honour at Middlesex Iadies A, 
nner,Gomon found he could manage six time trials. He us 
finds he can do a little more than Gerschler's programme whic 
really represents the minimum work he allows himself to do. 

t the results of his six runs. The 4th was partially 
t by the fact that he was given the w lap time. 


a trial 2nd trial 3rd trial 4th trial 5th trial 6t 
1 50.8 63.8 66.0 65.1 66.5 5 
2 8740 67.0 67.8 68.0 68.5 

3 65.9 69.1 65.0 67-4 67-0 
Total 3:13.7 3:19.9 3:18.8 3: 20.5 3: 22.0 3: 


Pirie felt tired at the start, picked up on the 3rd trial 
but said his legs felt numb on the 5th. His very first lap was a 
nost impressive example ot an irrepressible joie de vivre . At 
the end of the 6thtrial he finished strongly & then jogged a lap 
in bare feet on the grass,revelling in this comparative co: 
‘de jogged for another fifteen minutes until the Tooting clo 
read 1.48, The required three hours were over. 

Gordon went straight over to the snack bar where he drank 
& pint & a half of milk laced with 2 half pint bottles of pine- 
ipple juice, Then back to the changing-room for a long drink of 
water & shower. Pirie would occasionally exclaim "Here's another 


tions were tested at various speeds on a bicycling 
Kurt Reindell the resident lecturer in physiology at th 
Finally Gordon was told to gc as fast as he could for as 1 
could. Eventually, after 14 minutes, soaked in sweat, Pirie was still 
‘cycling. Dr. Reindell stepped forward, amazement on his face"Al1 
ri:ht, stop !",he exclaimed,"we're not getting anywhere!". 


The British champion's plans for the future are clear-cut. his 
aim is to win the 5,000 & 10,000 metres at Berne. To succeed ne feely 
he mist run 28:50.0 & 13:50.0. In the 10,000 the task is st 


the final 300."The last lap but one is the time when your opp 
is relaxing,preparing himself for the final drive. It is the 
jump him as he is not nentally primed for a struggle". 


has made 1:51.0 the target & Gordon will run only in ‘ 
~couver. He will defend both his AAA titles & then on to Be 
WILL run cross-country but only twice - the Surrey & Inter-ha 


his programme permits he might run against Bannister in late } 


the enthusiasm I witnessed last month at Tooting continues, I 
no doubt that these fantastic times will be done at Melbourne. 


but the surrounding countryside is very suitable for running. While 
ataying at Freibourg with Gerschler, Pirie spent a lot of tine off 
the track (though he } 


to run 20 x 200metres in under 28 secs. on 


one occasion). He t @ very exhausting I.Q. test of adding long 

lists of figures which ell Gerschler's protégés have to 9 *hrough & 

managed to break the previous record held by 3 rthel. Then his reac- 
mm of Dr. 


ty. 


as he 


ri -t 


PIRIE'S MLANS FOR THE TU 
main 


5 


forward enough - get out in front & stay there. But in the 5,000 he 
will run a carefully planned taetical race & he may not attempt to 
lead until the last three laps. Pirie is a great believer in a dis- 


ce runner making the final effort over the last 800m. instead of 
nent 


& mile.Gerschler 


urin early season races will be over 880 
During the y hee adhe: We Tae 


4 minute mile is,of course, in his mind tut he does not 3 


H eh + np in 57.0 
can do it. He believes he would have to do the 1st lap in 57.0.If 


May. 


In 1956, Reindell says Pirie should run 13:44.0 & 29:40.0! If 
nave 


Pirie Will Do It 


Only 25 minutes later the crowd 
were shouting for another 
world record with Gordon Pirie 
loping. round .the track in the 
three miles during the match 
against France. 

For the first three laps he kept 
within his target of breaking 
the Swede Gundar Haegs’s time, 
put then the oyposition began 
to fall away, and he was left to 
battle alone over the critical 
second mile arr? began to drop 
behind the stop watch. 


n he began the third mile he 
= 3.2 zeconds behind the lap 
times needed to break Haegs’s 
record. A gallant effort to jive 
Britain a second world record 
jin an hour ended in his missing 
it by four seconds. ee 
But he beat a number of other 
times, including his own 
British all-comers’ record by 
-Asec. Bog 
There is little doubt that Pirie 
will break this record eventu~- 
ally, as he has crept nearer 
every time he has run the three 
miles. 7 
To gauge the strength of his time 
of 13min. 36.4sec. it must be 
remembered that only three 
men in the world had beaten 
14min. before the war and not 
one British athlete. 


three 
Gre 


TROIS MILES. — Pirie, suiyi de Green, s’en va vers la victoire dans ce 3 miles, 
sous I‘ceil sombre et méditatif de Mimoun, « Ah! si j‘avais couru! » 


Gordon Pirie alkaa jo uhkailla Héggin maailmanenniatysta, sil- 
li hiin juoksi Englanti—Ranska yleisurheiluottelussa 3 miailia 
aikaan 13.36,4, miki on myés uusi Britannian ennitys. Seuraavi- 
na ovat oheisessa kuvassa F. Green, M. Abdel Krim ja RB. Mahatt 


Pirie (G.B.), 1:_F. 


Abdel Kiim 


ALI beh. 7") 8 FIMO te ee 


—_ 


ANOTHER PIRIE 
TRIUMPH 


A THRILLING MILE 


FROM OUR ATHLETICS CORRESPONDENT 
A dramatic surprise awaited the 40,000 
people who had assembled at the White 
City on Saturday to witness the British 


Games and, above all else, see what would 
happen in the international invitation 
mile. In it, even without such men as 
Bannister, Barthel, Lueg, and Landy, there 
was a field of some distinction. Santee, 
of America, and Ericcson, of Sweden, 
obviously were outstanding. Nankeville 
and Chataway recently had helped to set 
up new world figures in a relay. Then, 
of course, there was D. A. G.. Pirie, 
indulging in what most people thought 
was little more than a sporting experiment. 
Yet it was Pirie who won, and in the 
manner of achampion. His time of 4min. 
6.8sec., in fact, made him the third fastest 
British miler on record. 


The afternoon was beautifully fine, but a 
southerly wind blew up the track not only in 
the faces of the sprinters and hurdlers but 
of the milers:and half-milers as they raced 


PIRIE’S JUDGMENT 


Lawrenz set the time for the first quarter, 
61sec., and for the half, 2min. 4.4sec., at which 
stage the order had changed only to the extent 
of. Santee moving up sharply in front of, 
Ericsson. One can at least claim to have! 
noted that Pirie was running with admirable 

i ease and, for him, rare restraint, in the fourth 
| position. 

In the course of the third lap Pirie added 
considerably to the excitement by moving up 
in front of Nankeville, Chataway and Law- 
renz, but Santee and Ericsson went with him 
and, although Pirie led at the bell in 3min. 
8.4sec., the spectators—unless there were any 
with inside information—still regarded his 
effort as more of a gesture than a serious 
challenge to the reputations of Santee and 
Ericsson, not to mention the others. Leaving 
the straight for the bend leading to the back- 
stretch, the pace quickened into a dash and 
not only Santee but Nankeville and Ericsson 
went after Pirie. Unfortunately, the dash 
brought about a collision between Nankeville 
and the Swede, who, as it turned out, was 
disqualified for something vaguely described 
as an infringement. 

Nankeville regained his balance and con-| 
tinued his challenge of the leaders, but it was 
Santee who passed Pirie so swiftly that again 
one grossly underestimated Pirie’s capacily as 
a miler. Pirie, in fact, fought back at once, 
and so well and with such determination 
that, although Santee was clearly in front at 
the final bend, there still were no signs of him 
shaking off the pursuit completely. Indeed, 
amid a roar of cheering, Pirie overhauled a 
swerving Santee about 50 yards from the tape 


I AES BN 


up the straight on the western side of the and stayed on to beat him by three yards. 
stadium. These conditions prevented the Nankeville was given the third place, a further 

15 yards behind. Santee accepted his surpris- 
| ing defeat handsomely, and Pirie was given an 
ovation which ended only when the television 


| A White Gity (de triste mémoire) se sont déroulés samedi les « British 
PIRIE | BATTABLE Games ». Voici un passage du « mile » enlevé magistralement par le 
3 * jeune Anglais Gordon Pirie, dans le temps excellent de 4’ 6” 8/10. 
Pirie fut félicité aprés sa victoire par le fameux Suédois Gundar Haegg. Sur notre photo, dans I’ordre : 


Lawrenz, Chataway, Nankeyille, Pirie (39), Ericsson, et le célébre miller américain Wess Sante. 


D. A. G. Pirie winning the international mile 
at the White City in 4min. 6.8sec. 


setting up of any track records, but they could 
not prevent Pirie from adding to his recent| 
triumphs in the three and six miles a still, 
more remarkable victory in a vastly different 
kind of event. Pirie, admittedly, had dabbled, 
in the mile before and achieved the excellent} 
time of 4min. 11sec. on one occasion. But 
who would have thought him capable of 
running an almost model mile in such a field,! 
or of cutting his own best time by 
such a margin in the process ? His last Jap 
was not the least astonishing part of the 
performance. 

The excitement could be felt and heard 
when the event was announced. The great 
Whitfield—another experimentalist—-had with- 
drawn to run in the 880 yards, and Taipale, a 
Finn, was also an absentee, but a field of 
six was ample. Lawrenz, a comparatively 
unknown German, set the pace, followed by 
Chataway, Nankeville, Pirie, Ericsson, and 
Santee, the last two lying so far back as to’ 
convey an impression almost of indifference 
to the opposition. Admittedly, both had times 
to their credit which seemed to warrant the 
confidence, but the tactics proved disastrous 
in the end. 


cameramen cornered him. 


This was the finish of a sensa- 
tional race ... Britain’s Gordon 
Pirie, in his first all-star mile, 
beats America’s Wes Santee, to 
win in 4min. 6.8sec. as the White 
City crowd roars its joy. 


| 
| 


Gordon Pirie (left) wearing 

his Helsinki Olympic sweater, 

meets Gundar Haegg, former 

Swedish miler, who has come 

nearer than any other runner to 

Pirie’s new objective, the four- 
minute mile. 


Hi 
i: 
4 


. HEAVILY LADEN with ruck- 
sack and pack, Britain's wonder 
runner Gordon Pirie, the 22- 
s-old bank clerk who did the 
mile in 4 minutes 6.8 seconds at 
White City last week, left King’s 
Cross today for a holiday in 
Norway. He travelled with the 

th London Harriers and 


vacation will include four 


angry: 


| 


Race was 


NO race. 


_OSLO, Tuesday.—Gordon | 
Pirie, 22-year-old bank 
clerk who is now Britain’s 
wonder runner, said to- 
night that he and Belgian 
Franz Herman “fixed” a 
race between them. 


It was an angry Pirie who 
finished the 3,000 metres in 
Oslo ten yards. behind | 
Herman. ! 

For Pirie was taught a lesson 
in finishing by the 23-year-old 
Belgian schoolteacher in a 
terrific tussle over the last 50 | 
of the 3,218 yards. 


So slow 


Their times were so slow that 
many of the crowd called the 
race a mockery. Herman 
did 8mins. 39.4secs.; Pirie 
8mins.  41.6secs. Pirie has 
previously done the distance in 
8mins. 8secs., and Herman in 
8mins. 6.6secs. 


PIRIE LOWERS A 
TRACK. RECORD 


Bercen, Norway, Tuesday. — 
Gordon Pirie, British holder of the 
world six-mile record, beat the track 
‘record here tonight when he easily 
‘won the 1,500 metres in Sr 
53.4sec. 


1500 m. leap. 


| 
| 


1) Gordon Pirie, SLH 3.53 
2) John Midtbo, Tjalve 4.01 
3) Mike Firth, SLH 4,01 
4) Per Stromsnes, Viking 4.11 
5) Jare Stoland, Gular 4,13 
6) Roy Jensen, Nymark 4,14 
7) Johnny Prin. :, SLH 4.17 
8) Kare Ness, Norrona 4.18 
9) Norman Jondal, Gular 4.19 


SOCORRO 


GORDON PIRIE. (til venstre) bryter mdlsnoren lett og uanstrengt 
etter en unnerlia 1500 meter. Til hoyre er det kamp om meterne ved inn: 


Afterwards Pirie threw his 
running clothes on the floor of 
the changing room in a rage | 

and said : “ Yes, I’m angry. Not | 
_ because I lost, but with the 
| Norwegian promoters. 

“The race should never have 
been run. Neither Herman nor 
I wanted it. 

“T have to run for England 
in our toughest match of the 
year in Berlin on Saturday, and 
Herman has to show the flag 
behind the Iron Curtain, in 
Rumania the same day. It is 
only four days off. 


‘ ® ’ 
Pipped 
“The Norwegians insisted on 
us turning out. They said they 


long-distance races. 


PIRIE CLIPS RECORD,| —_ ow Pirie wins| 
KEEPS ON GOING oo 


B 1s worlc six-mile record 
| From RALPH HEWINS: Odda (Norway), Sunday | 


, tonight won over 800 metres 
| 


min, 56sec. 
| Nags man Gordon Pirie is at it again. The 22-year-old | He was a member of a South 
Coulsdon (Surrey) bank clerk yesterday clipped 12.2 | Bends Bae ae ee gained 
seconds off the track record in_ this athletics-minded ; poses! 1 o. meeiie ee 
industrial town when he made his own pace to clock 


dden, on a track slow after 


would lose £500 if we dis- 3 minutes 53.2 seconds for 1,500 metres. af ea ee sae, effort, | 
appointed the crowd today. At 6 a.m. today he was up | eee eT geet oerboe | 
“What could we do? But again in time for 30 minutes’ | a i bide 
before the start Herman and I training before catching a 57 /38ec. : : 


motor coach for the 12-hour 
ride to Notodden. whe 11 


agreed to run slowly. He pipped 
re he will 
| compete again tomor: 


me with his quarter-miler finish- 
ing burst in the home straight. 
Herman confirmed Pirie’s 
version. He said: ‘ Gordon and 
I were forced into a_ position 
where we had to stage-manage 
the race if we were to do justice 
to our countries on Saturday.” 
FOOTNOTE: The race 
provided pure comedy as well 
as hot temper. Because of the 
“goslow ” pact, Pirie’s brother 
Peter, just an ordinary club 


ow. | 
After snatching a bite of food 
on atrival at Notodden he was| 
ibroadcasting over the Norwegian 
lradio at 9 p.m. tonight. 
| “Don't sou ever get fagged ?” 
| {T asked. ‘I must say I am a 
| bit tired now,” he was human 
| enough to admit. 
| 
1 


Tomorrow he is down for the 


This was no test 
ee ee ae for Pirie 


runner, was 100 yards in the \ 4 t 4} Dank Tater 

s - lpilled to meet the great Belgian ‘ 

lead on the last lap. lrunner Frans Herman, who has VOSS (Western Norway), Pri- 

The stars just managed to Ibeen beating the 3.000 metres day—Gordon Pirie. British holder 
\ of the world six miles record, and 


catch him. And the crowd t \orld record holder, Gaston Reiff ‘ 
= other members of the South 


loved it. \ lall this season. ; 
| London Harriers -team, won five 


= pene 


Belgium's FRANS on en 4 — ee on ee , events at . cg international 
pele Mee. a s Benet a athletics meeting here. 
England 8.41.6. 3) Joe LaPierre, Pirie had nearly half-a-minute 


| USA 8.43.2. 4) Peter James, Pirle, -9 spare when winning the 3000 
England 8.48.4. 5) Johan Brings- { metres in 8min. 11.4sec. from the 
jrud, Notodden 9.12.4. 6) Amund | a Norwegian Viggo Opheim. 


| Bohn, Simostranda J. L. 9.13.8. 


ee 


Now Pirie must choose: 
Run or | : 


swot 


Daily Mail Reporter 
EDWARD GORING” 
‘Te young bank clerk 

who is on the way to be- 
coming one of the world’s 
greatest runners, 22-year- 


old Gordon Pirie, returned. 


from a 12-mile trot in the 
noonday heat yesterday 
and said: “Training, 
that’s the thing.” 


It is also Pirie’s dilemma. For 
the lean, lanky, 6ft. 2in. 
athlete spends all his spare 
time training. 

Each ‘evening he goes home to 
Coulsdon, Surrey, after putting 
away his ledger, and runs 
across the Downs. Last. week he 
covered more than 100 miles. 

But for a _ successful banking 
career the Institute of Bankers 
examinations lie ahead. needing 
most of his-leisure time for 
study. 


Pirie, who has not yet decided ° 


whether work or play should 
come first, is concentrating at 
present on athletics ratner than 
accountancy. 


MHext—Zatopec 


Holder of the world six-mile re 
cord. he surprised everyone by 
beating internationals in the 
British Games at the White 
Cttv Stadium, London. on Sa: 
urday and winning the mile ‘n 
4min. 68sec 

“I am disappointed in one way.’ 
he said yesterday. “I was hop- 
ing to do better than 4min. 

sec.” « 

His.aim now is to catch up on 
champions Zatopek (10,000 
metres) and Gundar Haegg 
(5.000 metres). 

But Gordon's 52-vear-old father 
Mr. Alexander Pirie, is wonder- 
ing about his -son’s future 
Looking wistfully at the trophy 
which he won for cross-country 
running in 1226, he said: “I 
was like Gordon when I was his 


aze” 


Mr. Pirie, a tormer internationa! 


ethiete, president of South Lon- 
don Harriers. whose running 
career has only just ended 
added: 

“T had to choose between sport 
and examinations. I decided on 
sport. Now I wish I had gone 
in for the examinations. Bread 
and butter is important. you 
know ” 


No more miles 


Gorcon 1s too modest to set out 
to break records and is surprised 
wren it happens 

Although on Saturday he :rounced 
sone of the world’s fastest 
milers—including Kansas cow- 
boy Wesley Santee—Pirie does 
not plan to run another mile in 
compstition this year. 

Next Friday he leaves with a 
South London Harriers team for 
races in Norway 

He said: “ The nearest I shall get 
to a mile time will be during 
two 1.500-metre events in Nor- 
RAE 


PS: 


He just Reeps.. 


WITH a neave 

and a ho, 
Pirie hoists up a 
home-made bar- 
bell. 

Training is 
under way for 
something 
which, to Pirie, 
is far more 
important, 
Running. 


He began 
(left) at five ; 
now runs 100 
practice miles a 
week. 

And here (be- 
low) is how he 
looked as he | 
won the mile ct j 
the White City. 


-.Oon running 


Det var svdrt att fdnga in Gor don Pirie, 


men vi lyckades slutligen fa honom i nétmaskorna. Hans mal dr varldsrekord . 


Entiflec| 
Gordon Pirie 
Is Twice 
i Honoured 


“Evening News” Reporter 
[HE A.A.A. announced the fol- 
lowing annual awards to- 
day: To Gordon Pirie (South 
‘London Harriers)—the C N Jack- 
son Memorial Cup. as the out- 
standing athlete of the year. 
Also the Harvey Memoria! Gold 
Cup, for the best champion of the 
year, for his dual victory in the 
three miles and the six miles 
A.A.A. championships. 
The last athlete to win these two 


awards in the same season was 
Sidney Wooderson in 1946. GORDON PIRIE 


or 
introducing 


(GORDON 
PIRIE 


the bank 
clérkK— 


Cesavew itch 


To-morrow that ue- 
Mr PIRIE isn't running init ‘i 
A _ 


t 
ame 
its run 25 


Sa miles Was 
, pes wee 2 ; 
will leaving he, 7 3 ng we. Pirie: U.S. tribute 
Bank until JGVERY year around this time the 


US. awards the Helms World 
Trophy honours. They are given 
to the foremost amateur athietes 
in each of the five continents, 
and will be announced today. 


Il! give you one guess who gets 
the prize for Europe—and you 


pane rad oes 
then having miles we shauld 


have been Two 


(il Tt late. 


Mr 
PIRIE 


will be wrong if you name 
Zatopek. It goes to our own 
Gordon Pirie, for excelling at 


distances from one to six miles. 

loves. His namie ill be spareved on, the 

| ems orlc rophy which is 

Funnin 4 iaaaret of silver and gold and 6ft. tall, 

h Wi daw. 7 +5 \nindow and hey receives mgs plaque 

iat to add to the already formidab!e 

[ So muc he sac prize collection smothering the 
mi am handing Pirie sideboard at Coulsdon. 

\\ With two world records this year, 

ah dene overdra Pirie’s fame has spread far and 

wide, but I think what impressed 


Americans even more than his 
fong runs was his shock defeat 
iler, Wes Santee, 
ited London last 


As whenin And thant 
the Bank ee N 


~ hifi the rest of ) 


te ust 
pene? ims. 2S 


when he v 


| August. 
| The Helms setections are made only 
after hundyr of athietics 


authorities throughout the world 

have been consulted, and Pirie 

is the first E shman to be 
chosen as Eu S outstanding 

! athlete. Highiy encouraging— 
but is Pirle satisfied ? He is not, 

“7 am still short of world standard. 
I've got to train even harder,” 
he says. His big ambition is to 
beat Zatopek i in the coming Euro- 
pean championships and, if pos- 
sible. go on to win an Olympic 
crown in 1956 


Tributes To Pirie 


NOTHER commemorative 
plaque is on the way to the 
Coulsdon home of Gordon Pirie, 
the Lloyds Bank clerk who 
rocketed to the top as Britain's 


A ough the, 
LY easier Accounts =f 


1B 

STILL GOING STRONG alier greatest distance muaner this year. rea 
312 f laps at Toot- This time it is a silver one, from H 

aeeedi ares . : Ger the United States, presented by ee 

ing Bec was wonder runner . the Helms Athletic Foundation, bag 
don Pirie, 22, named today by who have named our Gordon as | 
the Amateur Athletic Association the foremost athlete in Europe. 

as winner of both the C. N. Jack. Pirie will have his name a | LF 
son Memoria] Cup as Athle'e of graved on the Helms world tro ya | 
the Year and the Harvey Golc in Los Angeles. He is the first | 

Cup as the AAA Champ.on of the Englishman to figure on t&e list 


since the award was started in | 
Year, 1948, 


Lrrter Bamcs (@oss- Courier (yanhorsai 


li a ed 


Latest Pirie title 


~ merely 


Bees through the 
trees into a clearing and 
streaking for the finish- 
line at sprinters’ pace, 
Gordon Pirie, the 20-mile- 
a-day man, earned yet 
another title on Saturday 
when he won the inter- 
banks’ cross - country 
championship on Hayes 
Common, Kent. . 


As a bank clerk, Pirie could 
hardly miss an event like 
this Besides, his bank, 
Lloyds, were defending the 


team title. He rose to the) p 


occasion with his usual bril- 
liance, and not another of 
61 runners was in sight as 
he completed the five miles. 


But for Pirie, although he is 
national champion. Ccross- 
country running no longer :has 
a recognised place in his pro-; 
gramme. In normal conversa-) 
tional tones. while other men} 
were coming in completely: 
“blown,” Pirie told me he had, 
given it up for good. | 


OVERTIME 


“Why? It interferes with my 
training. I've got a_ track 
schedule mapped out that I am 
hopeful will bring me European 
and ha feo se honours. It means 
three ours’ training a night 
after my day’s work.” 

He covers 20 miles a night, either 
across the common near his 
Coulsdon home or on a cinder 
track, mixing short, fast bursts 

, with long spells of slow running. 

| That is the Zatopek method, 
though it is planned for him by 

his German trainer, Gerschler. 
| 


with a weekly letter. 

No wonder a_ five-mile race 1s 
treated by Pirie like a training 
spin! That is all it was, really, 
for having inquired what his 
time was (29min. 57sec.) and de- 
clared himself ‘‘ disappointed,” 
Pirie put on a blue jacket and 
departed on a six-mile solo run. 

It was his fifth successive victory 
in the race. and though from 
now on it is going to be a “duty 
event.” there is no reason why 
he should not double his score. 
He won by 26sec, from J. D. 
Wood, of the trophy-winning 
Barclays team. and third was his 
brother Peter. 

And making it a real family occa- 
sion for the Pirie boys, their 


‘duty’ 


By 
GEOFFREY 


SIMPSON 


father, Alex Pirie, turned out in 
running kit and trained while 
the race was on | 
Pirie senior’s influence on Gor- 
don’s triumphant rogress is 
not small. He is a Scottish ex- « 
international and former presi- 
dent of South London Harriers, 
to which the Piries belong. 


PIRIE RETAINS BANKS TITLE 


Although he had a fall during the race, 
. A. G. Pirie, Britain’s athlete of the year, 
easily scored his fifth successive win in the 
five-miles championship of the Inter Banks 
A.A. at Hayes, Kent. on Saturday, his time 
being 29min. 57sec. Parts of the course were 
slippery and Pirie, who was running in plim- 
solls, fell after covering half the distance, but 
he lost. little time by the mishap and won by 
about 120 yards from J. D. Wood, who was 
runner-up in 30min. 23sec. 

There was a surprise in the team champion- 
ship as Pirie’s side, Lloyds. who had held the 
title for three years, were beaten by Barclays 
by a single point. 
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NOT SUCH A 
GAY GORDON— 
BUT HE WON 


HE man who hit the 
headlines with a 
rumour that he’s 

bound for America makes 
a striking Front Page 
picture. With cheeks 
blown out and a general 
air of “ Am I glad that’s 
over,’ Britain's wonder 
runner, Gordon Pirie, sits 
down in the foggy gloom 
to put on his socks after 
retaining his Surrey 
cross-country title at 
Wimbledon yesterday. 
His time for the 74 miles 
was 39min. 37sec. 

But for once Galloping 
Gordon did not have 
matters all his own way. 
He led from the start but 
was chased for nearly 
three-quarters of the way 
by 21-year-old Peter 
Driver, a_ fellow. club 
member of South London 
Harriers, who finished 
only 30 yards (6sec.) 
behind him. 

Once he was nearly 
caught by Driver, last 
year’s national junior 
champion, but managed 
to draw away from him 
near the end. 

Said Pirie afterwards: 
“T don't like the fog. It 
was one of my _ worst 
experiences.” He finished 
the race coughing badly, 
but immediately went in 
search of Driver to 
congratulate him. 

Asked last night about 
THAT rumour, Pirie re- 
plied: “Well, it is true, 
partially. I have not 
decided definitely.” 
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ORDON PIRIE, 22- peo I might ae a 

-ol. erica. On e other 

earik leeks nestl rane Band, I might like it very 

much, 

ning record-shatterer, “Most of the studying 

may go to America to over there appears to be 

study at a leading uni- done between September 
versity—and run for 


and May, so I could quite 
7 " possibly hop over to defend 
the university, too. 
He said last night at 


tation and eventually be- 


PAINT FIRM SAVES No. 1 ATHLETE FOR BRITAIN 
Se ee | AEE ER BRED 


Gordon Pirie Is NOT Going 
a To United States 


international rule. 
By H. J. OATEN _ 


family do not want me to 
go, nor do several friends.” 
His mother said: “It’s 
what lies behind the invi- 
tation that matters most. 
“Y’m not very impressed, 
but I can only advise. It’s 
up to Gordon.” F 
Asked if he might stay 
in America permanently, 
Pirie said: “How can one 


Pirie runs in the Surrey i 
cross - country champion- } GORDON PIRIE has been saved for Britain. No American 


some of my British titles.” 
If he accepted the invi- 

Coulsdon, where he lives: 

“TI have received invita- 

tions from several Ameri- 

can universities, 


UNDECIDED 


“Tt is a great oppor- 
tunity, but I have not yet 
made up my mind. 

“TY shall have to talk the 
matter over with several 
people before I make a de- 
finite decision. 

“In any case, I would 
not go before the European 
games in Switzerland next 
August.” 

He would not say which 
universities have made the 
offers. He added: “My 


Pirie may go 
in July 


Bank clerk Gordon Pirie, at 22 
Britain's greates: distance runner, 
said in the 700th edition of the 


The 6ft. 


Pirie offered 
scholarship 
by U.S. 


university 
Daily Mail Reporter 


(GORDON PIRIE, 22-year- 
old Croydon bank 
clerk who holds_ the 
world’s six-mile record, | 
may work his passage to} 
America to take up a 
scholarship at a leading 
American university. 
2in. record-breaker 
said at his Coulsdon home 
last night: “If I accept the 
offer, I will not leave Eng- 


Jand until after the European 
Games next August, when I 


ship at Wimbledon to-day, | } 


University is to be allowed to snap up the greatest 


British athlete of the year 
scholarship. 

Instead the tall, lean Sur- 
rey runner who lives for no- 
thing but athletics will stay 


with an offer of a sports 


region of something over £800 a 
year. 

Pirie will be 23 next month 
“his new job with its seven years’ 
contract will, therefore, see him 


in this country—in a new|through the most important years 


job which will give him 


of his athletics career in circum- 
|Stances which he considers ideal 


more time to carry on his|for the plans he has mapped out 


athletics preparation in the 
|way he regards best. 

i Pirie has accepted an appoint- 
jment as a salesman with a firm 
|of paint manufacturers and sup- 
pliers, To-day he resigned his 
position as a Lioyds Bank clerk. 
and will start his new job on 
March 1. 


salary and commission, and 
being provided with a car. He is 
;On @ Seven years’ contract “I 
‘did not ask for the contract,” 
Pirie told me. “but my new em- 
plovers thought it would be a 
safeguard. 


‘Enough Freedom’ 


“Tf I take too much time off for 
my athletics my sales will go down 
and I'll earn less, The situation 
1s, however. that in this new posi- 
tion I will have enough freedom 
to train as it suits me best. 

“No longer will it be necessary 
for me to rush home from work 
at night and then get in my 
training runs in the dark. If I 
want to, I can train in daylight 
an. that is a very great help to 
somebody like me who has to 
train for long periods cvery day 
if I am to achieve all my ambi- 
tions on the track.” 


In his new job Pirie will be on 


|for himself on the track. 

| Not that 30 can be spoken of as 
|a retiring age for Pirie. He has 
;only just touched the fringe of 
| what we all expect to be a career 
/which will completely outshadow 
even the great Zatopek. 


| Regular Offers 


Offers of sports scholarships at 
American Universities have been 
reaching Pirie with almost weekly 
regularity for the past 18 months. 
_ The new job means no change 
in Pirie’s plans for 1954. “I shall 
carry on according to tkw schedule 
I have mapped out with Gersch- 
jter,” Pirie told me. “This means 
that if they want me to goto Van- 
;couver for the Empire Games in 
iJuly I am ready, but my main 
jobjective will be, as always, the 
| European championships in Berne 
jat the end of August, when I look 
‘forward to another meeting with 
|Zatopek.” 


NEW JOB TO 
HELP GORDON 


oe an th Hg ne ck i Next to Jim Peters, the mara- ; 7 
ast night that he had not yet run against Zatopek, the thon star, Pirie is the hardest: PIRIE TRAIN 
ent te bf a OL ee he Czech. working ee pa bo 

R ue. S ip “And: if I go it should be pos- it comes to training. is daily Gordon Pirie is res 

aad .to study at—and run for sible for ke to hop back to de- training under his German coach, job With Linea: Ee 


—an American university. 


fend some of my British titles. 


such as some American univer- 
Sities are commonly supposed to 


Woldemar Gerschler, lasts three 


Once a week he does his three 
hours’ in Army boots” to 


taking another posi wi 


position 


will 


give him better 


Pirie, who erday Reinet the | hours and he never misses. firm 
Surrey cross-country  champion- 5 ’ : : m. 

ship, said later: “If I go it will No ‘inducements ig d ds gid ie 4 nes He will not be going to 

de some time during the summer, ; been home from ait at America to 

possibly July, “Tt is a plain, straightforward { change into oe I ae take up a 

ofler of sehoiaranip. There | Serge ie sports schol 

+ oy ry 2 ' mr ie AUP 

are no other inducements near his home at Coulsdon. ship, His new 


offer to athletes they desire to) 


strengthen his leg muscles. 


chances to 


rol. { : train as he 
ene { P:rie’s new {ob will ease his lik j hi 
} rk | _ Parle E ikes in this 

“In act, a showd page ve aie ” i financial problems. These can be country, 
TIDY PASSARE BELOSS ae quite considerable—Pirie _ esti- Ras df @ ee 
Pirie refused to name the univer- mates his athletics cost him at mother said 


sity making the offer—one of 
several he has received from 
American universities. i 
“J was first approached at the} 
Helsinki Olympic Games,” he 
said. “Inv:tations have been 
reaching me ever since then. 


Pirie said he would talk over the; 
offer with several people before 
making up his mind. One of, 
those whose advice he will seek 
is his German coach. and 
mentor, Waldemar Gerschler, 


Tf he goes he will be following in 
the dootstens of Jack and Bert 
Wardrop, the Scots boys and 
British swim champions. who 
are now studying at Michigan 
University. 

a 


FOOTING IT—Gordon Pirie 
On the way from his Coulsdon 
home today to travel by train to 
the City, where he began his 
new job as a paint salesman. “I 


| like the exercise.” he said, re- 


least £2 weekly in travelling and 
other incidentais. 

His new salary will be. in his 
own words. ‘‘considerablv higher 
than before ’”’—I believe in the 


today: “Gordon 
i has had many 


+ 


lletters and 


j several 


of jobs since jt 
became known 
(that American 
univ e rsities 
; Wanted him. 
“He thought 


it over 


and 


took this one.” 


|. Pirie, who j 
j hardest trai 


modelling 


pek, 


hopes to meet jn th 


hj 
the 


championships 


| this year. 


' He covers 


m 


RITAIN’S national 
ballot to elect the 
Sportsman of the 

Year—the person who 
did most during the past 
year to raise the prestige 
of British sport—has re- 
sulted in a fine victory 
for GORDON PIRIE, 
the great middle-dis- 
tance runner who scored 
success after success at 
home and abroad, and is 
now our main hope to 
lower the colours of the 
fabulous Emil Zatopek 
this year. 


STANLEY MATTHEWS 
—Stanley the incomparable 


Pirie’s triumph 


football artist—is in second 
place. His great showings on 
his return to the England 
side after being “out in the 
cold” and his tremendous 
personal triumph in the Cup 
Final will earn him his place. 


LEN HUTTON, _ last 
year’s winner, is in third 
place. This seems hard on 
Len, after his captaincy of the 
team that won back the 
Ashes for us—but the cricket- 
lovers’ vote was “split” 
three ways between him, Alec 
Bedser and Trevor Bailey, 
both of whom are high up in 
the “ big twelve.” 

Show-jumping star PAT 
SMYTHE is in fourth place, 
and easily wins the title of 
Sportswoman of the Year—a 


separate award we _ intro- 


duced last year and of which 
Jeannette Altwegg was the 
first winner. Pat Smythe’s 
great victories in the show 
ring, particularly in America, 
won her thousands of votes. 
Runner-up sportswoman for 
the second year in succession 
is cyclist Eileen Sheridan. 
Surely her turn will come? 

The remainder of the top 
twelve are: Alec Bedser, Sir 
Gordon’ Richards, Trevor 
Bailey, Billy Wright, Lt.-Col. 
Harry Llewellyn, Geoffrey 
Duke, Randolph Turpin and 
Reg Harris. 

The leaders polled as fol- 
lows:— ‘ 
GORDON PIRIE ... 35,762 
STANLEY MATTHEWS 

24,406 
LEN HUTTON ...... 16,804 
PAT SMYTHE ...... 16,508 

Total yotes cast numbered 

104 750 
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6.30 SPORTSMAN 
OF THE YEAR 


Presentation of the 
Sporting Record Trophy 
to 
Gordon Pirie 
by Lord Aberdare, C.B.E. 
Commentator, Rex Alston 


R From the Savoy Hotel, London 
See ‘ Both Sides of the Microphone 


( 
| GORDON PIRIE and 
' PAT SMYTHE, elected 
Sportsman and Sports- 
woman of 1953, receive 
their ‘Sporting Record”’ 


Trophies from Lord | 
Aberdare. 


| 
| 


WOVE see w eV VYWUYY VV UWE, 


i “Play hard’ 
says Pirie 


pion, gave a message last 
night to Britain's up-and- 
coming youngsters. He said: 

“Go tor your sport hard, 
and go to win. If you do 
these two things, and be a 
good sportsman as well, you 
are sure to put Britain on 
top again.” 

Pirie was acknowledging 
the presentation of the 
“Sportsman of the Year” 


trophy by Lord Aberdare. 
Lord Aberdare described 
the choice of Pirie as a 
“fillilp to amateur sport 
generally, as well as a 
athletics.” 
He said the “ greatest 
Was likely to be seen this 
summer between Pirie and 


tribute to a miracle man of 
duel in sporting history” 
Emil Zatopek—* these two 
wonder men.” 

Miss Pat Smythe, the noted 
horsewoman, received a 


trophy as the sportswoman 
of the year, 
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Pirie Meeting His 
German Coach 


GC aeer PIRIE runs in Hannut, Belgium, to-morrow 
in a special race over two miles in which he can 
expect to meet a number of Continental stars, among 
them Gaston Reiff, Franz Herman and Van de Wattyne 
of Belgium. , , 


Gordon is — breaking. his 
decision not to run over the 
country in order to honour 
a promise made nearly a year 
ago that he would. appear in 
this event. 

The second reason for his 
journey is more personal and 
more important. Gordon will meet 
his German coach. Woldemar 
Gerschler, travelling up from 
Fribourg in the Black Forest. just 
to have a chat with his English 
protege. 


That New Job 


Ore of the more important 
things Pirie and Gerschler may 
talk about will be Gordon’s new 
job. which he starts on March 1. 
They will decide anv changes. if 
considered necessary, in Gordon’s 
training schedule once he becomes 
free :o train in the davtime and 
not only at night. 

Pirie will want to show 
Gerschler a letter he has just 
received from the man he is most 
anxious to beat—Emil Zatopek. 
It was a chatty. friendly letter, in 
which Zatopek told Pirie a little 
abou: his training plans but much 
more about himself and his wife. 
Dana Zatopkova. the Olympic 
women’s javelin champion, Dana, 
it apoears, has taken up ski-ing 
in a bie way. 


Zatopek’s Warning 


Zatopek’s strong advice to Pirie 
was. “Don’t accept any invita- 
tions to run in indoor events in 
Amezica. They have a disastrous 
effec: on summer plans.” 

Pirie is of the same opinion and 
has already turned down U.S. in- 
vitations, 


| 


URPRISE for Gordon: 


Pirie is a long and 
cordial letter from Czech 
wonder’ -runner Emil 
Zatopek, some. of whose 
records Pirie has sworn to 
smash. 

The letter, written in perfect 
English, siarts ‘Dear Gordon” 
and ends “Sincerely, - Emil 
_Zatopek.” And it advises Pirie 
not to accept any. offers of 
scholarships from U.S, universi- 
ties. z 

The triple Olympic champion 
confirms that he ‘is -training, as 
hard as ever, running five .200 
metres then’ 40 quarter-miles 
with only half a lap jogging 
between each and winding up 
with another five runs over 200 
metres. A total distance each 
day of about 164 mites. 


Wife Recovered 
"F ATOPEK'S fantastic pro- 
4 gramme is carried out 
seven davs a week and differs 
wideiy from Pirie’s training, 
which consists of fewer repeti- 
tions over longer distances 
Zatopek also gives news of his 
wife Dana, Olympic women’s 
} champion, who broke 
<le last summer when her 
husband playfully threw her 
into a swimming pool. 
He says the ankle is now 


jovia! Czech concludes by 
‘he is looking for- 
ward” to meeting Pirie again 
in Berne next August for the 
European championships. 
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Pirie leads his great Belgian rival 


gium. 

Pirie won the race by 25 
yards—and then, accompanied 
- by Gaston Reiff, went for an 
jhour’s training run under the 


Gaston Reiff home in the 3,700- 
metre race at Hannut, yesterday. 


Pirie’s time was 13min. 51.2sec. 
against 14min. 1.8sec. by Reiff, 


man coach, Waldemar Ger- 
schler! 

It is all part of the Pirie 
Plan for his expected meet- 
ings with the triple Olympic 
champion Emil Zatopek in 
the European championships 
at Berne in August. 


THE PLAN 


Gerschler, whose advice 
has always meant so much to 
Britain's champion, says 
“Pirie must train every day. 
Just enough to get tired but 
not exhausted.” 

And Gordon, with Berne in 
mind, will follow this plan. 

In yesterday’s race Reiff, 
winner of the 5,000 metres at 
the 1948 Olympics, and 
Langenus, another Belgian, 
stayed with Pirie until the 
half-way mark, but then the 
Englishman opened out and 
finished almost 25 yards in 
front of Reiff. 

Piries time was 13min. 
51.2sec. against Reiff’s 14min. 
1.8sec. with Langenus third in 
14min. 31sec. 


There’s no mistaking this long-legged athlete, even though he isn’t 


puffing out his cheeks. 


runner, seen here leading Belgian champion, Gaston Reiff 


It's Gordon Pirie, Britain’s world champion 


, in their 
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CROSS-COUNTRY TITLE Ts Te . 


TT eee Handshake for the winner 


The decision of D. A. G. Pirie (South 
London Harriers) to defend the title made | 
the result of the English National Senior | 
cross-country championship at Arrowe, 
Park, Birkenhead, on Saturday almost a 
foregone conclusion, and he won easily, 
covering the nine and two-third miles in’ 
50min. 55sec. 


K. L. Norris (Thames Valley H.), the 
Southern champion, was runner-up in 51min. 
23sec., some 90 yards behind the winner, and 
F. D. Sando (Aylesford P.M.S.C.), who had 
been runner-up last year, was third in 51min. 
32sec. Bolton United Harriers totalled 152 
points for their six scorers, South London Har- 
riers being second with 259, and Birchfield 
Harriers, the holders, third with 287. The 
leading finishers were :— 


|, D. A. G. Pirie (S. London H.) (holder), SOmin. 55sec. 
| K. L, Norris (Thames Valley H.), Simin, 2 
F. D. Sando (Aylesford P.M.S.C); Simin. 32se 3; 
C. M. Gray (Small Heath H.), Simin, 38sec.. 4; P. B. 
| Driver (S. “London H.), Simin, 45sec.,. 53; W. Ranger 
| (Easthourne Rovers). Simin. 47sec.. 6: D. Walker (Sheffield 
Utd. H.). Simin. Sisec., 7; M. R. Maynard (Herne Hill 
5 
52 


hmomn fo Kreleltet NEL fT Ian 


2. Simin, S2sec., 8} K. Wood (Shethcld Utd. H.). 
min, 7sec., 9: E. L. Hardy (Derby and County A.C.), 
min. 18sec... 19 


{ CHAMPIONSHIP.—Bolton United H., 13, 20. 
34, 37 ~ 452 points. 1; South London H.. i, §. 
259 points, 2; Birchfield H. (holders), 
: . 95 = 287 points, 3; Thames Valley H.. 
313 points, 4; Derby and County A.C., 396 points, 5; 
Coventry Godiva H., 405 poinis, 6. 


TOO FAST FOR 
CROWD, TOO 
FTER he had won the English 

Cross-Country championship 
at Arrowe Park, on Saturday, 

Gordon Pirie, the England 

runner, was mobbed by autograph 

hunters. He was rescued by Mr. 

W. L. Pollock, of the St. John 

Ambulance Brigade, who took 

him to a First-Aid hut. Pirie 

had a cup of tea at the hut. Then, 
as the crowd had not dispersed 
he ran from the hut to the 


dressing rooms and nobody could 
catch him up. 


The Mayor of Birkenhead (Alderman W. E. R. Short) congratulating , i 
Gordon Pirie after his success in the English cross-country champion: 

ships at Arrowe Park on Saturday. Looking on is Alderman H-- } 

Dawson (chairman of the Birkenhead Parks Committee).—Photo by THEY’RE OFF in the 


i Road Relay Race from 
_— Mate Brighton to-day. 


recora of Salford Harriers by 


'S SIDE Ban ee 
P i R I E Ss ore irie began his lap of ag nie 
1,288 yards ten seconds bet ne 


i arest rivals, but 
Li P RECORD Tandon over the baton to abe 
Driver at ee Sine 

i a lead of 65sec., hé 
BRILLIANT run by Gordon stored the distance in 33min. 


iri ft), who took the 29sec. 
Pirle et enabled South 786°. weinder of the club 


] est . Pa n n 
D. A. G. PIRIE LEADS K. N. NORRIS IN THE “NATIONAL” Mews of the Word tales oes «| Went on to Wi aon Hy abe 
aoe arte Ts the record time of 31min. 37sec.; 2, Belgrave il., 


sex Beagles, 4- 


4hr, 3lmin. 37sec. 4-33-43; 3, 
They beat the 22-year-old 34-24. 
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Surkeata 


Kestiivyysjuoksumme tilanne niyttaa talli hetkella 
hiemn surkealta. Vain Hannu Posti on niisti miehista, 
jotka kesii-heiniikuussa juoKsivat kovia tuloksia, siiilyt- 
tiinyt kuntonsa ainakin joten kuten. Julin jJalkavaivai- 
nen, Taipaleessa ’jotain ma4téa&” jne. Ja samaan aikaan 
lyévit mm. pitkai Gordon Pirie ja péitkA Viadimir Kuts 
lautaan aikoja, jotka hitkahdyttivit koko urheilevaa 


maailmas, 
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Pirie will 
not go to 
Vancouver 


ngland’s long-distance 
running star, Gordon 
Pirie, will not run in the 
| Empire Games at Van- 
| couver in July, says Harold 
Palmer. 


This is the result of a decision 
he has just reached to cut his 
travelling next season. If he is 
fit, as is almost certain, he will 
run in the European champion- 
ships in Switzerland in August; 
but he intends that that should 
be his only trip out of this 
‘country in 1954. 
| “J found it very tiring travel- 
jling to Helsinki for the Olympic 
|Games,” Pirie told me today. 
“That is only part of the 
distance that would be involved 
in a trip to Vancouver.” 

Amateur Athletic Association 
secretary Leslie Truelove 
recentiy asked _ prospective 
England team athletes whether 
they would be prepared to go to 
Vancouver. To this Pirie 
answered “ Yes.” 


‘Not committed’ 


“But I do not think this 
commits me in any way,” says 
Pirie. who says he will let Mr. 
Truelove know his decision 
e the team is picked. 

decision is Pirie’s alone, 

s German coach. Wa:demar 
. impres on him 
thar running many three or six- 
mite races would impair his 
2 ce deve!ooment. 
Tha: is why Pirle. 23 tomorrow. 
iil run most:y miles in the coming 
. but he does hope to run for 
-n In both 5000 and 10.000 
metres in the European Games, 


Pirie Is Turning 


Down U.S. Offer 


ing down 
romoters 
ngeles Coli- 


Gordon Pirie is turn 
a strong bid by 
of the Annual Los 
seum meeting to join the great- 
est field ever asse d in the 
history of miling on May 21, 
wr Norris WeWhirter. { 
The invitation. received today. 
offers to fly Pirie out to tace 
John Landy of Australia. Wes 
Santee, the American : mile 
record-holder, Mal Whitfield, 
the Negro world half-mile 


irecord holder and Jozy Barthel. 
lthe reign Olxm} 1,500 
[metres champion 

Pirie said: “I shall not go 
because I am not sioing any 
travelling this season unth 


| August.” 


PCauuer Pine . 


Surrey Boys Will 


Learn From Pirie 


them by expert coaches. 


It was a brilliant idea which 
came to the Surrey officials when 
they suggested to Pirie that he 
might transfer his daily training 
spell to Motspur Park for the 
duration of the course and give 
the boys the benefit of seeing him 
in_action. 

Pirie, an enthusiastic Surrey 
man himself, agreed. 


' 
| 
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Top Rank Training 


| The plan now is for Pirie to 
mappear each morning at a time 
mwhen normally the boys on the 
course would be having lectures. 
He will do between two and three | 
hours’ training daily, varying his 
methods so that the boys will see 
what it takes to attain the top 
rank of world distance runners. 


Schoolboys were able to see Gordon Pirie today 
during part of Surrey County AAA young athletes’ 
course being held at Motspur Park this week. 
They watched Pirie in action and later his training 
methods were explained to them by expert 


rhode were SPIKES FOR | 
| 


> PIRIE 


Putting on spiked shoes, worder runner Gordon Pirie was 
ready for training in Ladywell Park, South London. 


Two of Britain’s fastest feet 
+ oo. oe > i lo ie 


a ae a 
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Pirie flies off 


to Gevety = PIRIE SAYS 
cou ermert , == RECORD DAY 


Germany. Instead of 
defending his South of Eng- 


land six miles championship I : ee 
at the White City, London, on : 
Saturday, he flew to rejoin his 


coach, Professor Gerschler, 


f is first. 
N PIRIE ran his s 

Fee track races of mae — 

season at Wimbledon yesterc ey ile 
Heat and final of the ae 7 

ere Bir and Jaen ibe final. 

into thi l 

eee . year since he lost a race 

in England. 


i in 
a run a half-mile p 
ae a hour after running & 


‘ OM ac fies me. 
heat in 1min. 57.68eCc, satis speed 


he said, “I have done no 
training and this ca 


; t that will lead UD, © 
ALLOPING Gor iri A pe, to a world-record three-miles 
Pirie will be there for a fort ordon Pirie stepped on Whit Saturday. race in the 3 
night and will race in the pre- down from his plane at Northolt tee prampionships next = 
sence of the German who has Airport, London, last night after Shother mile in an faye oe 
trained him through the post. | winning the 2,000 metre event at at, Chiswick on MAY Tee miles of 
, pes that his club would | Freib wili come 1s vo British Games on 
keep the Southern title were ful-| iburg, Germany, and calmly the season at the 
Ste Doles Denes he Ow aevear-| announced he plans to beat the ‘Whit Saturday q 
The South London youngster was | world record for three miles in | Going For Recor 

g) yards down on the leader’ Ken London on June 5, writes DESMOND “If conditions are Wet bali. 
with "300 ae teh, Bete pa HACKETT. going [Or eee sid, and eX- 
caught Norris, Then came his all-out This incredible, matter-of-fact 22- perience has proved that when ty i 
burst and he won, with 20 yards to year-old athlete said: “I was only a says he is after records he rarely 1) 
POnly Pirie. egg stride and a half outside the record disappoints his public 1 

ra r : al 
among British athletes “have “os bcs Rigs in ane last yaar: NE 
faster over the distance. € was min. secs. and th —_ 
_ The performance put Driver in best ever is 13min. 32.8secs. . . el hit 
line for his first international track ei “This season I feel I am running better . paca: wi 
rest. lay be won for 6teeple- an ever. Switching from my job in a ad \ 7 ; 
* ing: st ying grea r 7 * : be ie 
ge eae cpcatiacioan havi to paint firm has made-all the ‘ j 
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Too much training 


“I was trying to crowd in too much 
training in too few hours, and was cutting 
out sleep. I was almost at breaking point 
when I was able to make the change.” 

On the Roger Bannister four-minute- 
bursting mile Pirie commented with that 
typical, cold detachment :— 

“T thought that first lap of 57.5 was too 
fast. I think the best way to tackle the 
mile is first lap 59secs., second lap 59secs., 

_ third. lap 60secs., fourth lap 59secs. 

“A mile in 3min. 55secs. is quite possible, 
but I think this will be done in a strictly Pirie returns 
competitive race.” ‘ ‘ 
Pirie will not be tackling that 

38min. 55secs. mile this season, but 

he brought back from Germany a 

highly secret training plan that F 

contained 18 inches of written ( 

instructions from his trainer 

Waldemar Gerschler. ! 
Plan-Pirie means a_ three-hour) 

daily training stint in addition to 
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i he Sward 

G else in t avere 

VERY THIN eeting at Caine 
a “overshadow Gordon Pirie 
Mea on mile (writes 


ANOTHER WIN 


de : DOUG pik AN into third play 
his widely varied competitive FOR PIRIE Bue aeian Hewson, ae had 
programme which quns : May 15— atte _ half-mile Big finishing 
championship, May 29—two-mile, G ORDON PIRIE, Britain's | hurled nimsey ec to snatch Nare's 
June 5—three-mile inter-county X ace distance runner, line in 4me om Polytenastr: 


championship. wound up his winter training | 


acmillan le spark 
in Germany yesterday by: re MGordon showing. og yar 
Then Zatopek winning a 2,000-metre race at and no fire. S min 1i6sec. 
i Freiburg in 5min, 19.8sec. down, returning “070 tiny, Surré 
And then Pirie switched that ‘Tony Barrett, ea. luctantly 
piercing gaze forward to the German spectators stood Athletic Club runner: Ce making, 
European Games (Switzerland in and cheered the lanky 22- did most of the one patr-mile. 
August) when he meets the man year-old paint salesman as, ‘clocking 2-7-9 tor covered it was 
he wants to beat most of anyone in the final stretch, hs \" With three 13" ead, followed Py 
in the world, that other record- streaked clear of Heinz still Barrett 1D @ Pirie. 
breaker, Emil Zatopek. 


Hewson an e 
Laufer, last year's - 5,000- vaillan forced the pac 


metre champion of Germany, 


Macmillan, 
Pirie, a shade ruefully, re- 


,the bell Mac t last 30, yards of 
arked: “ , lie : i\and but, for tha on he would 

y ce t start in Me 5000 Pirie said afterwards: “I desperation ci are 
metres and 10,000 metres. but was not out to break any surely sey ust too stupid for wordt 
with Zatopek you can never tell.” records. | only came here to \ t Wery, very disappointed to 
. were ; train and to let my t?ainer, oe but there is a long Pirie 

He treated his runaway win in my form bu 4,” sai ir 
the German international 2.009 Woldemar Gerschler, see me go in the season 7 he was feelin 
metres as just another training running in a competition. who explained. she morning, when 
cnore. Gerschler declared him- off colour and ce rate, it was 4 

Pirie said: ‘It was far too cold self compleiely satisfied with he took his 


to think about any records. There 


instead of its usual 38. olation from 
was snow around. 


Pirie’s performance, 


Pirie can take coe rain-sodden 
“By the time I was 250 metres World  rednre ar . apte the fact that 4-11.6 O° specialising uF 
from _ the finish everything was metres (1 mile 427 yards) is ie tet die ‘miles is fair PUY : ‘ / way there 
sparkling clear. I felt no fatigue. 5min. 7sec. by Gaston Reiff three and s “ce he had announce es . Ses, that’s Pirie, awat 
In fact, I felt rather silly, so I (Belgium). Bete ond act auite fit. Bi, 
sprinted out and won by 20 metres. that he 


he picture, 
he corner of _ catching 


Don 


int 
: ot a hope 9 
with i ewaow and 


“When I took the heart check-up 
from a specialist, Dr. Hans Reindell. 


Brian . . sperate 
iti ; their desp 
I was told I was in better condition Macmillan.‘ a Chiswick: 
than ever.” male 
As Pirie, looking sprinting-fit in 


his open-neck shirt, strode off. he 
threw back as an afterthought : "I 
think I shall do well this season. 


MotsPue — PARC. 


_ —it was training 
for the ‘Master Race’ 


© DOIRIE wins Surrey mile by only a stride.” ... 
‘« Pirie returns 4m. 10.6s. for mile.”’ 

Those are the comments, with their implications of semi- 
failure, which greeted Gordon Pirie, Athlete of 1953, when he 
ripped 0.6s. off John Parlett’s 1951 record for the , 

Surrey mile at Motspur Park. 

This was Pirie’s first competitive mile since he 
beat Wes Santee, the American, in 4m. 6.8s., at the) 
White City last summer, H 

When Pirie had finally “ unwound” himself, and 
I was able to catch up with him sitting down, I 
asked: , 

“ad you any target before the race?” 

The typical Pirie answer came. “ Yes,” he said, 
“ To win.” : 


Then he amplified this oy saying: “1 knew 1 could run | 
this two ways. Either a fast three-quarter in 3m. 5s.,' 
in which case l should have held the lead all the way. 

“In fact, the three-quarters was just over 3m. 12s., 


| 
| 
| 


and then I had to win. as I knew I would have to, on the 
final sprint.” 
LOOKING AHEAD.—Wond i 
7EAD.—Wonder Passing = Trafal : 
Tunner Gordon Pirie, a champion (from left)—Gordon Pirie, Chris 
Chataway, C. R. Brasher and 


of the present, was with 
, A Gab- 
rielle Arden, 3: of Hove, 8 sa SRE SRS aE 


ability at King Alfred Baths 


"supsesis “Mat she “may De a Bannister Runs 
Through the 
London Traffic 


“Evening News”? Re 
gi s porter 
r Wo of the world’s fastest 
: runners showed their paces 
in_the London traffic to-day 
pM Winston Churchill was the 
reaped And Roger Bannister 
frst man to run a mile in less 
ea four minutes, and Gordon 
Pirie, the Olympic long-distance 
phere were off to inspire a new 

But this record wo Sir Wi 

4 ould never r Winston Churchill shakes 

lot public penereate to ive See before the start om Bemnitee 
tain’s churches is the aim. waa Street. ee 
aces than £600,000 is needed—— ; 

at year to repair historic Sh 
Gail pore KO of which were 

‘or at 
Bilzabeth. e the re:gn of the first 
1é runners did not go - 

on the formal cinder take of a 
ve ts stadium but nipped smartly 
ee in the, limelight of White- 

a 10We ‘ fs 
ae camerse ciplesniiivd 

Crowds cheered them, a few 
tried to keep up, but soon got left 


NO ROOM FOR DEFEAT 


Had he not won the mile, Pirie would: have competed 
in the three miles as well—for defeat is no part of the 
Pirie plan, 

But this race and, I suspect, all the others in which 
he competes before the end of August are all by way of 
preparation for the “Master Race,” when Pirie 
tackles triple Olympic winner Emile Zatopek in the 
5,000 metres—just over three miles—in the European 
Championships at Berne, Switzerland. 

Pirie explained it this way: “J will have to be 
fitter than I’ve ever been in my life to beat Zatopek. 

J regard these shorter distance runs as all part of my 

training. 

“Tf I compete in a six-mile race on a Saturday, it 
means cutting out all training on the preceding Thurs- 
day and Friday, on the day itself, of course, and on the 

following Sunday.” 
ticipate more of these miles 


So I reckon we can an r 
coming up and, I suspect, in the B.B. (Before Bannister) 


Ee they would have een regarded as pretty good 
INAS. 


[ behind. 
Champion Gordon Pirie, hard pressed by P. Driver, wins the . an eiston and Pirie wer 
senior mile event in record time in the Surrey County A.A.A. companied by Chris Ghataway 
championships at Motspur Park on Saturday. , and C. W. Brasher, the Oxford 
“vt aS) ; is Blues who pera Bannister in his 
Pirie’s brilliant run in the Mot- record-breaking mile. ‘i 
Handshake 


Crowds cheered Sir Wi 

; inston 
pti he appeared, smiling, at the 
oor of No. 10 Downing-street to 
Start the runners with a St. 


spur Park mile was one of the high- 
lights of the meeting. Pirie tried 
to drop his opponents, but by the 


end of the third lap had not 

managed to do so, He began to look ; 

ia little anxious, for at this point eqees flag. 

young Brian Barrett, of Surrey A.C., The Prime Minister 5 : 
hands with them and pron 
an envelope containing a cheque 


for £500 to be delivered to four 


took the lead. 
London churches as grants from 


him off. Driver's time was a 
personal best of 4inin. 10.8sec. 


| 
\ 
| 
| An athlete similar in stature to 
Sydney Wooderson, he strode out 
round the last 440 yards and 220) the Historic Churches Tr 
tie : } f ; rust. of 
from home it seemed possible that which he is trustee. 
Pirie and P, Driver, of South Lon- But Bannister, Pirie, Chata- 
don Harriers, who had come up with foe te ee. Brasher did not have 
Barrett, would not succeed in c a Peawties, as 
ing him. ere | Pr gee abreast they success- 
Not a 4-minute mile—but a county record for Gordon © But Pirie still had plenty in leated ine Whitehall anc 
Pirie, winning the Surrey Championships’ mile in reserve and he overtook Barrett on Tratalerenuve | TORE 
4min. 10.6sec. yesterday, the last bend. The race was not | At St. Martin -in- the - Field: 
won, however, for Driver then three M.P.s and an ex-MP eld: j 
challenged Pirie, who only just held! : waiting in running kit to pt 
tinue along the Stra 7 
street g rand and Flee | 


. 
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pyjamas, ana llagyara anu 
unshaven after a restless night, 
opened the door. He was alone 
in the house and had hopped 
down the stairs on his one sound 


LY FAIRE, 
—[]Seeeeeeeeese 


PIRIE BREAKS DOWN 


bi ceni et nip Gordon 

Pirie, the “I will run, 
I won’t run” man, 
changed his mind again 
last night at the White 
City. 

He did run after all—and 
was sensationally beaten. 

With only 800 yards to go in 
defence of his six miles A.A.A. 
championship, Pirie. who had 
been passed every time he tried 
to take his usual lead, suddenly 
loped off the track. 

He limped a few steps and 


then sat down on the grass, 
demonstrating pain. 


FINE BURST 


By the time the crowd 
recovered from its astonishment 
at Pirie’s unexpected: retirement, 
leader Peter Driver, 20-year-old 
club-mate of Pirie’s, had put in 
a magnificent finishing burst to 
improve his lesd over Sando, 

Driver, who, with Sando, was 
one of the few to keep his head 
in a curiously run race, went on 
to win. He was 20 yards ahead 
of Sando with Ken Norris a 
further 30 yards behind. 


Pirie’s decision to run, after his 


announced withdrawal owing to a 


By 
FRANK ROSTRON 


announced: “ Pirie has tried his 
foot out at the back of the 
grandstand and finds he is able 
to run. I wish he had found 
this out earlier because our 
announcement that he would not 
run had spoiled the crowd.” 

Josef Kovacs, recent Hungarian 
conqueror of Zatopek, who was 
originally supposed to be Pirie’s 
chief rival for the caampionship, 
had already decided to stay and 


‘yest in Budapest. 


In the race itseif Pirie gave 
no outward sign of his injury. 
Contrarily he_ strangely accepted 
the quaint, ill-judged challenges 
of a popular little jet-black 
visitor from Kenya, L. Phap- 
knowy, who kept sprinting past 
him to take the lead. 

Finally, Pirie settled behind 
Frank Sando and, at two miles, 
the little Kenyian, collapsed in 
agony with a pulled ligament. 
That was a minor sensation. 

But spectators were dumb- 
founded when one and a halt 


IS CARRIED OFF 


miles later Pirle himself dropped 
out at the identical spot. But, at 
that point, it had already become 
plain thes the usual Pirie victory 
was extremely doubtful. 

If he had completed the remain- 
ing one and three-quarter laps he 
might have finished third—and 
would doubtless have received a 
sympathetic ovation. 

“This has been worrying me 
Since June 16,” Pirie told me 
after he had been carried to the 
dressing room by John Savidge. 


‘TOO SLOW’ 


When I asked if the continue 
changes of pace and speed had 
worried him he said : “It was all 
ridiculously slow, much too slow.” 

Then when other _ reporters 
started questioning him, Pirie 
launched into a flood of invectives 
about “ criticism of amateurs who 
get no money out of this.” 

In a hectic scene Pirie’s father, 
Mr. Alex Pirie, bundled and 
bustled the Press out of the 
crowded dressing-room, 

Pirie, by then in the shower 
and surrounded by a score of 
naked athletes, shouted: ‘* Don’t 
let them go, I can tell them what 
I think about them.” 


leg. 


When he was back in bed, he 
told me: “I’m fed up and 


angry.” 


He pulled back the bedclothes 
and showed me the bruised left 
foot which had been 


of all the trouble. 


Was angry and swollen. 


Lashed out 


Then the 23-year-old Pirie 
critics. ‘I 
only went in for the six miles 
last night because people had 
been saying that I'd cracked up 
and lacked guts, that 


lashed out at his 


burned out. 


“T’m_ no quitter. I don’t give 
in until it gets to the stage when 
I'm forced to. But I was in pain 
before the race and it got worse 
every time I put my foot on the 
ground. Whenever I speeded up 
was being 


1 


my foot felt as if it 
ruptured. 


“If I had finished 
have crippled myself completely 
—and it’s bad enough 


the cause 


now.” 


instep 


I was 


could 


Of suggestions that premature 


announcement of his 
had cut attendance at the White 


absence 


City, Pirie said : ‘‘ What has that 


got to do with it? 


amateur.’ 
Pirie’s foot injury 
by a pair of German 


German coach, 
Gerschler. 


Dug in 


“I normally take size 10,” he 
said. “But these were 
To stop them slipping I tied the 
laces too tight. They must have 


too big. 


ee “TM NO QUITTER’ 


PIRIE, the man who wasn’t there, 
talks to the Sunday Express 


by |@ P “ warming 
up shoes sent to him 
Waidemar 


bruise on his left foot. was made de ee Fe tle See 
re last pet ees Se pacar ci practice speli Ts aily 

e championship, secretary : At the moment Pirie j iS 

't rule me out yet, I’m going er he wit Ge We tn tone 


my foot out first and may 
run.” 
nortly afterwards it was 


iil : ; 
oer ee 
—— 


FRANK SANDO ieading GORDON PIRIE. IAN BINNIE, PETER DRIVER and KEN 


NORRIS during the 6 Miles on the Friday. 


2&8: 38.2 and Norr:s 28:46.0. 


CHEPKWONY (Kenya) leading GORDON 
PIRIF in the A.A.A. six miles 


Driver won in 28min. 34.8secs. from Sando 


at e 
wryly. 


in bed 


public sh 


HAVE endured a week-end of 

criticism ... criticism of my 
last-minute decision to run in the 
A.A.A. championships, criticism of 
my retirement during the race, 
criticism of my dust-up with the 
Press after the race. 

It’s too much. The thing people 
forget is I am not a paid performer. I 


run for enjoyment. not to provide the 
public with entertainment. 


Running is my hobby. I give up 
lots of things for it. I do that 


at Berne next 
t is if I'm picked 


" his great Czech rival, 
Zatopek, in the European 


month. 


anyway.” 


last words to me as 
i i 


were : 


4 Then they'll see.... 


pay 5s. to he 
out ‘Sit down!’ 


— — B 


GORDON PIRIE 
(in an interview) 


strung as a racehorse before the 
tapes go up. 

During the warm-up I like to be 
alone to concentrate on race tactics 
and gain mental poise for the race. 

At White City there is only one 
place for a warm-up... the centre of 
the track. I jog up and down and 
immediately comes a roar from the 


‘I"LL BE BACK' SAID GORDON PIRIE—IN BED YESTERDAY 


announce it,” say some Officials. A 
Battersea recently some youngsters wante 
to know their time and I went up to th 
timekeeper on their behalf, Same repl 
“Too busy" — too busy making at 
announcement about a lost brooch. 

It’s not my intention to criticise 
officials. Many spend more time and more 
money than athletes on putting the sport 
over. But one or two can spoil things. 

And why do newspapermen write these 
rabble-rousing articles that tear an athlete 
apart ? You never find it on the Continent. 
There they concentrate entirely on the 
race and the result. 

Indeed, if anyone was to fall out during 
the race there would be barely a mention. 


cheerfully because I like running. crowd : “Sit down in the centre!” “rr 7 nanan 
pence Mnene ent Sit down, indeed. I’ve had to pay : ee 
1 Y DUTY : 5s., my entrance fee for the meeting, H I LL TAL : 
: MM : to come into the track. Most of the endes anaes MARERSERE 


I know I have a duty to the 
public, and I know precisely what it 
is, It is: 1. To train myself so well 
that every time I run I’m at peak 
form: 2. To do my utmost to raise 
British prestige in athletics. 

That's my duty. and I try faith- 
fully to carry it out despite constant 
irritations from Press and public. 

The public howl because I didn’t 


crowd have paid 2s. 6d. And THEY’RE 
telling ME to sit down. 

There’s only one thing to do—run 
around under the stand. jostled 
hither and thither by people who 
don’t give a hang for Gordon Pirie 
except when he’s on the track, and 
then only if he’s first past the tape. 

Swarms of small boys want autographs 
on books, pictures, any old thing .. . all 
this while you're preparing for a big race. 
It’s impossible ! 


I'm always willing to talk to newspaper- 
men, but allow me one favour—the con- 
versation must be in my own good time. 
and that means not just before a race or 
just after when a thousand thoughts are 
racing through my mind and I can't con- 
centrate on searching questions. 

I know many people call me a fool for 
running in the six-miles A.A.A. race. I'm 
not afraid of criticism, but here’s my 
reply :— 

I've been fighting this left foot injury 
of mine too long. trying vainly to train and 
keep fit when it was impossible. 


tell anybody I was going to “7 at geneween! wacknoay p fit when it, was impossible, | se tt 

White City until half an hour before : : jecided at the last minute give i 

the race. Why, I didn’t know myself! H IRRITATING : 6 oe and ee I have to rest 
p ci i : absolutely and completely. 

An athlete, especially one with a Sg aeuui tl caisieaan ae ood SnD. cin saute Sa 


suspect foot, has many points to 
consider. ‘ 

So I endure the howls and go out 
for a warm-up—I like to warm up 
for at least half an hour before every 
race, for J’m as nervous and highly 


Another irritation—why can't each 
athlete know his time for the race? We 
all want to know our time, but if you're 
not in the first three or four you can go 
and whistle for it. 

“Too busy to take every time and 


out for at least a fortnight while this foot 
heals, but, of course, nobody can say how 
long an injury will take to heal. 

I hope you'll see my viewpoint. We 
athletes are hard-working chaps who run 
for fun. Don't treat us like professionals. 
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But 5,000 metres is his limit 


By ROY MOOR 


ORDON PIRIE, his dreams of meeting Emil Zatopek 

in the European championships ended by a broken 

bone in his left foot, has planned his racing future 
right through to the end of next season. 


“J shall return to cross country running in the winter jand 
next summer keep my races to distances inside 5,000 metres he 


told me yesterday. 


“Simao es am Leok out Zatopek, I'll be back! 


by the way he beat America’s Wes 
Santee in ‘4min. 6.8sec. last 
summer. i : 

Meanwhile the British record- Baas es x 
holder is hopping mad, not only be- es 3 
cause his foot has let him down just 
as he was approaching peak fitness 
for his clash with Zatopek, out 
because of suggestions made that he 
is playing the leading role in a big 


Pirie Decides 


Y picture shows Gordon 


Pirie, who has been absent 


from competition for eleven 


S weeks owing to 
a foot injury, 
training again 
at White City. 

Pirie has de- 
cided he is not 
yet quite ready 
for competition 
so will not 1un 
at either of the 
two remaining 
floodlit track 
meetings — in 
Birmingham on 
Saturday and 
the London v 
Moscow match 
at White City 
on October 13. 

I fancy we 
shall see Pirie 
racing again 


PIRIE PLAN. 
RECORD 
ATTEMPT 


for his club, 
South London 
Harriers, 
during t he 
cross - country 
season, and 
maybe defend- 
Ln Zz nis 
National 
championship, 

This has 
seemed a 
: strange sea - 
son without Pirie chasing the 
records. But at 24 the 1955 sea- 
son should be a great one for 
him. The world six miles record 
and the British two and three 
miles records. taken from him 
during his absence, will be his 
targets. 


sham. 
Another X-ray 


“Why do folk want to think I’m 
patting on a big act when I am so 
completely miserable at not be: 
able to run?” asked Pirie. , 
X-ray has clearly shown that 
bone is broken and I'll be h 
another X-ray examination 
few days.” 

Pirie made it quite clear to me 
that once he can put his injured 
foot to the ground again he will be 
training harder than ever. 

And I read into his expression, a 
desire to prove a thing or two to 
those who have criticised him since 
he dropped out of the national six | 
miles championship race a fortnight 
ago. 

Whether he aims to prove he 
the beating of Peter Dr.ver 
Frank Sando over six miies 
world record-breakers 
Chris Chataway 2 
n know. He ma 


to beat some 
before the «6e 


arb h 
‘eading milers 


Post haste 


Vi) wager this much. Whe: 
Puff Pirte starts a-puffing 4 


Three thousand people watched 
the presentation to Gordon 
Pirie. of the Helms Award, as 
the outstanding sportsman in 
Europe for 1953. The present- 


racing year. 
Pirie spent Saturday 
watching the Civil 


pionships at Motepur P 
ation was made by Mr. Jack | 


Crump. British Team Manager. | 
who mentioned that it was the | 


first occasion on which one of 


these trophies had come to 

a Yordon Pirie (pictured al 
Britain. A plans to attack the wi 
six miles or one hour r 
ywhen he returns to athletic 
| ‘ Pirie, who hopes to be ba 
: _ raining within a few day: 

ca eaeiaet dente broke a bone in his foot 
accepted an invitation 
Walton Athletic Club to 
the attack in a 15-mile tract 
at their Stompond Lane g! 
in October. 
He has told the club th 
will definitely run (a) if 
fit and (b) if he is ir 
country at the time. 
i The race is likely to be h 
the morning on Sati 
October 1b or 23. when 
should be back from his hc 

Walton must hold the ev: 
n Saturday morning as 
ground is used in the afte 
by the Walton and Hershar 
ball club. 


British record 

Pirie still holds the 1} 
record for six miles and t 
the world record times fc 
distance or to set a new 
record would no doubt be 
pensation for missing the 
pean Games and a battl 
Emil Zatopek of Czecho-Sl 

Both these records are ! 
the Czech runner, who t 
miles in 28min. &.4sec. la 
and did 12 miles 810 yard 
hour three years ago. 


His friends will soon be going to Berne for “The Dam Busters’ (arrowed) keep his 
the European Games, He would have been spirit up. As soon as that broken bone 
there, too, but for an injured foot which | mencs he'll be running again. Then look 
keeps him in bed or forces him to hop with | out for the name of Britain’s six-mile 
4a stick, But he's a fighter and books like -scord-buster-—-GORDON PIRIE 


PIRIE MISSES RACE 
AGAINST ZATOPEK 


By ROY MOOR 


(GORDON PIRIE yesterday wrote to Emil Zatopcek : 

Pe es bs aNacaht ms AS 
Emil.” he said, “‘I am sorry to say L shall not be 
you in the European championships after all. ‘ 

Later in,jie day Pirie visited a;>———— 
London ecinlist for another 
examination of his injured foot, | 
“T have sow given up all hope of ' 

isi a team = for 
cord-helder 


Gordon Pirie (left, 
presents the individual two-mile 
award to M. R. Scholield (Poly-§ 
technic), Schofield tied for 
first place with team-mate 
Ralph Dunkiey (second from 
left) and Tom Hulati. So the) 
tossed for the winner's prize. 


Mae 


given up all 
European champien- 
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Two Miles” Special Event: 1 : é oe Gordon Piri. = 
: 1, 5 - irie a 
Pik Quien ity “El P suin pcos Gu bent. 
Herne Ili); 3, w P Razzer ( : he two miles i S by win- 
journe R.);'4,'M Schofield. eas a be fein, 54 8sec. He showeg event ‘a 
njury which has k BO 


OSCOW won the ; 
103 . 2 men’s me 
5ecgp ots to 57 and the Mode gcd be 


GORDON PIRIE, 


een LL 


|) 


Mr, Sergi Pushinov, chairman 


of the Athletic Commission 
of the Moscow Sports Council, 
speaks as the two teams ne 
re i 


up before the athletics ma 


between Moscow and the 
North at the White City, = 
‘ Manchester, this afternoon. | 


By GERRY LOFTUS 


UFF-PUFF Gordon Pirie, with a superb run in 
torrential rain, smashed his Russian opponents out 

of the three miles in the Northern Counties athletics match 
g against Moscow at the White City (Manchester) yesterday. 
This was the old relentless Pirie, completely recovéred 
from injury. In front from the start, he was determined to 
F stay there. And as the race went on so did his lead widen 


Gordon Pirie con 


gratulating Chris Chataway after 


his great victory over Kuts ig over A, Anufriyev, first string in place of Vladimir Kuts. i 
§ When the bell for the last - 
lap went, Pirie set off in a It’s no fun for Pirie as he 
iromiensoneeirin-wsaiisets pean se eee ke wae 
Aa : : 
7 a Oe ae Ee et on his hele 
pp But he didn’t let it stay that 


runner-up. : Fe way. 


oe 


And what of Pirie—the Iron 
Englishman ? Gordon could 
only clock 18mins. 47.4secs. in 
his attempt on the three-mile 
world record. This is 15 seconds 
outside Gundar Haegg’s time of 
13mins. 32.4secs. 

It_is also 11 seconds slower than 
Pirie’s own British all-comers 
record set up last August. 

“Puff Puff.” as long and lean as 
ever, won by 380 yards from 
Frank Sando, who was second 
in 13mins, 56.2secs. 


What went wrong? Pirie told me 
atterwards, the sweat pouring 
of his face: “I'm not. fit yet. 

I did the first mile too fast, and 

the second mile too slow. The 

track was terrible.” 


I asked him: “Are you stale or 
jaded?” “ Certainly not,” 
said Pirie. “I am very pleased 
with my time at this stage of my 
preparation.” 


Satisfied 


He added that he was perfectly 
satisfied with his training. He 
said: “The most important 
thing in running the three miles 
is judgment. 

“There were 29 men in the race. 
My first job was to get out of 
their way. Naturally that makes 
for a slower time,” 

By my watch, Pirie did the- first 
mile in 4mins. 22secs., which is 
eight secon‘s faster than Haegg’s 
time over the same distance. But 
Pirle was 1.8 seconds behind 
Haegg at the two miles and he 
got slower and slower. 

Pirie added: “I am training for 


LOTS _NPacig SPokig NECKEN HAM 1Si , 


. - ’ - 
Pirie’s Climb 

A UMOST overlooked in 
f recording of Gordon Pi 
magnificent 4min 5.2sec mile 
run on Saturday, was the 
‘that during the race he had t 
climb 56ft—twice the heigh: of 
the average house. 

The New Beckenham 
track is at the foot of a nat 
bowl, end is so sited that 
back straight is 14ft higher than 
the home straight. 

It is difficult to assess the 
worth of the performance of 
Pirie and Brian Hewson, 
was only a yard behind, b 
certainly strengthens Bri 
position as the premier m 
distance running nation in tne 
world, 


Ideal Line-Up 


iAkGies last week I 
4 able to tell you of P 
intention to run a fast m 
New Beckenham. My confi 
in his ability to make good nis 
promise was not misplaced. 


Gorden Pirie winning the open mile at the Lloyds’ Bank Sports 
at New Beckenham, on Saturday from Brian Hewson, Pirie’s 
time of 4 mins. 5.2 secs., is the fastest on grass, and put him 
second to Roger Bannister for the werzld record until it was 
brcken at the weekend. Beth Pirie and Hewson broke the 18- 
year-old record set up by Sydney Wooderson, 


i, rf} ; } e A 
Luik (our (ek ies. Hanfomsiyi® | Y&ly 


‘NORDON PIRIE has a foot in 
X jury which might prove to be 


a cracked bone. He has had to 
stop all training and is being X- 
James’s Hospital 
Balham, to-day. 
“| first noticed a pain over 
instep on Tuesday of 
week, which | put down to the 
fact that | might have tied the 


tight,” Gordon told me, 

“T had to stop training towards 
the end of last week 
aged to run a 


but I man- 


I hoped the trouble would 


training again on Sunday a. big 
lump came up on the foot.” 
Gordon has not done any train- 
ing since Monday. 
run either a 
for his club, 


mile or three 
South London Har- 
riers. in the Polytechnic Kinnaird 
swick on Saturday, 
111 he would say to-day was: 


meeting at Chi 


seem very good.” 


Zatopek and the EuropeanGames Lady Lienhop, wife of Sir John Lienhop, Agent-General sont 
in Berne, That is the time that Victoria, Australia, presents the challenge cup to Gordon 
matters. Pirie, British Games winner of the inter-counties three miles. 


7 = leadi the 3 miles field, Whitsun British Games, 1954. 
GORDON PIRIE leading pee goo 


Pirie Gets Going 


GORDON PIRIE is 

already back on his 

spartan training schedule after 
his recent foot injury. 

He } been out training for 
his next big race over six 
miles at the White City 
Stadium on Ju'y 9 against the 
27T-years-old Hungarian Jozsef 
Kovacs (pronounced Ko- 
varch), who is ranked No 3 
in the world. ‘ 

Pirie thin that against 
such opposition he may be able 
to close the 20-serond gap 
which still separates him as 
history's second fastest six- 
miler from Zatopek’s word 
record of 27 mins 59.2 secs 

The man who helped Pirie 
get back into training so 
quickiy is Mr Mick Mayes, of 
Mitcham, honorary masseur to 
the AAA : 

“Mick soon put his finger 
on the trouble [t wasa badly- 
bruised tendon,” said Pirie. “I 
shall take greater care in 
future about not tying up my 
shoe-strings too tightly befcre 
iing spins.” 


He won in 


From DESMOND HACKETT: Brussels, Sunday Bs 


(, CREO PIRIE of England, the old, gay 
galloping Gordon, left Europe’s best *y 
cross-country runners gasping helplessly as he 
won all the way in the “Test of the Aces” race 


over a punishing course of nearly seven miles. 
Pirie won in 35 minutes 56 seconds from Joszef 

Kovacs of Hungary (36 minutes 9 seconds}, and Franjo 

Mihalic of Yugoslavia (36 minutes, 29 seconds). 


Hungary had sent a team of crack runners headed by 
Kovacs, congueror of Emil Zatopek. Yugoslavia had a 
specially prepared outfit, including formidable Minalic, last 
year’s winner. Finland, home of the marathon men, had 
been training six months for this one event. 

But when it was over not one of 
these marathon men saw what I 
saw—the red rose of England on 
the front of Pirie’s vest. All. they - 
jsaw from the start was the slim 
back of Pirie. 

I was the only Eng.ish reporter 
to make the trip and see the thrill- 
ing picture of Pirie of England } 
coming through 4 triumphant 
avenue of 10,000 wild 
Belgians, a superb wi 

I heard too the sw 
another 10,000 lining the course, 
cheering an English success. 


who was third. That cap comes from Moscow. 


In the_ detern ,. defiant | The race is over, and Gordon Pirie wears his ho i : mn rig 
mind of Gordon this race i warming-down cap and track suit as he gives a | Pirie was given it by a Russian athlete during 
was won even before the teams ! handshake to Franjo Mihalic, of Yugoslavia, the London-Moscow match last month. 


marched out under the flags of , 
their nations. 


Pirie had seen tha* the official 
programme rated 
favourite behind 
Mihalic. Pirie muttered with that 
cold anger which ma him such 
a tremendous compe “That 
will be put right.” 


POWERFUL START 


into the 
signalled. 
ad as the 
country for 


Pirie shot powerfu 
lead as soon as the 0 
He was 50 yards 
runners swept into 
the first of four laps. 

The loudspeaker commentary 
became a record of Pir.e’s progress 
as his long, thin efficientiy 
erased the miles be n him and 
success. ” 


Kovacs, startled by Pirie’s 
blasting burst, curried 
desperately after and as the 
runners passed the ndstand for 
the first time Kov was tucked 
in behind the Bri , boy. 


At the end of second lap 
Pirie was 30 yards 
and the rest sta 
lessly behind. ‘This 
puff-puff Pirie. 

Out again into the country over 
the black treacle patch of a 
ploughed field and jrough the 


ed breath- 
was the old 


Apres larrivee, le Hongrots Kovacs félicite 
Gordon Pirie qui l’a devance de 14 secondes. 


narrow avenue of lea trees. 
Lap three ended Pirie 50 
yards in front, g magni- 


a George 


ficently, his eyes r f 
prise. 


Robey expression of 


Kovacs, 5ft. 2ins. nd a_ foot 
_ smaller than Pirie. 5 running 
\like’ a man in a n: mare. His 
teeth were bared fighting 


head bent 
was trail- 
rards adrift. 


OH! SO ANGRY 


ngry runner. 
had heard 


effort, his large, bi 


Pirie was now an 
Out in the country 


the contemptuous e: “Ti est 
mort.” (He is d He. tooked 
round atthe and went 


into a defiant spu rat was the 
end of the race as a competition. 

1 stood behind tape aglow 
with pride as P his head 
bobbing from side side. came 
home alone at sp: pace. 

The England te Micially rated 
outsiders on programme, 
finished joint se vith Yuzo- 
siavia. Finland we: te 

Peter Driver, his pallid and 
wet with foam, fin d fifth. 

Sheftield's Ken W¢ had run in 
short spikes which ind no hold 
on the thawing gr . Four times 
he fell before he red. bruised. 
in 32nd place. 

Even more down 
official Eddie Hardy 


> was brewery 
ym Burton. 


who finished No. 19. said : ‘ For 
the third time in I gota 
|stitch.” 

Said Pirie: “1 carry on 


avs done. I 
d if records 


running as I have 
shall just run to 
comc-—well, all t 
This w the 
earried from_ the 
July with 


rho was 
meeting 
foot 


Pirie finishes—alone. His nearest rival, Kovacs, was | 
e + } which stor f 
thirteen seconds behind. lee ave ie ie 
advised Pirie to res* six months. 
Pirie me then: “ We shal: 


Isee."’ Today, by gicry, we saw. 
A mi-course, l’Anglais Pirie lache définitivemnet son plus donge- 
-2 


seenten In Wnanenis Kavace at ananera nettement détache. 


PIRIE PLANS 
ATTACK: 
ON RECORD 


FREIBURG, Sunday. 

YORDON  PIRIE, British 

runner, said here today 
that. he plans to attack Emil 
Zatopek’s 10,000-metre record 
next summer. 

The 23-year-old runner arrived 
here on Friday for five days’ hard 
training with his Gerrnan coach, 
Woldemar Gerschler. 

Pirie broke a foot bone last 
summer and has done little com- 
petitive running since. 


Twenty sprints 


Gerschler would not comment 
on. Pirie’s plan to attack the 
record, but he said: ‘Our long- 
range training programme is 
aimed at the 1956 Olympic 
Games, in Melbourne. I hope 
Gordon will have more luck than 
he had this year.” 

Pirie ran the’ 200 metres 20 
times today. Yesterday he did 
four 1,200-metre runs, and on 
Friday 18 400-metre runs. He 
leaves for Basle on Wednesday, 
and will fly from there to 
London. 

Pirie, who has a detailed 
training plan for. the winter, 
said he has full confidence in 
the German coach’s methods.— 


Eamonn Andrews (below, left), ex- 
changes sporting stories with Gordon Pirie, Britain’s 


Sportsman of 1953 


Watch Pirie 
outpace 
them all 


PEEP into the crystal 

ball of athletics re- 
veals tremendous competi- 
tion to be Sportsman of the 
Year. 

Chris Chataway, Gordon 
Pirie and 
Derek John- 
son — all} 
show form 
surpas Sin g 
their pre- 
vious great- 
ness and re- | 
cords topple 
like ninepins 
before their 
onslaughts. 

The inde- 
fatigable PIRIE gets my verdict 
because of fantastic achieve- 
ments at cross-country running 
as well as on the track. 

There is no sign that Pirie 
and Chataway will clash to 
prove who is the greater 
runner. 

But the crystal shows that 
Pirie’s achievements will in- 
clude the world’s fastest 10,000 
metres. 


_—_— 
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Seiateteatte chan stig 


Rey Uo Lunde CHAM PIO SHE, 


(UULAHON. 
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A different race, but the same story 


>) ic 's Gordon Pirie 
IT’S A FAMILIAR SIGHT, Coulsdon's: rdon le 
running in first. This picture, taken on Saturday, — 
Pirie winning the Surrey cross-country championship a 
Coulsdon. . 

Second man home was Mike Maynard (Herne Hill 
Harriers), with Pirie’s club mate at South bona 
Harriers, Peter Driver, third. Times for the 72-mule 


— I 


course: Pirie 4i-min. 20-see., Maynard 41-min, 40-sec., 
river 4t-min. 53-sec. : ; 

Oh Peter Pirie coming fifth, M. W. Firth ninth, J. R 

Humphreys eleventh, and C. Wilson sixteenth, South Lon- 

don Harriers won the Surrey team title for the third 

suecessive year. Their total of 45 points was too good 

for Belgrave Harriers’ 105 and Herne Hill Harriers’ 129. 


AND HERE IS PIRIE after the race with his nearest challengers 


Peter Driver and Mike Maynard. 


PYV BUVLTUA A LAVAL 


BRAINE L’ALLEUD, Belgium, 
Sunday. 
NGRY Belgian athletics 
fans left an international 
| cross-country race here today 
! asking: “Why was Gordon 
Pirie not running ?” 


The crowd of 5,000, from all 
over Belgium, faced snow and icy 
‘temperatures to witness an 
advertised duel between Gordon 
and world record-holder Gaston 
» Reiff, of Belgium, over a 12-kilo- 
metre course, 

Before the race Reiff announced 
he was not running. He was 
annoyed that he and Gordon had 
been named as competitors. 


He said: “ Gordon was invited 
but told ws weeks ago he could 
not come. His brother, Peter, 
accepted.” 


The change in the line-up was 
not announced to the _ public. 
Many left the race believing it 
was Gordon when it was, in fact, 
, Peter Pirie who finished seventh. 

The ‘race was won by Frans 
Herman, of Be!gium, in 35min. 
50sec. Britain’s Peter Driver was 
second 28 seconds later. Colin 
_ Wilson, of Britain, was tenth.— 


Pirie, one of the early arrivals. this afternoon, a 
for a spin in Childwall Park and did not find the going sey 
Indeed, the conditions when the L 


Griffin) starts the race at 2.30 
are likely to be those which any 
cross-country runner should .ex- 
pect to find at this time of year. 

Pirie is obviously in ee shape 
and he intends that Surrey shall 
wrest from Lancashire THE DAILy 
TELEGRAPH Cup which they have won 
for five of the last six years, 

He forwent a race in Brussels 
last week-end to concentrate on 
this event and I think he will 
carry out his intention_of getting 
first place for Surrey. But he told 
me on the journey from London that 
he fancies the Brighton runner, 
H. V. Foord, may create a surprise. 

Not only Pirie, but_the whole of the 
Surrey team are confident that this is 
their year. Lancashire are no less 
confident they can hold off the Sur- 
rey challenge, but an impartial assess- 
ment finds that six counties have 
about equa! prospects of success. York- 
shire, Middlesex, Essex and Kent are 
all sure to be in at the kill. 


‘hard going, and more snow fell all morning, making conditions 


AA 


i difficulty in keeping his footing, and 


VP SPs pe ee YACK CRUMP vs ol ~ + -T : Ki , Gaulder Surrey) 38-10 5; 
y i tk - We" Hatton (Staftsy 58-27. | 
EN NORRIS, of Middlesex, who so convincingly won a Hes) Sargon do iV. Roar 


4 9.10; Surrey) 38-30. | 
i : s li; G. T. Oldi Middlesex 3° P23: 
year ago at Epsom, put up one of his finest performances (ii, Qiins’ (ieee) S885. 132 WP. Ranger | 


when retaining the individual inter-counties CrOSS-COUNtIY (Sussex) 58°37, 14: J.P. Lake (Warwick, 


ere : ee j nditi 5 38-40, 16; R. Pos h r | 
title at Childwall Park, Liverpool, on Saturday in conditions ee A exon, (Northumberland, and | 


which were simply atrocious, even for this hardy winter ig: P. wood (orks) 98-45, 19: A. Chotton 
sport. Norris’s victory was a wonderful display of courage. tgaM CHAMPIONSHIP 


dogged determination and speed. osmY, (5; 5, 7 
Heavy overnight frost froze the snow on top of already iron- ; 


Middlesex (1, 12, 25. 24. oe 
dancashirg (2) 18,59. 30.2 "56 chy = 
n Sussex : + 27, ' - 971 —207), 5% 
that many of this select field Of Northumberland’ & Durham (i7, 29, 52,46 


even worse. So bad were they 
runners were unwilling to start, |g 
and the Surrey star, M. R. May- |g 
nard, withdrew at the last 
minute, a completely justifiable 
decision as he is recovering from 
a slight foot injury. 

Officials, réalising conditions to be % 
bordering on the dangerous, made a 
last-minute change of course, 
shortening it by several hundred 
yards. However, the fact that the 
yace was held and that 249 of theg 
276 starters completed the course is 
a tribute to the keenness and team 
spirit of the competitors. 

Although the circumstances were 
so depressing, the fight for indi- 
vidual and team honours was close 
and exciting, and the individual 
placings a minor surprise. 


PIRIE LEADS 
But Norris Holds On 


When the Lord Mayor of Liverpool 
(Ald. Griffin) sent the competitors 
away a cold rain began. Gordon 
Pirie, as usual, got straight into the 
lead, but Ken Norris and the local 
Liverpool runner Ken Gates never 
allowed him to get away. 

At the end of the first mile Norris 
had caught up with Pirie, who, 
running in short spikes, was having 


sx te, e 


clearly not relishing the going. 

Norris and Pirie contested the lead 
over the first of the large two-mile 
laps, with Norris looking the more 
confident. The race between the two, 
leaders continued until one mile from 
the finish. 

Then Norris applied the pressure % 


and Pirie, whose legs had been bruised ag ¥: Lops: 

by his constant slipping on the P if 

frozen ruts, weakened. & i# ~ 
Norris went on to win in 37min Be 


34sec, and four other runners all 
passed Pirie in the final three-quar- 
ters of a mile. \g 
Gates, who had run almost as com-}| 
mendably as the winner, took second 
place 50 yards behind, and the same ¢ 
distance separated him from_ 5. 
Hardy (Derbyshire), who was third. | 
Caulder, after a splendid run, hurt) ap 7 — é vt ’ ane 
his ankle in the leat furlong and. ned ON THE LAST LAP. Gordon Pirie leads Ken Norris as they 
o concede ground not only to Hardy, « "i nenings oat “s , i ea coal pias, 4 . 
bat to D, Walker (Yorkshire), who come through the Childw a) Rages kunpel Oe the thir d nace in the 
thus wrested fourth place from the, County Cross-Country Championship at Liverpool. 
young Surrey runner. Pirie seemed a ae 
content to wait for his team-mate, R. 
Stonehouse, and they crossed the line 
together equal sixth. | 
rank Sando (Kent). who, Ike} 
Gordon Pirie, was unsuitably shod for} 
the occasion, was never prominent! 
and finished way back 81st. 


ARTIFICIAL RACING 
No Reputations Lost 


The backward placings of other 
stars revealed the artificial nature of 
the racing. In such conditions it 1s 
fair to say that no one, even Pirie, 
whom everybody expected to win 
comfortably, lost reputation. 

Yet it is equally true that some 
runners, notably Gates, Caulder, 
Stonehouse ‘and  Foord (Sussex), 
established themselves by their 
splendid achievement of finishing in 
the first dozen. Notable, too, was the 
forward running of Kirkup of York- 
shire and Booker (Berkshire). 

If the individual race was exciting, 
so. indeed, was the team contest. 

Surrey and Yorkshire battled it 
out magnificently. At the half way 
stage they were level with 89 points 
each, but in the final lap the young 
Surrey men gained several places. 

FIRST WIN SINCE 1939 

With three men in the first seven 
and five in the first 16, and with 
team captain Peter Pirie holding on 
to 30th place, Surrey scored a 
notabie victory, their first since 1939. 
They had an aggregate of 75 points 
to Yorkshire's 99. 

Middlesex ran well to take third 
place from Lancashire. who. with a 
full team and on their own country, 
were disappointing. Noteworthy 
were the performances of Sussex and 
Northumberland and Durham, who 
well defeated more fancied counties 
to finish fifth and sixth. 

The Joe Turner memorial trophy 
and medals for the team  show- 
ing the most improvement on pre- 
vious years deservedly went~ to 
Gloucester, but it was a close thing 
between them and Hampshire. 


) 58-28, G: H. V._Foord | 
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Je ay 
MEZIDON, Normandy, 
Sunday.—England ... 
England . . . England 
was the wonderful 
signal run up this after- 
noon as Gordon Pirie, 
Peter Driver, and Ken 
Norris came in 1, 2, 3 
against the best cross- 
country runners in the 


world. 

It was that way from the 
‘first lap of the soggy six 
‘miles 300 yards trek. 


And ‘the crack teams of 
Yugoslavia, France, Belgium, 
Switzerland, Spain, and 
Algeria gasped, groaned, and 
finally broke under the relent- 
less pace of the English team. 


h Yes KO 

But it was Pirie the thousands 
who lined the course -enthused 
over, It was Pirie first and the 
rest fighting hopelessly. 

The thin man of sport was 50 
yards in fron: as he came icping 
easily around the football! pitch 
after the first lap. Ah, Pirie, Pirie ! 
chanted the ecstatic crowd. 
_Pirie, head rolling from side to 
side, the famcus puff-puff gasps of 
breath sending tiny white clouds 
into the crisp, clear air, might 
have been running all alone. 

Right behind him came Norris 
and Driver, running shoulder to 
shoulder and running so easily. It 
was a glorious sight to see, the 
white vests with the red rose crest 
¢ England strung out so bravely— 
» 2, 3s 

The challengers, Franz Mihalic, 
conqueror of Emil Zatopek, and 
Belgium’s ace Marcel Van de 
Wattyne, were already looking 
grim, taut-faced, and anxious. 


-e classique cross ce Mézidon a obtenu un succes sans precedent 
‘revers la campagne, Sur le terrain de football de la municipalité, 


‘Si 5 Se? See Se 
Nez OM Feand, 1 ; 
Lash 


It was like the thrill of seeing 
your favourite picture again and 
again as the runners came in lap 
after lap, always England, England, 
England. ea 

Peerless Pirie was the length of 
the Soccer pitch in front after the 
second lap. Boyish-looking Ken 
Norris had fallen heavily at a 
water jump but he was. still 
shoulder to shoulder with Driver. 

Out in the country, Van de 
Wattyne made a gamble of a 
challenge. He burst past the two 
good companions, Driver and 
Norris, and took.a 10 yards lead. 

Driver and Norris looked at each 
other, nodded, turned on a big 
effort and heard Van de Wattyne 
groan as they went past him. 

The last lap was a tour of 
triumph for Pirie. The thousands 
who had left their farms and 
cottages to line the khaki-muddied |. 
course cheered and chorused Pirie, 
Pirie, Pirie, as he came “in with 
distance-killing stride. 


Runners Pirie had lapped stood 
still and shouted him on. Even at 
the last Pirie kept to his slogan : 
No one passes Pirie. 

A man Pirie had lapped 
attempted to re-pass but galloping, 
gallant Pirle threw back his head 
and sprinted away as the cheers 
rose in salute of this last defiance. 

One hundred and fifty yards 
behind Driver and Norris were 
fighting out this all-England 
finish for second place. It was a 
tall, scarlet-faced Driver who made 
the deciding burst and then it was 
Enziand—!, 2. 3. 

Van de Wattyne gasped after the 
race: “It was too much. These 
English—the best in the world.” 

Mihalic, white-faced. exhausted 
and disappointed, muttered ‘At 
Brussels I ran against Pirie and 
was murdered. This day there 
were three killers.” 

Killer Pirie’s only comment: “I 
enjoyed the race. It was a folly 
good run, I felt fresher after 
three laps than I did at the start.” 

Pirie. 32mins 48secs, 1; Driver, 33-2, 2; 
Norris, -55 3; M Van de Wattyne 
(Belgium), 33-23, 4; F Mihalic (Yugo- 
Slavia), 33-38, 5; L Theys (Belgium), 33-41, 
6. W Boak (Britain), 17th. Team event : 
Britain 13 Yugesiavia 2: Belgium 3. 


in tete aprés 400 m, de course, Gordon 
ut jomais inquieté, On remarquera son 


Pirie ae 
aisance. 


: plus de +.000 spectateurs ont applaudi jes meilicurs spccialistes curopeens de course o 
Ie depart de la categorie senior vient d’étre donné a plusieurs centaines de concurrents. 


~eontinued. 


peats the worid 


‘From DESMOND HACKETT: Hannut, Belgium, Sunday 


NGLAND again landed the old knock-out 1, 2, 3, in the ei yehacneiest! ' 
(4 international this afternoon when the crack runners of the spe | 
fought, faded, and finally broke before the power-paced Englishmen | 


ae ik 1 ; 

who finished: 1, Gordon Pirie; 2, Frank Sando ; 3, Ken Norris. 
Tucked in behind the surviving ‘ 

challengers and finishing seventh and 

eighth were two English recruits 

running in their first international ‘i 

22-year-old R.A.F. man Ken Caulders 

and Ken Gates, 26-year-old wisp of 

determination from Liverpool. 
This day once again belonged to Gordon 

Pirie, the inscrutable thin man of athletics 

that implacable machine who breaks the 

hearts of those who try to challenge his 

slogan: Who comes after 

-Pirie. ? —— 

“It broke completely the spirit of 

reigning world —_cross-county’ 

champion Franjo_ Mihailic, the 

conqueror of Emil Zatopek. ; 

(Mihailic’s challenge to Pirle over 

the near nine-mile course jasted 

three. minutes—just long enous: 

ifor the thrusting shoulders ot 

(Pirie: to beat off the company or) 


r athletes and stretch out into! 
Karo that grew longer as the race) 


\ 


| 
| 
| 


Ti TRIMOKA 1 (ds ( bun7ey 


HArnu?, EL 


' ALOOF, ALONE 


} ter four one-mile laps you could, 
bea Uke slim, long-striding figure ot} 
\Pirle dramatically outlined against) 
‘the grey, brooding clouds and the} 
-filat fands which stretch out into; 
the horizon. | 
There was Pirie, so magnifi-| 
cently aloof, alone, untouchable 
as the greatest cross - country | 
runner in the world. is | 
Minhatlic and the Belgian aces 
aaron Van de Wattyne and Franz| 
“Herman, turned their bitter disap- 
ointment against the English pair 
Prank Sando and Ken Norris. | ' 
For the first four laps Mihailic) 
“and the Belgians dug themselves | 
in with Norris and Sando, Then; 
Sando called to Norris “Shall we) 
step out?” Norris, gasping:) 
gallantly called back ‘Yes, let's.’ | 
They moved away and left the; 
Continentals behind. H 
And all the time there was a 
and one-man parade by Pirle 
apping runner after runner. Pirie 
with his head bobbing, his famous 
puff-puff style being greeted by 
‘ecstatic chants of “Piree, Piree. 
Piree.” 


SHARED GLORY | 


| 

By the sixth lap Norris and Sando] 
were sharing in Pirie’s glory as} 
.Mihailic and the Belgians trailed 
behind after seven miles across 
clogg wm energy-straining. * khaki 
clay..The race belonged to England. 

Pirle moved smoothly to _a win 
that left the rest of the field 28 
seconds behind. 

Sando casually murmured to 
Norris: “Let us run in together 
and you go ahead at the finish. 
Norris shouted back: “ You go 
ahead, Frank, you're running 
much thore strongly.” 

*’ And so Sando, moving with ease 
while others laboured, went into 
second place. That is. just how 
easily these English aces of cross- 
country were able to organise a race 
among themselves. 

The Belgian Van de Wattyne won 
a sprint finish for fourth nlace. 
Mihailic was sixth, a shattered man 
who angrily refused tc be photo- 
Braphed with the English team. 


‘ENOUGH OF HIM’ 


Growled Mihailic: ‘I’ve seen 
enough of that Pirie; when Pirie 
Tuns no one can run a st. him. 
&nd now these other Englishmen 
give no one a chance.” 

Mihailic cooled r } 
@ppealed to Engiisi Cross Country 
Union secretary Laurie Richard- 
son: “How can you have so many 
murderous runners ?” 

Richardson replied: “ Easy, they 
just train harder than anyone else 
in the world so they are the best 
.in the world.” A 

And today the running men of 
England were just that—the best 
in the world. 

.. How they finished (di 
8.69 miles).—G Pirie. 43 

F Sando, 43-33. 2: K, Norris, ~ 
M Van de Wattyne (Belzium). 4; FH n 
(Belgium). 5: F_ Mihailic (Yugoslavia). 6. 

‘eam placings: England. 6 pts, 1; Belgium, 
19, 2: Yugoslavia. 34. 3. 


down and 


Some idea of the gruelling condi- 
tions under which the Southern 
Counties cross-country cham- 
pionships were run at Stanmer 
Park on Saturday can be seen 
in this picture. It shows Pirie in 
the middle with Norris (right) 
and Hugh Foord, of Brighton 
A.C. They stayed like this most 
of the way. 


SOUTHERN—Brighton 


SENIOR (9 miles):—D A G Pirie (S 
London H), 52m 48s, 1; K Norris (holder) 
(Thames Valley H), 52.59. 2; H V_Foord 
(Brighton A.C.), 53.36, 3; M_ Barrett 
(Ealing H), 53,46, 4; K F Caulder (Surrey 
A.C.), 54.0, 5; P B Driver (S London ‘H), 
54.13, 6. 

F D Sando (Aylesford P.M.), 54.49, 7: 
A F Newsor (Herne Hill H), 54.49, 8; B T 
(Surrey A.C.), 55.11, 9: G T Old- 
ornsey St Mary’s), 55.14, 10; A F 
n (Ilford A.C.), 55.21, 11; M A 
Baker (Horsham B.S.), 55.29, 12. 

R S Clark (Herne Hill H), 55.49, 13; 
E W Whitehead (Finchley H), 55.51, 14; 
P J Pirie (South London H), 55.54, 15; 
J ® Humphreys (South London H), 56.04, 
16; R Lambert (Wigmore), 56.13, 17; M Y¥ 
Blythe (St Albans City), 56.16, 18; J Lyne 
(South London H), 56.17, 19; D R Brooker 
(Reading A.C.), 56.26, 20, 

TEAMS: South London Harriers (holders) 
(1, 6, 15, 16, 19, 25), 82 points, 1; Bel- 
grave H, 182, 2; Thames Valley H, 205, 
3; Blackheath H, 351, 4; Surrey A.C., 369, 
5; Herne Hill H, 387, 6. 


PIRIE TRIUMPHS IN 
| SOUTH RACE 


BEATS COLD AND NORRIS 


By JACK CRUMP 
| All four district, senior  cross- 
‘country championships on Saturday 
‘provided a change of individual 
| title-holder. 
' Gordon Pirle was first home in the 
Southern event at Stanmer Park, 
Brighton, but he had a far harder 
struggle than had been expected over 
the hilly, nine-mile course. 

Pirie, suffering from a very heavy 
cold, did not manage to drop his op- 
jponents in his customary manner and 
for the first-half of the race Ken Nor- 
lris, the holder. and the local runner, 
1H. V. Foord contested the lead. 
| Foord dropped 


| 


shortly 
seven 1 
the P 
fight continued 
until the final 
half-mile. when 
Pirie pulled 
away to win an 
excellent race by 
60 yards in 
52min 48sec. In 
view of his cold 
this must be re- 
garded as an- 
other first-class 
achievement by 
Pixie. ‘orris Was 
second in 52min 
9sec and Foord 
third in 53min 


36sec. u B 
' ; M. L. Barratt, 
Pirie—Splendid Last year's 


achievement. Southern junior 
; eIMENS _. champion, ran 
splendidly to finish fourth, the Eng- 


a little behind | 


lish junior champion, K. F. Caulder, ' 
taking fifth place in front of the in-| 


ternational trio, P. B. Driver, F. Sando 
and M. R. Maynard. 

Pirie’s club, South London Harriers, 
easily retained the team title with 
82pts, Belgrave surprising Thames 
Valley to finisl cond with 182pts 
to the Valley's 205. 


BAREFOOT. 
HEAD HIGH 


-Pirie’s race had two 
other heroes 


By DAVID WYNNE-MORGAN 


¢ ORDON PIRIE, the “ puff- 

x" puff” that never runs 
out of steam, is Teady to 
Carry off the European cross- 
country championship at 
San Sebastian, Spain, in a 
fortnight’s time. 

He proved it when, sometimes 


6in, deep in mud, and running 

the last three miles barefoot, 
he spreadeagled the field to win 
the ae est title by 200 yards 
at Cardington Aerodrome, near 
Bedford, on Saturday, It was 
his third successive win in the 
event. 

“TI would like the ground to be 
hard and fast in Spain,” he said, 
“But after today I shan’t mind 
anything,” 

Immediately after the race he 
was hunted unsuccessfully by 
many of the 7,000 crowd, most of 
whom had been drawn by_ the 
magic of his name, But Pirie 
was nowhere to be found. 


Trod on thorns 


He had gone back over the 
course to search for his favourite 
ted-and-white, German running 
shoes. At the beginning of the 
last lap one came off. and so he 
kicked the other off. 

His search was unsuccessful, 
but. as he returned disconso- 
lately for the prize-giving, his 
father waved a parcel in his face. 
Tht®y were his shoes. A supporter 
had picked them up and returned 
them. 

That left Gordon with only one 
worry. Would his feet be ail 
tight ? 

“I trod on a lot of thorns in 
my bare feet,” he said, “but I 
Was SO cold at the time I did not 
feel anything. I hope they do 
not fester.” 

Would he run shoeless again ? 
“Of course, if | had to. 1 could 
not run with only one shoe and, 
in any case, the mud does not 
cake on your feet as it does on 
shoes. With bare feet you have 
less weight to carry,” 

The race produced two other 
Heroes. One was Ken Norris, 
among England’s most consistent 
runners this season. Last Mon- 
day he was ordered to bed for a 
week by his doctor but he refused 
to go 


Plucky Norris 


“I had to run in this race,” he 
said. “I felt that if I didn’t J 
might not be picked for the 
English team.” 

Although stil! not completely 
better Norris finished third, less 
than a minute behind Pirie. 

The other hero was a newcomer, 
23-year-old George Rhodes. who. 

his brother, runs a hauiage 
ness in Staffordshire. 


nationa and so 
into the English team in 
his second full season. 

e race was a triumph for 
Gordon Pirie’s club, South 
London Harriers, After trying 
fo: 79 years they won the team 
event for the first time, and 


rudded it in by carrying off the 
junior and the youth champion- 
ships as well 

rank Sando (Aylesford Paper 
Mi: Will captain this English 
team at San Sebastian : 


A. G. Pirie, Wo oP. Ranger. K. L, 
No E. L. Hardy, M. R, Maynard, 
F. R. Sando, W. Boak. G, Rhodes, and 
H. V. Foord Reserve to travel: K, 
Cauider. 


BARE-FOOTNOTE: Pirie's fect 
tocx no harm. While he was out 
2 a training spin yesterday. his 
ther reported: ‘Gordon is 
_@uite O.K. He is feeling fine.” 


SouTH LONDON HARRIERS were in devastating form 
in the National races on Saturday, when, over the 
country around the R.A-F, Station at Cardington, in Bed- 
fordshire, they won the team races in the Youths’, Junior 
and Senior events. and their star runner, Gordon Pirie 
Scored his third successive victory in the Senior race. 


The “TIrrepressibles’ ” 
England Team For 


‘ment in winning all three team 
titles has never been approached 
before, and is 


equalled, i 

Pirie’s treble has been sur- International 
passed in the history of this race, | pes SANDO (Aylesford 
Alfred Shrubb and Pat Stenning Paper Mills) will captain 


both having won the event in four} the England team to defend the 


successive years. international championship at 
‘ the Opposition the old-timers} San Sebastian (Spain) on 
1a to contend with, however, March 19. Team:— 

could hardly be compared with is ‘+ ; 
that of today, when so many of the| = LHe Maree Be pores, 
colossal field of 544 starters had W Boak, GoRheaee. HY Boa: Ree 
undergone the modern severe to travel: K Caulder (Surrey A.C.), Other 
training which involved covering a} reserves: A Choriton (Doncaster Plant 


hundred miles 


With a bitte 
Over the 


or more a week. 


y cold wind blowing 
fairly flat nine miles 
Fie den ons “Gat te pak Parts, | tions, which incidentally provided 

In the first 1.000 yards he had the first aid peop.e with 25 casual- 
Opened up a gap of 50 yards. and | (eS. lost his shoes in a sticky patch 
looked all set for an easy victory.|9f plough ba‘f a mie out on the 


Wks), E Kirkup (Rotherham). 


toa a aaa aaaaunanaannanenereyy 


[ee ee and finished the course 

barefoot. 

CROWD MIX-UP His time of 51min. 44sec, was 
Racing hard to keep in touch Toree of thee wing er ine a. 

with Pirie came five Southern run- against the runners ‘for all but a 

pers, Ken Norris, Maynard, Foord, firth of the course eM mate 

Sando, and Caulder, with Kirkup, | +"? i 


Ken Norris. who beat Pirie over 
a treacherous course in the inter- 
counties. toid me afterwards that 
he would have been much closer 
to Pirie had the muddy stretches 


the Northern Counties runner-up, 
and Hardy, the Midland champion. 


Their endeayours received some 
oes ha oot when Pirie. 
completing the first three-mile cir- ra i 
cuit, got tan up. in the crowd | 2° bogged him down. ; 
who had mistaken the course he He will have the opportunity to 
was taking. and suddenly con-| Prove this in a fortnight. when with 
verged on him. | Pirie. Sando (captain). Ranger. 

Dodging from ; Hardy, Maynard, Boak. Rhodes, and 

ging from sic S- Foord he will represent Engla 
pea a ne a ore oNer aithe Internationa! at San Se n 
small lad, who ran into him, Piriel 4 re rsta rse is a 
lost best part of his where I understand the course is a 


-|fast one. 
and as he went away : 


country on 1 second Fe BELATED REWARD 


ne 
found the young 
South London's 

team race, their first ever, aithodgh 
they have been Placed on eleven 
occasions, was thoroughly deserved 
because they were without Peter 
Driver, who was sixth in the 
Southern, ahead of Sando 
nard, but had to cry off with flu. 
Led by Gordon Pirie’s elder 
brother Peter, the other five S.L.H. 
runners packed well and finished in 
56 for a total of 180 points, 65 
ahead of Birchfield, four of whose 
pA ics ons. biee consisted | scoring six were past internationa’s. 
of the Eastbourne indiv dual entry Sou : 's s ess in the 
Ranger. who had moved up a dozen} ot sot "Ua cuene tough “Wescron 
or so places, Norris, Foord, Sando, was not overwhelming. Twenty- 
Hardy, Maynard. Caulder, Kirkup.| five points separated them from 
and two more ji ividual entries, G/ the Manchester and District Lads’ 
Rhodes and Elswick's international! Grub in the Youth's event in Which 
Bill Boak. “9 55 they also had the runner-up, S R 

The University “Blue Weeks-/ Langridge, who was no real match 
Pearson was tagging on gamely to|;nowever, for that strong Bramley 
this bunch, follo ring which there boy Cocking. who also won the 
was a now unbreachable stretch Of! titie last year 
100 yards to the next man. In the junior event S.L.H. 
_ The order changed very little in triumphed largely through a colos 
the final three miles, except that! sal Sap of 106 places between th 
Foord fell away a W places, while! and Tourth scoring youngster in the 
Hardy and Maynard finished strong! Coventry Godiva team. the other 


side to side and 


stage 
Northern Kirkup 
Tight on his heels. 


: victory in the 
Kirkup neia on tenaciously for 
a little over a4 mile, but Pirie's 
relentless, heart-breaking Stride 
eventually proved too much for] 
Kirkup, and he fell back into the! 
second closely-linked String, who 
were fighting f runners-up 
Position. 


RANGER GOES UP 


At six miles 


With Pirie, over 100 


w 


enough to deprive Sando of fourth|three members of which ran bril- 
or fifth places. liantly to take sixth, ninth, and 

Pirie, who show d signs of having | eleventh places in the field of we!) 
felt the toughne of the condi-iover 500. 


and May-|/ 


SENIOR (9 miles) :D A G Pirle (holder), S 
London 3. 52m 44s, 1; W P Rangér (East- 
bourne Rovers), 52.10, 2; K WL Norris 
(Thames Valley H), 52/22, 3; E L Hardy 
(Derby and County’ A.C.), 52.26, 4; MR 
Maynard (Herne Hili H), 52.27. 5: F R 

S.C.), 52.28, 


s 52.33, 9; K F Caulder 
(Surrey AC.), 52.49, 10; A J Weeks-Pear- 
fon (Blackheath H), 53.8, 11; F Kirkup 
(Rotherham H)_ 53.20, 12° 

A Choriton (Doncaster Plant Works A.C.), 
53.40, 13: K Wood (Sheffield United H, and 


AC.), 53.32, 14: A E Dalton (Birchfield 
H), 53.06, 15; R'H Hatton (Birchfield H), 
54.10% 16: K Gates (Liverpool Pembroke 


A. and AC.), 54.14, 17; J Salt (Rochdale 
H. and A.C.), 54.355, 18; T Pumfrey (Coven- 
try Godiva H), 54.40, 19; R Turney (Coven- 
try Godiva H), 54.43, 20. 


T Smith (Cambridge City A.C.), 54.45, 
21; D O'Gorman 
54.47, 22; 


(St Albans City A.C.), 
R_ Davies (Liverpool H and 
» 23; P J Pirie (South London 
5. 24; L Eyre (Harehill Liberal 
. and A.C.), 54.57, 25: J Lyne 
‘South London H), 55.1, 26; F Norris (Bol- 
ton United H. and A.C.), 55.3, 27; R S 
Clark (Heme Hill H), 55.4, 2 ; J_W Stone 
(Dorking St Paul’s), 55.5, 29: B T Barrett 
(Surrey A.C.), 55.6, 30. 

T Harwood (Queen's Park H), 


55,12, 31: 


D Walker ‘Sheffield United H,’ and A.C.), 
55.13 32: G Knight ‘Essex B), 55.14, 33; 
M L Bar sEaling H), 55.35, 34: J R 
Humphrey South London H), 55.16, 75; 
A_ Walker (Royton H and A.C.), 55.19, 
26; E W hirehead (Finchley H), 55.20. 
37; MW h (South London H), 55.31, 
38: E Sia er (Morpeth H), 55.32, 39: 
J E Nich Sheffield United H. and A.C.); 
65.33, 


TEAMS.—South London H. (D A G Pirie 
a, Ew 


24 J Lyne 26,J R Humphreys 
th 38, R A Ashforth 56), 180 
; Birehfield H. (A E Daiton 15, RH 
26. B Browning 43, W E Butcher 
52. R Reic 57, J R Reid 60), 243, 2; 
ited H. and A.C. (F Norris 27,1 
J Haslam <3. O Wright 46, J Eastam a 
291, 3; / 


A Morgan #2, H Minshall 63), : 
Thames Valley H. (K L Norris 3. E G Ellis | 
47 AE s 654, E Elderfield 79, P J! 
Vivian 80, Cameron 115), 378, 4; Bel- | 
grave H. .J Masters 61, C Roffey 71, P| 


Bagnall 72 
C Walker 2), 


Patterson 87, A Bedford 89, 
478. 5 = 


Hl Tr eet re 


en aS ES eh 2 : =< 
; a Led from the start 


Os 


Gordon Pirie has a foot 
inspection after his victory. 


iri inni ions ior 
He meant to finish! Gordon Pirie winning the National Sen 
Race barefoot at Cardington on Saturday. 


A ticket to Spain. 
International from the Mayor of Bedford 
Chairman of this year’s championships. 


Cross-Country Unicn 


paint salesman Gordon Pirie, star of an England team 


Gordon Pirie receives his fetter of authority for the forthcoming 
(Ald. C. A. E. C, Howard), whe was 
On. the Mayor's right is Mr. R. G. Gale 
(Deputy Mayor), and on his left Mr. L. F. Edwards’ (President of the English 


\ 
7 
de 


captained by statistician Frank Sando, left London 


today f for — Saturday’s international 
championships at San Sebastian, Spain. 


cross - country 


Flu man 
Pirie has 
faint hope 


; 


From DESMOND HACKETT 


SAN SEBASTIAN, Friday. — 
Gordon Pirie, world’s No. 1 
cross-country runner, is almost 
certain to have to miss his 
hoodoo race—the ' European 
championship—tomorrow. 

Pirie developed flu. when he 
arrived and today tried desper- 
ately to run off the effects. But 
he finished up in bed in a state 
of collapse. 

A doctor was called in, and 
the hourly bulletins are the most 
eagerly read news around these 
parts. 

“ Puff-puff ” Pirie, the Stanley 
Matthews oO: cross-country, Was 
expected to draw a_ record 
30,0U0 crowd, and the locals had 
bet many pesetas on the distance 
by which Pirie would win. 

Pirie has four times qualified 
for tne European championship, 
but kas been able to run only 
onee—in Paris, where he also 
devolped flu. symptoms but 
‘nsisted on rurning and finished 
19th. 

This evening he told me: “I 
will run only if I feel fit. I tried 
to run against this kind of 
thing in Paris and it has been a 
nightmare ever since.’ 

I did my best to cheer up 
Pirie by playing cards in_ his 
bedroom overlogking a suniit 
pay so beautiful that it looked 
like a tourist poster come true. 


WORK-OUT 


This morning Pirie, wearing 
sweaters under a track suit, a 
ski-ing suit and a pixie hood. 
ran over the course, winding 
through the local race track, by 
a whirling river and through an 
orchard. 

After an hour-long work-out 
Pirie looked grey and weary. He 
was a man in agony. 

Last words from Pirie : " Don’t 
count me out. If I feel I can 
put on a snow I will be out 
there running for England.” 

Team manager George Dunn 
said; “With Gordon you can 
never tell. We will have a final 
test before the race, and I still 
give him 4 50—50 chance.” 

Pirie or no Pirie, it will still 
be England first. If he does not 
run, the title fight will be 
between three men of Eng:and— 
little Frank Sando, boyish-look- 
ing Ken Norris, and R.A.F. 
cnampion Pat Ranger. 
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Now unlucky Pirie tips 
Ranger as winner 


From GEORGE WHITING: San Sebastian (Spain), Saturday 


here will be no Gordon Pirie in this afternoon’s international cross- 
country championship here. Faint hopes that he might have been a 
starter were dashed this morning when Dr. Antonio Gastaminza ordered: 


“Remain in bed.” 


Influenza victim Pirie, by 
now the most celebrated 
invalid in Spain, still has a 
temperature and a high pulse 
rate and unless his condition 
improves he will not return 
with the rest of the England 
team tomorrow. 


Orange juice 


Pirie, propped up in bed and 
feeding on orange juice and 
chocolate, was a disappointed 
man as he told me his troubles. 


“This must be my unlucky 
race. I have been chosen four 
times, run only once, kept out 
twice by illness or injury — and 
now this. The annoying part is 
that this international is the 
only big race I have never won 
—and I am certain I could have 
won it this time by streets.” 


Without Pirie, today’s 14.000- 
metre race at the Hipodromo de 
Lasarte racecourse undoubtedly 
loses much of its interest so far 
as records are concerned but 
England are still hot favourites 
to keep the team honours they 
have held for the last two years. 

Last season, we had seven 
men in the first nine—without 
Pirie. I still think we can do 
almost as well today. 


PIRIE consoles himself with tea in bed after medical 
examination had ruled him out of the championship race,— 
Today’s radio picture from Spain, 


art Bea ‘ 
TOUT IRA BIEN. — Pirie a failli faire éclater le thermométre. « Demain, tu restes au lit, lui 
dit son entraineur, mais tu peux compter sur les autres, il n'y avait guére que Mimoun pour 
les battre et Mimoun ne partira pas. » San Sebastian a connu sa « promenade des Angiais ». 


lel ie ae ag Ce Sa Me a ae pause Poe th a 2 
eS ES. WDA a aly EL PIRIE’S FINE SIX eS § UTHER du 11 NO PIRIE 


_ SANDO BEATS PIRIE. | ; . 
- WITH HIS 


LTHOUGH South London Harriers romped home, easy i Eee a ee 
A winners of the Great Britain London-Brighton road relay CONCLUDED he a ~ 
' final, it was Aylesford Paper Mills’ international champion, FROM OUR ATHLETICS CORRESPONDENT uy i (", (71 19. 
Frank Sando, who provided the sensation. a ‘ 2 SOF eee at ass ae : 
: He smashed Gordon _ Pirie’s The quality of the running as a whole, a eat HE 
neared of dest year oe Bt atlas apart from that of the winner, D. A. G. 
stretch from Crawley to Handcross Pirie, and his runner-up, K. L. Norri 
by 33 s own to 32 minutes : ahh she te, DOES, 
BA — da made the race for the Southern six miles | By DOUG WILSON 
Pirie ran in the same stage. He. . championship a memorable event at the 
had taken over with a tend. White City on Saturday. This A.A.A. (Famous miler, our Athletics 
clocked 33 minutes 54 seats, | championship, as usual, had been grafted menOrtEY) 
Stage records were broken eight on to the Schools meeting which (GZ ORDON PIRIE will adopt 
times in all. | had been started on the previous day new tactics this season. 
‘ After oii Vilson pout South and now had reached the stage when Ne se will he blaze 
se ae ico Wen Pg a | only semi-finals and finals remained to 6 & parte coca refusing 
progress all the ks: But for gia te stage. ee ee 
easing over the latter stages, with 4 ne tact that. Pirie had with him on the ‘ A 
victory assured, they would have i track each of the 25 seeded runners— of show Ob ee mus. aa 
beaten their own last year’s record i itself a notable happening—was, perhaps, parable with eon ae 
by considerably more’ than the 2 z the first indication of the kind of race which Bannister ever pred a aad 
minutes 18 seconds, which brought q lay ahead. Some of the all too few spectators Fj 1s View eek 
the new record to 4 hours 29 z no doubt concentrated upon the possibility 9a wee oe bred ee ae 
maulputes 19 seconds. of a new British record, but, although that London, on Saturday when he 
arden Pe. nae + London Was not quite to be, for Pirie’s time was two won the Southern 6-mile title. 
Polytechnic H., 4-33-15: 3, Sheffield scconds behind his own previous best on the in the championship record 
United H., 4-33-20: 4, Belgrave Hi same track, it was the size and excellence time of 28min. 21.4sec.—his 
4-34-15: 5, Thames Villoy H. of the opposing field which largely explained second fastest. ; 
tee: &’ aan _ Horrors what the record-mongers may have regarded ware courageous Ken Norris 
-36-15 , al a : : ok the lea -mi 
4-36-15. Three-and-a-quarter miles, indeed. had to mark, Pirie wel ere 
be covered before even the last runner could low, and did not rush to the 
be lapped, and one learned afterwards that front until the last 300 yards 
13 competitors had finished inside the But when he did let rip 
A.A.A. standard time of 30 seconds. That Norris had no answer. JT doubt 
and Pirie’s superb stride and good judgment Whether any runner in the 
in reeling off the 24 laps, half of them at world would have had, either. 
silks. ~ ies the heels of Norris, who surely never before Norris, who finished second. 30 
Pine (S.L.H.) leads the London-Brighton Relay Field had raced so well on a track, were the thines yes down, had the satistac- 
5 which deserved most attention. : fourth fone 28min, 25.6sec., 
re eee ee a ~ te ee es : St time ever. Again 
RELENTLESS PACE he proved how wrone it was to 
i. ‘ a 3 leave him out of tt ir 
It is too early to arrive at any definite OF the Empire 
conclusions, but, on Saturday’s form, it anaes bein last season. 
certainly looks as if Pirie has completely Driver °3 mistake 
PIRI E RU NS re-found himself and is well on the way to : 
eye * j a great season—perhaps his greatest so far, ican a .fiugh Ford confirmed the 
pag : For some of his Opponents, notably P. D, oe ean n MILES = CHAMPIONSHIP ri et eg he gained over the 
BAREFOOT Driver, the effort came too’ soon for them (championship best performace, Hs 28min, 21 dsce, fee on, by finishing third in 
to be able to do themselves justice. The eras, valley a 25.6sec.. 2: ¥y ca Por a classic field. ‘ 
cee enna times for the six miles indicate both the pace Bich: Be Te, Barrett (Surrey °4.0° and Ras llford . attention Should 
j set by the leaders and the relentless ste S De O'Gorman (St. Albans A.C, 6. ae ee of. Er Dire oe poor showing 
OF thes ers and the 1 SS Sle mpire ames champion 
Pa heen ng le, Ain. aise Peter Biv, who, ead ey 
: | 14min. 8.4sec.; four miles, 18min. 54.8s- & Driver hes wxte tines 
: ; ave rales, 23min. 42.8sec.; six miles. of training too hard after aang 
28min. 21.4sec. bout of j 
Norris always was well up in the race. but nothing. wrong with him that a 
a not posters Pirie’s devastating finish short rest will not cure, 
d and so cou not give more than an A si irie’ 

% i impressively smooth performance ficim start outlook is hig eg amore eye 
| to finish. Norris took the lead from Pirie — moters. I was present when he 
| in the fourth mile, these two already having was being urged to allow his 
| separated themselves from the rest of the two-mile race at, Manchester on 

field by 80 yards. Foord was the nearest Mav 14 to be advertised as an 
} man. The two leaders ran in tandem until attempt on the world record, 
the final backstretch, when Pirie really let ‘it will be nothing of the 
Bhagelt 2. He ended up the winner by eee Ace coe to 
nearly 30 yards, but it still was well worth i dae most ines 
bearing in’ mind that only the three giants, L Gea week oe flies to 
Zatopek, Kovacs, and Pirie have done the ———— Waldemar Gavechiee : at “am 
distance in faster time than Norris's 28min. burg University. Whil, Pot beg 
25.6sec. Pirie on this occasion was 4.2sec. he will have “two rates pak 
faster than Norris. His chances of beating £ 3.000 and 2,000 metres in which 
ne world record of 27min. 59.2sec.. set he is hoping to “do something 
ed by icine gine can now be regarded as good.” 
rather better than fair, 
oy 
us To harden the soles of his feet, 
Puff-Puff Pirie meets Puffer Andrews, wae gone Candin Pirie 
but would Eamonn look as happy without : removed his shoes for a few 
that cigarette in his hand? Mention of laps on the Tooting Bec track 
Pirie’s nickname brought a quick halt to after his reqular work-out at 
Speed for about three hours. 


one of our columnist’s short periods of 
abstention - 


—— 


WONDER BURST 
WINS MILE RACE 
FOR PIRIE 


From ROY MOOR ‘' 


HEILBRONN, Southern Germany, Sunday. 
ACK to international track racing here to- 
day came puffing Gordon Pirie—with a 
; fantastic 300-yard finishing burst which put. 
' 25 yards at the tape between himself and 
Germian Olympic finalist Rolf Lammers. 
Pirie’s time for this mile was 4min. 12.4sec. 
“That burst convinced me Pirie is in wonderful 
shape,” said his German coach, Professor Gerschler. 
; I asked him if he is also convinced Pirie can do a 
four-minute mile. The professor was evasive : “ He 
can be much faster,” he said, “and will race at this 
shorter distance until he has PROVED to me he can 
run a very fast mile.’ 
This may mean Pirie racing for the mile title at 
the national championships in July instead of the 
six miles. 


Champion on a bicycle 


The crowd roared for Pirie as he whipped up to 
that tremendous sprint down the finishing straight. 
Minutes later they roared again as the English 
shampion rode a lep of honour on a new green 
dicycle—his prize. 

Pirie was pleased by his performance. It made 
iim forget his disappointment of the day before 
vhen he was nearly five seconds outside the German 
—_—— —————— 3,000 metres record at Freiburg. 

He had hoped for a time 10 

: seconds faster than his 8min. 22.4sec. 

if but made the mistake of racing 
; too fast in the early laps. 

Today he was content with pass- 

ing the half-mile in 2min. 8.4sec., 

ding-up with a last lap of 


PORTS STADIUM OPENING.—Gordon Pirie opened Erith’s new sports stadium on Saturday he famous runner 
is gener etied on the dais by the Mayor of Erith, Councillor W. Boast, J.P. (left), and the Town Clerk of yer (Mr 
J. A. Crompton (right). The Mayoress of Erith is on the extreme right of the picture, while borough officia s oe on 
the left are Mr. I. Steel (Deputy Borough Survevor), Mr. J. Muckart (Parks Superintendent) and Mr. J. H. Clayton 
(Rarongh Survevor’ 


: wee ad 
Flying out from Ldéndon Air- 
port today, wonder runner 
Gordon Pirie was off to Germany sec. and showing no distress. 
to compete in the 3,000 metres sordon told me he is not worry- 
¢ t : ing about the «ix mites—for which 
race at Freiberg tomorrow acted to break the world 


1 ORDON PIRIE, who is president of Erith and District 

X Athletic Club, told some 4,000 spectators that Erith 
was setting an example to other places in the country which 
did not have a running track of their own, when he opened 
Mrith’s new £20,000 sports stadium on Saturday. 


le season. 

has severe 
with Professor 
Reindell, of Fre rg University. 
brother, Peter, will be training 
with him. 


There was a big disappointment in that as Pirie was suffering 
from tonsilitis, he was under doctor’s orders not to compete in 
the invitation 880yds. race as arranged. Nevertheless, there were 
plenty of thrills in the programme of field events which featured 
six of England’s leading amateur athletic clubs. 


THE PIRIES’ TRIUMPH 


Gordon Pirie won the 3,000 metres 


SORRY, CUSTOMS 
TE L L P I R I 1D at Frelburg yesterday in’ 8mia 


22.4secs. Peter Pirie was second in 
By JONATHAN 8-29.2, and | Helmut Thumm, of 
* ; ‘e * Germany, third in 8-30.2. 
ORDON PIRIE will receive a parcel and an . 
apology in the next few days. The parcel will 
contain the camera which he won in Germany and on 
which he refused to pay duty. The apology comes 
from the Customs authorities. 
Pirie won the camera, vatued at £5. by beating international 
opponents in a race at Freibu He went there alone. 
At London Airport he to e Customs officials who he was 
and how he had won the camera. He was asked to pay £4 duty. 


Before calling on Gordon 
Pirie to perform the opening | 
ceremony, the Mayor of Erith! 
(Councillor W. Boast, J.P.)-con- 
gratulated the great sportsman 
on his brilliant performance at 
the White City the previous 
week, when he won the South- 
ern Counties six miles title. 

After saying that Erith was 
setting a great example in the 
athletic world, Mr. Pirie 
appealed to the boys and girls 
in Erith to use their new track. 
“You must get the local boys 
and girls to use this track as 
much as they can, for the 
future of the country in the 


He refused. Customs kept the camera. 


Pirie later wrote asking 
the camera to be released. e 
authorities satisfied themselves 
that the camera was an award 0: 
merit. 

They wrote apologetically 
Pirie informing him that a mis- 
take had been made and that the 
camera would be forwarded. 

So the conundrum [ get in this 
column recently is happily an- 
swereda 

Why. I asked. should Pirie 
requested to pay £4 on his p 
when B.O.A.C. stewardess Anne 
Price was allowed to bring in. 
duty-free, a £2.000 ring awarded 
to her in a Queen of the Air com- 
petition in Johannesburg ? 


Proof needed 


A CUSTOMS official explained 
a yesterday: “Unless we 
have proof that a prize is 
prize according to the letter 
the law, we must charge t 
appropriate tax or hold the pr 
pending investigation at 
appropriate level.” 


f 
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field of sport depends upon 
these boys and girls,” he 
declared. 

Speaking to a Kentish Times 
reporter after the opening cere- 
mony, Mr, Pirie said: ‘As 
president of Erith and District 
Athletic Club, I want’ the 
youngsters from the local 
schools, who have any inclina- 
tion to run, to come forward 
und join the club.” 


He said he was most 

impressed by the new sports 
stadium. The track, although 
it required time to settle, 
appeared to be in very good 
condition, while the surround- 
ings were ideal. 
Referring to his inability to 
luke part in the racing pro- 
gramme, Mr. Pirie said he was 
inost disappointed, but he was 
sure that everyone would 
appreciate that, in view of his 
racing commitments in Ger- 
inany this week-end, his doctor 
! instructed him not to run 
while still suffering from a bout 
xt Ltonsillitis. 


IBBOTSON SENDS PIRIE PUFFING To NEW HEIGHTS J Lier Counts 
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‘TLL DO iT’ 


A four-minute mile! — me 
within his reach 


By ROY MOOR 


| F Gordon Pirie can cover a mile in 4min. 9sec. 
while running the world’s second fastest 2,000 

metres (1 mile 427 yards), how fast can he run the | 

'mile without having to reserve power for the extra 


june 


Re. relentless Gordon Pirie was out train- 
ing all yesterday trying to reach a less-than- 
four-minute-mile peak by 3.20 this afternoon. 

Pirie is still certain he can do as well as Hungary’s 
Istavan Tabori and Britain’s Chris Chataway and Brian 
Hewson, all of whom beat four minutes at London’s 
White City on Saturday in the most sensational mile 
race ever seen. 


| 427 yards ? ’ 
Let Pirie himself reply: “Maybe 4min. 2sec., or perhaps 
4min. Isec.” That was his carefully considered opinion after 
running to within 2.8sec. of Gaston Reiff’s 2,000 metres world 
record of 5min. 7sec. during the Universities’ Athletic Union 
championships at the White City, Manchester, on Saturday. 
; at — - Watch him try to Prove it at 
next week-end’s British Games 
in London. He will warm up 


tonight against A.A.A. ch. i 
Brian Hewson over 800 yards “in 


Galloping Gordon tried gal- 
lantly in his heat of the 
inter-counties mile, less than 
an hour after news of the 
fabulous Tabori - Chataway - 
Hewson epic had been flashed 
round the world. 

But he had no pacemaker. He 
went off like a bomb to lead the 
field around the first bend and 


But below is the man who 
could not make it four in a 
day. An hour later Gordon 
Pirie ran in a’ mile heat 
in the Counties Champion- 
ship, After a first lap of 
58sec, he slowed to a time of 

amin. 9sec. 


an inter-ciub relay at Tooting. 
After watching every gtride of his 
run at Manchester I am in no doubt 
that Pirie is a four-minute miler, 
What a pity he will not. be in the 
international mile against Hewson 
Chris Chataway and Hungary’s 
Santos Iharos at the Gameg next 
Saturday. There he would find pace. 
makers to bring the best out. ot 


clocked a startling 58 secs. for 
the first lap. And, like a bomb, 
Gordon blew up. 

At the half-mile—2min. 1.6 sec. 
—ace-coach Franz Stampfi, who 
had carefully prepared Chataway 
and Hewson over the past seven 
months, turned to me and shook 


him. Instead he will race for Surrey his head. 
a the inter-county championship 
mile. 


WRONG WAY 


Pacemakers needed 


“Pirie {s a marvel,” he said, 

- “but he can't beat four minutes 

agi ee is dikely this way.” He was right. Gordon— 

i ran. yatt 3min, 4.8sec.—was nearly three 

iMate eg ae Dees seconds slower than the four- 

ft 0 ; : shin ns 

(Devon). If only one of these ane GORDON PIRIE ie ME’ Bini ae a 

young rumners can do an “Ibbot- ‘ es 4 : : SS) Spas 
son” on him Pirie will burst through re +3. he is confident he can do 9SEC. 


the four-minute barrier. a 


a four-minute mile. Can Pirie crack the magical 240 


unless there are other competitors 


the crowd—and Pirie—at Manchester 


Dennis Ibbotson, a self-trained ee seconds in the inter-counties final 
Huddersfield cross-country runner £ % Z we vl today? The odds are against him, 
jwith no miling experience, startled PS eee dit Ses OA of lurmu 2, TY 

i . ! 
ra 
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: 1 a willing—and able—to help push 
by dashing er the lead with little ’ le! Eg p, p him along, 

eo agli pl Syhon oF ane 2,000 metres : Le tS \ @ ARK 9K Tabori’s previous best was 
eettiie a hor pace. | was. #lneady EO ED Se Re pat es as ws 4min. 5.2sec. at the White City last 


Ibbotson 6till headed Pirie ag he “ 
raced past the mile post in 4min. = 
8.8sec.—1.6sec. faster than the fromer 
world record holder Paavo Nurmi 
ever ran the distance. 

The shock sent Pirie almost 
sprinting away over the final 300 
yards. A plucky Ibbotson chased 
hard and was less than 20 yards 
down at the finish in 5min. 12.8sec. 


Speed and stamina 


“I had no idea I coulq run such 
a fast mile, let alone carry on for 
another 400 yards afterwards,” 
Ibbotson told me. “Only recently 
my R.A.F. pals at Yatesbury were 
telling me to give up three-mile 
races and concentrate on six-mile 
events because I seemed to have 
more stamina than speed, 

“T entered the race only for the 
fun of competing against Gordon 
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ORDON PIRIE is getting | still onl 

: § hr 

! G nearer that four-minute for the, ‘thie quartece ad 


rate” continued Tobateon. “ When me a 28sec. © Tuarters in i | . 

e started to go away from, the rest e covered the distance in|. Then Pirie unlea: 

of us I thought I would try and #min. 6sec, on the rain- Agia tak sprint leavin ihe Irie ee 
stay with him. I found I could !soaked Motspur Park track | fleld behind him by 20 yard 

and as I still seemed to be running - for the A.A.A. against Lon. | in less than 150. = 


comfortably I thought I would try 


don University last ni 
and beat him. But I couldn't cope 3 “ure 


He slowed ove 
The impressive feature of 


straight—"{ r the back 


Surrey Mil 
Title 


By H. J. OATEN 


; Was 5 
with Fens finish.” | the un was shat, Pirie led re ae of what anes 
Now, tEor F or mos r id 3 P 
OV botson has a big prob- ince, almost three wards—Dbut manners after- 


nei ; to put 
John Evans the Lon In an explosive finis 

University miler, was ie His last lap time was 

front at the quarter mile— 7 


rather slow 63.2sec. 
clocked in 69.6se¢, 100 yards This is Pirie’s fourth sub. 


“I'M manage it some how,” 
He is scheduled for three 
the British Games. 


While in Manchester Pirie stayed ERED warts took command. dmin.-l0sec. m1 le FORDON PIRIL, came bac 
j with one of his South London club 4 Evans stayed with him untfi | 8€8son, and tne second best G the track in the Surrey 
jcolleagues Martin Walmsiey, who is past the half mile (reached | °f, his career, letic championships at Mot 
a student at Manchester University. n 2min, 1.8sec.) and was Tam a little disappointed 


my last lap was 53.2sec, ha Park this afternoon. defendins 


| 

Da Salle ee ee for the summed up, “but at jes? mile title, which he won last 

then gave him a few hints) 2 : Um getting near that four in the record time of 4 
The outcome was a_ surprise minutes.” 10.6sec. re 

inches Victory for Walmsley in the 9 cvans was second in 4min, _ He had an easy heat, win 

record-breaking 4min. 9sec. final. pha and Chris Brasher Se Sealy ee ee 

International selection ie likely to ured home third in s ec co i 


4min, 15 sec. 

| Pirie’s time will probably 
; count as a new track record 
las the previous best. Bannis_ 
j ter's 4min. 2sec., was not 
; 4ccepted when put forward 
‘4S a British record, 


follow for Walmsley this week, the arm injury which caused 


to scratch from the inter-cou 
mile last Monday. 

Gordon Pirie won the S 
Mile championship in a new r 
time of 4min. 8.6sec.—two se 
faster than his own record. 
ran the third lan in 37 7ser 


_ vust OO Easy, says Gordon: 


Home comes Gordon Pirie a don’s first comment after beat- 
good six yards ahead of Laszlo ing the Hungarian stars was: 
Tabori and still farther ahead | “ It was just too easy! It 
of Sandor tharos. And Gor- seemed like a walk past.” 


A VICTORY 


TO MAKE BRITAIN PROUD 
Pirie beats tharos 
AND Tabori 


BRAVO, Gordon Pirie! He beat both Laszlo Tabori and Sandor 

Tharos, Hungarian stars of the Whitsun meeting at White City, 
here tonight in a special 2,000 metres international event. It was a 
brilliant effort. 


As he came off the track 
Pirie calmly commented: 
\“It was just too easy. It 


i i i battre le record des 2 km 
é lent n’a pas permis aux Hongrois tharos (54) et Tabori (2) de : : wk 
pee Pans ip alk Et c’est Gordon Pirie (1) qui I’a emporté, les lachant @ 200 métres de l’arriyée j 


a 


From ROY MOOR 
Brussels, Wednesday 


Vsneceneennemnnnue 


Side to make it more difficult for 
Pirie to pass, | 
_ After four laps Tabori was still | 
in command. Then Iharos made 

his strike for home. Pirie wag 

ready. With a little more than 


seemed like a walk past to 290 yards to go, Pirie began an HE PLAYED HIS 
ree Deaten them pecause I felt so full electrifying burst which did not 
me ! : : ; ‘3 . of running,” ease up until he tore through the . OWN GAME 
The winning time of 5 min- Indeed, Pirie gave the impression Winning tape a good sie yards 


. _ ome ’ e A ahead of Tabori who é 1 gq 

utes 12.6 seconds was 5,6 that he could go on Tunning for anead bork, yassed a 
A at i s Sgling Iharos in th ; 

seconds outside Gaston Reiff’s miles. straight, © S in the finishing 


world record but Pirie dis- | The, Hungartans were here to Tab 


After his win, Pirie told 
B.U.P.: “I felt as though we 


was timed at 5 minutes 


: ‘ A beat Reift’s record as well as Pirie, A gee a: pate were walking? I stayed behind } 
missed that lightly. ; and as soon as the gun cracked. Hema bce a aros at the Hungarians because they j 
“It was much more important Tabori tore into the lead closely Pinie's Hime as cae (as : were after the record. not me. | 
to win this race,” he said, ; followed by Iharos. ; minutes 16 secon ore mule. was' 4 ; “Tf I had taken the lead, the } 
I’'m' satisfie!d that I won with The 24-year-old Pirie, drawn in Barely 5,000 this battle race would have been faster, But 
a shadow of a doubt.” wide Gite others tone hak eun' of track giants the narrow s I_ was playing my game, not I 
s ig posi~ cinder strip of tt ietur “¢ es . 7 ; 
Hons at the bends and he came Gilluise Steqee te Picturesque St. i theirs. I wanted to win, not 
Pacemaker Strongly into his stride entering sane Seaetiiamn. 5 beat the record. 
d the straight to tuck in behind the 6 “} can beat the 2,000 metres 
His triumph — Was. indeed. a Hungarian pair. record any time. Give me men \ 
majér triumph for Britain, Taber! So the placings remained for the i who run a mile in 4 minutes 
won that fantastic, mie at Waite grey lap: 1, Tabori; 2, Iharos; 3, 8 4 seconds and I'll beat Reiff's 
City in 3 minutes 59 seconds, with MK i 
5} ris Ci taway and Brian He son Pirie. After a lap and a half the t time, ; 
ae ne of a second behind. positions were the same. r “The track was O.K. tonight, 
ead already world-record Then, at two laps, Iharos burst ; despite the damp air. The Hun- 
holder ‘for the 3,000 awiy., Pitle Kept close to him and is garians did not like the sharp 
smashed the record for waited. Tharos Was still in front “4 bends in the track, hence their 
at White City in 8 approaching the start of the third slow speed. Hence mine. But 
33.4 seconds . circuit but Tabori was obviou y ly 1 : ‘ 
= Tat = rere worried by Pirie’s close attention a I won, ‘ : : Tet 
_ Tonight eee 5 ee and ag: sped away in front in 5. “T would rather win in Six 
abe Hoa se E endeavour to lead Iharos away ot minutes _than lose in record 
tactics and effort. from Pi td time. 


Pirie said: "My 
that neither Tabor 
forced a faster pace. é 
done so I still think I could 


WaS giving nothing 

1, he showed 
nN of worry 
i and Iharos even ran side 


“NO-ENERGY" PIRIE 
~ FLOPS TWICE, BUT 
, HEWSON SPEEDS ON 


The G agreed for 
| split the am@?_ Hans Hermann| added? aty{°'Ce? 2 gtin ana 
1 € pair in a fast final | inin ei OR ee aoe 
that had Pirie strugglin sal Bek or 
Stier ths ce g. - We shall See. There are, I think 
the grass verge said Meee ae on heading hye dea i 
3 his back while a Socce i oe H deven more si 
f r mat i © faded even more si 
Freon (Holland) and ae two hours aftarwands “i the tae 
, fo razil) was started in the —— ; hele 
ch ; ; im certain he woul y 
por noroughiy Weary and disap- 1UNM in this race had i ae ec 
pointed with his showing, Piric his original en- j bi 
band just can't taken os — on the ‘bs K's 
When I Suggested inet ithin stri, 
/ m got withi i i 
‘Hrough too much travelling ad Header and evenvaal. winner oes 
ee, too tnx ng and rue eventual winner Otto 
petitive racing he oer (West Germany) Whose 
n, 0.8sec. beat the 


ert CLIFFORD WEBB, ho record of Douglas Lowe (Britain) 
will be at Wimbledon : 
~hampionships, Webb 
5 years. Each time 

er Cup, 


‘ce 


GORDON PIR TE 


wir 
of the 880 yar 


Laying off 
Pirie tailed of to roll in sixth, 
n him tn such 


Hewson 


Il’S PIRIE Br 
Was seen in t} ee 


e 880 final, beatine Piri 
of Imin, 52.8secs 


This un : 
“ he Kinnaird T , usual view 
Derek Johnson won th rophy n 


of Gordon 
vhiswick ye! 
Irteé in the reco 


leeting at Chi 


Ses 


Pirie 
sterday, 
rd time 


| 
| 
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Gordon Pirie walked off 
ithe Olympic Stadium track here 


‘this afternoon. 

, On his way from London he 
made a sudden decision to com- 
pete with four-minute miler Brian 
Hewson in the 1,500 metres inter- 
national race, as well as in the 800 
metres, at the Dutch Olympic Day 
sports. 

He was beaten, and well beaten, 
in both races. 

As Hewson strove majestically to 
victory in the 1,500 metres, six yards 
ahead of East German champion 
Hans Hermann, and in a_ new track 
record time of 3min. 47.5sec., Pirie 
finished another ten yards down In 
third place. 


Clarion call 


‘I just had no snap at all,” he 
safd, " And the way the 1500 metres 
race Was run did not help me to 
get the fast time 1 was after.” 
Pity Pir:e did not go out to make 
the pace here, for J am sure the 
45,000 crowd would have enjoyed 
what could have been a struggle. 

Instead, the hero of Wednesday's 
triumph over the Hungarians in 
Brussels was content to trail 
Hewson in the centre of the ten- 
man field for two laps while 
Schma‘z, from West Germany, and 
Hermann each led in turn, 

As Hermann raced past the 800 
metres mark In 2min. 6sec., Hewson 
‘took a more serious interest in the 
‘leadership. He eased his way into 


iA THOROUGHLY dejected 
| 


position 

. Then came the bell. Hewson re- 
acted like a fireman to an alarm. 
He suddenty streaked round bh 
mann and was away. 


Pirie tried to follow, but the East 


OUT-OF-PU 


Orimee Dar OPser 


— eee —_—_— wren ae ae ae cree ee ee 
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From ROY MOOR 
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German champion was_ already 
alerted to the danger. Round the, 
bends and down the back streten, 
Pirie tried to force his way past: 


Hermann. 


The German would not concede; 
an inch, so Pirie tucked into third} 
piace again for the final bend—! 
hoping to strike again in the! 


Straight. 


There was no strike left. He’ 
gave up just as Hewson, keeping up 
his fine speed, whipped through 
the tape in a time that equalled 
Jack Lovelock’s winning perform- 


ance in the 1936 Olympics 


Hewson's only satisfaction from 
the race was the victory. “It was 
much too jerky to enjoy,” he told 
He sped over the final 400 
tres in 54 seconds—‘It didn't 
hurt until the last 15 yards,” he, said. | 


Fade-out begins 


Pirie was in the 800-metres race; 
with a chance. From second place, | 
he chased Otto Lawrenz, of Ger- 


many, with oniy 250 yards to go. 


Then another Pirie fade - out 
began and four runners, Don 
rie of Oxford University in-} 
cluded, steadi!y dropped him into) 
Sixth place over the fina} 100 yards. 
Lawrenz won in Imin. 50.8sec., to 

second place. Pirle edged into third}rob Douglas Lowe of the track 
record he made when winning the 


Go 


1928 Olympic tinal. Reinnagel, 


Germany. was second in = Imin. 
52.4sec. and Gorrie third in 1min. 


52.9sec 


Pirie wanted to get in a fast 1,500 


FF PIRIE FAILS: 


Record win for Hewson e Sad Gordon flops twice: 


.defeats today have not undermined 


@ Anciknam °C 


metres run as training for his? 
world’s three-mile record attempt at’ 
Manchester on Wednesday. His 


his confidence to get near that 
record, held by Vladimir Kue. 


| 
| 


GORDON PIRIE 
...,recordjacht is waardeloos”.. 


Mikes Race Lue P Pome 4 a a. : ff / LA 
seaeatemmaiiiainae ae lucoriere Stoves. y [thn cHeste MK Syne Reseerer bart Morir nw _ SouTy Gate, _| 1G ; 


ps e : oe ir “Bight leading middle distance’ 
\ runners, all of them record holders 


-and six of them internationals, lined 
up for the three-quarter mile. 

~ Half way round the first lap Pirie 
-went into the lead closely followed 
by E. Shirley, the British 3,000 
metres steeplechase record holder, 
and B. W. Jackson, Time for the 
first quarter was 61 secs. 

In the second lap Shirley, F. 
Wyatt (who has done a mile in 4 
mins. 5.8 secs.) and Jackson, all 
went in front of Pirie and at the bell 
the time was 2 mins. 0.4 secs. 


INTO LEAD 

Midway through the last lap little 
{Barrett, the former Surrey mile 
record holder, tore into the lead 
closely followed by Jackson. Pirie, 
‘who seemed to be running to plan 
‘unperturbed by his rivals, sensed 
the danger, but cut off from the 
inside position, was forced into a 
desperate spurt to round his 
opponents. 

Down the straight they pounded, 
Pirie and Jackson side by side with 
Barrett on their heels. As the 
‘eaders thrust themselves through 
the tape many in the crowd excitedly 
shouted “Dead heat” while several 
of Jackson’s team-mates who ran to 
help him as he slumped, thought he 
had earned the verdict. 

By contrast Pirie trotted con- 
fidently for his track suit apparently 
quite unaffected by his exertions. 
Barrett was a good third, only .6 
secs. behind the first two and Wyatt 
was fourth in 3 mins. 1.8 secs. 

This is believed to be the first 
occasion that four runners in a 
three-quarter mile have all finished 
inside 3 mins. 2 secs. 


ee : es 

M G rdon Pirie WHO can be surprised, after seeing this admirable picture, that the 

[ky man 0 timekeepers could not separate Gordon Pirie (left) and B. W. Jackson, 

about seen hurtling to the tape in the thrilling three-quarter mile invitation 

OR20N-Euais = age aa two miles with him, but he ignores race at the “Beverley Baxter” Trophy Meeting in Broomfield Park on 

X ner, jogs up gud Gon Ds eS them Saturday? Pirie was adjudged the winner, and both he and Jackson 

oe er ¢ a toe Gordon Pirie, the man, 1s sUr-were credited with 2 minutes 58.2 seconds, which is 2.8 seconds outside 
eorden oe eae averk. runner, rounded by 30 or 40 saab oa the British record. 

attempting records twice and waving eae een Cet 


r ils by 2.8sec. to leaves the 
oe hon 3 x ‘ running kit. 


an Hewson's three-quar- 4 on 
ter-mile time of 2min. 55.4sec. and Unexpectedly, he /? bags 
{s nearly beaten by Brian Jackson the grass banking and, with @ fle 


3 i of young hero-wW or sh ippers 
(oor, Santen ie eee smothering him, he signs auto- 


Gordon Pirie, the crack runner, graph books, notebooks, even pieces 


f paper for nearly 20 minutes. 
ogs up and down, round and ° 
scone Tne practice ground “ cool- It all happened at the Southgate 


ing down” after the race, in the Harriers meeting. He’s a human 
midst of a field of 16 small boys machine, this Pirle. 


The start of Pirie’s attempt on 
the 3-mile world record. Pirie 
is on the inside lane, then 
come Peter Driver, Martin 
Walmsley and Bob Beecroft 
with John Disley on the 
‘ outside. 


PIRIE WITHIN 3.4 
SECONDS OF 
WORLD RECORD 


By DOUG WILSON 
(GORDON PIRIE and Brian Htwson failed in their 


attempts to lower the world r f i 

, records for the thr 

a Rigs ip 1,000 metres at the White City, i 
Ster, last night—but never 5 1 ; 

ae re ver have there been more 


The 20,000 capacity crowd 
x A ca : cheered them to th “he 
wey one bee ceo ne Sivek and the wits 1. tee ; 
f the etic efforts ever se j hes 
Pirie returned 13min. 29.3 mie ie 
L . 29.8sec for the thre iles ich tai 
a tiga e miles, which failed 
48eC, e world record established b issia’ 
nea Hy ce ee oe clocked bo oe 
the 1,0¢ : ; s seven-tenths of a utside 
the world record, held by Audun Boysen, of Bey — 
W hat a man this Gordon , 
Pirie is! Three days ago he 
Cte oie pastes. and de- 
ected athlete, but last ni 
Simply sparkled. satin 
e runners = starte 
Martin Walmsley, the a 
ter University chemical student, 


and three small girls, who do 


~ she’ Bek te maintained it 
me: rst mile, cover i 
4min. 27.6sec. oe ee 


° r 
Disley's part 

At this stage Pi rayne i 

t tms Stage Pirle was lying 
Clare _ behind him, with Peter 
ne third and John Disley 
ee. AS Walmsley | tired, 
nly took over and led for an- 
other half-mile. The time at 
a nt was 6min, 39.4sec. 
“ Isley began to tire, but kept 
wa ane until just before the 

y-mile = mark, reached j 
8m 53.8sec. ee 
Pi now took over, and the 
a r me went the bigger gap 

_ put between i 
Pee himself and 
se The crewd sensed the possi- 
aa a world record and 
cheered the gallant Pirie to the 
echo, out the record was just 
too much for him. : 
7 He said to me afterwards : 
ga fig until the last half- 

.and then J reall e 

feel that wind.” eee ne 

Asked what he tho 
; *¢ at hought he 
a? ae under good conditions 
1€ _ : think I could 
x ( good ten sec f 
Kuts’s time.” mee ae 


Gordon Pirie breaks the tape 

at the end of his 3-mile run 

at White City, Manchester, 
last night. 


emis aes Shes, oo Se 


— Papoimetort 14. 


Bove aad Gagner oT tot te es oi pices oe 


— Paen 


sy 


Tae 


| 
[Am ES Do kacé 7 Que “$ 


Vo ee oe ee ea 


nN eS en. ae se 


le Ale EOS SPo 1S 


ad 


Pirie breaks | Home 
worldrecord . oo 
for 14 miles —=z 


By ROY MOOR 


(GZ ORDON PIRIE broke the 
world’s unofficial record 
for one and a half miles by 
5.2sec. at Paddington last 
night. His time—6 min. 26 sec. 
Johnny Thorpe, of St. Aibans, 
in second place, and Ken Norris 
(Thames Valley), third, were aiso 
inside the previous world best, 
which stands to Sandor Iharos, of 
Hungary, at 6 minutes Be 

seconds. 
Thorpe. 40 yards behind Pirie, 
was clocked in at 6min. 30.8 and 
S ther yard away, 6min. 


33.2sec., t 
Chataw h native 


at 6min. 33.4sec. last year 


time last night 
. I ghouid have been 


record se 
= Quick start 
()UTDOORS : No need to ask—Is First Pee oer oe 


there a star about ? Youn : 13 miles at a track in Paddington. Her 
: ¢ : g boys, ington. Hence 
old boys, and an odd girl out chase after Foe esqn for the hero-worshippers to 


the slight young man in light track-suit get near him. But why even trot round 


. ph t j ; 
and jersey. The star, if you have not we track again after such an effort ? 


the outside of 
took command. 
ield had led round 


j j : 24 cal ne j > "eq strongly 
identified him by now, is Gordon Pirie, alled “warming down” — the away po vagsing the 
: 20 yards 


quarter 
ahead 0: 
the half 
3.2sec., 


23 yards over No 


: athlete’s tern i 
after breaking the world record for the muscles eee os 
: seize up. reached in 
eaed 
and 
rmsd. 
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Gordon wins: DAZED PIRIE 


a wo | GORDON PIRIE 
fi baa Tonight again First past the post, 40. yards 
ahead of his nearest rival—a 


“ pda: on ae great thrill for 7,000 specta- 
second ce tors. Children leapt the rails 
is managed to pul to fete him and 400 chased 

; him as he eased his. way round 
irie will race over 2.000 metre. the track in a characteristic 
ee ie eee peek an Sature Pirie “warming down TUWIL 


day. : 
Big surprise of the race was the 


erformance of Thorpe iri finishing 
vecond in such fast time. He is little- 
known in top-class athletics. 


Thorpe. Insurance A.A. three-mile 
champion. travels every Sunday 
from St. Albans to Hampstead for 

g under Johnny 


special coaching c ) 
Hovell, the Finchley international. 


“Johnny has the makings of a really ) 
great athlete,” said Hovell. WORLD S BES 
pts, but you i © 


Pirie has his critics for his recent planned record attem 


won't find one among these Paddington children swarming round 
their hero. YORDON PIRIE scored 01 


his biggest triumphs 
night when he won the -) 
and-a-half invitation race 
Paddington in the world 
time of 6min. 26sec. 

Previous best unofficial 
was 6min, 31.2sec. by Sa 
Iharos, of Hungary, 

Pirie went ahead after 
yards. The farther he went 
greater his lead became, an 
won by fully 60 yards. 

Pirie’s lap times: 

First: 61.2sec, 

Second: 2min. 3.6sec, 

Third: 83min. 8sec, 

Fourth: dmin, 13.6sec, 

Fifth: 5min, 21.2: 

Time: 6min, 26sec. 

Result: 1, G. Pirie (8outh Lo 
6min. 26sec.; 2, J. Thorpe (St. Albar 


A.C,), 6Gmin, 30,.8sec. (also are 
3, K. Norris (Thames Valley), 6min. 


on running SLAMS WORLD 
RECORD 


By RALPH HEWINS 


(5; ORDON PIRIE, Britain’s iron man of 

athletics, set a world’s best time for 
one and a half miles with 6min. 26sec, 
at Paddington last night. 


After he broke the tape hundreds of 
screaming children broke from the 4,000 
se and ran round the track with him. 

ne prevous best for the distance—not 
are ok bela Miiccntae purposes—was by 

I "lan Sandor Iharos with 6min. 31. 
which Pirie beat by 5.2sec sean 

Pirie won by 30 yards from “ unknown ” J 

} yards fr ohn 
Thorpe (St. Albans City and Ken Norris. Thorpe's 
time of 6min. 30.8sec. and Norris’s 6min, 31sec.) 
also beat Iharos’s time, 


Dissatisfied 


; This was Pirie's second record attempt within 
our days and was crowned with astonishing 
success against the expectations of experts, who 
said that his programme $s ridiculous. 

_ Last night Pirie, as ever, was dissatisfied with 
himself—even though he had run five seconds 
inside the recora. 

“It's not. very good. I had hop 
P 7 © . ed to do 
6min, 14sec. So few people run 14 miles,” he said. 
He was a bundie of nerves at the i 
-a bundle lerves start. He 
shook hands with officials in a daze. 


An admiring child runs alongsid iri i i j 
g 8 gside Pirie after his With several people he knew quit 
f ch u I sh sé a 2 , e well h 
world 1}-mile record run at Paddington. shook hands three times as if he did not oe 
them. 


ito the lead in the first 
forged further ahaad 
p. Times for these 
tome 2min. 3.6sec. 
4min. 13.6sec., 5min. 
6miin. 26sec. 


He went 


— — eR eer 


(NCE more Gordon Pirie proved that 
he is one of the two biggest draws in 
British athletics when he turned out for a 
special 2,000 metres invitation race at the 
Croydon Stadium last night—24 hours 
after putting up a new world best time 


for the mile and a half. 
But this time the thousands who swarmed round 


the track in the lovely sunny evening to see this 
one-mile 427.2 yard race were not lucky enough to 


witness Pirie shatter another world record. 

He returned 5m. 10s.—three seconds outside the world 
record of the Belgian, Gaston Reiff, 0.6 seconds outside 
Chris Chataway’s British record and 0.2 seconds outside 
Pirie’s own best time for the distance. 


SHOT HIS BOLT 


Actually, Pirie might have peaten his own best time 
and conceivably have put up a new British record had 
it not been for an incident just after the end of the 
fourth lap of this five-lap event. 

Brian Jackson. the twenty-five-year-old Essex runner, 
had actually passed Pirie after three and three-quarter 
laps, but then he shot his bolt. 

Instead of waiting for Pirie to pass him, however, 
he ran on to the grass verge just beyond where I was 
squatting, and Pirie very nearly crashed into him, 
having to check his stride and throw out his arms to 
avoid a full tilt coilision. 

From then on, of course, Pirie was all on his own, 
and any chance of a world record dwindled with each 
inexorable tick of the stop-watch 


PUSHED TOO HARD 


Pirie had been timed at 4m. 8.6s. for the mile, but 
the last 427.2 yards took him 61.4s. | 
He had, in fact, been pushed too hard at the start, 
for the first quarter was run in 59.4s—much too fast for 
this distance—and the half at 2m. 2.1s. was still a little 
too speedy. 

Afterwards Pirie refused to alibi. 

At first he said: 

“The bump did upset me.” 

But later he grinned and said to me: 

“Oh, well, perhaps I'd have collapsed if 1 hadn't had 
someone to ho'd on to!’ 

The fact of the matter is that even for phenomenal 
Pirie an attempt on two world records on successive 
nights is just too much 

And, of course, he is scheduled to run a three-mile 
record attempt at this same stadium on Saturday. 


SLOW PUNCTURE 


There is no doubt that personalities like Pirie are 
drawing unparalleled crowds to what would normally be 
unimportant athletic meetings. 

But I wonder whether these constant record attempts 
on varying distances—not all of them championship 
*enes—wWith various competitors only in there to run 
certain stret®nes with the intention of producing 4 
specific tine for one man, are really in the best interest 
of amateur athietics. 

Certainly, they do not produce the best competitive 
races. 

To see one man striding home alone many yards 
ahead and then to learn that he has not anyway broken 
the elusive time record, is inclined to give one a let- 
down like a slow puncture. 


all alone, 


Gordon Pirie 


a 


Si 


attempt at Croydon Spo 


1 000 memes Lruriation Kace, 


gare — a a ape a en a a 


Semel 


ADDISCOMBE’S Derek Clark (number four) leads in the first lap of the world 2,000-metres record 
rts Arena on Wednesday evening. At his elbow is Barber, of the Darnley 


club (10) and, from left, Gordon Pirie (2), Stewart, of the Poly. (18), Millward, of Victoria Park 
(6), and Norman Lloyd, of Mitcham (1). 


NAUGHTY WORDS.. 


Gordon Pirie, missing record, 


uses them to pacemaker 


Express Staff Re 
porter 
ARD luck for Gordon Pirie—he missed a world 


record at Croydon last ni g 
j ght. Hard words— 
words—for his pacemaker, Brian Jackson. sifted 


——— | Jackson threw Pirie out of 
his stride at the vital point of 
the champion’s attack on the 
record for 2.000 metres (427 
yards more than a mile). 
Pirie was almost barge ot 
Lg nl aig failed by a weonae 
2 aston Rieff's 9 figur 
iS coped Sa Rieff’s 1949 figure 
At the end. strugglin cee 
| Mis temper, he burst ne eee 
= saying nothing—ex 5 
wear ores,” rie eee eee 
Then h im 25-year: 
ane e turned to 25-year-old 
' “You should have gone off the 
‘outside of the track and let me 
| through on tne inside.” he said. 
| Instead you stepped straight in 
front of me. Very careless.” 
_ Jackson. on:v two years in _big- 
time athletics. said: ‘“ These 
champions ask you to run yourself 
‘out to help 1 break records, 
{then ., complain if everything 
;doesn't go quite to suit them.” : 
a Then he s “One day I'll 
beat him just to show him.” 


Gordon Pirie was unlucky in his attempt on the world’s 2,000 
metres, record at Wednesday night's big athletics meeting at 
the ‘Croydon municipal sports arena, Albert-road, but he was 
smiling cheerfully when he received congratulations on a very 
fro effort from Mr F. W. Cranmer. managing director of the 


ere 


Gordon Pirie pulls away from D. G. Stewart (Polytechnic B 
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Sen Norris races Pirie 
out of six miles 


ic sensation of the year when he dropped 
-mile championship at London’s 


GoRPON PIRIE created the athlet Rs 
K ou ic Association’ ¢ 
os ae ee eye Higa till to be covered. And while the crowd were 


ith a lap s 
“ ies Norris, 23-year-old Wembley sports goods salesman, 
ly unchallenged; in 29min. 0.6sec. from Frank Sando 


White City last nig 
bemused and bewildered, 
went on to win, complete 


and J. Heywood, 
The heat had much to do with Pirie’s eclipse—the doctor 

who examined him as ne ey prostate Or ta es oe J did win 
xe e stion. ut when § > i 

nosed neat exhaustion WEP oaehh I Sa. f . 


dressing-room later Pirie said 
“J did not realise I had been  jeeee By cvsresesncnncononsenoenrers | didn’t [? 
e 


-PIRIE SAYS. 


‘I’M NOT A 
Peete penta Wt some the shower: ia. 8 
a ae ee wiSndoudtedly. this is true. bie : DOUG WILSON 3 
writes “ALAN “HOBY. He in my one on for another lap. © eesecsnceccsnssesscsvensnsanseeeee he asks 
notrigy terran his ramous rival | BEDtUG Lollies By FRANK McGHEE 
the » ground ali-n Haw an hour after 


right out of the race ! 
; his tive and three 


for a good half-hou 


is NOT burned ¢ ; 
put. He is 
NOT having a ; 
4 2 special 
medical check up, ¢ 
NOT “a quitter and he is The crucial point came after Smt ; 
Britain's “Troi 2 ( sd made a desperate Norris said to me: ' Of course ; 
the track, wl BON AE aoe pee. Oe tl lead from | I felt, the heat. Ir was hell, I quarter miles ordeal 
one lap to iy Rag angry with ae ge lar But | sensed Gordon was finding _ he by heat Gordon Pirie 
race at White City on Fridas, on A Fran — start. | Tce tough yore, ae ees was still lying, ashen 
pone oi his home in abi ' ieee pe a dl and very toate ae Rig) 
i 8 rey ‘pe bay . « But Das 7 d, a7 2 9 SS 
he a ee Out in front relieved wien ind I was by lief ee 
let eeaes alt gee* y } 5 2 Pm. 
‘ie (Victoria Park myself is i edie The first really co- 
i The hea 7 From herent words he whis-° 


pered as he raised his 
head weakly were: 
“|, KNEW VD WIN.” 
There was dead 
silence. 
A little louder and a 
lot more anxiously 


Pirie muttered: 
“7; DID WIN, 


tasgow) raced to the ag 
ony al of the first lap affected a.! the 
teh “pirie on his the 15 starters. 0: 
wit 1 A 

ook ove he half- 
3.6s.), and t 
mile post (4M. 90S. 
Norris. and Binnie in 


“It makes me ma he 
they say I quit. re 

“The Jast thing I 
would be to give ey *) 
thought if was the final lap 
ane I Sees I'd won.” 

He added: ‘Why do yot 
think 1 ‘socked’ up the 
ee ee maniac if 1 

link it ras e 
Le it was. the 


the trio were in 
The time regis- 


“It was the heat which did 
me. I was practically uncon- 
e the 
on tne DIDN'T 1?” 
r: a Still nobody spoke. 
Nobody had the 


scious 10 yar 2 
ae yards from _ the 
“Indeed, I had no idea I 
hadn't won until) one and a 
half hours after the race.” 


mhotder heart to tell him he'd 
collapsed with a lap to 
the =. 
i was at Pirie’s side 
within minutes of his 
dramatic collapse. 


hey came up io 
s Norris managed [to 
self in front. ana Pirte. 
content to 


ie 


Grilled, 
porn, He relaxes 


) but gallant 
' ris (left) “Pulf puff” Pirie, who was J #4 
relaxing i > ee ust befor : . 
‘ PaNOR. im othe pcanden. : ‘ re the Pirie collapse. He seems to eBaTed 
gges s that e running well, and it is Ken Norris who giy,, eomed oO ten toe 
Time at three miles, 14m. ae as iying like @ 
ously. too weak to know 


Pirie’s chalk 
and soon h 
one left to b 


where he was or what 
had happened. 


Twitching 


— 
4.a.A, masseur Mick 
Mays and two St. John 
Ambulance men 
Be | wrapped him in blan- 
Bkets and rubbed his 
twitching legs. sad 
eT e > ; Ye was picke up 
fighters. proved | Pints s ein S and helped towards the 
knell as far as this race was ne caine renn 


rned. stag 7 : : : 
One pulled up as it he had mis. jib Sees tunnel. 

laps, then. slowly an ea : : After three faltering 

4 # steps he weakly begged 


inted the 1 

to be put down and | 
called for a drink with, 
salt, 

“Y'ye had nothing to 
drink all day,” he 
gasped. 
it was another fif- 
teen minutes before he 
could be carried off. 
In the dressing room 
| Mays told me: 

“This is — exactly 
what happened to Jim 
Peters when he col- 
lapsed in the Empire 
Games marathon. It is 
heat exhaustion.” 
| Y asked winner Ken 
Norrls what it had 
been like. 

He gave me a blunt 
four-word answer : 
“yr WAS: LIKE 


HELL.” 


his _‘‘ murderous ” ini 
‘ us training 
schedule hac “aus is 
reo ad caused his 
Gordon, who look 
ac WN oked a 
ve well, said: “ That's pore 
dish. T know they are saying 
Tam burned out. ‘They are 
always saying it. Well, I 
or t give a damn what they 
ody. : 
“ This changes notl % 
This s hing. I’m 
definitely going on running 
wee my target the 5.000 or 
9.000 metres at the Olympic 
Ggmes next year.” ; 
The doctors hay 
. ne - “or ave ordere¢ 
cd ds 5 a ha to rest for : 
ortnight before i any 
ine doing any 
He will spend the < 
| \ 5 week-end 
SR but will be out 
raining ag thy 
— g again early next 
Pirie maintains that 
aints at he is 
completely fit despite what 
has heen said to the 
contrary. 


The hard way 


What heat him? sa, 
learn = the hard way.” whe 
replied. "J didn’t have a 
drink on the day of the race 
except for a glass of squash 
at ae igi 

“During the first two miles 
of the race T perspired. Then 
{ went as dry as a bone. Not 
enough liquid.” : 

thy did he misjudge the 
laps? Says Pirie: “ in sue 
conditions you. get into a 
state of exhaustion when you 
don't. count the laps or hear 
the bell or even the crowd 
shouting at you.” 


looks in trouble. 


a 


Procession 


Heywood, 
| D. O'Gorman 
running in & 
100 yards be- 
went on. 


a \ 2 
, more than 1¢ 
So the procession 

came that last lap Dae 


e got the lead down 
( it aga and 
| 


HELPING HAND | 


t. lost 
one supret 
1 ront. 


But the sound of 
which has saved .so many 


Q 
°o 


' 
Drama on the White City track 
. Gordon Pirie battles it out 
Ken Norris (top 
too 


with winner 
left). But the effort was 
much. Pirie stops, grabs the 
fence for support, is helped off 
the track, then collapses. 
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Gordon Pirie receives first-aid after collapsing at the White 
City, London, last night GORDON 
xORDON PIRIE 


ianced 
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se PIRIE KEEPS | 


Pirie back, says ‘too hot Wit a sete 2 


Britain's team against Germany 
{ORDON PIREIP, after a seven-hip next week-end on the ground 
® canter, followed by a fast 220 yards, 


wen an invitation 3.000 metres in: 8min, } pe: he is “not 100 per cent. 
mossec. at Murlingham, London, yesterday. Hoa ‘ 

Ht was his first race since he collapsed | Gordon, who won’t have it that he 
in the AVALAL championships eight days is running too much, 


made a 


$000 nae Troon Rac, Cam Seewe Sao, Hatunenpn OS | Sos, Wlaroen Sener 


age, He said afterwards: “To am quite surprise reappearan * 
satistied with my form. [Tf was no good aay following his sp Satur- 
going for a fast time today; the air was waaitt il pse (It 
foo hot and loo heavy.” ‘ a collapse, I thought I'd 


Pirie did not have Sufficient opposition won.”) in the AAA Champion- 


to near Tharos's world record) (jin, ships a week ago, but he made 
Sadisee.). Of the original field of four, no attempt on the track to 
three did not start. and of the four sub- answer the unfitness charge— 


stitutes only Eddie Ellis (Thames Valley ites i 

has any reputation as a distance vumner Pres a teem 3,000 
metres at the Civil Service sports 
at Hurlingham to fulfil a pro- 
mise, which he was unable to 

i Keep last year. 

It was just a training canter for 
Gordon in a scratch field of five 
and he strolled home in 8min. 
32.8sec. World record is Tmin. 
55.6sec. 


Cowti Lever Hore is. -- Neeeona (netsay) nen OLN Etiasa aus 
Mert Pard, [ec 
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What are they looking at? Why 


Mile: 1. D. A. G. Pirie (S.L.H.), 4m. 17.4s. (Ground are they cheering? Now look 
Record); 2. C. Wilson (S.L.H.), 4m. 31.2s.; Ly cee ae the answer. 
3, E, Kjellevold (N.), 4m. 31.2s.; 4. D. G. Smith wae teeetee Ges oo 
(S.L.H.), 4m. 35.4s.; 5. J. Simmons (O.R.); ck, ONC erm ES) Kee eS 


‘ this time at the Woodside 
6. R. A. Frewin (O.R.); 7. D. Rasmussen (N.). athletics meeting. And he was 


as fresh as if he had only 
crossed the road. — *~ 


», 7 5 
DoCkinG, — S, 
Med. Relay: (2 laps, | lap, $ lap, $ lap; lap of 352 

ips, » 2 lap, $ lap; la 2 yds.). 
I. N./S.L.H. (D. A. G. Pirie, B. A. Cox, E. 
Linde, F. J. Parker), 2m. 47.8s. (new ground 
record); 2, D. & D. (Maxted, Styles, Larter 
Wells), 2m. 48.4s. 


Soutd Loren Hacriees Ha MeeRorua (Mseuty) - Dobe son Uisceed 


PIRIE IS PLEASED | 
WITH WOODSIDE | 


GORDON PIRIE and Brian Hewson were mighty 
pleased with the new Woodside running track on | 
Monday — the track which can bring big-time 


- 4 
athletics to Watford. 
Said Pirie, who won the three i 
miles invitation in 14 minutes , ih 
24.2 seconds, “It’s as good as! 4 
the White City.” i 
Pirie’s time, although over a} i 
minute outside the new work) i 
record set up on Saturday by | 
Chris Chataway, was good con- | 
sidering he had to make his own | } 
pace from the start. He regarded , 
the event as a training run. j 
The only time he had a pace- | | 
maker was after two and a half | 
miles when he lapped P, R. Webb 
of Watford Harriers. Pirie 
tucked in behind him for half aj 
lap before surging ahead to win - 
by 100 yards from his brother, ! 
Peter Pirie. 
Asked ‘What do you think 


se © s ” 
race. am capable of. 


4 

i Gordon Pirie was Target No. 1 you would haye recorded had i 
tor the young autograph hunters | you. been pressed i Pirie 14 

H after he bad won the three-mile replied, “I don't know what J 


® ‘truly great races in the Great Britain- 
—iHungary international at London’s 
White City last night. 


|, He won the six miles in 28m. 36s. with 
‘Ken Norris second, and the Hungarian 
‘ace; Jozsef Kovacs, trailing well over 100 
ards behind. 

‘This wasn’t a world record. It was, 
indeed. 16.6 seconds outside Pirie’s own 
‘best.time for the distance, but never has 
“DLegs” Pirie run a better tactical race 
‘and never has a winner had more loyal 
support from a “second string.” 

«3 And don’t forget that this “second 
string” was the same man who beat 
Pirie a few weeks ago in the red-dust 
héat of the A.A.A. Championships, when 
Pirie collapsed after 5} miles. 

}) Last night there was no question of 
Hollapse. It was coo! in the artificial light 
—4s.Pirie and Norris set off on the long 
lod, followed by Kovacs and Miklas 
4szabo, the pale, bald Hungarian No. 2. 


Merry-go-round 


For five laps they ran in that order, 

; eemingly as fixed under the lights as 
jainted horses in a merry-go-round. 

There was no sense of strain or speed. 
-Their order seemed a permanency. 

i- Then, half way through the sixth lap, 


# 


4 


jeame the first change. Pirie seemed to 
‘look for Norris, and Ken was right there 
\to take the lead and hold it up to the end 
br two miles, with Kovacs having moved 
up to split the two British runners. 
-"“Then it was Gordon's turn again. HE 
took the lead up to the end of the third 
pnile, Kovacs having dropped back to 
Jthird place. . 7 

|. Now it was nip-and-tuck, with Pirie 
‘and Norris ping-ponging the lead between 
‘them as lap after lap unreeled. . .. 
<Norris after 13, Pirie after 14 and 15, 
‘Norris at four miles and again after 17 
laps. 

All this time Kovacs was like a tiny 
frustrated gnome trying to force his 
way through an enchanted wood where 
the tantalising tree trunks were the 
two British runners. 


Tangle of Legs 


After four and half miles he made his 
effort. } 

Pirie had sprinted to pass him just at 
the end of the 18th lap, with Norris third. 
“Then Kovacs re-passed and Pirie was 
Spviously having to run faster than he 
‘wanted to at this stage to keep anywhere 
near the Hungarian who for the first 
time saw clear daylight instead of the 
dense shadow of the Englishmen’s bodies 
and the tangle of their weaving legs. _ 

After nineteen laps, Kovacs was still 
two or three yards clear of Pirie, and 
Norris... Norris... where was he? Oh, 
he looked to be wel! out of it—as Szabo 
had been for over 4 mile. 

Ken was trailing some thirty yards 


erbei eee 


behind and to make up a 
cricket pitch and a third 
in this type of race qualifies 
for the near-impossible. 
So Norris did just that 
—AND IN ONE LAP. 


At five miles, or twenty 
laps, they were back to the 
old merry-go-round pro- 
gression—with one import- 
ant difference. Kovacs 
was leading. 

He was leading after 
twenty-one, too, and now 
the crowd were almost 
buffeting the runners with 
the gusts of their roars. 


But the noise we nad) 
heard so far was as nothing | 
to the almighty but disci- ' 
plised pandemonium which | 


broke out when, at 21} laps, 
Pirie passed Kovacs, and 


Norris —the unbelievable, | 
game, gutsy Norris—passed | 


Pirie. 
So at 22 it was Norris, 
Pirie— and Kovacs way 
back. 


Remorseless 


At 23 laps, It was the 
same, only Kovacs was even 
further behind, out of the 
race with a quarter of a mile 
to go, hung, drawn and 
quartered by the remorse- 
less team-work of a great 
pair who had been asked, 
weeks ago, to run as a two- 
edged sword and not to 
have a private “dust up.” 

But now it was all right, 
for maximum points were 
assured for Britain, and 
Pirie, that lean, grey des- 
troyer shape of his tingling 


to go, moved into top gear. , 


He took the lead as he 


| 


liked-in the final back 
straight and came pelting 
and puffing into the 
straight like a champion 
indeed. 


And, as he split the 
worsted, there were cheers 
for Pirie because he had 
won. And, before they could 
die away, there were the 
cheers for Norris because 
he had run a true race and 
had acted as the anvil to 
Pirie’s hammer, between 
which deadly cdOmbination 
the Hungarians had been 
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Victory for Britain... 
Pirie puffs home to win the 
six miles last night. 


Wi} Norris (No, 2) and GORDON Pirie in one of their typical races over six miles thi 
season. This picture was taken in the Great Britain-Hungary match. 


BRITISH GAMES AND GREAT BRIT 
> > a > * re nf R N é 
D. A. G. PIRIE and K. L. NORRIS coneine) ¥ 
Six Mile Match 


. HUNGARY MATCH, 1955 
J. KOVACS after defeating him in, th 
event : : 


This was Gordon Pirie at the finish of his great six miles race 


1% @ Chadir wivis £4sae 


By WILF SMITH 


A dawdling third quarter, run 
‘in a record-frustrating 71.1 sec- 
onds, cost Wes Santee another 
bid for the four-minute mile Sat- 
urday at Varsity Stadium. 

The lean Marine from Kansas 
‘easily won the Legion Day match 
‘race against Fred Dwyer, of the 
‘United States Army, and Eng- 
‘land’s Gordon Pirie. But his time 
‘of 4:11.1 was far off his objec- 
itive. 
| Santee put on a furious sprint 
din the last 220 yards to finish 15 
yards ahead of Dwyer, who 
edged Pirie out of second place 
in the final stride.. Both Dwyer 
and Pirie were clocked in 4:13.2. 

The last quarter was run in 
57 seconds, but by then Santee’s 
chances of breaking the four- 
minute barrier had evaporated in. 
the intense 93-degree heat of the 
stadium. 

The first quarter was complet- 
ed in 59 seconds, and the second 
in 64. Thus, for those three 


: 2 P —Globe aad Mail 
Wes Santee was lying in third place at the three-quarter 


mark (above) of the Legion Day match mile race Saturday at 
Varsity Stadium. But at the finish (right) the lean Kansan 
was all by himself, 15 yards ahead of Fred Dwyer and Gordon 
Pirie, who were only a step apart. At the end of the third 
Jap Pirie was still in front, although Dwyer was starting to 


make his move. Santee was content to stay off the pace until; 
the last 220 yards when he won easily with a strong sprint. | 


jeedd. 


| Santee 


quarters the 23-year-old .ex-Kan-' 
sas University flash was travel-, 
ling at a pace that could have’ 
produced a 4:00.0 mile. But the 


71.1 third lap wrecked his 
chances. 


Santee didn’t appear disap- 
pointed over yet another failure. 

“I’m in better. condition than 
1 expected,” he admitted. ‘“Con- 
sidering I haven’t had much op- 
portunity to train seriously. I’m 
not unhappy about the time. It 
was just too hot to run faster.” 

The 6,700 sweltering onlookers 
probably would agree that under 
the conditions a  four-minute 
mile was highly improbable. But 
they witnessed an exciting race, 
nonetheless, 

Bruce Lockerbie, a London, 
Ont., native who now runs for 
New York University, was a 
fourth starter, A half-miler, his 
job was to set the pace, and ‘he 
jumped into the lead at the gun. 


Lockerbie, Pirie, Dwyer and 
Santee raced Indian-file through 
the first lap, and there was no 
change in positions in the sec- 
nd. After completing the half- 
mile in 2:03, Lockerbie dropped 
ut, and that left the race with- 


sout a pace-setter. 


Pirie had the lead, followed by 
Dwyer and Santee through the 


ethird lap but none of the three 


wanted to step up the pace. They 
completed three laps in 3:14.1, 
and Dwyer and Santee moved up 
on Pirie entering the last 
quarter. 

Santee overtook Pirie along 
the backstretch and left his 
rivals behind with a dazzling fin- 
ishing kick in the final 220 yards. 
Pirie appeared to have second 


‘place won but slowed near the 
:finish and Dwyer nipped him in 
‘the last lunge. 


All three agreed the heat was 
mainly responsible for the dis- 
ppointing time. Conditions had 
een expected to favor Santee, 
who set his U.S. mile mark of 
4:00.5 when the temperature was 
90 in Texas, 


cold, but this was too humid,” 
said. He had no com- 
plaints about the track itself. 
Pirie, whose best mile time is 
05.2, appeared most  disap- 
pointed. 

“Wasn't that rubbish?” he ask- 
ed when someone mentioned the 
time. “But it was just too hot.” 
Gordon's brother, Peter, failed 
by less than three seconds to 
break the Canadian native two- 
mile mark, although he captured 


raced in Canada, although far off 
the 3:58.8 turned in by England’s 
Roger Bannister in the “miracle 
mile” at the British Empire 
Games last year. Australia’s John 
ca holds the world record of 
Bannister, Landy, Sandor 
Iharos, of Hungary, Brian Hewson 
and Chris Chataway of England, 
are the only milers ever to break 
four minutes, 
One mile, special—1, Wes Santee, U.S. 


Marines; 2. Fred Dwyer, U.S. Army; 3, 
oon Pirie, London, England. Time. 


“Yd sooner have it hot than | 


the race easily in 9:25.2 minutes.! 
It was the fourth fastest mile. 


Exeter, Aug. 25—(CP)—Brit-} Canadians behind ic hag 
lta Piri “wer Jer | 14.24.6, not too noteworthy be- 
‘ain’s Gordon Pirie, former holder ie the IS226 world pani. 


j of the world record for a sixmile| ii suiished by Chris Chataway. 
jrun, yesterday fell short of beal-| sympathetic supporters, however, 

ing the record for three miles in|said the odds were definitely 
| But hundreds of against, him with no near-pres- 


5 re, : 
a contest he sure and a freshly-built track. 


district residents lining the spe-| 


va: | Gordon's brother, Peter, came 
cially-built track said if was the 
finest running they had ever 
seen. 


Pirie’s time, with a field of five 


Ut syetcessarend 


CEST TERRIBLE—IT’ 
FRENCH FOR ‘WHAT 
0 PIRIE?” 


From Clifford Webb 


BORDEAUX, Friday .— 

French athletic officials 
here are bitterly disap- 
pointed that Gordon Pirie 
will not be running for 
Great Britain in the match 
against France tomorrow 


and Sunday. 

Ever since the British team 
was first announced, Pirie has 
been publicised in France as 


the star attraction. 

There were repeated assurances 
that his visit to Canada would 
not interfere with his plans to 
compete in the 10,000 metres 
against his old Helsinki Olympics 
rival, Alain Mimoun. 

I travelled today with the 
French team and the official in 
charge told me: “It is too bad. 
We already had to accept that 
British track stars like Chris 
Chataway, Ken WNorris,, John 
Disley and Thelma Hopkins would 
not be available. 

“Now comes the big Pirie shock 
at the last minute. Those who 
have bought tickets in advance 
will be very angry.” 


EAGER 


Mimoun, who was second to 


Sunes oc Bete. = 
Exeter Crowd Thrilled By Gordon Pirie 


second in 14.50 with Dick Car- 
michael of the Toronto Olympic 
Club third in 15.0%; John Vamp- 
Jew of Toronto Gladstone Club, 
fourth, and Al Bosman of the 
same club, fifth. Selwyn Jones 
of Hamilton and Don Whitefield 
of London dropped out in the 
fearly stages. 


1 OnE, 
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Hamirtox, OrTARIO 


Pirie beats 
Dwyer over 


2,000 metres 


Gonesex PIRIE, the 
British runner now 
touring Canada _ beat 
American Fred Dwyer by 
50 yards in a 2,000 metres 
invitation race at Hamil-, 

ton, Ontario, last night, 

Pirie, who had hoped to 
attack Gaston Reiff’s world 
yecord of, 5min. 7sec., found 
the track too wet, but re-| 
turned 5min. 18.6sec. | 

He turned on a last-lap' 
purst to’ draw away from 
Dwyer,,-who, with Wes San- 
tee, Wad beaten Pirie in a 
mile race at Toronto a week , 
ago. 


Souter Kascig 


—_— _ 


IPHE incredible Gordon Pirie will be the showman of 
England when he races Vladimir Kuc in the 
‘10,000 metres in the British-Russian athletics match 


PIRIE DISAPPOINTS 
at the Dynamo Stadium on Sunday. 


The Russians have just 
about admitted that they 


have no one to equal Chris 
- (Runaway) Chataway over 
5,000 metres. 


So that unforgettable 
White City race when 
Chataway led Kuc by four 
paces will never again be 
seen. 
Chataway’s rivals will be Ivan 
Chernyaksi, who has played 
second man to Kuc over the 
Season, and Nikolai Pudoy, 
But the Pirie-Kuc event is 
really steaming up. Both the 
reg! confident runners have 
said they will make a new world 
record, 
Pirie has already left the 
Russians gasping. 
{ He turned up at the Dynamo 
| Stadium this morning, carefully 
| laid aside his rainbow coloured 

umbrella and stripped down to a 
| track suit. 

Me padded off in his bare feet, 
id six laps and stripped down 
on to long track-type powder 

| blue shorts with scarlet vest, red, 
white, and blue skull cap looking 
like a multi-hued gnome. 


THEATRE? NO 


Last seen, as the other athletes 
Moved off to lunch, Pirie was 
down to his blue shorts and 
thick white vest. 

Tonight Pirie refused to go to 

e red, white, and gold splendour 
of the Bolshoi Theatre to see the 
‘Don Quixote" ballet, 


‘efused an obvious 
Kuts and once refused an, oOveHS 
invitation to take tne eae though 
ic 19.080 metres. with Vladimir Kuts was then beading Kuts may 
He went Jn the way. during an epie P.ou Pirie and Kea Norris. Kuts suffering OO sAcier, judging by the 
padding off alone around a nearby On ine from Britain's Gordon Pirte al “ have been foxing. J 
park, something of a Quixoze still leading from » winning time was 29-8.2 
himself, . 
Pirie Is in his finest waspish 
mood, which is a good sign, When 


English coach Geoff Dyson advised 


m to ease up_ Pirie snapped 
back: “I think I know what is 
best for myself,” 


Pirle is rejoicing over this test 
with Kuc, 

His thin lips seemed to smile 
as he told me : * This is just what 
1 wanted, I think I know how 
to race this man Kuce. I feel 


that whoever wins wiil put up a 
world record.” 


Kuc and Pirle may both be 
surprised by the schoolboy-size 
pace man Ken Norris. who ran 


Pirie off the track in the A.A.A, 
&1x-mile championship. 


GORDON PIRIE sets out from 
London Airport for Moscow— 
wearing a leather-type jacket, 
corduroy cap. He rests ona 


combine umbrella - shooting 
Stick. ~ ~° 


THE TREATMENT 


eing on 
moments of the oe want ae 


1e tour, were the 
first two to get the full-t 
reception from the Ru io 


Ssians, 
They told me the 
under a Chelsea-sh 
of flowers, lined 
of cameras and 


And the Russians kept up this 
e. 


So everywhere Pam went crowds 
turned to stare. and, of course, 
Gordon Pirie had 
setter, 

He heid up the tratfic—which is 
lly done only for extremely 


Pirle came loping across Wembley 

Stadium - sized Gorki - square, 

‘ the Krem- 
lin, Wearing a track Suit, a red, 
white. and blue skull cap, and 
bearing in his hand a ciné- 
camera and a red, blue, and 
yellow golf umbrella’. 

Pirie was just returning from one 
of those jone training jaunts 
which he insists on taking by 
himself. 

Pirie will be either a hero or a has- 
heen so far as the Russians are 
concerned after his 10,000 metres 
tace against Vladimir Kuts. 

Pirie and the world 

promised will earn for 
Yare distinction of 

Master of Sport. 


2 aprerereenn ayes 


No Fighting Finish ty 
Viadimir Kuts, the ~ se {he | 

meg eorigs000 metres. with- 

world record for 10,008 Fs aeete 

j xt month or so"l 

es to run with the wonderful 

vigour he showed to-day. 


osition of D. A. G. Pirie 
we hanes og peer ees 
for four-fifths of the re : a4 
ar settled down at. 
oe of ee little Raseeealeee 
Russian, waiting the moment for t is 
blitzkrieg. Pie spotie toe that : 
i ; 11 within ‘ ; 
See girenay booked the race oe 
if he could only produce any g 
like his normal fighting finish. 


i of 
ere was no vestige 

sont — Kuts employed the 
well-nown, 7atcPernated by easiee 

ing sprints a sies, 
oe a commentary on the be 
comparing his stage er Lat 
those of Zatopek in the Rey s 
Czech’s record run was both edify 
ing and amusing. 
ite a up on Zatopek after ae 
metras: his Se ee Cer 5000 
slower the ne Czech’s &€ ; 
oe mae 4.000 metres he bs gets 
seconds up on the Coaet BUN i 
halfway he was only a quar te 
second up. At 6,000 metres he : 
aroy ped seven seconds, be ee 
which incidentally, was the ce 
time comparisons during the race. 


Tor . . f 
Pirie answered every spurt o 


s ently. But I 
‘ay he van subsequent! , 
believe Pirie lost his chance at this 
icklish stage. ; in Mh 
oa ; Normally Pirie likes | a be ee 
ie! Jead and could he hav . oe oF 
Z ap then he might have Kc Rs 
£ 8 ired to run on to victory. 7 owas 
: “4 obsessed with keeping a atid 
on his rival, Home Oe a tente 
< ite by surprise wi 4 s 
; i at aeeide “to go” with oly 4} 
3! Japs of the track left to be run. 4 
; "Ken Norris, the prise bcc 
: en 2 ; ] : 
‘ str ad a hand in this 
Ni string Phe yace: Norris, moves 
Wy 
Peed to be lia frag Lancs 
B Pirie and then Kuts. .The Russi . 
Sta ci all this British uprising, su : 
Heniy darted ahead and quickly se 
, us id: 
- up a useful lea ; . 
a echis time there was no ieee 
from Pirie, and Kuts, ee ea 
. 1 or rer and inspire 
re and more pow cl i iret 
; ay the loudly cheering core pie 
jon to gain a runaway trump! ‘ 
A ning by more than half a e < 
“very stupidly. to my mind, Pirie. 
resigned to his fate, ¢ 
sign q ; 
for second place V 
Acturliv, the judges 
second. 


Dwaj wielcy rywale, ktérzy. spotkaja 


— Kuc (prowadzi 
i Melbourne . 
bik 4 peers Pirie (drugi). ol acine 
oecerd fwiata nalety do 


| 

| 
\ 
{ 


| 
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Pe Vv Coatnessofagi A m_HRAGUE. ITAA. 


Pirie panting Be 


(i RIMACING red-shirted Emil Zatopek took his revenge on Gordon Pirie here 
A tonight. He whipped the British record holder 
10,000 metres race and ran his fastest time of the se 
25.6 seconds, Frank Sando, who had tried so hard with P 
fighting Czech, was left another 30 yards behind. 

But ail the brilliance of a ainccints - Fousgih aiewa et ns 
Zatopek’s success could not - From a eegee eee a 
preve! ritai seating \ vith y laps left > was 50 
prevent Britain beating ROY MOOR sid h four Japs tet | ie ae 


by more than 150 yards in the 
ason in the process—29 minutes 
irie to out-manceuvre the 


in front; two . 


| ( ee PIRIE tonight =; 
h eat Emil Zatopek : F ; : Czechoslovakia in the two- Oa ae a 
ere in the : seuweuennenas ; : day match by 117 points to 95 : D. Aug A Oss 
most A rom R 4 aft Zato ye ee 7 ROU We! ee i ed his advan 
| testing 5,000 metres reg” : - OY MOOR: PRAGUE, Wednesday i Up on pek slowly but surely moved Britain also won the women’s Prague, Thursday perrenas Oe oy wine 
| ce COUSGaCRUDGSDENUSURSGRuEeUNeDnaE Hy Then Norri contest by 58 points to 48. ee aes ema Pi neaded Sando a.i ine Wes 
have ever seen, with Zatopek and Norri aie *Seeenensascessrsesnsenenes drew level Wend new life and Pirie wa unstiptineg in his ove: the las: mile Mecs lekkoatletyezny Anglia | 
Less than 4 SiGe limin. dsec, tris both at a burs: be tested Could Pirie hold hi Opek again. | ES eee aia act an aac ity Zatiopek — €SR. W biegu na 18 km pro- 
Pirie f Stride separated Tension struck ae rst Pirie to get the } Other ten yards 2? is lead for an- praise for Zatopek’s pe wadza Anglicy Pirie 4 | 
even Ri is ‘e Olympic Moment it siarted” "pce from the eo an is. oS Norris resisted uid) But Zatopek aso ge ee “It was a f Sun 4 przed péinicjszym xwycierca | 
" a e fini into the lead 13 atopek shot English; nge, hard afte ust a shade faster the is chest cold night i certainly Zatepkiem. i 
an inch farther passed by ee y to be swiftly glishmen went 7 ter the earn the se Ster than Norris to rae me? he said : ° i 
spe A aa "7 ; th atopek Wit cond place. for me he said. : } 
Britain's Ken Nori 7 2S S84 te be elt b yatae dwt ails @acbopeti, s Tveel ‘yell tutte 95,8 Memorable race. Pirie’ gin is going to be a vein dite nth tap. save tin 
“That win was wort! e first la aa. Se o% Secs. faster thar 3 man to beat in the Olympics take up ost ground and ( 
wort laps Piri DP. After th But Zato away’s vict : an Chat- oe Ak este ¢ Race of i 
orth all the ps Pirie and Norris were forcing impression, nek gould make little i2 Moscow oe Stee the Russians 2 te en bas pate | 
rd and-fast were S€¢s. slower than the “aS, Only 12.6 g sense ine eae ee ae cia 
ord record has won last two the Hi 


setbacks and disa 2 ong pace w 20 y No d P kes by Russian Vladimir K 
C lsappo:ntment i c it p 
have had this season.” Pirie a in the rear, h Zatopek 20 ards in are and Pirie driving the tk i 
me as he walked ited v0 d A lap later Za to the cinders. The voic ae ten "Pi ‘ waved oa 
track, excitedly off the ‘ é topek caught th crowd seemed to d ices of the | ~irle wav wi ‘ ‘4 ts h 
Pair an the 4 o ; to double in ength We presented wih Ss oe. ho 
d went in front, but ron, } nal d Zatoy ok wer ont vi cn y 
d the fi ben atopek flo vers On the victors’ 


Olympics 10,000 met 


Fantastic ninth lap 


. NowPirie Trains | 
With ZatoperR — 


Pirie was s 
¥ ? ? oon rounding the C broke almost j 
Fier champion and hottin e Czech began most into a sprint a Pirie, to rostru 
y pace still more in the hope of “kiting n to catch his rivals, nd crowd, “later amusement | of ce | cue and Bends seed ail wee 
luing with a sk 3 x nted Zat 3 ire an Sando twica a wa 
wit arub decorating the ro topek could to outpace th 
§ thé rostrum, ¥ i x 


off’ Zatopek who is now 33. 
As soon as 
\ e aw 


Zatopek was determined not to be 


Intense excitement ‘I'm sorry I could not Help ed 


r + ; ) 1 
After the Olympics é: Helsinki 
aste 
r time,” said Z t 
, 


three years ago I made 


to beat Emil th iy 3 
e first tin ae Eh ee ery 
soerey And now I | items ap ie danger, Pirie threw [0 Pirle afterwards.” « 
eded i? nce of his ebbing strength S8@tting old oe jen ine 
it cee absolutely thr: Roun bid for victory. He rounded mone i his ey pevepehieal 
feel absolutely the § Cleve Norris as he came into the finish. inkle i S eye. 

ie bat wha a bight ed the lead to Keep the gummed. th BO, sti atopek 

; ained, ds to go Zato 

! = Za tO= Pirie and Sando were st-: hg 2 
3 ro . J. OATEN 
From H. J. O | 
PRAGUE, Friday. 


With only pek had 
was bente sy two laps to go Zatonek Was only 
gu § to look a beaten man i 


and Pirie 


post for I realised Emil 
s 
VO yards away 


heels all th 
n } € way over 
yards and I just couté 


The ex 


BR tISE runner Gordon Pirie just can’t get enough 


faster.” Bo any e was 
Pirie was timed at 14 steadily lo te d and prowene scr ement was intens 
aS ti at l4r'n. 38sec y losing ground. Then ¢ brought beads of perepiration pad 
38sec. the bell for the last 400 mare fue a more than one mae 
@ Journalist here, myself includes , i one zs ‘ P | 
yself included, running against Emil Zatopek. Having just run 
wo rates against the Czech star, Gordon was out train- 


ng with him here to-day. 

Both call it working off the 
stiffness of the 10,000 metres—in 
which, incidentally, Zatopek 
showed that at 33 he is still the 
world’s No. 1 man _ over the 
distance. 

Kuts might beat him, but I 
uidn’t wager anything on the 
result. No one else. not even Pirie 
is in Zatopek’s class yet as I expect 
the Czech to prove again in the 
‘rening News meeting at the White 
City on October 12. . 

Emil called for Gordon this 

morning and they had quite an 
escort of British and Czech sup- 
porters as they went off to a local 
park for a work-out which Pirie 
described as “the most import- 
ant of my life-” 

This may be a slight exaggera- 
tion, but you might say that Pirie 
regards Zatopek as the personifica- 
tion of what he wants to become 
on_the track. 

The pair have been pen-friends 
for years but this is the longest 
me they have been able to spend 
together. 

In the Helsinki Olympics they 
were in different camps. but here 
atopek’s flat in the centre of 
igue is only a stone’s throw 
m. Pirie’s hotel. 


Perfect Foil 


Each is a perfect foil for the 
her. Pirie’s rather blunt sense of 
mour is matched by Zatopek’s 
ckish attitude to everything that 
goes on. 
ao a ermes s the heat of a Gordon Pirie and Emil Zatopel 
race they might have succeeded as . 
a couple of soft talk comedians. together in Prague. 
1 Even in a race Zatopek_ is not 
above having his fun. In the 5,000 
| metres which Pirie won it was Emil | 
who suggested halfway through the 
ce that they might go a bit 
slower. | 
Gordon got his own back in last | 
night’s 10,000 metres by sugsest- | 
ing that they should puzzle the 
crowd by starting on the extreme 
edge of the track and Zatopek 
added to the fun by staging a 


false start. 

A colour-film has been taken of 
to-day’s training run, which Pirie 
hopes will provide him with some 
useful tips. None of the other 
athletes felt like training to-day, 
which was not to be wondered at 


1 


w 


Gordon Pirie wins 
¢ rie Wins too. . . beats i 
him, the Czech wonder-runner a aa ‘opens 


(opernatert [9 


SS ee 


_Fncarg. 95k S$, 000 netees. 


—- eee ee wr mee 


DEN BRITISKE 


COPENHAGEN, Oct. 2 ot 


A new moon as bright and close as a 
bedside lamp hung over the city last 
night. The four tall pylons, bearing a 
battery of 60 floodlights, that lit up the 
Osterbo Stadium seemed almost super- 
fluous. But all this merely helped to 

| bring into sharper relief the contribution 


| of British athletes who are playing their 
| part in the British festival of industry 
| and sport in a foreign but friendly land. 
PD, A. G. Pirie 
puffed his way to the front from the start of 
the 5,000 metres, pulling T. Thogersen along, 
some 90 metres behind, to the Dane’s best 
time over sucharun. Pirie sensibly ran well 
within himself in view of the lack of opposi- 
tion and came home in the respectable, but 
not outstanding, time of 14min. 23.6sec. 
After this the crowd, happy at their enter- ; 
tainment, swelled into the night, and there | 
to be seen and heard were the street vendors | 
with their cries. The bunches of bananas | 
looked especially tempting. | 


IT’S PIRIE 
BY YARDS 


oe U,_ Finland,* Sunday.— 
‘ on Pirie, Britain's top ‘dis- 
beget emg won the 10,000 
I m. 376yds.) race at tk 2 
: 5 yds.) aT 
international athletics meeting 
— jo Zeman. 32sec. 
ari aipale, Finland's 5 
metre champion: was secena’ os 
yards penmplon. was second, 25 
irie, taking the lead after 1 
Sage eh pre gin: a strong ean 
pa “cord a comfortable wi 
in the fastest time s ‘inland 
ee for the “svent aes 
His time at the halfway 
Talbele woe It was hate sake 
and aeopeee Peake feel the pace 
e raliied again near ti i 
but his effort came too 7 a 
10.000 m: 1) Gordon Pirie, Eng- 
vee 29.32,0, 2) I. Taipale, RU-38 
29.38,4, 3) K, Hyppoénen, TuUL, 
30.58,0, 4) A. Numminen, LoLe, | 
32.39,0. ‘| 


| 
| 


Cap and Umbrella 


Wearing a suede jacket, a cor- 
duroy cap, and carrying a 
gaily-striped umbrella, Gordon 
Pirie leaves London Airport for 
Turku, Finland, where he is te 
run 5,000 metres to-morrow. 
Afterwards he joins the British 
team in Copenhagen 


5000 m Lb: 1, Gordon Pirie, Storbr., 
14.23.6. 2. Thyge Thdgersen, Gullfoss, 
14.32.4. 3. Poul Jensen, AIK, Vejgaard, | 
14.49.0. 4. George Rhodes, Storbr., 14.49.2. | 


dansk-britiske stzevne paa 
med den anden engelske 
i byen — og som 
treeningen. 


QOsterbro Stadion. Paa billedet ses 
lober Pirie, der allerede har opholdt sig flere dage 
brillerede med at lobe vildt i Dyrehaven forleden under 


; _ Sewied tort pie regs 
Gordon Pirieta patkintokerokieene onnittelee voittajaan-~ 


[U 000 Meee 


—_ ei 


Aats Ort. : Pirie touched 
with 29min. 19sec. 
a time 24.8sec. 0 


4 
a 


NORRIS \M\ 
ALL OUT Wee 
[HEIC Noses IN Feonr 

me T_ THE FABULOUS 
ZATOPEK. \eASRET 


7 GITHINS 


irie a race which Gordon won in the 
Gordon fopek as fastest time ever run in Brita. 


out the thrilling 40,00 


they fought 


t the heels of | 
\ 
0 metres | 


SERS 


Pirie pounds ; . 
ds past Zatopek on th 
¢ e las - 
triumph. At this moment the ne eae ails 


BUSINESS-AS-USUAL PIRIE 


“Evening News” 
CB Reporte 
Gordon Pirie had no seca 


celebration to-day after hi 
ge a over Emil Lato: 
Orne e White City last 

In “just another day” he 


wes 0 et his usual time at his 
ee ine Sc and went out to 
aay as a paint sales- 
diesen sa oT ae cor ke wl 
oe ec i 
oma ee this evenings 
be Heed ' too, was unaffected 
eae t efeat, and was full of 
es ae he running of Pirie 
eer rris, who finished 
Thirty-four- 
es f year-old Za 
a ica tng Way 
at pares canes — 
i not r 3 
country after that,” i 


»-« Victory! G 
ye x0rdo Sat 
n Pirie breaks the tape. 
race. Three smiles 
But Gordon Pirie 
a sweater. Ken Norri 


The end of a great 
breath has come back. 
4. «hamnion. should put on 


tne pres 

< for a race that gave him 

q ; utside Zatopek’s world 
e record set up in Brussels last year. 


Sharing his triumph 
champion Ken Norris, who 


as the runners get tog 


(right) seems anxious that E 
s offers a little consolation. 


ie sae Ne 


was A.A.A. six-mile 
relegated Zatopek to 
third place. 

Norris, | with 29min. 
91.4sec., also forced out 
of himself a fastest-ever 
time in Britain. Zatopek 
trailed behind them in 
29min. 28.6sec., some 5 
yards behind galloping 


Gordon. Czechs. 
When it was over all on only to face another 
three. embraced and Norris challenge- 


shook hands as 
sportsmen do. 
Pirie finished fresh 
enough to lope round the 
track to the cheers of 
36,000 at this London- 
Prague match sponsored 
py. the “ Evening , 
In this 24-lap ordeal 
of endurance it was 
three miles before it 
became a race. 


Rolling eyes 


Until then, zatopek, of 
the rolling head and roll- 
had pounded 


t 


jing eyes, 

along with Pirie and 
Norris at his heels. 
Then: 


A MILE in 4min. 44sec. 
... TWO MILES in 9min. 
. and at THREE 


29sec. . 

MILES Pirie and Norris 
spurted ahead of the 
little man. 


As if affronted, Zato- 
pek thrust himself into 
the lead again after they 
had passed the 5,000- 
metre mark in 14min. 
44 6sec. 
For laps 
Zatopek ma 
it, passing, 


Pirie and 
de a fight of 
repassing, 


running abreast wit h 


ether after their 
mil Zatopek, 


causing effort to ta 
jead from 
for most 


was the chant “ Zat-o-pek, 
Zat-o-pek” from frenzied 


the Czech, 
forced himself past Norris 
again—only to face the real 


» ¢ 
HENS: he bell for the last lap. 


give an inch: 


both, He held it 
of a lap. 


At FIVE MILES there 


Zatopek pounded 


Last lap 


— 


With half % mile to go 
arms threshing, 


hallenge that came, with 


Pirie, quickly followed by 
Norris, shot past him on 
the back stretch to open 
a gap of ten yards that | 
widened to 20 to the | 
frenzied cheering of the | 
crowd. 

ZATOPEK WAS DONE! 

Nobody could believe it, 
and Pirie glanced almost 
nonchalantly over . his 
shoulder as he preasted the 
tape 12 yards ahead of 
Norvis 


UVLAVUSLULUVUUUT LLU TET LTTE 


: : ON RRR ok OOO 
Ris eaves Ste ota date t ae : = 


Emil 


(left) and 


irie 


Gordon P 
Zatopek give a toast in orangeade at their Manchester hotel 


” 


win. 


the best man 


as Mav 


mes. 1986 


Ty 
| PIRIE, WINS, (eaneuoisuie 26 
: GIBB CUP. - 


ORDON PIRIE had little diffi- 
culty in winning the South | 
London Harriers’ five-miles cross- | 
country club championship on | 
Saturday, and so keep the “Gibb” 
cup in the Pirie family for the 
seventh consecutive year. 

His time was 25min. 23sec. | 
42sec. better than the second! 
man, 18-years-old S. Langridge, 
racing in his first junior season. 

He surprised Peter Pirie by 
half-a-minute—for Peter, Har- 
riers’ captain, was third. Mr. 
Alick Pirie, father of Gordon 
‘and Péter, took 42nd place, in 
36min. 43sec., Out of the 45 
competitors, and yet another 
member of the Pirie family, Ian, 
who has just arrived back after 
a. long spell abroad, completed 
the course in 40min. 38sec. R. 
Clutterbuck won the handicap 
award. 


Marathon runner Jim Pete 

noes ed - Fagg as Garien 
s e tompond- 

Sports Ground. to-day. —— 


after the two-hour track race at 


Gordon Pirie congratulates Joe | 
Walton-on-Thames to-da 
Ys 


Lancaster, of Manchester A.C., 
use the arena on Mondays 


Joe Lancaster beats ani, (gnehe Wednedat to atau 
is distrioution of train 
: © and Clay Gibbs, GEORGE HARLEY ing facilities was decided 
rie a cl req the Trinidad sprin- after 2 squabbl betwee 
ae he footballers an e 
ecord ter, had a short, am afraid,” Pirie told meyathletes over the use of the 

sharp row during last night. arena. 
“Tt was one of those Pirie said: ‘When I saw 


Gibbs tonight I told him 
he should not have applied 


silly arguments that de- 
velop if you start criticis- 


JOE LANCASTER, ini 
training at Croydon 


a 29-year-old railway clerk from 


and Stan Cox 


22 miles 418 yards 
On the way, he put 


With lhr 47min 53sec. 


_Pirtz, who for muct 

Phtggh be had locked a pe 
pis winner, could not match 
i ancaster's strength and speed 
owards the end and finished 


| \ u 
English native record for 20 ‘ratlee 


| 


Hollingworth, near Manchester, beat Gordon Pirie 
and the unofficial world record—in a two- 


Gordon Pirie strips off after 


Stan Cox. 


Pirie has a lean 


Sports Arena last 
night. 


Then Gibbs pulled oft a 
track-suit he had borrowed 
from Pirie and threw it 
back to him. 

The whole breeze blew 
up because of a mis- 
understanding. 


As soon as this became 


ing a man for something 
he knows nothing about.” 


Council Said ‘Yes’ 


He applied successfully to 
Croydon Corporation last 
week for permission to use 
the Sports Arena track 
every night of the week. 

This privilege is denied 
to other athletes because 


for special privileges. 
‘I could have done sv 
long ago but 1 felt it would 


right to seek special con- 
sideration, We had a few top 
words about it. 

“Then I discovered that ‘ 
Gibbs knew nothing about now 
ihe dispute with the foot- 
pallers which had led to; 
the athletes getting the | 
track for onlv three days} 

a week. 


second about 80 yards behi 
nd. #4 

Jack Heywood (Her ; his two-hour run o 

who had shared oe ie” Ean Walton - on - Thames r ee qua hangry look... but note Hf obvious. Pirie apologised to Croydor ‘mateurs, a local | a ; ; : Al 

{Pirie and Stan Cox (Southgate | and discusses the race with © USP h of chest compared |i Gibbs. Gibbs apologised to Soccer leg;pve exclusive I apologised. So did | 

H.) for 16 miles, was third, and with his gaunt frame. H ees they parted | eee manpye. on |Sloos. and, me topetmer, 

L H good friends. uesds Se} s and , le 
+ ray at my foot in it. I Ath we you can pet we are argu- 


Took Lead 


__ Lancaster did his damage dur- 
ing the 19th mile after taking the 
oe from Pirie at the end of the 
He ran four successive ‘laps in 


around 78 seconds each, the fast- 
est of the race, to cover a mile in 
“a 15.2sec, at this stage. 
20 miles Lancaste 
yarGgs in front in ihr. a7min, 53 
geek ani. isec, inside the old 
nglish native recored set up 


| : 

pene a blustery wind. 

| sancaster, the father 

|; L , the her of tw 

penneneD, has designs on pie 
rathon. He has yet to run his 


the marathon international, 


| 


XK declared 


it is,” 
_Pirie had just run 22 ile 
278 yards in his first eon tee 
—at rainswept Walton-on-Thames 
finishing 140 vards behind smooth- 
striding Joe Lancaster. : 
Twenty - eight - year-old 


railway 


clerk Joe from Hollingworth, Man- 


in 1894, ae 
kas ca . chester—virtual unknow? i 
, | oo ts - : Virtual nknown_ in big- 
cone ’ ere ae ame athletics ad torn o y 
rable with a very wet track sone" 3 rmance o wont 
leting 2 418 yards in tw 
yards wo 


|hours. 


English title ! 


his 


| RUNNING IS STUPID 


By SYDNEY HULLS 
{ ORDON PIRIE sat down, pawed 


spiky hair am 


“«& 


‘ 

“ Long-distance runni i i 

meake ‘: f stance running is stupid— 

who wins is the one who doesn't sealer on cheese 


from P 
“ But 


I've 


months 
got it 
said Pirie 


irie 


LAT PRESENT 
IT’S QUICKER 
TO RUN, SAYS 
GORDON PIRIE 


Famous runner Gordon Pirie 


first one, alth ; 
Ss » although vir } ve ‘ : | 
runs one every PR oor he iith it he claimed an English | 
wors and 13 miles home a vy Ne title by running 20 miles in Lhr.! 
eile JAcquakinn’ nei tne! leads to-day's letters on 
r the ace our Riverside Highway plan 
with a vigorous plea for dras~ 


i n training he covers 5 j 

|, 20 train vers 5,000 miles 
(By ear, as great a distance as dim 
| Peters when he was at the peak 


he two-hour race 
698 yards set up 


tic action to 


| of his career 
I Pirie. havin i } ‘was ma - 
his car i ; i ; Toe | t rd 
a race anything: ener ten Failed prea "Tanchah onus who ral "0 niles a nee | 
did not enjoy the experienc iles, | ancaster, 51min” 54sec. at Stamford Bridge ~~ 
enjoy | in_ 1913. ee 


Bosides Lancaster Piritr x 
1 ag ri a Jacek 


traffic jams. It ts 0} 


¢ 


solve London's 


ten quicker 


hour track r t 
k race at Walton (Sur 
ene an — aye irre. to- vy, : } 
Pg ig Talis has never before — y) day At one point Gibbs Gibbs has been chosen 0 | 
new worl ores race, set up a Ce S\for the British team to|/be unfair to the other ; PURE 
two hours, ee for called Pirie “Bighead.” |compete in the Southern | athletes who use the track GORDON PIRII 
eae ee ee irie © s Trini xt | vould tend to 7ause 
4 tance of Pirie returned the com- Slag rinidad nex — tend to - rats why — 
pliment. , “T felt Gibbs had no such good friends !” 
As for that track sult 


_ Gibbs borrowed it 


ago. 
hack 


By PHILIP 


ORDON PIRIE, Britain’s 
race again. He said | 

_ Achilles tendon injury that I 
an extent that I may be force 


> 


ETTER news. of’ 
Gordon Pirie, who 
seems a good dea] more 
optimistic about his ath-. 
letics future than he was 


a week ago. 
Pirie-is- having deep massage 


for the sprained Acnilles tendon 
of his left foot, and s told 
members ef the Er: and Dis- 
‘riet Athletic Club, of which he 
‘s president. that he is. already 
feeling the benefit of the new 


treatment. 
Presiding over 
meetin Pirie told 
memnbe he would them in 
y session when fit again. 
come with me ona 
nin g run if vou like, 
n added. * but 


ir yearly 
> Erith 


His athlete fia vie, BE 
, iancee, Shirley Ham 
became engaged last mensth-—ittigted 


Eamonn Andrews (left) has a_ lunchtime talk with © 
Gordon Pirie, who says an injured Achilles tendon may 


ion, 20, of Orpington—they 


tS 


eee | 


OOK at that diamond 
_ «ing. Because of that 
oe a secret was broken 
is worn by 20-year- Id 
athlete, _ Shirley pi 
It was given to her by run- 
ner Gordon Pirie. Yester. 
day they announced their 
engagement. 
But the secret of 
‘ th - 
fagement came out ro 
hours before the official 
announcement. The reason: 
They could not find the ring 
she wanted, . 
= anally they planned to 
ee the announcement 
- TER. buying the ring so 
at Shirley could be photo- 
Sraphed wearing it 
They tried to 
y get the 
wey wanted on Wendey, 
Pane | were still trying at 
oe yesterday By 
en the secret w g ' 
aay ee aS a secret 
But last night it 
was 
Shirley’s finger, the official 
announcement had been 


made, and she $ 
Ss Was = 
@Granhed wosstad Photo 


d the buttonhol i 

: th e of Britain's 

cag 24, when they arrived 
e Furnitur 

Bg ats e Trades Beneyo- 


leading long distance runner, G 
Pa Grosvenor House, Park-lane 
ent Fund ball, Marriage date Is 


Meee eee ee 


SPORTSMEN OUT 
OF UNIFORM: 10 


augennee = 
(aneaeeee 


} 
a 
fe 
i 
5, 
E 
i 
i 


seriously interfere with his athletics activities 


PIRIE TO RUN 
IN BRAZIL 


By DOUG WILSON 


ORDON PIRIE and Ken 
Norris are likely, I under- 
stand, to compete in Brazi.'s 
famous “ round-the-houses’”’ race 
at Sao Paulo on New Year's Eve. 

With all traffic stopped, and 
thousands lining the course of 
just over four miles through the 
main streets, the race !s one of 
the hightights of Brazil’s New 
Year ce.ebrations. 

Several “loose ends” have to 
be tied up. One stumbling block 
is the British Amateur Athletic 
Board’s ruling that no British ath- 
fete may compete abroad unless 
accompanied by a ‘‘ team manager.” 

Apparently the Brazilians do not 
relish paying expenses for three 
when they are getting only two 
athietes. 


Let them go 


In recent years both Roger Ban- 
nister and Chris Chataway have 
been given special dispensation to 
run outside Britain without a 
manager. Let us hope Pirie and 
Norris are similarly treated. 

The race carries tremendous 
prestige in South America. Emil 
Zatonek won it two years ago. 


GORDON PIRIE OUT 
OF BRAZIL RACE 


NORDON PIRIE_ has with- 
XK drawn from the San Syl- 
vester “round the houses ” road 
race in Sao Paulo, Brazil, on De- 
cember 31 because of a recur- 
rence of his recent leg injury. | 

The British Amateur Athletic 
Board, announcing this to-day, 
says that Pirie has been in- 
formed that he must cease train- 
ing for at least. one month. 


eoniinue Tor some 


muss 
weeks yet | 


PIRIE TO MISS 
BRUSSELS RACE 


Gordon Pirie, who has been 
suffering from Achilles tendon 
trouble and has not trained 
for several days, has with- 
drawn from the English team 
in the international cross- 
country race at Brussels on 
Sunday. . 

Pirie’s mother said to-day 
that the trouble was improving. 
“ Gordon does not want to take 
the risk of aggravating it by 
competing in Belgium,” she 
added. 


GORDON PIRIE di 
F TE... discus throwi: ‘i 
in his training schedule ir gene i oe 


UAE bet SF ee 


By HARK 


GC PIRIE, the 24-year-old runne 
: fabulous Zatopek three times this 


Phentsentincs 


: done “ immeasurable damage »” to British 


'“Scores- of _ famous sports j_. 
personalities had gathered in his 
iLondon to honour him. 

i ey cameras relayed the scene 
into homes all over the country. 
tag. the crop-haired Pirie, from 
icoulsdon. received a B.B.C. trophy 
‘for being voted leading, sporting 
{personality by viewers. 

Then Mr, Iain Macleod, former 
Minister of Health and now Min- 
ister of Labour, presented him 
with a “ Sportsman of the Year” 
trophy, won in a ballot organised 
by Sporting Record. 


Left out 


In his reply 
a recent poll 
neither boxer 
himself had been voted into the 
first seven sportsmen who had 
done most to further British pres- 
tige during 1955. 

Early this month the Sports- 
writers’ Association yoted John 
Disley, the Welsh steeplechaser, 
as Sportsman of the Year. 

Pirie went on: “There are 
other opinions bes:des those of 
the Press, aS is shown in the 
historic buildings down the 
_road’’—an oblique reference to 
the Houses of Parliament. 


Later I asked him to explain 


PIRIE. 
Last night. 


said I was ye 


Daily 
Wilson. forme 
picn, saad: 
certainly 


Fleet-street. 


—better known to you 


national ballot. 


running—is show jumper Pat 
woman in the top 
as follows:— 


GORDON PIRIE 


Mail 


not 
among athletes. 
than any other, 


OUGLAS ALASTAIR GORDON PIRIE 


Pirie—is Britain’s Sportsman of the 
Year for 1955 in “ Sporting Record’s” great 


Sportswoman of the Year—for the third time 


42 in the ballot, which resulted 


r who beat the’ 
year, bitterly 


‘attacked the Press last night. Fleet Street, he said, had 


sport. 


statement that British sports- 


writers had harmed sport. 
He said: “ 


You sports writers 
criticise all the 
time, You do 
your best to cast 
a slur on sport. 
“Don t you 
realise that we 
are doing our 
d amnedest to 
win every t:me 
we run? Boxers 
and footballers 


too, They are 
always being 
knocked, 


wish us all the 
q best and encour- 
age us. Instead. 
j I’m always being 
A criticised. 
“What about 
that race at the 
White City last 
year? I broke a 
bone in my foot 
and had to drop 
out. Some of the 
Press writers 
llow. 
colleague Doug. 
y A.A.A. mile cham- 
“pirie’s opinion is 
generally held 
Perhaps, more 
he owes much to 


as “ Puff-Puff” 


Smythe, the only 


Percentage 
1 


one 


Chris Chataway 
John Disley 

Billy Wright 
Brian Hewson 
Stirling Moss 
Donald Campbeli 
Stanley Matthews 
Peter May 

John Surtees 
Pat Smythe ........cecsecsesneseveerererereeseee ee 
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X ORDON PIRIE and Pat Smythe witt 

lain Macleod, M.P., 
presented them with their 
Sportsman and Sportswoman of the ° 


last week. See pages 6 and 7 for “. 
Climax to a 


EMELISH (Ross - Counter 
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Norris pips Norris’ 
by JAMES FITZGERALD | 


1ORDON PIRIE failed to run The Senior field just 

X himself into the England team 
for the cross-country international 
.4t Belfast on March 17 when, 
running in the 1956 English nine- ' - 
mile senior championship at War- National Cross Coun- 
Wick yesterday, he could do no 
better than gain 15th position. 


after the start in the 


Ken Norris, the winner of the try Championships at 
classic New Year Round-the- Z 
Houses race in Brazil, is the new Warwick. 


English senior champion, but only 
after a thrilling duel with his 
namesake, Fred Norris, of Bolton. 

Before the half-distance Ken and 
Fred Norris, running shoulder to 
shoulder, had broken clear of the! 
field of more than 6500 runners.} 
Then. in a fighting finish, Ken 
Norris came away with a fast burst 
to cover the distance in 48min. 
‘lisec., against the 48min. 17sec. 
clocked by the Lancashire Norris. 
South London Harvriers—for 
whom Pirie turned out—-lost their 
team title, finishing third with 170 
points, against the winning score 
jof 172 points returned by Sheffield 
United Harriers. 


es RELL x . 
. Track-suited Tan Hackett, three-years-old son of their 
insisted on joining in when Gordon Pirie and his fiancee Shirley Hampton set out for training. Both 


Gordon and Shirley are hoping f i i 
or g for an Olympic selection and the Jan to ma fter t 
which the Duke of Edinburgh will open at Melbourne in Nevenibee, ee aie ie Sema 


host at Withdean Stadium, Brighton, 


MORE TROUBLE 


1 geht Pirie’s troubles 
.Jncrease. First it was th 
Achilles tendon on his left leg: 
then similar trouble on the right. 
Now he has Splitting headaches. 
the result of a recent car 
accident. The car in which Pirie 
and his fiancée, athlete Shirley 
Hampton, were travelling turned 
complecely over outside Brighton. 
I thought we were lucky to 
escape with no more than severe 
bruises,” said Pirie. “Then, 


| suddenly, I began to have these 


headaches. Shirley is i 
them, too. It may be <a 
concussion.” as delayed 


Pirie wins 
fight to 
get fit 


By ROY MOOR 
GORDON PIRIE is winning 
: the fight to get fit again. 
Proof that the second tendon 
Injury 1s mending well came 
in an hour’s non-stop running 
test at Brighton on Saturday. 


pte. ran lap after lap with all 
his tami grinding determina- 
tion. 
“1 


I am 
over &@ mile 
ie A.A.A. against Oxford 
at Oxford next month,” 


sprint starts at Ladywell Park 
Help from Gordon Lewisham. They are both con- 


Gordon Pirie helps his fiancee, tenders for places in the Olym- 


Shirley Hampton, with her | pic Games. 


Sav Loman AC. «Laer Coupe 


HOO vo Oxtota Univaesee 
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13.2sec. mile at Oxford on Thursday he is 
dissatisfied. This is a bad sign—for his rivals. 
He is stepping up his training and aims to be in 
top form by the AAA championships in July, by 
which time he is likely to improve even on his 


best efforts in the past. 


Pirie should have been encouraged by the fact that 
his tendon trouble has completely cleared, but the effect 
of Thursday’s race was to make him give extra thought 


to his training schedule. 


“Tt is problematical,” he 
says, “whether it is better to 
do fast work or a lot of jog- 
ging. If you are going to run 
at 15 miles on hour, it is not 
much good training at 20 
miles an hour or you lose 
your rhythm in a race.” 

A poached egg on toast was 
getting cold a: Pirie’s breakfast. 
Mother said: “Put your ‘bib‘e’ 


: Gee Pirie worried. After that 4min. 


Oo away.” but this intent young 
oe : man persisted in a close study of 
Gordon Pirie Double a volume that records his da‘ly 
| Gordon Pirie (South London H.) work in the cause of world class 
fran a good three miles in 14min athietics 
‘24sec, and he also won the half- 
mile in lmin 59.6sec in an inter-club 
‘athletics match which was won by 
jLondon A.C, at Imber Court 
iyesterday. 
2a Ta ra ‘ _—ve p p Q, y 
: | re o 
D; S A ‘ J g Y ‘ 
Sueber mud CHAmPion Sid Plot shah FAR, LIM 
ei Ge, i OO Se cee) Ce on eet eo at Ulaeen ees SS 
0 FORM [N the Surrey three-mile race 
: r ae Crickmore, 21-year-old 
Joulsdon civil servant, tries 
By Stan Tomlin desperately ne match Gordon 
* : vine : Pirie’s finishing sprint to the 
ORDON PIRIE, I'm sure, 1s tape, fails by inches. 
really back to form at last. Crickmore was a lap behind. 
For the first time for nearly three ee io jolie 2 ae cite tides hy 
ans sienag ‘ . ike the “Gordon bet me would be 
years I saw him es lik cae lapped after two miles. I bet 
champion he was. © Won. tie him he wouldn't lap me at all. 
Surrey three miles title at Mot- And he only just did it.” 


spur Park in 13 min. 42.2 sec. 
He confirmed my view by say- 
ing: “I am really running well 
again, better than ever before. 
If Gordon had been able to 


maintain the speed of his first in 1953, said : “I’m running more 
mile —¢4 min. 27.6 sec, — there smoothly than ever before. Am 
would have been a new British I pleased with my performance ? 


record. T 
intended 
running that I am sure, but for 
the stif wind he would have 
done it. 

The time beats his own county 
record made in 1953 by 12 sec. 
and this excellent solo run—for 
that’s what it virtually was— 
following on his fast mile last 
Wednesday, is a really good 
indication that Gordon is looking 
for some of that Olympic gold. 

“Now for some real speed train- 
ing,” he said. It looks as though 
we may expect something really 
prilliant in the AAA champion- 
ships next month, 


SMOOTHER STILL 


IDIRIE won ix 


it's what Gordon had No. 
nd so well was he your 


1 13min. 42.2sec., 
. an improvement of 12sec. on 
the championship best he set up 


When you're 


° racing yvou.m 
give up altogether.” Ambition 
allows Pirie no pleasure. 


pleased wi 


1 
ight as well 


THE MAN WHO NEVER WAS IN Il 
It’s all right Gordon Pirie. That runner on your 
right —M. E. Crickmore — should never have 
been in the picture at the finish. You’ve lapped 


him as you did most of the others when winning 
ow ateaan milpe chamnionshin at Motspur 


| Satish GUAue | While (liz si 


500 MERA. Infeeratint ft, Paez ‘ 000 nee Divtchnatiom Maced. 


A tricky wind was blowing oS Pee leer Sn eye os ew 


record breaking, 


4min, 0.2secs, mile, 
—and even more 


taught athlete. 


correspondence courses 


all his training in the evenings 


runners who, under the 
ye of their coach, haye become 


running Machines 

A a er wards the Hungarians— 
43.8500 oe gas second in 3min 
43.8sec, abom — thir 1 
3min, 44sec,—s id as ig 
speed eee surprised at Wood's 
spee ver the last 30 yards.” 

' They certainly were. ioitdanes 
ndeed, the two Magyar aces were 
fo busy watching ‘Gordon Pirie 
that they 1orgoi all about Wood. 


Came alive 
*he face, Which ha 
du pattern — fro 
¢ atte om tth 
filddenty came alive when gallop: 
c yc en g¢ - 
See eb fed up with the 
Seyr S pace blazed into the lead 
ailway round the third lap. 
‘Immediately the red- vest d 
| papgarians reacted—particularly 
ese ei. Hataway'’s conqueror 
mh ee bell 1t was the same order 
on oS they tore into the back 
Straight Tabori flashed past 
Fae And it was at this point 
that loping Laszlo got the shock 
K of his life. ve PRR 
Ken Wood, Who had bsen follow 
ae nis familiar tact; of lying 
bee back, shot from seventh 
} ace to the- front in- one scald- 
- ng surge round the ou: ide. s 
wo Jundred and fAfty ya —200 
yards—150 yards—and Wood ti 
wondet boy trom Yor saire "was 
Still in the jead ; om i 
ouns bhe last bend Tabort made 
‘ na effor 5 did 
_ Rozsavol 7 wishes “oat 
Tanori reached Wood's 
put somehow the siman 
-celerated again, and Ts 
py one, fell back. iin, 
je slimmer Rozsavolgy 
1€ sl 4 OZzSavolzyt pour 
sriar Weed but the Yorkshiee 
an breasted the ta OY 
half yards ahead. ee ne 


followed a 


| With a persona} 1500 metres 


time of 46. Sacec 
“Wood went? 
to he!p : 


It Was also the | fastest 1,500 
metres the determined York- 
Siireman has ever done 
equivalent to just inside a 


hat is even f 
r 1 more remarkable 
about. Wood's astonishing effort 
5 ( astonishi 
das lap—is the fact that he s 
an entirely self-trained and self- 
He has no Coaches and takes no 
He does 
Yet this ‘] 
e., one wolf" shatter 
two State-sponsored iiaetene 
stern 


two of the most heart-breaking 


and it was ‘too early for ——— eS 


a 


HE last lap 
Ee Britain's Gordon Pirie 
idl Po. his right is L. 
; ozsavolzyi, of Hungary (No 
11), behind is 1. 'Tabori, 
aso of Hungary (No. 14) and | 
‘ Richtzenhan (No. 9), of | 
East Germany. ss 
But it didn't stay tl 
. stay lat way. 
te the race was won if | 
Britain's K. Wood (arrowed), | 


This was the 1,500 Metres 


hire- r i 
& International (Invitation 


; S Event) jy itic 
Gordon Pirie who finishea Sik XE the White aoe Games 


ORDON (“Everything happens to me i Pirie raced 
a half laps wearing only one shoe in the 


one and é : 
3,000-metre international event at the White City 
sini rien hoe soon after the start... but he 


irie lost his left s 
eed stay in the race. It was impossible. 


He came off, his feet raw and 
bleeding, with the boos of a 
section of the 45,000 crowd buzzing 
in his ears like the unpleasant 
hum of an infuriated swarm ol 


bees. 

- Tt left world record holder. 
Sandor Iharos, of Hungary, undis- 
puted master of the field to cruise 
round on his own, and even then, 
great athlete that he is, to return 
a best United Kingdom time for 
this performance. 

Iharos won in 8min. 2.6sec., 
3.6sec. better than_ the previous 
best time set up by Chris Chataway 
at this same White City two years 


ago. 
’ 
‘Not for me 


A doctor touk one look at Pirie’s 
linjuries and seid: “ Anti-tetanus 
{injection for you.” “Not for me, 
‘said Pirie and, despite the doctor's 
\warning of possible ill conse- 
{quences, he still refused. | 
'” When Pirle went British hopes} 
died. Iharos, nicely tucked in a 
‘few yards behind the leaders, 
\3 tayed there until the halfway 
stage. 

Sr ien, tiring of the slow pace, he 
lwent into the lead and gradually 
ldrew away to win by 40 yards with 
the second Hungarian, Sandor 
lRozsnyoi, beating Velisi Mugosa, of 
lYugoslavia, into, second place. 
— en as 

TOHE moment before he 
dropped out... Pirie, one 
shoe missing, strides on amid 


flying spikes. 


ed 


as en rere i ren nd ne a ace le AS AE 
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FORM AT LAST 


By VIC SELWYN 
ORDON PIRIE has proved he is fit at fast. He 
ran a brilliant 3,000 metres at the White City, 


Manchester, yesterday in 8m, 9.4s. 


And this with one foot which had two toes pitted with 
holes from last week’s barefoot performance at White 
City, London. 

I saw*the foot before the 
race and the holes were 
quite deep with raw flesh 
exposed. 

But Derek {bbotson’s ver- 
formance in this inyitation 
event at the Universities’ 
Athletic Union meeting was 
equally brilliant. 

He finished so close be- 
hind Gordon that he was 
credited with the same rime, 
Ibbotson had never run the 
distance before 


CHASED 


With 300 yards to go, 
Ibbotson went past Pirie so 
fast that Gordon was left 
ten yards behind 

Pirie chased furiously 
round the last bend, re- 
gnined the lead five yards 
before the tapes and just 
held by inches Derek's fina} 
sprint 


Pirie beating Ibbotson 


ae a et 
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Pirie Outwits 
Ibbotson 


| eras PIRIE ran a_ bpril- 
liant tactical race to win 
the 3,000 metres special event at 
the Universities’ athletic cham- 
pionships at Manchester's White 
City this afternoon. 

Within four hundred yards, 
Pirie and Derek Ibbotson began 
to detach themselyes from the 
field. Ibbotson obviously had no 
desire to lead and consequently 
Pirie had to take the brunt of the 
pace. : a . 

To counter this, Pirie notice- 
ably slowed the pace just after 
the “bell” enticing Ibbotson into 
the lead. 

When his pursuer eventnally 
jumped ahead Pirie was waiting 
for him. Then_the battle was 
deally on with Ibbotson leading 
and Pirie in pursuit. | 

Ten yards from the tape Pirie 
drew level and won by a_ foot. 
Both were timed at 8 min. 9.4 sec. 
—second fastest by a home athlete 


in this country. 


™ FAVA SYR LVR 
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A.A.A. WIN MATCH 
Gordon Pirie, back to his best 
‘ran his fastest mile when he 
clocked 4min 4.6sec at Motspur 
Park last night, competing for the 
“A.A.A. against London University. 


Gordon Pirie, probably the best} 
known of all British athletes, 
treated spectators at Stompond 
Lane, Walton, to a double thrill on 
Saturday when he ran his best-ever 
mile and within two hours captured 
a second ground record in winning 
'. the three miles. 

Pirie was running in the Heath- 
field annual sports, the biggest 
inter-club meeting in the country, 
and delayed his holiday to Norway 
in order to run. 

These two performances were un- 
doubtedly the highlights of the ex- 
cellent afternoon's racing, in which 


no less than fifteen clubs com- 
peted for Heathfield Shield, won 
this year by Belgrave Harriers 


with 21 points, Polytechnic Harriers 
finished second with 16 points, with 
South London Harriers third two 
points behind, and Walton, winners 
in the two previous years, fourth 
with ten points. 

Points were awarded in eight 
events, but in addition there was 
the annual 15 miles road race in 
which teams from Queens Park 
Harriers, Derby and County A.C. 
and Maidenhead C & A C competed 
against six of the clubs who were 
taking part in the team events, to- 
gether with individual runners 
from another twenty clubs. 

The mile was a special invitation 
event to enable Pirie to have a 
crack at beating his best-ever time 
of 4 mins. 4.6 secs., set up only a 
fortnight previously. Unfortun- 
atley, only four of the six runners 
who were to pace him were there 
and one of these had to drop out 
after only 300 yards. 

Pirie completed the first lap in 
60.6 secs., and the half-mile in 2 
mins. 2.2 secs., but from then on 
he was out on his own with no 
ane to nush him. 


Gorden Pirie the Star Attraction 


Pirie took the! 


Bay 


the last man just before the mile, 
and half a mile later had increased 
his lead on Salvat to 100 yards and 
on J. Brown, the English inter- 
national who was running third, to 
200 yards. 

Again he was out on his own 
having to make his own pace and 
he crossed the 2-mile mark in 9 
mins. 5 secs., 250 yards up on 
Brown, who had displaced Salvat 
in second position. Half a lap later 
Pirie passed his second man and 
went on to complete this distance 
in 13 mins. 45.6 secs., nearly half 
a minute better than the ground 
record of 14 mins. 14.2 secs. set up 
by K. Norris, of Thames Valley 
Harriers, the previous year. He 
was then nearly half a lap ahead 
of Brown, who ran second in 14 
mins. 14.8 secs. —.6 of a second 
slower than Norris's record — and 
lapped half of the field. Salvat ran 
third in 14 mins. 57.4 secs., with 
Tony Llewellyn, of Walton, fourth 
in 14 mins. 59 secs. 


WINNER 


GORDON PIRIE 
Busman's holiday 


University miler C, P; Roberts; 
a Slow pace, with Pirie in Pees 


( thi 
until the half-mile, alee 


reached in the 


Slow time of 2min 7sec, 

the front at the half-dis 
raced away on his own. 

200 yards he had gaine 
advantage over J. S. Evans 
reached the three-quarter mile 
‘38min 4.4sec, havin 
the extraordinary 
and went on to inc 
tage. 


Bursting to 
tance, Pirie 
In the next 
-yard 
He 
in 
g run this lap in 
time of 56.5sec, 
rease his advan- 


| 
4 
By TONY HORSTEAD 
“YORDON PIRIE is off to 
Norway tomorrow for 
a fishing holiday—and he 
hopes to land an unusually 
big catch. 

Quite coincidentally. of 
course,.. he has selected 
Bergen for his ten days’ 
holiday, and it so happens 
that next week-end a select 
Russian team is competing 
in... Bergen! 

And the fanatically 
ambitious “ Pulf - puff” 
hopes to race against the 
great Russian Vladimir 
Kuts over 5,000 metres. 
Whatever his critics may 

say, there is no doubt that 
the determined Pirie is 
fighting his way hack 

He certainly showed at 
Walton, Surrey, on Satur- 
day, that he has every 
chance of becoming the 
ninth man to break the 
four-minute mile barrier. 

With no one to pace him, 
galloping Gordon won the 
invitation mile in 4m. 3.6s., 
clipning a second off his 


a dnyscemeenneni 
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ORDON PIRIE, the Croydon paint salesman~ so 
F many were ready to write off as a top-class inter- 
national athlete because of his succession of break- 


downs,:smashed™the world 
Bergen, Norway, last night 
_ He raced the 5,000 metres (3 
‘Miles 188 vards in the fan- 
' tastic time of 
1l3mins, 36.8 
secs. and beat 
the Russian 
champion, 
Viadimir Kuc, 
by 25 yards in 
the process. 
Kue who 
chased Pirie 
home in an al- 
most sprint 
finish, also beat 
the old world 
record. with a 
time of 1l3mins. 
39.6secs, 
The previous 
record was 13 
.mins, 40.6secs.. 


set by the Hun-! 
garian, Sandor 


Tharos, in Buda- 
pest last Octo- 

ber. 
Unfortunately, no time 
was taken at the three miles 
point of the race for this, too, 
must have been a wor!d record. 
Here is 25-year-old Pirie’s own 
story of the race as given to Roy 
Moor in an exclusive interview: 


My revenge 

What a race... what a thrill 
to have won it. I was deter- 
mined to get my revenge on 
Viadimir for that beating he 
gave me in Moscow tast year. 

Obviously Kuc meant busi- 
ness, too. AS soon as We were 
off Kuc was away into the lead. 
setting a real scorcher. | was 
determined to stay with him. 

The first 400 metres was run 
in around 60 to 61 seconds. 1 
was at his elbow. The positions 
were the same as we went 
through the 800 metres. in 


‘around 2min. 3sec. 


I was thoroughty enjoying it 
This was just what I wanted. 
somebody with a fast pace to 
take me along I was able to 
run nicely relaxed at his hee] 

There were times when 1 
sensed Kuc wanted to ease the 
pace That was not what I 
wanted. So every time there 
was any slackening off I moved 
up to .his shoulder and Kuc 


record for 5,000 metres in 


would increase the tempo again 
So it went on 


I was by no means certain o! 
Winning. But all the while ] 
reckoned | had a good chance 

Our placings vemaineo un- 
changed until about 270 yards 
from the finish. Then I decideo 
it was now or never. 1 went 


I tore past Kuc with every 
scrap of energy I could find. 3 
still felt good and went on 
Packing in the pace for al} ] 
was worth 

I could hear Kue giving 
chase But I sensed I'd got 
him. and I had. 


a 
You could have Knocked me 
down with qa feather when they 


said I had broken the record. 


Well done, Gordon. 
Pirie’s prize? A silver spoon. 
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6-DAY WONDER PIRIE 
ROMPS HOME AGAIN 


a a te ee 
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He equals 3,000 metres world record 


ORDON PIRIE, the 
\ incredible, fantas- | MIRROR SPORT 


tic Gordon Pirie, has 
done it again! REPORTER. 
Running at a Trond-1 vent ila with 
fine iW wi i ; i 
heim (Norway) meeting | last might Whee ie one 
last night, he equalled | announced—in error—that 
the world record of: Fioed be eo the world 
Wwo- 
7m. 55.68. for the 3,000|second, “Yo ents of & 
metres. When this was corrected 
This was the time re- < an announcement that 
turned by Sandor Iharos. agent pe eae see 
gad ‘ ? an E 
the great Hungarian, in|“ There are sure to be aan 


Budapest thirteen months. chances.” 


ago. i_ The first of these, in fact,| Ni fie de. Sia via Oslo and Copenhagen, late 
; will come tomorrow | aimow, Pirie is thinking of at night 

HE’S EAGER | Pirie will run in a Roe i gig 5 ante mei. es And, this afternoon. he was 

| 3,000 metres race against ¢ mile—in ‘the thrilling a 34,000 crowd, includ- 


i 


jaiteineraamicaacse 
It was only on Tuesday! Sandor Rozsnyoi, of 


that Pirie shattered ha ngary, at the big} “J think ty A Bernhard, at Amsterdam's 
: ympiec Da j ; that distance rite ios.” 

Sern world record for! Ganatertisen, ee yp sees spss 3 suitable one Se 

000 metres. by 3.8s., with he said last night. si Tucked in 


! 13m, 36.8s., in Bergen. MADE RUNNING 


ee 
No wonder Iharos is'_ Jerzy Chro : 
| eager to meet the tall, lean: Polish stee lechase "spent 
; Paint salesman from’ Sur-' alist, was Pirie’s chief rival 
| rey again—on his home| last night and he made the 
track in Budapest } | most of the running with 
He issued’ an invitation | ty REE man Sccasion- 
to Pirie yesterday to a race the Ses OFEr 16 wep id 
over 5,000 metres there on: © Pace. 
August 19. | With just over one hun- 
The Trondheim crowd dred yards to 80, Pirie 
flashed to the front and 
finishing quite fresh, won 
comfortably from Chromik 
whose time was 7m. 56.4s, 
“I was prepared for 
fast time,” said Pirie, “ as 
conditions were excellent 
and there was such a good 


runner as Chromik in ihe 
race. , 

“WITHOUT Hi}? 
THERE COULD HAVE 
BEEN NO WORLD 
RECORD.” 

Pirie’s final 40U metres in 
Os. was his fastest of the 
race, and exactly one 
Second faster than the next 
best—the first 400 metres. 
It was, in fact, a re 
markably even run, as he 
covered the first 1.500 
era a Pe 58s., and the 
on 500 i 
am, BT be metres in 
lrie’s previou ti 
was 8m. 9.4s hae 


Olympic Games i 
er n Novem 


PULLER Los 


AMSTERDAM, Sunday. ee 
RITAIN’S unpredictable © 
B Gordon Pirie: rounded HARRY 
off the six days in which CA RPENTER 
he has shaken the ath- 
letics world by thrashing reports on 
NON-STOP 
GORDON 


an international field over 
ITTMIUT THERA eneReEROLULLLUUORUTUUCULESeTAU LL 


1,500 metres—the metric 
mile. 

His time, 3min. 43.7sec., knocks 
3.5 seconds off his best for 
the distance, breaks a seven- ~ 
year-old Dutch national Pirie on the shoulder after- 
record, and is the equivalent wards and said: “I hope 
of a mile in the barest frac- hc cca goes well with you :n 
tion over four minutes. SaeLOOUrnes F : 

The world record is 3min 40.8sec., Pie is folng to be Britain's store 
ee ek ere | gee will have the headache of decia- 
an aszlo Tabori, an ing jus irie s 3 
Nielsen (Denmark). for : i aie manic, BOGS waKiee. 

Pirie’s six-day saga, reeled off 10,000 ees — bgt _— 
with a Zatopek ‘disregard for Hreprcssiple me Bitte, the lot 
the conventions of stamina, with golden prospects in ali 
began on Tuesday when he in- ree, 
terrupted his Norwegian fish- 
ing holiday to slash nearly 
four seconds off the 5,000 
metres world record in Bergen. 

He meved on to Trondheim, 
wheré, on Friday, he equalled 
the world 3,000 metres record. 

Yesterday, 35-year-old paint sales- 
man Pirie from Coulsdon, got 
up at 5 a.m, and arrived here, 


ing Queen Juliana and Prince 


At the end of a lap, long-legged 
Pirie was tucked in a yard be- 
hind East Germany’s Klaus 
Richtzenhain, with 21-year-old 
Cambridge history student 
Roger Dunkley third of the 12. 

They held that order for two more 
laps—Pirie puffing and_ red- 
vested Richtzenhain anxiously 
peering back—uwmtil the bell. 
Dunkley faded, and was passed 
by Hungary’s Jozsef Szegledi. 

Three hundred yards from home, 
Pirie surged past the German. 
with huge strides down the 
back straight. Richtzenhain 
jumped arms and legs in vain. 
Pirie broke the tape a good 
four yards ahead, with Szegledi 
third and Dunkley a game 
fourth. 


Even speed 


For a man primarily regarded 
as a distance runner Pirie 
showed astonishingly even speed 
over the shorter course, His 
400-meitre lap times were: 
60.6sec., 61.2sec., 61.8sec, 

His time is more than 4sec. faster 
than the stadium record set 
last year by four-minute-miler 
Brian Hewson. 

Pirie, completely composed at the 
finish, was only faintly inter- 
ested in his time—‘] run to 
win ”—and as for the exertions 
of the week. he simply com- 


PIRIE, STILL 
INA HURRY, 
‘FASTER YET" 


(jORDoR PIRIE could not 
stay long for interviewers 
and autograph hunters when 
he landed at London Airport 
yesterday. “You'll have to 
excuse me, I have some train- 
ing to do,” he said, 

But before he left, and after 
being congratulated on his 
5,000-metres world record, he 
said: 

“{ haven’t reached my peak 
yet. | think with harder train- 
ing I can get stronger, which 
means I will be able to go 
faster.” 

Of his record-breaking run 
he said: “I enjoyed the race, 
and it’s good to be a world 
record-holder, but really the 
time was a secondary con- 
sideration.” 

About his chances for the 
Olympics, he said: “I hope I 
am chosen, and I sincerely 
hope I will be allowed to run 
in more than one event. I 


mented : “Yes, I did feel a bit Gordon Pirie, de Engelse allround 
tired today, particularly in the loper, die deze week op drie we dstrij don’t intend to concentrate 
Rozsadny trening i rozsqadna_polityk ; first lap.” den atletiekgeschiedenis maakte. on any particular distance 
lepsze rezultaty. W Trondheim w Roan te ee Chromika daja cora based bee Mpa Rage eg 1500 meter: 1. Pirie (Eng.) 3 — ‘eet ee ares “uy 
tr ie Gordonem Pirie ustanowit nowy fekonn re gli a w zacigte from seventh to second place. min. 43,7 sec. (nieuw otadionre- do Sat to thank all the 
ra Bg Masia kroczyl Chromik do tego rekordu: 1951 r. ths Key — 7:56,4 Looking on today was Fanny cord); 2. Richtzenhain (Oost- zroundsmen on running tracks 
vy Dee Fs — 8:21,0, 1954 Tr. — 8208,8, 1955 r. — 8204.6. - 0.VISe © = we Blankers-Koen, Holland's triple Duitsland) 3 min. 44,5 sec.; 3. Sze- in London who make my 
22.V156 ro — 7:56,4. Se Cone a we Cee Olympic champion of 1948. She gledi (Hong.) 3 min. 47,7 sec.; 4. training possible, and also the 


leant from the stands to pat Dunkley (Eng.) 3 min. 49,1 sec.; 
5 Riankenstein (Ned.) 3 min. 54.2 


doctors who pulled me 
through my serious injury 


| 


~wepveerm sauure, GOrdon Pirie 
__.cheeks puffing at every fourth poundi 
i the crowd cheering him as 
Sports Arena an Wednes- | 
day evening. 
Pirie failed by 23 seconds in 
an heroic, virtually solo bid to 
beat Emil Zatopek’s two year 
old world record for 10,000 


metres. 

He started in great style, Excite-| 
ment mounted as the announcer 
called out his time at 1,000 metres 
and that run two years ago by 
‘Zatopek, 

Pirie was beating Zatopek's time 
at every stage until the 7,000 metre; 


By BILL WARD 


mark, He lapped the entire field, 
some of them twice. 

At 3,000 metres, a great roar went 
up as it was announced that Pirie 
was ahead of Zatopek’s schedule by 
a full nine Seconds, in 8-min. 29-sec. 

EXHORTATION 

A man in a brown trilby pranced., 
cheer-leader Style, in front of the 
Stand, calling for applause and yet 
ore applause from the crowd. 

Suddenly a hush, a disappointed 

Silence, fell when Pirie dropped 

from — 2.2-sec. in front of the 

schedule at 6,000 metres (17-min. 
20.8-sec.) to 5.6-sec. behind at 

7,000 metres, 

From-then on, the invisible Zato- 
pek -had the lead. But the man in 
the brown trilby kept prancing, the 
crowd kept clapping the laps, and 
Pirie kept on, lap after lap, puff 
after puff, Now, though, some of 
the tenseness had gone. 

Tired as he was, Pirie turned in a 
breathless 62.5-sec, last lap, faster 


even than his first. Finally, he In a coatsshirt and shorts, with 
clocked 29-min. 17.2-sec., the fastest a ruck-sack over his shoulder, 
10,000 metres ever run in this coun- Gordon Pirie, who broke the 
try #nd equalling his personal best, 5,000 metres world record in 

On the way round he created a Norway, arrives in Brighton to 


new English native five miles record re ee ee Avot a 


Of 23-min. 32.8-sec. 10,000 metres record to-morrow 
NO ASSISTANCE 


This with no assistance at all from 
the other five runners in the race, 
and in conditions far from ideal for 
record breaking: a sodden, unrespon- 
Sive track Whipped by a 15 miles per 
hour wind, 

Pirie told the crowd over the 
loudspeaker afterwards: Tm 
Sorry I did a slow lime.” = This 
brought a great “NO» from the 
4,000 throng, a record attendance. 
He said to me later: “Tt wasn't 

the track that beat me, there was 
hothing wrong with it, nor the wind. 
LT SR. eae A, a ee 


ALLOPING Gordon 


ba 
ere , Fad “Angin, LA (Rowion 451 
RE Mgrs seer (ovsond J Q Pu ines May / Mile — Sia y (c P 
practically = = iS os 


unpaced = | _~— 


through a dirty drizzle and MiLé 19 i 


chopping cross-wind on an 

the back stretch, the long, 

lean Pirie did the mile of 

his life and the best in 

Britain this year at 
Croydon yesterday. 

The 5,000 metres world 
record holder falled by only 2.2 
seconds to break the four- 
minute mile — two precious 
seconds, for which the wind 
was to blame, 

Pirie's time — 4min. 2.2sec., 
which was 4,2sec. slower than John 
Landy's world record—was abso- 
lutely magnificent considering the 
conditions. 

It is also the second time this 
season he has clocked the fastest 
British mile. Last June, at 
Walton-on-Thames, I saw him do 
4min. 3.6sec. 

Thus the unpredictable Pirie has 


set Britain's Olympic selectors the 
trickiest of puzzles. 


Conclusive 


World-famed as a 3,000 and 10.000 
metres runner, Pirie has conciu- 

vely proved that he is right up at 
the top of the heap over the shorter 
1,500 metres and mile distances. 

I know, too, that Pirie wou.d like 
to run the mile in an internationai 
‘event—but 1 still cannot see the 
Olympic selection committee pick- 
‘ing him for this distance at Mel- 
bourne, But we shall see... . 

After he haa pulled up. undis- * 
tressed, Gordon said: “ Uxcept for a 
nervous twinge I have no trouble at 
all from my knee,” 

Then he added jocularly, “ It's 
you "—pointing at me—* you're my 
jinx. You alw Ys, bring the wet 


Weather with you 
Joking apart. “Puff Put” was 
-minute-mile bid 


beaten in his fot 
oy two factors :— 

a) That ten-mile-an-hour cross- 
vind, 


(2) You must have pacemakers 
‘Oo run against the clock, 

His lap times teil the story of this 
zlorious failure. They were 57.8 
seconds, 61.4 seconds, 63 seconds, 
and 60 seconds. 

It was opyious when the time- 
sxeeper calle ub r i , ; 5 Per . 
pee cae tof tne ecaeeeiee It’s the end of the fastest mile in Britain this season. 
> that Pirie would not become Gordon Pirie races to the tape in 4min 2.2sec in yesterday's 
ninth human in the world to inter-city athletics meeting at Croydon 
: through the magic mile . 
oarrier. 


“I boped on Friday to break the 
Sour-minute mite.” he said, “ but 
today, when I saw the weather, I 
snew it was off.” 

That did not prevent Pirie, 25- 
year-old Coulsdon paint salesman, 
from having a damn good try ! 

Before the race Pirie wore the 4 
rk blue sweat-shirt given him by - 
adimir Kuts. the famous Russian 
unner he beat over 5,000 metres 
i Norway last June, But,: alas, 
Kuts’s shirt brought “Puff Puff” 
no luck yesterday. 


is i t two miles time 
P Pirie to clock the fastes 

JJACH of the 3,520 yards run by Gordon Oe eS ae a ee 
. in the world this year, was a yard of agony. is 8m mi . Oe aces 
Croydon was only 9.2sec. outside the world record held by pe “a Ga tee 

Yet Pirie was a ‘sick man. Not until after the race did he admi 
cuffering with stomach trouble during the day. wore 
Pirie who has so often been ee at ta eek, an 
: som a h S : 
had grane trouble. He had eaten s gg tg at 
-iginally Pirie intended to rum in the one r 1 yi 
ao ik aman, 18sec.) in the Croydon and Commonwealth 


versus England match—but this phenomonal runner decided the! 
So 5 ~ say! 
two mile event would be slower! 


elected with 


1 | 1) 
a i s season, Pi moved to the! 
i 10,000 | this season, 
Sa fs he Ae ae the ont, and Stayed there. te 
ez 4sec.), then, follow-| passed the half-mile in in. | 


Gordon Pirie confirmed his 
Olympic berth at Croydon 
on Wednesday night. 


f al i sec, and subsequent laps 
n Of Gil Bis TAO | Te Sein, 11,6sec, sein. 14.6 
sec., 5min, 20.6sec.. 6min. 28.2 
sec., Tmin. 35.8sec., running the 
final quarter in 66.8sec. His 
mile time was 3.4sec. faster than 
Brasher had recorded earlier in 


the evening! 33 f 
Roland Langridge (South Lon-; { 
don Harriers) ran well to finish 


third, behind Pirie and Sando, 
“locking Q@min. 11.2sec. 


EA A FOYE a en ae 


PIRIE TRAINS title 
| AT DESERTED 


BRICKFIELDS C hance 


~~ G ORDON PIRIE, one of By HAROLD PALMER 
apne ; X Britain's leading runners, 


i i I nN tas ig Yordon Pirie, that tall, Jean = | 
, arrived in Plymouth last ope G 7 tall, Tea 
y Q | where he is to watch the finals o | 


‘~~ 


25-year-old , 
3 reaker from Coulsdon, will 
tthe All England Inter-County breaker from Couls 


j f ; ; he AAA cham- 
atts Cmehnl aes Siateviensis em ‘hips this week-end. A 
Says Pirie hag eee oy oon to the P rained ligament Lge a 
' Immediate! ee a Se es fact, likely to 
ickfi s tre sher “ft knee is, in fact, 

j (deserted Brickfields track where left JS, Kg Neeetige 

: } Rites Aslan eed the did 50 minutes’ rigorous train- prevent h doing any é 

’ are W bs ; . 


work for about two weeks. 


Pirie’s fitness for ‘yng. oe 
the Olympic Games in Mel- Not until then would he have 


e had planned to run only in 
! t le. although he bad Le 
t We. aitnoug aa a 
‘ I the < »s and the 6 miles. 
bourne. : , anything to eat 5 the track he ne ee ehe 2 ales en 
Pirie has been advised to Then straight from the tre ! 


see the British athletic 


} eats n Friday 
Folic g heats o \ 
i 4 : ‘ es : jn- 
i attended a civic reception in Ply- evening he had se Yast 
bania Meee xhibi- | mouth’s Art Gallery with his 20- eycaing suedays. Gaal i 3 
in an e Dl Art J , : ee 
on nade © mite in, imin. | year-old fiancee. s_ Shirley 


time perhaps even wi thin the 
4-minute mark. : 
ae doctor says: “ You 


P : Tt é who has run for Britain 
56,7Se6. + Ply Uae re Hampton, wh 
Saturday, Pirie said + 


’ 

’ 

’ 

’ 

’ 

’ 

’ 

) 

Id relieve officials who at 100 and 220 vards 
; worry about my leg injury. | There it 

’ 
) 
’ 
’ 
> 
) 
’ 


Now tanenine: 
; ; je championships 
aug To meet Queen uid in the champi Ne 
a case of Two among \..* : 11 tearing é 
i lease irie will. however, be among vol 3 self 
think if there was anything glasses of yt picase: Fe Ae ak to be pre ligaments and, setting ,, yoursel 
y n the party hite 25 roudle © nths. 
seriously “iave™ broken” down (Nothing stro: gee ae ated to the Q n at the Whit€ pack a couple of mo 
fe would. Oe 1 ran _ more ‘mind.” 5 
last week, when ; 


Friday afternoon. ‘Those . é 
wer ‘honour are the Will not take ie aa 
champions last. year’s ; H not take that rist - He 
‘A trophy winners. 3 1 also hav s 
f trophy w ers, and e will also I 18s 
i “few of his world record yned for Man 
pty ye 1 V TT, * 


than 200 miles in training. 4 Among those who enatted infor- 

“But it’s still not quite ‘any with Pirie at the civic recep- 
. running | 3 ag bee 
right. A nie how things A ition were Miss Joan Vickers. “ 
freg\y. erhans try it out next for Devonport. a: 4 Astor. 


O_ ‘ G anh ; () ¢ 
loPLa Kelana o), UO HERA | 1S 
IM ALMoe 
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WORLD 3,000m. 
RECORD GOES 


MALMOE (Sweden), Tuesday. 

ORDON PIRIE trounced Hungary’s Big 
Three and set a new world record of 

7 minutes 52.8 seconds for the 3,000 metres 


here tonight. 

He outgeneralled Sandor Tharos, Istvan Rozsavoelgyi 
and Laszlo Tabori to send 9,450 Swedes wild with delight. 
And he kept a promise made before flying for Sweden : 
“There'll be a new 3,000 metres record,” he said. 

The Hungarians had their coaches, Mihaly Igloi and Josep 
Sir, vith them. The idea was to demolish the confidence of the 
man they regard as their greatest threat in the Olympic Games, 

The pian was that Tabori and tharos should alternate the 
lead in the early stages, and that Istvan Rozsavoelgyi should 
deliver the cowp de grace. 

Pirie unleashed all the nervous energy he had pent up for 
the cancelied Russian match in the last lap, and pulled wide of 
the wilting Rozsavoelgyi to break the tape four yards in front, 
beating the previous world record, which he held jointly with 
Iharos,.by the astounding margin of 2.8 seconds. 


Christopher Chataway di Vladimir = Kue and OLYMPIC CHIEF DELIGHTED 


e Russian 


Gwent. 


} 
| 


5 eA y internatio inst Cro ‘shes 
One of the highlights of the mateh tcould Mg ered, Britain. Then Pirie ran a lap of honour in the floodlit stadium 
metres battle between Pirie and th ge ae e been the 10,000 before receiving his prize—a two-and-a-half-pint beer mug. 
'¢ tair-haired Russian After the race he said: “ I was a bit worried in the first part of 


the last lap, but | knew I had him at the Jast bend.” Swedish 
experts voted this “the greatest race we have ever seen.” 

JACK CRUMP, British Olympic team manager, was 
delighted with the news. He said: ‘Who dares say now that 
Pirie hasn’t a chance of winning both the 5,000 and 10,000 
metres titles at Melbourne ?” 

Pirie will not run against Hungary at Budapest on Septem- 
ber 29 and 30. He has been given special permission to leave 
for Australia on September 26 to continue training over there. 

RESULT: 1. Gordon Pirie (Britain) 7min. 52.8sec. (world record) ; 
2, Istvan Rozsavoelgyi (Hungary) 7-53.4 (Hungarian record) ; 3, Sandor 
tharos (Hungary) 8-5.8; 4, Laszlo Tahori (Hungary) 8-16.8; 5, Roger 
Dunkley (Britain) 8-20.2. 


Gordon Pirie completes the 
fastest-ever 3,000 metres last 
night 


Gordon Pirie seen weartug the Russian 
track suit top presented ta him in Moscow 
fast’ September. The C.C.C.P. is the 
cyrillic seript for S.S.S.R. which stands 
for ** Soyuz Sovetskikh Sotsialisticheskikh 
Respublik.” : 


New Record For Gordon 


Britain's wonder athlete Gordon 
Pirie is acclaimed by the crowd 
after he had run his greatest 
race jast night to break the 
world's 3,000 metre record at 
Malmoe, Sweden. He beat 
NN Istvan Rozsavoelgyi, the World's 

es 1,500 metres champion, Sandor 

1 eee 


~~ Watch out, 
Pirie. Britain's crack athletes were 


“halaway and Gordon 
Promising opponents tough 


Iharos, previous co-holder with 
nie i aha A Baar 1 


es 0 
ferer Pirie foran Gunnar Nielsen med Hewson — paa 


erbanen — og Allan Gordon paa do neste pladser, 


—_— 


| 4-min. 


Mirror Sport Reporter 
Copenhagen, Thursday. 
I ee Gordon Pirie, 

Older of the world 
3,000 and 5,000 metres re- 
cords, won a slow 1,500 
metres race in which it had 
been planned that he was 
to run as “ hare” for Brian 
Hewson and the Dane, 
Gunnar Nielson, here 
conight. 


But the tactics went 
wrong on the track, and 
Pirie won in the slow time 
of 3m. 49.2s, 

The tactics failed pe- 
Cause Pirie’s feet were too 
sore from his record 3,000 
metres run in Malmoe 50 
set the pace, and because 
Nielsen was “ too tired.” 


_ Nielsen arrived in Copen- 
nagen today from a Swiss 
athletic meeting. 

But slow time or not, 
nothing can detract from 
Pirie’s achievement in 
beating Hewson and Niel- 


Pirie again! 
| Now he heats 


m il 
1 
sen, who have both 
broken the four-minute 
mile barrier, 
Nielsen led for 200 metres 
but Pirie took over at 400 
metres. At 1, 


tempo had th 
Pirie still in nd 
no one seemed N 10 jn- 


crease it. 

With 200 metres to go, 
however, Hewson spurted 
and the others took up the 
challenge. Over 
metres, Hew 


I did not fee) 
mat all tonight 
BeeesO because I h 
tO.” 


rapidly on Pirie. who jus 
oreasted the tape in front. 

Pirie said aft ye race: 
at am sorry I n't act 
as ‘hare’ as I 


promised, t were so 
sore from the world re- 
cord race in Malmo. I sim. 
ply could not set pace, 


‘Lucky’ 


“IT was luck 
had Hewson 2 
bit earlier he 
beaten me 

“ But it was a poor race. 

ike running 
only dic 
Gd premised 


ht 


FOOTNOTE: Gailiopiny 
ordon, who was to have 
un @ 1,500 metres ar mile 
ace in Bergen (Norway) 
n Sunday, has been rez 


Yused permission to race 
Bhere, said M 


: Jack 
rump, British team 


rarager, 


PIRIE WAITS FOR WORD: GO 


Paint salesman Pirie has 
him 


Q)LY 


Gordo: 


pape 
and the 
Zealand- 


a (€ 


‘| MIGHT NOT 
COME BACK? mc 


MIRROR SPORT 
REPORTER 

NORDON PIRIE will not 

return to Britain after 

the Melbourne Olympics in 

November—if he decides to 

settle in Australia or New 
Zealand. 

Pirie told B.B.C.  tele- 
viewers last night: 

“JT have been consider- 
ing emigrating for about a | 
year now but I have not 
made any definite plans 
yet. 

“IF 1 DECIDE TO 
EMIGRATE I WOULD 
STAY OUT THERE. 
THERE WOULD NOT BE 
MUCH SENSE IN MAK- 
ING A DOUBLE JOUR- 
NEY.” 

Pirie fs due to marry 
sprinter Shirley Hampton 
in London this month 
three days before he leaves 
for the Olympic Games. 

Shirley is in favour of a 
| home in Australia. 

Last night, her mother. 
Mrs. Harold Hampton 
sai If they like Aus- 


y may stay the 


may even go ourselves in 
the future.” 

Organisers of tomorrow's 
international meeting in 
Bergen, Norway, said last 
night that the refusal of 
the A.A.A, to let Pirle, 
Bryan Hewson and Roger 
Dunkley run there was a 
“ BOMBSHELL.” 

Jack Crump, A.A.A, sec- 
retary, said yesterday: “We 
think that they have done 
enough racing until next 
week.” 


> small piece of 
ids) between 


contract he 
paint 
years 


asked the firm to relez 


so that he can emigrate. 


He 
vear-old 

Hampton 

below 
rain. 


sprinter 


c 
in yesterday's 


flance 


pi 


In-a-whirl 
Pirie 
crashes 
—twice 


By FRANK ROSTRON 


(CORDON PIRI (“Um 
X all in a whirl”) ran 
his fastest 1.500 metres last 
night, beat Chris Chataway, 
and lost—-to a German. 
The crowd of 35.000 packing 
the White City to see the 
floodiit, international meeting 
organised by the Daily Express 
saw Klaus Richtzenhain win 
In. 43secs * 
a second 
s third. 
“all in & 
the advice of 
Gerschler, he 


w St, 
his German coac 
made an cleve 
» the 800 

n he fix 
athlete Shirley 
Sepieme 
before he su 


Olwmpic 


ampton (Cer 


14 two davs 


- Melbourne and 


vases td dtLING Luar ol cheers from 45,000 
A, people hailed Gordon Pirie’s magnificent 
effort to bid farewell to the White City with a 
victory in the 1,500 metres race last night. 

Pirie made a terrific effort, but, although he beat 


See his previous best time for the distance by seven-tenths k , . ee ‘TORY TROPHY ” 
of a setond. he was beaten into second place by the 4 MILES RELAY for the VicTO 
East German champion of last y sar, Klaus Richtzen- (4x1 Mile) 


hain. r 
Pirie and Chris Chutaway, ° 
who were making their last 
appearances in big-time ath-°- 
lelies In this country, were 


5 3 » London 
i i "ow, ive ter the 1914-18 War by the 
» “Victory Trophy” was given af ] 14-18 ia Bonen 
ae ke canh to Upaceniorie the Allied Victory, on cell ae 
— ‘competition for a 4x440 Yards Relay Race. 9% GUNNEM 
gna by thea Achilles Club, who then re-presented it ay a perpetua phy 
in 1926 by the A , 


Eee 2 ile Relay Race. 
expected to battle out this race, for annual competition for a ant mie (a pales ic CLus, 17 min. 16 sec. 
but Chataway could do no better * Previous Best Performance—1\952: WALTON ‘ fay 4gcec.. Great 
than get into third place, three itish (National) Record and World's Record—16 min. ree 1953 
gordi Poe prin ee ‘Northern Ircland Team, White City, London,, Ist Aug., fb 
ritain @ 


Richtzenhain’s time was Smin, > : Y 
43sec.—weil outside the record—— pei G Af 


but the German ran so clever a 
race that once he had taken the - 
Jead in 1} third lap he never 
looked like losing it 

Pirie was : 
first lan ty 


Ae Haktiguara Pare __14sb 


second 
Day 


grave Larvi who ¢ 

t last moment. Chatag y was 

; sixth but in the bend 
he came up to pags ind it 
looked as if the hopes of the } 


crowd were going to be fi 
by the spectacle of an all-B 
tussle at the finish. 


Brave effort 


| 
It was not to be, Richtzenhain, | 
running well within himself, took | 
the lead the third time round, pass- 
ing Chataway, Alan Gordon and 
Pirie in turn, 
The Scen® was thus set for a 


thr: Sh and it was here that 
Pj if he sensed the unsaid 
pra} S of the spectators, made jis 
brave effort to snatch the victory, 

He moved up smoothly and 
steadily and, within Sight of the 
tape, actually levelled with the 
German. 

Together they raced shoulder to 
Shoulder amid’ the excited uproar. 
Richtzenhain, however, was not to 
be robbed of the success which he 
had 60 obviously planned with 
meticulous care, 

As the tape came into view, the 
German lengthened his stride and, 
in A magnificent burst, he got home 
4-l0ths of a second ahead of Pirie, 

Chataway was 20 yards away in 
3min. 46.4sec. and at no time did he 
threaten to give really serious chal- 
lenge to either the German or Pirie, 

t ig interesting to note that the 
last time Pirie and Chataway met 
Was three years ago when Pirie won 
Over a mile. 

Pirie has made a niche for 
self in the annals of British ath tics 
and if he definitely decides, as I 
think he will, to emigrate to New 
Zealand after the Olympic Games:at 
Melbourne, he will take with him 
the pood wishes of everybody in this 
country. 


nim- 


3 uffing of the baton 
N m ae here as Peter 
Driver sends Gordon Pirie 
away on the last leg of the 
four-by-one mile relay at 
Hurlingham Park, London. 
Gordon did his mile in 4min. 
9.4sec., but his team, South 
London Harriers, failed by 
19.4sec. in their bid to lower 
the world record set up by 
Walton AC in 1953. Laurie 
Reed and Roland Langridge 
ran the first two legs for 
South London, who totalled 
17min, 0.4sec, 


Relay Record Bid Fails 


i A. G. 

, on Harriers, with D, A. 
Reigate bo the last leg, failed pian 
oi t to break the world 4 =A ae 
eelay record on Saturday at Hur y ay 
reley hy ndon The record of min. 
ties was set up by a British team in 
4lsec. was § 
1953. 

t on won C 
oeun Soy Harriers 


[t's all over... Klaus Richtzenhain, of East metres at White City after resisting 
Germany, reaches the tape to win the 1,500 tremendous challenge by Gordon Pirie. 


WELL, THAT'S IT, CHRIS... / 


y over 400yd. 
by in 17min. 


Odes i h was i5.65e¢., better ae 
hey eeting cord. 9 
s meeting re . 

ped : first mile in 4min, gre 
RL e the second in 4min. 
BY ase d P. B. Driver the third Ly 
que ec “with the world recor¢ 
Sate . Pirie ran the last leg in 
ou oO 


4min. 


A dozen policeme 
needed to control 
of friends and well-wis 
side Caxton Hall tod 
Gordon Pirie, the runn 
to represent Britain 
_Olympic Games, marr 
Shirley _Hampton, one 

; champion sprinters. 

| Hands clasped in th 
above, they drive to tl 
tion seated on the h 
sports car. 

The day after tomor! 
who is 25, leaves for M 
His bride will follow 
October 27. She will be 
his wife, and not as a re 
tive of Britain. She 
picked for the team. 

Her friend, Miss Jean 
who was at the weddi 
has been picked. 


rr wo of Britain’s 
fiercest track rivals, 
Gordon Pirie and Chris ——___ 
Chataway, ~ have been! minute mile, have been 
training this week in/|concentrating on fast 
secret... TOGETHER. ee ‘ in 
" at was the basis o 
ware gee Oa eg os Bannister’s preparation. 
MINUTE MILE when they When I saw Pirie, Chat- 
race against each other at| away and Brasher, there 
Manchester on Saturday. | was almost a conspira- 
And they may| torial air as they jogged 
crack the world record— | "ound, heads together in 


| 
| 

conversation in between | 
eth aga meet by dake their bursts of sprinting. 


Pink satin 

Shirley, whose hon 
Pirie and Chataway have | 
been running at the Duke Persona 


Crofton Road, Orpingt 
wore pale pink for her 
On her head was a 
pale pink flowers with 
down the back. Her | 
brocade wedding dress 
princess style and was 
short length. She w 
satin slippers. 

Pirie, whose home 
Coulsden, Surrey, ar 
Caxton Hall with his n 


of York’s barracks off the 
busy Kings-road, Chelsea. This get-together has 
this week. been 2 persona) affair. An 
Pirie, world record-ho!der | Amateur Athletics Associa- 
of the 3,000 and 5,000] tion official said he knew 
metres, eee set 7 pet nothing about it. 
on @ -tour-minute mile. He told me: “It cer- 
a bol time to date is tainly has-nothing to do 
‘He and Chataway, aided mine a ll le 
by Chris Brasher who J 
helped in Roger Bannis- But whatever Chataway 
ter’s history-making four-|and Pirie plan for Man- 


$e sneer 


| @ What's this? Why, it’s those old rivals Gordon Pirie and Chris 
4 Chataway training together in London this week. . They race 
against each other over a mile on Saturday. 


PIRIE MISSES HIS _ 
FAREWELL RACE 


({ ORDON PIRIE, Britain’s wonder long-distance runner, 
will not run in the mile event in the floodlit athletics 

meeting at White City (Manchester) tonight. He was to 
have run against Chris Chataway and Derek Ibbotson. 
It was to have been Pirie’s fare- ————__—__ 

well race in Britain. He marries 

sprinter Shirley Hampton on 

Monday, and leaves on Thursday 

for Australia and Olympic Games 

preparation, 

_ At his Coulsdon (Surrey) home! 

Ast night, Pirie’s brother Peter | 

said: ‘“ Gordon staved in bed 

“esterday and today since his 

tnnoculations.”’ 
A great pity Gordon hag to drop 

a) Ibbotson. like Chataway, has 

eady achieved a — sub-four- 

lute mile, and between them 

three might have produced 

something memorable, 


caceemwamemnieae aiid 


NOY ENOUGH PUFF 


“XY ORDON PIRIE, Marrying sprinter 
x ab Caxton Hall tomorrow, Should have said “1 
do” ina new suit made by his pal, tailor Brian llewson. 
: _ But with sO many things on his mind, Gordon 
es 10 aoee patterns until too late I only hope 
e doesnt turn up in that Russia ack ut giy 
to bon by Bae. é i 1 track suit given 
jlalking of Pirie —he was beaten by a newcomer 
athletics last week at a secret midday 
in London. . 
Name of the newcomer was Max 


Shirley Hampton 


to 
training session 


i . Happy smiles and waves from record-breaking runner G 
Never look behind is a golden rule for 


Pirie and his bride, sprinter Miss Shirley Hampton, as 
Bygraves—but athletes on the track, but Olympic leave Caxton Hall Register Office in an open car today 
you need net start worrying. Max was filming fo runner Gordon Pirie j i their wedding. Gordon was showing no signs of the | 
a TV bm ming for e ignores it as he xOTCO! L: vw 
a TV_ programme this week, and the way be shot past ee Sete Sa el be id 3 a A aris M bs 
the Puff-Puff man WAS Nnt «all t# wetcre Sd ar 


MRS. PIRIE HAS A PRIZE 


A BAFFLER for the bride 
i '. .. How can sprinter 
Shirley Pirie, 14 days 
married, take to the other 
side of the world the scores 
of medals, plaques, cups, 
china and other trophies she 
and her husband, Gordon, 
have acquired between them? 
Freight charges to New 
Zealand, where they intend 
to settle after the Olympic 
Games, are “ fantastic.” 
With only two weeks to go 
hefore Shirley sails, she still 


hasn't found a company pre- 


NBS. GORDON 


PROBLEM - 


pared to offer a price she 
thinks “even reasonable.” 

_ Merely packing and send- 
ing them to the docks would 
cost over £50. 

Why not leave them 
behind? “No fear,” says 
Shirley. . 

Today they are stacked all 
around the house in Orping- 
ton, Kent, where Mrs. Pirie 
still lives with her parents. 


PIRIE SAILS 


Mrs. Gordon Pirie —sprinter Sheila Hampton—waves from 
the deck of the liner Arcadia, which left Tilbury today. Mrs. 


Pirie is joining her husband 


in Melbourne, where he is 


training for the Olympic Games, 


A new evening gown goes into 
the travelling case as Mrs. Gordon 
Pirie packs at her parents’ home 
in Orpington for the journey to 
Australia. She sails from Tiibury 
on Monday, and hopes to meet 
her husband in Melbourne two 
days before the Olympic Games 
start next month. After the 
Games Mr. and Mrs. Pirie are to 
live in New Zealand. 


Olympic News 
— 


PIRIE FLIES TO-NIGHT 
TO MELBOURNE 


HE MAY BE BACK 


By A Special Correspondent 


Gordon Pirie, advance guard of 
the British Olympic athletics 
team, leaves London to-night by 
air for Melbourne to prepare for 
his task of running in the 10,000 
and 5,000 metres. 

He said in a television interview 
last night that he and his wife (the 
former Shirley Hampton) have no 
plans about their future in New 
Zealand, where they are to emigrate 
after the Games. They may both be 
back, representing New Zealand, for 
the Empire Games in Cardiff in 1958. 


THANK You 
SAYS PIRIE 


(, ORDON PIRIE made 
his farewell appearance 

on B.B.C. _ television's 
Sportsview last nights He 
leaves today for the 


Olympics in Melbourne, 
After the Games he and 
his wife, Shirley, intend 
to settle in New Zealand, 

Pirie said: “I don't think 
I could live without ath- 
letics. I hope I can put 
back into New Zealand 
sport something in ex- 
change for what I have 
learned from British 
sport. 

“This is all very overe 
whelming for me. 
would like to thank 
everybody for what they 
have done to help me.” 


| 
} 
) 
} 
| 
i 
\ 
| 


Makoue 


TOP British gold medal chance for the 

Olympic Games, middle-distance runner Gor- 

don Pirie sheltered from the rain by an air 

hostess when he arrived at Essendon from 
Britain yesterday. * ~ 


Gordon Pirie anid 
Frank Sando, long 
distance runners in 
the Olympic Ganies. 
are seen aboard an 
NSU “PrRiRAa” 
scooting through 
the Olympic village 
near Melbourne. 


& Gorden Pirie (centre) splashes through the mud 


at 
presp¢ 


Victoria, ~vith Australian middle-distance 
ets Merv Lincoln (left) and Ron Clarke, while 
training for the 5,600 and 10,000 metres. 


me 


PIRIE PUTS 
HIS FEET UP 


Resting in Melbourne with 
track shoes by his bed was 
Olympic Gold Medal hope 
Gordon Pirie. He flew to Aus- 
tralia but his Olympic sprinter 
bride Shirley Hampton - sails 
there later this month. — 


2 TAME, 


—= ra rr Sa Ta ert 


uetRaua. [9 


PIRIE IS BEATEN 
BY BAILEY 


SYDNEY, Saturday.—Gordon 
Pirie. Britain's Olympic runner, 


' as was easily beat ali 
GORDON PIRIE BEATEN —four-minate suet BY, 3ustratian 
Gordon Pirie, Britain's Olympic a slow invitation mile here today. 


runner, was easily beat i ; . . 
Australian four-minaite sain Dy Bailey won in 4min. 11.8sec., 


ninute miler Jim neither S i 
Bailey in a slow invitation mile in | 3 bee of hehe aa 
Sydney yesterday. Batloe me a nowy on race of it, after a 63sec, 
atiematin es _Beither runner " iptele Gane to Syd 

ake a race of it, Oo Sydney because 
after a 63sec first lap. The com. of the ban on’ international 


petitors had to contend with a 


strong cross-wind competition in Melbourne before 


the Olympic Games, 


JIM BAILEY hits the tape * 


Hus <k i) Li A ee iL 


BEN DIGO, Saturday.— 
Gordon Pirle gave us a shock 
in t pre-Olympic meeting 


here ty. A surprise runner 
Im a two-mile race, he was a 
jaded. ‘abouring athlete over 
the las: nalf-mile. In the last 
lap he was actually headed by 
Keny coloured Nyandyka 


and, although Pirie won. his 

time of 83min. 51.2sec. was not 

a good as that done by Chris 
rasher at Geelong 

2 g on 

Wednesd; ° 


could find 
av except “ The 
take everything out 


Nyancvsa tried hard to hang 
on to e but he was losing 
ground 1 by yard after the 
first t} uarters of a mile. 


The m ume was 4min 18sec 
and P schedule was not far 
behind ualling Ken Woods’ 
British td of 8min. 34.8sec 


A tired listiess Pirie 
last two laps 
dyka caught up with 
n the American. Bil] 
came roaring after 
ver the last 200 yards 
ed himself to pass 
Sut Pirie was fading 
:e finish 
f this small town. 
used to mine goid 
In good numbers for 
est athletics meeting 
d been a rush job. 
SS track was not in 
an, but the weather 
1a pleasant cl ange 
urne deluges of 


again a 
Peop! 
where 


Pirie training drive 
sets Village arguins 


From HARRY CARPENTER: Melbourne, Friday 


ORDON PIRIE’S gamble is the talk of Olympic Villa: 
He is outstripping conventional training methods in | 
attempt to beat Russia’s Viadimur Kuts in the 10,000 met 
next Friday. British athletes, watching wide-eyed his tor 


running, tip him to take the 5,000 metres as well. 

As usual, Pirie is the centre 
controversy, and this is 
training schedule, carried | 
religiously twice a day, that | 
made even Emil Zatopek sit 
and take notice. 


In approximately ihr. 15n 
Pirie covers nearly ten mi 
with staccato bursts of f 
running and laps of e¢ 
jogging. 

Little Frank Sando. fr 
Kent, who shares a room w 
Pirie and will line up with | 
when the gun goes for 
10,000 metres, winced as he ft 


me: “Gordon’s_ training 
hard I just can’t keep up \ 
him.” 


The punishment Pirie igs | 
ing himself is called “ inter 
training.” Coaches advise 
for distances up to 5.000 met 
Only one other man in 
world has attempted to ad 
it to the longer distance. T 
is Hungary's Sandor Iha 
who, unhappily. will not be c 
peting at the Olympics. 

It’s an ironic thought t 
Emil Zatopek, the original | 
man of athletics, who explc 
new limits to which the hur 
body can be driven tn races 
saying here that Pirie is wre 

Zatopek advocates a qu 
slow, quick-slow style of train 
without ever pulling up. 
keeps this up for 15 miles. 

He thinks Kuts will beat P 
But his wife, Dana, disag 
This shows you how they 


MELBOURNE, — Gordon Pirie a rallié jeudi le village olympique ou arguing over our Gordon: 

il a rejoint ses camarades anglais. Il s’entraine, mais il pleut et il 

fait froid... C’est pourquoi le Britannique a enfilé deuzt survérements Cordon says 7. 

dont celui de V'équipe d'U.R.S.S. qu’il a échangé contre le sien récem- 

ment ad Londrés, a Vocceasion du match manque Grande-Bretagne- Vou ‘cant get away teow 
U.R.S.S., le tout sous un manteau de pluie. fact that the Zatopek met 


won him three gold medai 
Helsinki. But Pirie says: "V 
_ Was good enough four years 
means nothing at Melbournt 

This Pirie-Kuts duel has e: 
one so fascinated that no o 
runner in the 10,000 is ever 1 
tioned. 

Pirie is still entering ¢€ 
detail of every training stin 
his little black book, whic} 
has kept since 1953. But inr 
ways he seems to me a4 cha 
man. 

He lay in bed and cra 
jokes. He described how 
and the r of the Rus: 
were out training all day, 
said: ‘ Thev're doing too m! 
pany Kans: TY the man whe 
been the gr 2st fanati 
training ever known to B: 
athletics 


) 3 | LOT aS ADSUL OC ye Le a 
k pm ZS will leave its mark on him for the rest of his life. 
—_-- + instantly that Pirie would never 
i cei ¢ Pirie can never be the ‘nish in the first three. 
ca fs NO me again. For a moment you wondered 
M EI. Bo uj le st a6 t whether he would finish at all, 
ie oe alata ,.. Vladimir Kuts, the relent- 4. the lagging second group of 
\ 7 less Russian, not only ran yynners passed him. one by 
IGs Britain’s long - distance one, in the remaining pitiful 
pe. eae prima donna _  into_ the four laps. 
ground, he tore apart Pirie’s | First, Kovacs, of Hungary... 


i and then_ Lawrence, of Australia 
psychological seoele, h, °-:-,Krzyszkowiak, of Poland... 
left it strewn in the harsh, | i FOlaNG 

\ ; and plucky Ken Norris, who ran 

¢ red rust of the cinder track. magnificently into fifth place. 

SO MH ETRE The crying pity of it all, -Kuts belted to the tape, one 

peer ASS eee eo “ purely from the British point arm raised as if he were bear: 

Of view, is that next week eek ing the Olympic torch. Nearly 

is needed in the 5,000 metres, g jap behind. Pirie limped in. 

where eT ane run out of seventh i in hg 

—an exce:ient chance acl dying seconds by ower, Oo 
one, two, three in the final. Australia. 


No respite Shoes off 


| If Pirie were a boxer, he Pirie.tore off his shoes, hurled 
! would be earnestly advised to one angrily away—then walked 
- geek several weeks’ recuperation up to Kuts to shake hands. 
after such a hiding. As it is, Derek Ibbotson, Pirie’s col- 
he must run again on Monday league in the 5,000, loped over 
in the heats. 6 from the crowd to pat Pirie 
The British selectors’ insist- consolingly on the shoulder. 
ence that he attempt both the Kuts’s time of 28min, 45.6sec. 
jong-distance track classics is beat Emil Zatopek’s Olympic 
now seen to be a gross error of record by 31.4sec., but missed 
judgment. his own world best by 15.2sec. 
Pirie did not bend slowly Kovacs and _ Lawrence also 
under pressure. He cracked and clivved Zatovek’s record. 
crumpied. Pirie’s words to me afterwards 
For 20 grinding laps he hung were: “I don’t think I could 
over the stocky, blond figure in ever beat Kuts over 10.000 
front like some long, pale metres. He ran the legs off me. 
| wraith. I counted six blinding “In the 16th lap he started 
| spurts from Kuts; each time to go slow!y and then produced 
| Pirie went with him. being some tremendous sprints. I 
dragged to breaking point. ° think I cotild have finished 
\ The pace was scorching. An second if I had ignored them. 
{| exhausted Burmese collapsed at As it was, I had a job to finish, 
| the side of the track wrenching Those last four laps were like a 
the shoes from his blistered marathon.” 


browr feet. 
Tredden on 


Scorching pace 

| eee Kuts, unquestionably the 
Turex, the American, had greatest long-distance runner in 

stopped running when Kuts the world since Zatopek, com- 

and Pirie lapped him 12th time plained mildly that Pirie had 

round. Kuts knuckled the trodden on his heels several 

sweat out of his eyes and times He thought he might 


, SETTING THE TRAP, Kuts pounds out ahead of surprised Pirie in series of killing 
bursts, drains Briton’s strength and sets him up for the coup de grace on the 20th lap. 


| pounded on. have broken his world record if 
| From time to time he rolled the track had been faster, and 
wide on the bends, motioning said he could easily have pro- Gordon Pirie has done this ; beat this man Kuo? The 
| Pirie with a wave of the hand duced several more laps at before. The handshake of a | Russian beams. Gordon can still 
' ta come past. _, Speed if required. _ loser for a victor. Can nothing smile. 
Not unti] the 20th lap did 


Pirie accept — to have the r 
| bitterly galling experience of E 

| seeing Kuts flash past him 
' effortlessly. 

A lap and a half later came 


} 

b 

i 

t viel crack-up. His head sud- 

A denly swayed, the giant stride 
faltered and broke to a feeble 
trot. And there was Kuts 
sprinting away 10, 20. 50 
yards ahead ...and you knew 


SPRINGING THE TRAP, kuts slows down, moves to outside lane forcing the re- 
luctant Pirie to take over the lead. Kuts then charged out ahead of demoralized rival. 


BREAKING THE TAPE in Olympic record time of 28 min., 45.6 sec., Kuts finishes 


55 yards ahead of nearest rival. Pirie, worn down by Kuts’s strategy, finished eichth. 


a 


Here is the 10,000 metres. ‘‘ For 20 grinding laps Pirie hung over the stoct 


Lo 


_—_ 


HERE was no doubt in the Olympic 5,000 
metres this afternoon as to who was the 
master, just as there was no doubt in the 
10,000 on Friday. 


Kuts, the tough, fair haired, irrepressible Russian sailor, ranted 
his three British rivals into the ground and bounded home alone,@ 
fresh and exuberant 90 yards 
ahead of the first of them. 


A mile from home Chris Chata- 
way, Derek Ibbotson and Gordon 
Pirie were at Kuts's heels. runn 
together like the Finns of old, 50 
yards ahead of the rest of the 
world. It was a fine sight to 


rhisb eyes even, uf ute logked Above: Moment of hope. Pirie and Ibbotson track 


r s agging. . 

ewigiit penta Kuts in the 5,000 metres 
His laps, around 66sec, had so far es 

been fairly level. Now he spurted 

and suddenly the race was over. 


Surprisingly, the most fancied of 
the other three, Chataway, who had 
only recently moved up to second 
place, cracked most completely. 
dropping back swiftly as Pirie did on 
Friday. 


FINAL EFFORT 


Inevitable Result 


Pirie and Ibbotson, who had been 
second and third for most of the race. 
passed him and for a lap strove to 
close a 15-yard gap. Kuts merely 
unleashed another spurt and they 
had to accept the inevitable. 

It is a measure of this remarkable 
man’s ability that two and a half 
laps from home in an Olympic fins 
the last doubt as to who would wi 
had been removed. 


He went on remorselessly with a 
rolling shrug of his shoulders. broke 
the tape after a last lap of 62sec and 
once again jogged round his lap of 
triumph to a thunderous ovation. 


The Australians love a_ great 
runner as they .love-a great horse 
and this one has a_ particularly 
cheerful, friendly personality. As 
someone said, he has something to be 
cheerful about. 


Pirie found a turn of foot in the 
straight which took him into second 
place in front of Ibbotson. Chataway. , 
all the life gone from him, finished 
11th. 


4 MIN 25-SEC MILE 


“Slow Track ” 
Kuts had Jed after the first 100 


CONGRATULATIONS: Gordon Pirie (right) 


and Velisa Mugosa_ (Jugoslavia), whom os PS = ee A oe 
Pirie just beat in the 5000 metres first heat, s He did not have to beat Pirie’s world 

7 som . . ey : ‘ record, though on what he after- 

both extend the hand of “Olympic” friendship ik: Se eee, Shae Me Bile 
as they reach the tape. se , was 21sec inside Zatopek’s Olympic 


record. Such are the standards of 
distance running nowadays. 


Pirie was 18sec outside his world 
record and obviously would have 
been nearer if he had not run in 
the 10,000 metres on Friday. 

But as Kuts has run at Melbourne 
it needed a superman to beat him 
Ibbotson ran his fastest 5,000 metres 
by 3sec. Though easing near the 
end. 

The completeness of Chataway: 
collapse was explained afterwards ry 
, the news that he had been seized wy 
‘stomach cramp. It was indeed the 
; most unsatisfactory part of the race 
that he should not have been able 

to fight out a finish with his, old 
enemy. 


s 
There was considerable confidence KUTS Sresse 
among those who have been training - . 

with him, though it may have been the line in the 
asking a lot of him to repeat his 


famous victory of two years ago al 
the White City. 5000 metres. Be- 


He was then at the peak of his 
career, Kuts was newly arrived in hind, at the turn 


the top class, with immense scope tor 
improvement. The time then was : . 
13min 51.8sec. Now it was 13sec into the straight, 
‘faster. Kuts has made his improve- : 


} ment. is Ibbotson, with 


EI ee 


Pirie just about 


ae ee, ee! Se 


MN 
\ 


Easy for Pirie 
im 1500 metres 


ORDON PIRIE, world record holder 

for the 5000 metres, did not give 

his opponents a “look-in” at any stage 

of the Invitation 1500 metres event at 
Olympic Park on Saturday. 


He went to a lead of; Rain an hour before the 
20 yards over Ron Clarke| scheduled 2.30 p.m. start 
}nearly caused the meeting 


be postponed, but the 
ground recovered well. 


and Derek Fife (Yal- 
lourn), in the second lap| %° 
and this order was nob| 
changed for the remain- 
der of the race. 

In the _ final furlong, 
Clarke made an attempt to 
bridge the gap, but Pirie, 
still running confidently, 
had too much in reserve. 

Clarke was happy, how- 
ever. He considers that 
running against Pirie is 
great experience and wants 
to have as many _ races 


" CY ORDON PIRIE’S, 
elder brother: 

Peter, 27, has married’ 
in secret. His bride at. 
ancient Heston Church 
yesterday was 23-years- 


old Mary Benge. 

They have been friends, 
for more than two years.; 
Miss Benge has_ been: 
regularly to White City to 
watch Peter and Gordon: 
run when they were. both; 
members of South; 
London Harriers. 

“We don’t know where! 
they've gone for their honey- 
moon” father 
Alec Pirie, 
also a run 
ner, told me. 
“The only 
thing Mary 
would say 
was ‘We're 
going to 
China.’ ” 

M iiss 
Benge, 
whose home 
is at Houns- 
low, met 
Peter while 
working in 
the same 
branch of 
Lloyd's Bank 
at Knights- 
bridge, Both 
left their jobs 
on Saturday. 

They are 
emigrating 
on April 8 to 
Canada. He 
has had two 
or three 
‘offers of jobs 
in Canada. 


He and Gordon? No, 
Gordon went his elder 


there for a hrother Peter 
“yunning 
holiday” in 1955. 


Flags 


spoil 


record bid 


(GORDON P 


IRIE, Brit- 


ish Olympic run- 
ner, beat the Austra- 
lian two miles record 
with a time of 8 min. 


44.6 sec. at 
national 
meeting at 


an inter- 
athletics’ 
Prahran 


oval yesterday. 

He was disallowed the 
record, however, because 
the flags were incorrectly 


placed around 


star Gordon 


the track. 
fy & 
fy. 
4 | pA? 


Pirie easily 


won the three miles race, 


'in which Clarke did not 


compete, but 
|this race was t 
formance of G 
(Coburg), in 
ond, 


highlight of 
he good per- 
eoff Fleming 
coming sec- 


British Olympic distance] 


| 
| 


| 


Gordon Pirie 


wracz do formy. 


Adelaide (Australia) wygral bieg na 


i500 lm 


dobrym czasie 3:45,é. 


BRITISH distance runner 
Gordon Pirie using foot- 
Weights at Findlays gym- 
nasium yesterday. He is 
receiving advice from 
Australian professional 
tennis star Frank Sedg- 
man. Pirie will leave 
Australia on January 3 
for New Zealand where 
he intends to settle. He 
is one of the few lead- 
ing British track athletes 
who uses weights in 
training. 


ririe ine settler 


wife, former Shirley Hampton, in this first picture of their arrival 
in Wellington. The Piries stayed with friends In Sydney 
after competing in the Olympic Games and now Gordon’s hope 
is that New Zealand towns will adopt a national scheme to 
provide running tracks for the nation’s youth, 


- 

Pat Ds Laon 
Ww ehLiit Gtort 
But in voicing his views, Pirie 

does so auietly and with an 

obvious intent to convince you by 
logic and by the not inconsider- 
able practical application he has 
given them. Incidentally, he pro- 
nounzes his name in the old Scots 
manner, and not Pie-ree or Pee- 
ree, as many Wellingtonians are 
so fond of terming a street of that 
name in the capital. 

BICYCLE BUILT FOR TWO 

Tall (well over six feet) and 
gangling, he nevertheless didn’t 
take long to learn to pilot a 
motor scooter round the capital, , 
with his wife on the rear seat. 


Shirley Pirie (nee Hampton) is a 
very nice girl and, between the 
two of them, some athletic centre 
in New Zealand is going to be ~ 
lucky. 

Shirley isn’t a world record- 
holder like her 26-year-old hubby, 
but on her English times. it would 
take someone in Joy Crotty’s class 
to beat her over a sprint, and she 
is a very useful all-round per- 
former as well. ; 

The Piries are having a good 
look round New Zealand before 
they settle down, which seems a 
pretty good idea to us. 

“We want to find a place where 
we feel at home,” says Gordon, 
“and then we'll try and get a job 
there. Naturally if we get any of- 

‘ fers, we are going to look pretty 
closely at them, wherever they 
come from.” 

Shirley is a clerical worker, and 
Gordon gave up banking to ac- 
cept a job as a paint salesman in 
England. before they decided that 
New Zealand might be a nice sort 
of place to settle in. 


[ now seems almost 


certain that Gordon: 


Pirie will be seen on our 
running tracks again this 
summer, 

This news reaches me from 
1954 AAA three-miles cham- 
pion Freddie Green, who is in 
Auckland, New Zealand, on 
business, 


Kuts again? 


(, REEN visited Pirie the 

other day at his new 
home in Palmerston North. 
And Pirie told him of his 
plans for a short tour of 
Europe with his wife 

This raises the exciting 
prospect of Pirie trying to win 
back the AAA six miles title 
which he lost to Ken Norris 
last season. 

Also the possibility of a re- 
turn match with his Olympic 
conqueror, Viadimir Kuts, in 
the Great Britain-Russia inter- 
national at White City on 
August 24. 


Pirie Athlete 
Of The Year 


Gordon Pirie (South London 
H) now living in New Zealand, 
has been awarded the Jackson 
Memorial Cup by the Amateur 
Athletic Association as the out- 
standing athlete of the year 

As the award is given to 
athletes born in the United 
Kingdom Chris Brasher, 
Britain’s only track Gold Medal 
winner at the Melbourne Olym- 

| pic Games, was not considered. 
-He was born in British Guiana. 
; Last year Pirie broke world 
irecords for 3,000 and 5,000 
imetres, and gained the silver 
medal at the 5.000 metres in the 
Olympic Games. He will visit 
London in June. 


PIRIE PLATS A VV PRED Live WrIivik 


Gordon Pirie, lying second to 
Gerry North (12), Blackpool 
and Fylde A.C., in the first lap 

of the two-mile race at Harris | 


~ Stadium, Fallowfield, Manches- ' Pirie victory 


ter, which he won in 9min. 


* 0.4sec. Behind Pirie is Leslie ie ORDON PIRIE, making his 
Cooper (Manchester and Dis- H first appearance in Eng- 
i trict Lads’ Club Harriers), land since the Olympics, had 


Ronnie Carroll (18), Man- an easy victory in an invitation 
chester A.C; Joe Salt (13), focal race at : Fallowfield, 
Rochdale Harriers, and Peter Manchester, last night. 
Thompson’ (20), Manchester Pirie, who beat Brian Hall 
A.C, (Manchester District Lads’ 
Club) by 30 yards, clocked 
Qmin. 0.4sec. 


; Merv Lincoln, in his first appearance in New 
Zealand recently, won over the mile in 4:01.8 
easily beating his main local rival, and Gor j 
Pirie, who finished a long way back third 7 
The race was run at Dunedin. It was 
Lincoln’s second fastest time, His best is 


4:00.6 behind John Landy in the 1956 Vic- 
torian State championships. ; 


THOSE feet were certainly hot. 


‘ Mery. Li F ’ 
spikes to relax after winning the incoln took off his running 


mile race 


La ’ 


M Le. 7 i 0 dK SP ( A 


Is. 


= 7 = : S 
ENS iH E 
=” ee : : Gordon Pirie gets a helping 
hand from his wife Shirley as 
he limbers up at Fallowfield, 
Manchester. He runs his first 
race since his return from 
New Zealand at this track on 
Tuesday in fulfilment of a 
promise he made to Reg 
Harris. He will take part in 
the two-miles event 


The Pirie service 


Ay ex ORISTS orderin g 
petrol at a garage jn 
Auckland, New 7 and 
blinked twice when rved 
at top speed by a tal!. ‘oose- 
limbed attendant wes:'ne 
track suit. 7 
Could it be Gordon Pirie ? 


a 


a was. The famous British | CT i 
ie Lire? — been fill- - Fe, Ri a (- 2) Te 

8 in wi Odd jobs while p UM : AGI nm 
awaiting his return to Eng- { as oe =e ‘ ese a # f 


San aes eee aed 


land this month with his 
wife, former internationa! 
runner Shirley Hamp:5 


Deluge fails to spoil 
Kodak sports 


NO PACE-MAKER FOR PIRIE 
IN INVITATION MILE 


WORLD record holder Gordon Pirie disappointed 
crowds hoping for an outstanding performance at the 
Kodak sports at Harrow-view on Saturday, when he 
clocked 4 minutes 18.6 seconds in a mile race that could 
only be described as mediocre. 

He lacked a real pace-maker 
and kept with the field until 
the final 220 yards, when he 
fought off his best challenger, 
gallant C. E. French, of 
Shaftesbury Harriers, to win by 


about five yards. French's time 
was 4 mins. 20.4 secs., with A. 
Collins, also of Shaftesbury 
Harriers, third in 4 mins. 


‘ugodystansowiec angielski Gordon 
Przyjacielskiej pogawedce 
_ Waldemara Gerschlera. 
Spedzili Swieta Wielk 


Pirie ze swoja zo- ) 
z 13-letnia Gisela Gerschler 
‘Panstwo Pirie, mieszkajacy 
anocne u rodziny Gerschlerow. 


- . ye he can run on 
ee the implied threat a at “uur oe 
Sher to man appearance at the White City Conien| 
tae y in the mile at Woodside on Monday. The hi ‘al 
a one ny seems to have been taken by Bel 
etics officials f ‘itain’s ; i : 
oe S left Britain's most controversial runner 
Pirie arrived at the W i 
es g oodside tr 
ee before the scheduled sie 
Nad a Car-seat nap, and tl : 
in 4min. 15.8sec. eye 


Tt was 4 Pann, ~ ; 
sad mda Fs hae One effort, but it did lower the 
; best g e set up by Brian Hews 
oes me ) an Hewso 7O year. 
«sec. And Pirie got a warm cor vt SE AE a 
ovation as he breasted the tape alagd Poe 
a good 40yds. ahead of Watford/4min.. 
Harriers George Howard 

Howard, however, y 
: ) d, ever, ran well t 
fa. oe time for the Aietnnen 

: - Oo Sec., and for the first 
two laps kept close to Pirie. ‘ening 
man home was another local runner. 


ack at 130 pm— 
t of the meeting— 
ut to win the mile ** 


who produced 
finishing burst ; Ir 
ae to clock 


{ 
| 


George Howar , 
ard, Watford's pr 3 
on Gordon Pirie, Be ee 


2 yo g ao : 
Later, Pirie pullet > ung athlete, as he runs in close 


away to win by nearly TSsec 


invihees Roney 


2 , 


RO (Hes icici 


| The new Pirie they are calling Laurie Reed. >] 
old South London Harrier. These pictures Hew 
See how Reed masters Gordon Pirie and Ken . 
win the ‘ 


-year- 
why. 
Norris to 
three-mile race at Chiswick. Norris 
Reed and Pirie speed away. Then Pirie t 


| Note now closely Reed's style resemb! 
But that is easily explained. Pirje 
and trained him the tough way 
Was proud on Saturday—even tt 
Pirie-like legs 


Trails as 
is lett behind. 
es that of Pirie. 
"' discovered "’ Reed 
That's why Gordon 
1ough he lost 

. Pirie-like action. Pirie-like csacentra- 
+. You see them all as Reed crosses the | ne 7 
*€ rear) could not match that finishing Burst 


tion 


(in th Pirie, 


By George Harley 
EREK IBBOTSON, 
fastest miler in the 
world now John Landy 
has retired, set up a new 
personal record for 


hustling yesterday. 

He travelled by train 
from Huddersfield to Lon- 
don, then dashed off to St. 
Helier Hospital (Surrey: to 
see his wife Madeleine and 
four-days-old daughter, 
Christine. 

He took a tavi from the 
hospital to the White City 
Stadiwm and changed into 
his running kit on the way. 

After a_ short warming- 
up spell. he beat Gorcon 
Pirie in a two-mile race in 
8m. 46.6s., best time in this 
country since Pirie’s 8m. 
42.5s. last July—and THAT 
was the fastest in the world 
in 1956. 

He had intended to ru 
off to Yorkshire on} 
6.15 p.m. train, but cou. 
make it because the 
was delayed 20 minutes. 

So Pirie drove him 
back te the hospital 
again 


mon ownning the 


i} 


Then heaten 
Pirie helps 
him out 


race and leaving the sta- 
dium, Ibbotson had_ been 
interviewed by Jack 
Crump, British team man- 
ager, about his ‘ double- 
date” in Dublin and Dar- 
lington next Monday... 


/ and had asked for his prize 


to be changed! 
The Prize 


The two miles was the 
ighlight of the Air Min 
trv sports. and first prize 
Was an electric razor. 
“Tve already got one,” 
said Ibbotson. “ May I have 
a tennis racket instead? 
Mine's getting a bit ribby.” 
The irrepressible York- 


shireman will know today - 


whether he must run in 
Dublin — against Olympic 
champion Ron Delany and 
Brian Hewson—or at Dar- 
lington on Monday. 
Organisers of both meet- 


ings have claimed him but, fit, was well satisfied with 
Mr. Crump hopes o pro-|his time of 8m. 47.86. in 
duce a “satisfactory solu-| finishing seven yards be- 
tion” after further commu-]| hind Ibbotson, who ran 
nications with Dublin and] the last quarter in 58.6s. 

Darlington. 


Pirie’s protege, Laurie 
Billy Morton, the] Reed, was third in 
Dublin promoter, sugges-|8m, 50.2s—an  improve- 


ted yesterday that the Dar-| ment of fourteen seconds 
lington meeting should be] on his previous best. 
put back one day... and 
preci that, in return} fidence to attempt to take 
nis 
Delany would run against | chance,” said Reed. 
Ibbotson there. 
Pirie, Who has been run-| matching Ibbotson's final 
ning in minor races to get} spurt.” 


“J just hadn’t the con- 
co-operation, | the lead when I had the 


“And I had no hope of 


@ lbbotson turns to 
look at Pirie— 
seven yards behind— 
as he wins the two 
miles at the White 
City yesterday. 


PIRIE BEATEN 
BY IBBOTSON 


BUT HIS RECORD tained his lead but ibaa peeves 


up to second ‘aon ae bre 

ie Ty 7] FN on the outside back I Sixth 

Sl AY Ss UNBROKEN postion. The time for the first half 
; mile was 2min 10.4sec. 

Derek Ibbotson failed to beat = ypis same tempo continued for 
the English native record for jhe next lap where the leading posi- 
14 miles by one fifth of a tions remained gee es 
. i + hid istance was reached o 
second at Paddington last half distaive MSde the | schedule 
night but won easily from yeguired to beat the record. 
Gordon Pirie, who set up the At the mile, reached in 4min 
record of 6min. 26sec.—the 23.4sec, A. J. Redrup had progressed 
world’s unofficial best time—on 10 the head of the ficld. with, Thbot. 


- pane ie bee ee 5 Ae son and Pirie in second_and third 

the same track two years ago. places close behind. — Driver had 
Ibbotson returned 6min 26.2sec, | faded badly and was clearly out of 
and Pirie 6min 28.6sec. Roger 


the race, 

Dunkley (Shaftesbury Harriers) 7 U4 lg 
was third in 6min 28.6sec. IBBOTSON IN FRONT 

A very large crowd turned up tosee Pirie Goes With Him 
the race. in whieh 12 leading runners When the bell sounded, with the 
took part. time 5min 29sec.. Ibbotson had gone 
The lead constantly changed to the front. He was followed by 
hands, Ibbotson leading for the first Alan Gordon, former Oxford Blue 
en : : Pirie and Dunkley who has just re: 
| 30 yards, alter which he was passed turned from the successful Oxfore 
ty BB Sane, and Cambridge tour of the Unitec 

Driver was still leading at the end States. = 
of the rst lap, with Pirie on his Ibbotson increased the pace during 
heels mons 1g Comtort- the last lap and only Pirie could sta} 


runni 
levee 


OE eT SNES ind GLI mete | | 


ere | 


bt 
| 
i 
ia t 
! 
f 
i : 
¥ 
a 
J Billy Morton, Hon. Secretary, Clonliffe Harriers 
i Gordon Pirie, Jack Crump (British team manager) 
| The positi ; 
| ‘mth el ee the leading runners at the start of the 
f Gbertatay tet ap in the “Stadium Mile.” J, R. Camero. | 
Just ahead of Ronnie Delany, with Ati 1 
, n 


Hewson in third place 


this point that Ostiny 4 front of Gordon Pirie. It was at 


made the burst Which i 
‘ . 
7 _ on to victory. Regen an 


And what an enthralling and 
exciting one it was. The big three, 
Delany, Hewson and Gordon Pir. 
settl down from the start, con- 
tent to let J. R. Cameron of Scot- 
Jand and J. E. Davies of Wales 
alternate in the lead. Delany 
tucked himself in behind Hewson, 
with Pirie trailing the Irishman, 
all three running in the most re- 
laxed fashion, and that was the 
pattern until the straight was 
reached entering the last of the 
five laps. 

DELANY IN FRONT 
"Then, to a resounding cheer, 
Delany surged to the front, ‘‘jump- 
ing’’ Hewson, Cameron and Davies 
as though they were standing still. 
Cameron and Davies were done with 
but Hewson and Pirie went in pur- 
suit of the now flying Irishman 
and it was Pirie who got in the 
first challenge. 

He drew abreast with Delany at 
‘the second last bend, but could not 
sustain the effort against a_ re- 
Nnewed spurt by the Irish runner, 
who quickly opened up a gap of 
about ten yards, 

Pirie disposed of, the real danger 
then loomed up. Hewson accelerated 
in. to Irish eyes quite alarming 
fashion at the start of the fifty 
yards finishing straight.. and with 
only twenty yards to the tape he 
was only two yards behind. 

But Delany found reserves to 

withstand @his fierce challenge, 


lunged forward again, and held 


8 tinal CHE LJugirm (81 


THRILLING THREE MILES 
It is no exaggeration to say that 
Pirie almost stole Delany's thunder 
in crowd-acclaim with his running 
in the three miles: and almost had 
that thunder stolen from him by 
the magnificent effort of Jimmy 
Douglas of Avondale, who started on 
the scratch mark with Pirie and 
another English runner, K. Gilligan, 


As Pirie threaded his way 
through the field, Douglas stuck to 


his two yards advantage to breast 
the tape in a repeat of his Mel- 


bourne gesture of triumph. 

Delany had made no secret of the 
fact that among his ambitions was 
to reverse the placings with Hewson, 
who twice beat him on the same 
track last summer. Nor does the 
| young Ivishman make any secre¥ of 
tne fact that he runs to win his 
races. He is not obsessed with 
figures, but takes them as they 
come. Last night they came slow. 
py modern standards, but the main 
objective was achieved, 

When told later that Derek Tbbot- 
«on had won his mile race at Dar- 
ington in 4 minutes 5_ seconds, 
pelany's only comment was: 
“Obviously 1t was a faster race.” 

8IGN OF STRESS 


{ have mentioned the rel: 
running of the three principe 
Fven under the first pressure 
Firie’s threat, Delany remained re- 
i jaxed and apparently confident. and 
tte only sign of ress came when 
he became aware of Hewson's per- 
fectly timed stroke. That he 
answered it so decisively made this 
a triumph of heart as well as 


h tactics. 


him like a leech, and as late as the 
last of the fifteen laps actually 
stole the lead from his illustrious 
rival, 

Pirie then unleashed the finish 


that has won him so many great 
races, but Douglas was not to be 
shaken off and finished only twelve 
yards behind one of the greatest 
three milers the world has known. 
It was the Irishman’'s finest perform- 
ance and richly merited the applause 
which greeted it. 


Delany breasting the tape to win the 


i Hewson stated afterwards that he 
[= Brian Hewson. 


was hampered by Pirie in his final 
vena mem KHVIt +hic wae not anna,rn: 


i 


“ Stadium 


Git, Masia 


Mile.” 
' In second Place and nartly hidden bh. m_. 


n- 
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Gordon Pirie makes CRowon 1 9¢Y. Manin eer LST. 


a great comeback _ | = 


(GORDON PIRIE, lanky, record-breaking former Croydon bank , : r 
| clerk from Coulsdon, made his return to Croydon athletics on 
| | 


i) 


a) 
=V/ 


) 
j 
j 
j 
I 
| 
| 


Wednesday evening. 


And what a comeback it was. Pirie, self-exiled to New Ze 


aland,’ 
over here as a trainee with a New Zealand firm, ran three races < 


+ in the annual Croydon Old Boys v. London Old Boys match at 
F | Croydon Sports Arena. eae 
HE WON the half mile for Croy- 
don in 1 min. 57 sec. i 
HE WON the mile for Croydon in | 
4 min, 17 sec 
HE WAS SECOND in the invita- 
tion 3.000 metres to Derek Ibbotson. 
his Yorkshire-born South London ; 
Harriers club mate, clocking a credit- } 
able 8 min. 184 sec., only a second ; 
behind his rather fresher fellow | 


British Olympic representative, who 
Set & new ground record of 8 min. 
17.4 sec, 

Pirie’s effort is a complete answer 
to those who did decry his unrelia- 
bility as a crowd-puller, Not only 
did he turn up before his home crowd 
—he ran three events, 

Pirie covered some 4 
his evening's running, at a total time 


of 14 min. 32.4 Sec.—surely some kind 
of record in itself, 


! 
; 
i 
+ 


160 yards in 


In the early hours of Ww 
his beat in the rain at Windsor... but twelve hours later 


a vace for crack distance athletes Pirie (57), Ibbotson (58), Darchambaud (behind 
Ibbotson) and Frank Sando (1) in the thrill- packed 3,000 metres event at the “Times” 
meeting at the Croydon arena on Wednesday evening, 


Mud-spattered Atan Gordon leads Gordon 
Pirie home in the 1,500 metres at Paddington 


- Beaten in race 


ednesday morning Police constable 


Stan J/Eldon was tramping 
he still found time to set 


! . = 
{ ; 
i Reee = nted to win 
| Mite Ieee 
i ( cA Pry a ‘) (\ i RIE faces took the trad. closely 
re Lure on F y’ ite) [ PONV rn ) - Ja Ix ORDON PIRIE faces a followed by Tony Barratt. 
[Hae = bolton oy “THN eS, ODO 0 iS oz Ses . f ao ewe the po By TONY HORSTEAD Oo aa sha bell Pirie drop. 
OLY , : .»+ despite the heavy track, 
[a<y 


ped back and =“ ae 
s sh ay : } d iming Gordon 
of ay aa ne bis es rs eae ote gust on the outside 
done better than finishing | 7 wanted to win. te Bee ee ee 
Choniiios) in ab too orees | Bub Pisie does not gtd Dunktey feil away and 
(Achilles) in a 1,500 metres | to have found his form yet. lgareate vas clic cael ol 
invitation race at Padding- | and he has two big races Bile Gate he Beet eae 
ton last night. simmediately in front of lienging effort round the 
This was the race Pirie | him. llast’ bend. 
desperately wanted to) This week-end he runs | He got to within two feet 
win. This was the race in| for London in the two miles 


; of Gordon. j 
' which he would prove he ; against New York, Then the Achilles man 
was on his way back to! 


' pynit 987 
Two weeks later, he | strode unmercifully away 


ESS 


IT'S REALLY PUFF- 
PUFF PIRIE NOW 


HERE was nothing in the 
running of Gordon Pirie at 
Walton-on-Thames yesterday to 


the top. will be in Sweden for the! and Pirie realised he had 
“revenge” race against no chance 
suggest he is making any pro Easy the man who beat him in 
8 " So J r en 
gress in his attempt to regain 
erstwhile glory. 


the Olympic 5,000 and 
10,000 metres at Mel- 
bourne—Russia’s  Vladi- 


But Pirie flopped again. 
He was easily beaten by 
Alan Gordon. the Oxford mir Kuts, 
blue, and took 3m. 53.8s5.— 
four-tenths of a second No Chance 
behind the winner. amniiastshinmasiapeimeiameeamianes 


Immediately after the! Pirie never really looked 
race Pirie turned to me and like winning last night 
said: “Could I have done once the bell had sounded. 

He went strongly into 
the lead at the start. Roger 
Dunkley and Gordon came 
out of the main bunch to 
follow his shoulders. _ 

Dunkley increased the 
pace on the third lap and 


In a mile race run at slowish 
pace, Gordon, after leading a few 
yards from the winning post, was 
run out of it by John Thorpe, a 
25-year-old insurance clerk from 
St. Albans. Both clocked 4 min. 
14 sec. 

Thorpe, who was second to 
Gordon in a 1}-mile World record 
last year, made the pace from the 
half-distance.’ Gordon challengsd 
in the straight but had nothing 
like his old fire. 

Pirie said about hts condition 
and prospects in the A.A.A. cham- 
Pionships in two weeks’ time: “J 
am afraid I shall just not be ft 
enough,” SIAN TOMLIN 


Galloping 
Gordon Pirie 
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LONDON MEETS NEW 
CITY’S LITTLE 


| T looks as if Gordon Pirie, the once invin- 
cible monarch of middle distance running, 
and fame have fallen out for keeps. 


Pirie, who hasn’t puff-puffed his way into 
the news since the Olympic Games, was well 
walloped by George Knight over two miles at 
White City last night and in the end—when he so 
often used to be the killer—he was killed. 

This was Pirie’s first in-- ——— 
ternational race since Kuts 
defeated him twice in Mel- 
bourne, 

Pirle and Knight, the AAA 
six-mile champion, took 
turns to take the lead. 

The mile was reached in 
4min, 22.4sec. and the bell 
at Tmin, 50sec. with Pirie a 
couple of yards in front. 


The moment 


For Pirie this was the 
moment of decision... the 
moment when he must call 
upon every muscle, every 
nerve to reproduce his once 
familiar murderous finish. 

But when he pressed the 
button that used to make 
him work wonders — 
nothing happened. 

Coming into the straight 
Pirie tried to find the magic 
spark which once set the 
athletic world alight... 

But Knight had knocked 
the daylights of him and 


oO 
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made it look if the old x 

champion was running up Gordon Pirte returns to inter- 

and down an escalator. national racing in the two 
Knight’s time was 8min. miles event this evening. 


Their Worry 


I received anxious inquirles 
from the New York two-milers, 
George King and Lou Stienglitz. 

They seemed a little depressed 
when 1 told them Gordon Pirie 
was competing in the two miles 
against them. 

As a consolation I added that 
Pirie had not yet reached his 
world form. “Yet seems the 
operative word,” snapped back 
King. “I suppose Pirie has re- 
served himself for the week-end 
mateh ” 


G. KNIGHT, of Essex Bea 
mate in to-night's two miles 


gles, is Pirie'’s team: 


PU FF PUFF Gordon Pirie (40) chugs on to.win the 5,000 


PIRIE 
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AeaND the red ribbon of the White Uity ne came, cneeks 

blowing the-old familiar puff puff. Head rolling from 
side to side, long legs striving for the last ounce of power. 
This was Gordon Pirie, once the wonder boy of British 
athletics. This was Gordon Pirie yesterday, running his first 
big race since his return from New Zealand. 


This was a stouter, cheerier Pirie trying again over the 
5,000 metres distance for which he is still world record- 
holder. 

When everyone was saying “This is it. Pirie can’t do it any 
more,” he spurted 50 yards from home to beat a red-shirted Czech, 
Mirko Grieff, with the young Maida Vale lad, Kevin Gilligan, in 
third place. : 


But I am sorry to have to tell you that this wasn’t the real Pirle. 
Not the old Pirie we used to know. This was a Pirie running as 
though he had left something of himself “down under.” 

His time, 14 min. 5.6 sec, 
against his world record 13 min. 
36.8 sec., shows how much of the 
old Pirie has disappeared in 13 — 
months. 

Cheerfully he said afterwards: 
“T'm still satisfied I haven't yet 
run into top form.” 

Fine, Gordon, but the race you 
say you've really come back for— 
a return crack at the Russian 
Kuts, who beat you twice in the 
Olympics—is due in Sweden in a 
fortnight’s time. 

And, frankly, I think you'll have 
to do a lot of hard labour in 14 
days to stand a chance there. 
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won the 5,000 
metres in 14min. 5.6 
secs at the White City 
on Saturday. 

Gordon Pirie then 
hustled across London to 
win the Inter-Banks mile 
in 4min, 24.2secs. at Mot- 
spur Park. 

And afterwards Gordon 
Pirie gave his critics a piece 
of the Pirie mind. Thus:— 

“That's my last dav's racing 
In Britain for a while. I'm 
going to Sweden on Friday to 


stay with friends for a couple 
of months. Perhaps there TI 
will get away from all this 


'Pirievis finished’ talk. 

“Til show them I'm not 
In about a month I 
to be breaking world 


records again. 


“Don't be so surprised, I 
know I can do it. It is not just 
hful_ thinking. It is all down 
my book, 
have kept @ record of my 


ig times for the t four 
Those times tell me I 
smashing world records 


in w in a month.” 
ee ‘ ° Shay What records ? 
metres invitation race at the White City “Oh, three miles, perhaps the 
but in 28.8 sec. outside his world best. mite. Yes, Tbbotson ean 


—o 


Pirie first 


PIRIE RECORD 


‘STs iSweden), Sunday. a 

Morata, Sweden, Friday,— ee ge pits an international! 

Gordon Pirie won a 3,000 metres 1,500-metre race here toda a new, 

race in 8min. 19.1sec, here to- track record time of 3 n 2.1 see 

night. His world record is 7min,. Less than an hour ea he had] 
52.8 sec, 


sh cond to Leslie Locke. the! 
A Scottisn amateur international 
Pirie was not extended in win- S player, in an 800 metres 
ning from the Swedes Jan Ahl- evens Lacks Was ieee 

5 Lass t— 53.8 sec. and Pirie a in 54.2 sec, 
none = @ Helander, i i P 3 1,500 metres time lopped 
c. of the previous best 


JORDON PIRIE har inte motsvarat forvandningarna annu sa lannge 
3tminstone, For avtoqrafidgarna Gr han likval ett fornamt villlebrad, 


T RITAIN'S Gordon Pirie 

won the 5,000 metres in 
14m. 18s, an inter- 
national athletics Meeting 
at Malmoe (Sweden) las 


;_._PIRIE WINS 


In the 880 yards, Derek 
Johnson was beaten into 
Second place Roger 
Moens, who clocked Im. 

i2N, 


By Roy Moor 


(jORDON PIRIE’'S wi 

A Shirley, snapped the 
Achilles tendon of her left leg 
running jn Stockhoim last 
night. 

It happened 20 Yards 
the start of a 200 met : 
She left the track on a 
Stretcher and is to have an 
operation. 

Gordon to!d me trom Stock- 
holm: “ This aoes not neces- 
sarily mean the end of 
Shirley’s running career. She 
has had the injury bound and 
Will have the operation in 
Malmo.” 


IN 3min 59.7sec 
MILE RACE IN SWEDEN 


MALMOR, Tuesday. 

|} Dan Waern, of Sweden, beat four 
:minutes for the mile here to- 
night, clocking 3min 59.7sec. 


Waern won the event from Gordon 
| Pirie, of Britain, who clocked 4min 
'5.7sec, with Tor Hammersland, of 
Norway, third in 4min 5.9sec. 

It was the Second time in three 
weeks that Waern had beaten the 
four-minute barrier, On July 29, in 
Stockholm, he clocked 3min 59.3sec. 


| 


WAERN BEATS PIRIE! 


GORDON PIRIE IS | 
5,000 M WINNER 


ordon Pirie won a 5.000 metres 
lsee in 14min. 14.4sec. in an inter- 
{national athletics meeting in 
Stockholm last night. Second Was ; 
i Thyge Thoegersen (Denmark) in | 
} idmin. 15.2sec., and third ‘Tor! 
i Thorgersen (Norway) in 14min. 
17sec. 


Han ster 
iil Janne A 


ren Lennart Johansson. 


9.000 m: 1) G. Pirie, England, 14.14,4; | 
2) 'T. Thégersen, Danmark, 14.15,2; 3) | 
T. Thorgersen, Norge, 14.17,0; $e ae 
Ahlberg, Tureberg, 14.2 + 5) a An-} 
dersson, Tureberg. 15.12.8; 6) R. Carls- 
s0n, Bellevue, 15.27.0. 


C00 m-loppet 
ade alia konkurrenterna fér god kamp. 
: Fortsatt som du bdrjat och du snart 
bi "Has tack ppets siste 1 ureberga- 
-e pa 14 min. biankt.” Ha: tackar han | ppets siste man, t g 
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j Pirie hurt, may miss 
. 5,000 metres ge | 


j By HARRY CARPENTER 
(GORDON PIRIE has a badly 

damaged ankle and is a doubt- 
ful starter for tonight’s Great 
Britain v. Russia 5,000 metres race 
at the White Gity, London. 


He will decide whether he runs 
after a fitness test this morning. 
This is the race in which he hoped 
to make an international come-back, 
| Tunning alongside Derek Ibbotson, to 
| prove that I was wrong when I 
. wrote, after his double defeat by 
Viadimir Kuts at Melbourne : “ Pirie 
will never be the same again.” d 
A Hyde Park pothole was the cause The strain on th 


é 


of Pirie’s injury. ia 
During a training spin yesterday face of Pirie when Ye Siar eee cascade jT’s the old Gordon, as The ‘Soy 
Paes he pene ae ee foot in training last night. in the athens — Pirie shoots past Derek 
wrenche s ankle. etics matc 
erates ee back to the Bayswater hotel where the against | the Russians at Ibbotson on the last bend Tr 
es are quartered ang had the ankle rubbed by London’s White City last to win the 5,000 metres Uh $6 tees 
ere masseur. Pp aah nothing was more at the White City Weekly for co 
5 p.m. he joined the } po . . City 
Russians in a training spell at | Popular than the inter- Sie dies wine ne v 
Hurlingham. His wife, former : ‘ , National come-back of 2, is vass toe Gnu pene west is wife, Shirley, the former by vakee A 
sprinter Shirley Hampton, went Russians Help Piri | Gordon Pirie. content to stay close to “the sprinter. who is on crutches with Ambassador. - 
there with him R e to the her teft foot in plast, ador. 
- Run For Britai pip unding Pirie, always a funet 9nd awalt their oppor- result of a tunning necideat ne The trophies: 
un ror britain t of a problem boy, was a Att Sweden. oa ets, decorated | 
’ s d he bell 5 snad 4 
| problem only for hig view ithienvline te Pg hae od was Gordon told me: “I ‘was run- —went to 
: Riad ia gis R. att | in the 5,000 metres parle Ibbotson went past him og ae easily all through because I GORDO 
ital 0 the Russian % . ’ j ; : new that dott } <1 ‘ 
(GORDON PIRIE may not he able to run for Britain at the Gordon Pirie will pag | which he won from Thame sate hig effort round the last sumcient aor a me te his victor 
j j i j i Britai | ; : rf 3k eth t = 
White City, London, tonight. But his Russian opponents White Dity tonlent; mee a ae iSmin. 58.6se0, It was the old Gordon. He fb eos eee russians whenever S86 a 
: : ; L trampled the sPrinted past the field d - Te Saver : , ce 
re fighting to get him fit. hour on the massage table, Russian : . , and, run It is great to be back 
a £ 4 4 being treated by Mr. Martin, refused ee ground. They Ming strongly, finished an easy national a cs ame , een 


Gordon arrived back from Bergen, Norway, on Wednesday evening, and Pirie tested the ankle he twisted 


itimidated by rst. lighted that T was ite. 2 
yesterday morning went out training in Hyde Park with the Russians. , at I was able to pull it 


Petr Bolotnikoy’s spri Ibbotso x 
; S sprint star Son looked over hig _ off.” 
which quickly took him 20 yas shoulder to make sure that he : 


He caught his right in front was going to get second 

j ° . place. 
_—_ ang pothole and i_ After three laps, Pirie — Pr 40,000 crowd rose to Pirie, 
strained it. 'Thbotson had cut thi they cheered again as he 


He was immediately to embrace 
taken back to his hotel by 
the Russian officials and 
was treated by the Russian 
trainer, Elmer Martin. | 


from Estonia. 
Wife Hurt | 


His wife, the former 
Shirley Hampton, broke 
an Achilles tendon during 
their Scandinavian tour 
and had to have an opera- 
tion to knit it. Her left leg 
is in plaster 

But she.went down to 
Hurlingham last evening 
to watch Gordon testing 
out his ankle. 

As she anxiously 
watched her husband trot- 
ting gently round the track 
with some of the Russians 
she told me: 

“This seems to be a bad 
spell for. the Piries. It is 
difficult to say whether 
Gordon’s ankle will stand 
up. He told me that as he 
was running in Hyde Park 
he-suddenly thought ‘ This 
ground is rough. I must 
watch out’ 

“Next moment his foot 
had gone into a hole and 


S down to dashed off the track 


he fel! s 
Massaged > <5 
“The Russians could Petr Boldtnikov (left) and Ivan 
not have been kinder. Chernjavsky, both in. the 5,000 
Their trainer spent well metres, meet .Derek Ibbotson 
over an hour massaging and Gordon Pirie. 


the ankle. 


.in the 
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“QCANDALOUS stories” which have 


appeared in some Scandinavian 
newspapers accusing Gordon Pirie of 
running for money, were hotly denied by 


British team manager Jack Crump 
yesterday. 
“Tt is absolute nonsense for anybody to 


suggest that Pirie’s appearances in Europe 
since he returned from New Zealand have 
contravened any regulations,” he told me. 

“We has the fullest backing of the British 
Amateur Athletic Board and runs only with 
their permission.” 

What then, was the trouble behind Pirie’s 
refusal to run in Gothenburg last Monday? 
Said manager Crump:-— 

“Tt had been arranged that he should run 
mile, but the promoters wanted to 


Keen Hendy 


Le 


—_ eo 


see sinmnnemnsniecmesrig ernie AMINA At 


soanngaserpcoanntane ster teeeenenee 


switch him to 5,000 metres and he turned the 
proposal down flatly. He was quite right. 

“He has permission to run in a 1,500 metres 
or one mile event in Malmo next Wednesday, 
but that permission will be withdrawn if the 
Swedes do not treat him properly. 


“PIRIE IS AN AMATEUR ATHLETE AND 
NOT A PIECE OF MERCHANDISE.” 


Pirie was chosen yesterday to run for 
Britain in the 5,000 metres event against 
Poland in Warsaw two days after the Malmo 
race, He plans to take the night train ferry 
from Malmo and join up with the rest of the 
British team next Thursday in Copenhagen, 
where the party will touch down en route 
from London to Poland. 
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DAN WAERN pressas hart av belgaren MOENS. Har Iéper paret ut déver upploppet 
Malmo. 
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|PIRIE WINS 
IN MILE 


MALMO, (Sweden) 
Wednesday 
ORDON PIRIE ran a 
mile in 4min. 0.9sec., 
his fastest ever here to- 
night. Shortly afterwards 
he turned out to win the 
5,000 metres at the same 
meeting. 
His 5,000 


metres time was 


ft l4min, 13sec., only 15sec. slower 


Hthan when he won over the di 
tance for } i 
in London 


less than a fortnight 


ago. 
Despite the brilliance of Pirie’s 
mile run it was good enough Co 


The v rn: of Swe- 
den, recorded th sub-four 
}iminute mile ir 
} or 54.5sec., 

{fastest time 
{ Derek Ibbot 


Landy, the 


}_ In finis 
+ Roger 
‘jan t 


Sevente 
beater} tour 


i _ He leaves today to 
| goin the Br am (uho flu 


from London this morning) for 
the two-day match against ‘Poland 
g there tomorrow evening. 

. 5 t 
nd in 000, me 


Carnbridg 
Danki 
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WARSAW, Friday. 


What a cracking good afternoon of athletics we had in the 


e ritain match today. 
Poland-Great : f the giant racer at a fair Great Britain 


"-=With all the ups and downs 0 
- were eventually left trailing 
‘Jeading 32—19° in the7— 
women’s competition. | 
| -Who-were our heroes ? 
| Well, first. of all let me, as 
an oft-time critic of Gordon 
) Pirie, congratulate him on 
tthe way he won the 5,000 
metres. 

The time—it was noth- 
| ing . . 14m, 0.85. fs 24s. 
outside. the world record 
which is, of course. held by 
Pirie himself 


by 45 points to 61 in the men’s events and 


| 
| 


| And Pirie won, easing up, | 
by a good twelve yards 
| from the Poles Krzyszko- 
!wiak and Zimny, who re-; 
turned. the same time of 
14m: 2.2s., so that there, 
was no real competition at | 
the end. | 

But it was the sheer un-| 
selfishness of Pirie’s ea 
ning which gained my re-| 
spect where a faster time | 
—of which he was clearly | 
capable — would have 
brought the wproarious ; 
applause of the crowd. 


SEARING SPEED 


Because, after leading for 
- most of the first eight laps, 
Pirie deliberately  disci- 
plined himself to lie second 
to Zimny—instead of kill- 
ing off all the opposition—-§ 
in order that Laurie Reed 
should still have a chance 
of at least splitting the & 
Poles. ; 
Only when he realised 
that his protege just coyld 
not make it today did Pirie 
turn on the searing speed 
which scythes off the 
opposition at the knees 
while Reed steamed in still 
running bravely but a good 
twenty yards in the rear, 
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Pirie wins 

a majestic 

'5,000' for 
Britain 


From PETER CONNELL 


HANOVER, Saturday night. 


THE photo-finish will decide 

whether Britain wins 
her first athletics match on 
German soi] tomorrow. 


times in six races the camera 
acted as the final judge today 


t Sathsen Sta- 
dium, which was built from 


Same time in the 400 metres 
hurdles. 


This was won for Britain by _the 
Liverpooi scripture master, Tom 
Farrell. 

Thousands of British Service men 
cheered madly when Gordon Pirie 
sailed majestically to victory in the 
5.000 metres, with the Srace one ex- 
pects from a world record-holder. 

But attention slipped away from 
Pirle before he reached the tape 
as Eldon and Laufer fought out a 
bitter duel over the final lap to 
avoid last piace, 


Still a chance 


went to the Ger- 


‘j;Man, but it looked as if Eldon had 


|At least drawn level in his last two 

? .. Pirle was concerned only 
with victory. which accounts for 
his slow time. because he runs the 
10,000 metres tomorrow ! 


Gerdon Pirie (No. 29) 
pounds after Ludwig Mueller. 
They stayed like this until, 
the bell, then Pirie pounced 
past for a 14min. 20.2sec. 
5,000 metres win. 


U GERMAN a Horwer 
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At was left to Gordon 
Pirie to sweeten the taste 
of defeat for the British 
troops in the crowd. 


Stole Show 


Britain's cause 


: Was be- 
yond saving when he 
turned out for the 10,000 


metres.— twenty-four hours 
i after his easy victory in the 
| 5,000 metres. 

George Knight won the! 
race, repeating his War-' 
; Saw triumph in 29m. 16.2s., 

but Pirie stole the show by 

cheekily inflicting: {nai- 

vidual doses of humiliation 

;0n the two Germans, Wal- 
| ter Konrad and Ludwig | 
! Muller. 2 
After being 200 yards in 


| Jront at one stage, Pirie 

kidded the crowd—and the 
‘German runners—into be- 
lieving he was struggling 
to keep going nver the last 
siz laps. 

Knight was beyond 
,catching, but the crowd 
{went crazy as Muller drew 
ififty. thirty, ten yards 
, nearer. the “faltering” 
4 Pirie, and then passed him 


Flashed Ahead 


Gordon at oncé flashed 


;ahead with a lightning 
; sprint. 
| The crowd. screamed 


{again when, with two laps 
{to go Konrad came pouna- 
|ing up to his shoul er—by 
; permission of Pirie, who at 
j Once accelerated to finish 
1280 yards behind Knight 
and twenty-five ahead of 
Konrad. 


George Knight, | 

10,000 metres 
winner, with Gordon | 
Pirie behind. ‘ 
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Den lille australiensiska travaren ALAN LAWRENCE leder ett 5.000- 
meterslopp fére fr. v 
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collection. 
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» Kalle Lundh, IFK Mora, Cepanski, Polen, och 
Gordon Pirie. 
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{cost me more than £200, 
consider the money well spent. I 


‘ travel—especially " 
pleasures are combined. 


but nobody 


leading 
mark 


,000 me 


Allan 
14min. 
m’em,” he 
in 4min. 
faster 
time. 


jy Oeing lured into competing abroad 
by excessive expenses allowances. 


“My racing in Scandinavia has 
and I 


‘4 \d6 it ADA 


a hes asta ee 
Tn RHAT SLA Race 


njoy my athletics and I enjoy 


when the two 
“And if 


anybody thinks we 


should take a look at my 


Some of the ‘pieces of 


pottery ’ we get just are not worth 


x | looking at.’” 


b) oe 
Pirie walks out 


on a farce 


By ROY MOOR 

Witt ane lap to go and 5.000 

people slow-handclapping 
and _ jeering, Gordon Pirie 
dropped out of the international 
1,500 metres race at Stockholm 
last night. His action caused an 
outburst of laughter. 


“TI could not stand the farce of 
it all," Pirie told me. “It was a 
crawl, I was hoping for a faet time 


would pep up the pace. 
“As things got worse I walked 
ut when Dan Waern of Sweden was 
through the three-quarter 
around 3min. ec. I put 
ck suit to w 
s event instead.” 
This, Pirie won as he 
Lawrence (Australia) in 
23sec. And as if ‘to show 
ran the first 1.500 metres 
4sec.—around 10 seconds 
Waern’s winning 1,500 


n my 


than 


FINN IMPEDED ME 
SAYS ANGRY PIRIE 


TURKU, Finland, Tuesday. 

(Gj ORDON PIRIE stormed off the track complaining he 

been impeded, after he was beaten into second place 

Finland’s Olavi Vuorisalo in a two-mile race here today. 

Pirie said that the Finn crossed ;———— 

path in the final straight and 
prevented him from wi ning. 

He crossed the finishing line a 
fifth of a second behind the Finn, 
hose time was 8min, 38.8sec., 
2, Outside the world record se 
ndor Iharos. 

Derek. Ibbotson 
| 8min. 41.2sec., and 
| fourth, ; 
| “After the race. Vu 
if ne had impeded F 
int ional, 4 

ie maintained 

ut fro he 1 


last bend and broke the tape i 
lane three position. ; 
Pirie claimed that he would 
won but for the incident. Bi 
did not make an official prote 


was third in 

John Distey 
risalo said that 
e, it was un- 


that Vuorisalo 
e lane at the 
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‘owes Last-man Pirie booed ~ 
—Knight gives 
England match 


By CLIFFORD WEBB 
ORDON PIRIE booed! That was the staggering | ' 
climax to the athletic season at the White City, | 
London, last night, as Pirie finished last in the 5,000 
metres, trotting to the tape nearly a lap behind winner 
George Knight. 

Pirie, who has been running in various Scandinavian 
countries for most of the summer, tailed off badly before the, 
two miles mark was reached. 

He dropped farther behind with each stride and was only jog- 
trotting for the last couple of laps. ' i 
= It was left to team-mate 

Knioht, the Essex runner, one of 

the big discoveries of the season, 

to win the race and the match for 

England by 80 points to 77, 

Knight, after lying second most 

of the way round to the Polish 

r Zimny, was suddenly sur- i 
d in the last lap by a burst 

the other Pole. Jerszy 
romik. 


Too strong 


romik’s sudden effort took 
hi ve yards to the front, but 


= 


Knight hits the tape, England 
have won, 


See 


ts 


— [bbot hit t 
| j ORLD-RECORD holder Derek Ibbotson yester- 
» day hit back at his critics, who said of his 
defeat by Polish flyer Lewandowski in the inter- 
national mile at Ibrox Stadium, Glasgow ... “ He’s 
stale.” ... “ Burned out.” ... “‘Has run himself 
out.” : 
“Nonsense,” says Dashing Derek —it was his 
second set-back in four days—‘‘I know I’ve lost a 
bit of my edge, but it’s not because I have been 
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running too often. I, maintain it’s because of all Kn crowded on_ pressure 

the travelling I have done around the Continent and dually reduced the gap. . ‘ 

to race in the last few months.” As they came round the last 
Ibbotson has taken part in nearly 60 races in the bend. the Essex man, running in 


last five months—most of them against world 
class opposition—and reckons he could have 
beaten Lewandowski, who won in 4min. T7sec., but 
for bad luck, “I saw him go and started my burst, 
but I was blocked by three runners. By the time 
I got through it was too late.” 

Gordon Pirie, puffing harder than ever, finished 
second to last. Then he let a close kept secret 
out of the bag. “I ran against medical orders,” 
he said, “I’ve run in 14 races in the last 20 days 
and my doctor told me to have a rest. But I 
wanted to keep my promise to run her 


az style, had gained a lead of 
ast ten yards, and neither of 
the Poles had sufficient speed to 
mise a final challenge, 

Pirie finished the race and the 
booing broke out afresh as he 
trotted on to the grass to con- 
sratulate the winner. 


So 


Golfer Harry Weeitman, suspended by the PGA 
over the Ryder Cup incident, correcting the driving 
stance of boxer Peter Waterman, today, while athletes 
Gordon Pirie, right, and Brian Shenton leoked on. 
Weetman was opening his new professional’s shop and 
driving range at Selsdon Park. 


LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON 


KUTS: BEATS 
PIRIE’S = 5,000m. 
WORLD TIME 


ROME, Sunday. 

Viadimir Kuts, Russia’s 
double Olympic gold medallist. 
broke the world 5,000 metres 
record here to-day with a time 
of 13min 35sec, 1.8sec faster 
than the record set by Gordon 
Pirie at Bergen in June, 1956. 

The crowd went wild with ex- 
citement when Kuts crossed the 
line an easy winner and torches 
improvised from newspapers blazed 
around the Olympic stadium. 

It was a magnificent solo effort by 
Kuts. Taking the lead from the 
start, he and his compatriot, Peter 
Bolotnikov, soon opened up a gap of 


about 200 yards over the other 15 
competitors. 

Bolotnikov fell away and Kuts was 
left on his own. As he lapped run- 
ner after runner the noise from the 
crowd was deafening. Tne an- 
nouncer called in vain for silence to 
give the lap times, but all semblance 
of order was lost as Kuts swung 
easily into the home straight 
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This looks like two photographs of Gordon (Puff-Puff) Pirie, 


but in actual fact it is father and son. 


country race at Brussels. 


This picture was given to Gordon when he ran in Glasgow 


A Alick Pirie (left) is the 
father shown running across Hamilton Park, Scotland, in 1926. bs 
That year he represented Scotland in the international cross- é 


event tl 
country racing for this 
South London Har: 
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Cardiff, followed by the 
championships at Stoc 
August. 


Meet the man 1 
plan—the new ( 
Pirie. The man 
pounded aroun 
tracks in a_ rel 
routine still has h 
gets. But this ti 
mtends to hit 
without becomi' 

slave to athlet 
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By DOUG WII 


NCE he wou 

looked back in a1 

to-day Gordon F 
forward happily anc 
No longer that almo 
cal young man of the 
relaxed Gordon has | 
ing me about his | 
regaining his wor 
metres record from 
Vladimir Kuts. 

His training starts th 
and there is nothing ve 
about it. What is di 
Gordon’s approach to 
He still takes athletics 
but no longer is it t 
nd end all, of his life 
is new, almost happ3} 


a 


approach will produce 
and faster Pirie. 


With the exception of 
sre =oWill be 


'er 


w Year. 

Then, if all goes well, 
“go through the carc 
flv. this means ch 


s, distri 


counti 
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ships 


With plenty of weigh 
sna cross-country runni 
yim. Gordon should be 
» when the track seaso 


May. 


Like every top-class 


chief targets will he tl 


ind Commonwealth ¢ 


Big Chancc 


The Stockholm 5,000 n 
sive him a splendid o 
f recapturing the wor 
vhich Kuts clipped by 1 
12g 38min SAdsec in 


does Pirie say 
Inst 30-Vvear- 


‘However faust Kuts ga 
eat 


him at the finish. i 
I can run the race 
around Ll3min_= 20 
dent Gordon 

shall not make th 
In of running the 10. 
well as the 5.000," 
divmpic silver-medallist 
Such are the hopes, 


predictions of Gordon 


te 3ut what of Mr 
ank clerk and ex-p 
whose emigration 


Zealand a year ago las 


last year and is now one of his father’s most treasured posses~ 


sions, 


Mr. Pirie is wearing the full South London Harriers’ kit with 
maroon and buff ribbon round the sleeves and down the shorts. 
Gordon seems to have copied his father’s stride. 


c 


few weeks ? 


sa trainee with 
rejial bankers ir 
september he plans 
ew Zealand and t; 
a branch of his pre 
nd trust Gordon to 

He intends to mak 
journey overland 
aravan ! 
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SUCCESSFUL OUTING 
-FOR PIRIE 


WINS QUIET RACE 
By JACK CRUMP 

Hopes that Gordon Pirie will be 
i fit enough to run for Surrey in 
Tue Datty TELEGRAPH inter-coun- 
ties cross-country championship ‘ 
on Saturday were substantially in- WEEKS-PEARSON IN FORM 
creased last Saturday. ‘ i By Our Athletics Correspondent 
Pirie. who was a guest runner in . 
a match between Epsom and Sutton PP aged arlcuinty Iteek oe a 

had a quiet race with Surrey col- SAlpS—p y > 
league Langridge, who was turning miles—gave some of the prominent 
out for his second-claim club Sutton. names in the sport an opportunity 
Together with R. Simmons ai winning form on Satur- 


(Sutton) they finished at the head 
of the field in 40min 27sec. Sutton D. A. G. Pirie took the South Lon- 


won. by 15 points to 21, 


Coutsdor [Yep 
PIRIE WINS SOUTH 
LONDON TITLE 


hiacin [eer 
hoe itr IK lx — = -— don Harriers title at Coulsdon. - 
‘. South London Harriers expect to have Gordon Pirie running 
for them next month. They hope he Will be able to help 
in their defence of the Surrey cross-country title and then 
run in the Southern and Nationa! championships, 
Pirie hopes to be fit in time 
for the Surrey race. He has been 
troubled by a throat infection, 
but last week he took on a new 
role as team manager and 
accompanied a party of South 
London Harriers to Lancing 
College for a match against the 
school. 
W. D. Thomas, secretary of 
the club, says that this switch to 
the officials’ side of athietics is 
only temporary for Pirie ~~ 


SURREY — Inter- “i of’ f P; 
County Cross- { hm4#o " (le {2 i if (TJ 


Country Cham- 7 n : i n. 
pions. L. to R: ( koS- loun7Kn? 
R. Reath, KE. Fae eS = _ 
Caulder, D. A. G. 
Pirie, M. Firth, A. 
Towl, B. T. Bar- 
rett, W, E, Lucas 


(Team Manager), | G ox 
M. R. Maynard, S. \ - 


I. EORGE KNIGHT (Essex) is 
the new inter-counties 
De’Ath. cross-country champion. 
a He won the title over a sticky 
*7k-mile course at  Stoke-on- 
Trent vesterday, clocking 40min 
17sec. Brilliant as his running 
was, George did not rely upon 
this alone. 

More than 100 yards behind and 
Over 20 places down at one stage, 
he d ayed the tactics of a 
vetera he chopped his oppo- 
nents wn one by one to score 
a 40-vard victory. 
rkshire’s Alan Cocking was 
$ second. with John Anderson 
(Northumberland and Durham) 
third. Anderson took third -place 
after a_ neck-and-neck finish” with 
Hugh Foord (Sussex), - 

Among the field of 310 Starters 
my sympathies went out to Eddie 
Kirkup_ (Yorkshire) and Gerry 
North :Lancashire). With 2kmiles 
to go Kirkup, the A.A.A. marathon 
champion. was lying third. ‘Then 
fF he stumbled over an Alsatian dog 
who had run on to the course, 

Kirkup fell and gashed his. knee, 
He finished 37th. North, 21*year- 
old 1957 National Junior champion, 
led for most of the race. 3 

Two miles from the finish he had 
Ba 40 vards lead over Knight but 
then North was attacked by-a bad 
bout of stitch. and could’ only 
e Struggle on to finish 18th. ¢ 
: After the race Knight praised 

North for his running and said: 
@ I'd never have caught him but 

for that breakdown.” 


Pirie 70th 


Lack of training took*its toll -of 
Gordon Pirie, who finished 70th. 
Ken Norris (Middledex), it h e« 
champion \3s still not 
his best. He could only 


R. Langridge, 


mR. W. Neal 


sf caused something lof a 
sucprise by winning the team 
title and_the “ Daily Telegraph * 
trophy. They packed part - 


- 


22, running in his first Soutnern 
championship, gained a fully 
deserved victory over a heavy, 
Sticky nine-mile course at 
Parliament Hill Fields on 
Saturday. 


There was plenty of mud to 
plough through, and the stiff up- 
hill finish thoroughly tested the 
fitness of the runners. 


The South London pair, M. W. 
Firth, and P. B. Driver, with J. S. 
Evans of Polytechnic in close attend- 
ance, made the early pace, but at 
one mile, D. A. G. Pirie was in the 
lead for a short spell. 


ELDON MOVES UP 
Forges Away 


Then Eldon moved up to the front, 
and although the national and inter- 
national champion, F. Sando, and 
Firth were together close behind him 
for another mile, he forged away to 
open up a gap, and at half-way was 
over 100 yards in front. 

In the early stages of the final lap 
Sando looked capable of catching 
him, but Eldon then increased his 
pace, and came home with a strong 
finish to win in 49min 50sec. 

About 150 yards and exactly 32 
seconds, an unusually large gap in 
a race of this importance, separated 
him from M. W. Firth, who was a 
trifle stronger than Sando. P. Driver 
on one of his better days, was a good 
fourth. 


NORRIS SATISFACTORY 
Pirie Finishes Fast 


Ken Norris, improving with every 
race, had a satisfactory day to finish 
seventh, and Pirie, gradually work- 
ing up to his best form, was content 
lo finish fast filling 12th position. 

The team race was close, despite 
South London Harriers, the holders, 
having three in the first dozen, 
Thames Valley packed five men in 
the first 29 positions, but South 
London just scraped home with 136 
points to Thames Valley's 142. 


Pirie is first 

Gordon Pirie, British Olympic 
runner, won an international cross- 
country race at La Hulpa, near 
Brussels. He covered the 5 miles, 
220 yards in 27min. 29sec. and was 
21 seconds ahead of Maurice van 
Laere (Belgium) - 
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Mike Maynard (Herne Hill) No. 267, just in fr 
front of Gordon Pirie (S.L.H.) No. 581, with 


Tony Redrup (Wycombe), Ken Caulder (Surrey 
A.C.) and Ken Norris (T.V.H.) close behind, 
at halfway in the Southern Senior C.C, Cham- 
pionship. 

# 


or 


Alan Perkins ran a splendid 
judged race in the Ey 
Cross-Country Championshi: 
at Arrowe Park, Birkenhead, o 
Saturday, narrowly beating th 
title-holder F. Sando by sec 

Major surprise of the day we 
the absence of the southern chan 
pion S. Eidon, expected br man 
to win, who had mistaken the tin 
of the start. 


Conditions were better 
pected and although the 
Stretches where the 
Soggy, there was plenty 
going. 


S. LONDON SET PACE 
Pirie Drops Back 


Three South London Harriers, \ 
Firth, P. Driver and D. A. G. Pir 
Set the pace at the start, but af- 
two and a half miles Pirie drops 
back and four others, A. P 
B. Heatley, the holder F, Sa 
the veteran F. Norris m 
comeback, joined Firth and Dri 
at the front, 

Perkins led by about a yard a 
three miles and stayed there fe 
another mile and a half. but th 
dropped behind — slightly, 
Sando, Firth and Norris to fight oy 
the lead, 

This remained the order for an 
other twa miles when Sando cer 
tainly Inaked to be all set to retai! 
his individual title. 

At eight and a quarter mi! 
made his effort. to go in 
Sando, but with 500 varc 
Perkins timed his effort magni 
STRONG FINISH 
Tiring Firth 

He went past the leading pair ane 
finished strongly, winning a 
didly judged race in 48min Slsec. ¢ 
good time for this particular cours 

A tiring Firth coud not 
Sando’s finishing challeng 
Sando took second place 
behind Perkins in 48min 

South London kept the team 
rather more comfortably than 
been anticipated. 


splen 


ase outstanding performance in Cambridge Harriers’ 

road relay at Bexley on Saturday, over a course of six 
laps of approximately 34 miles each, was undoubtedly 
that of John Morrison of-the home club. 


: leg , 117.44; 14 T.V.H. B, 117,59: 15 Black- 
Running the eat ‘he | heath #1. 6. 19-077 ib seelattor H., 
against strong opposition, he| pesth H., Herne Hill H. B, 119.46: 


brought Cambridge HarrierS|ig “Horsham Blue Star, 120.07; 19 
up from seventh to third Poly H. B, 120.47; 20 Wigmore’ H., 
position and recorded the day's oe a2 City of 
fastest time of 17 mins, 47 SECS.,] Rochester B. 33:23 Mitcham 
only three seconds outside jast A.C. B, 123.00; 24 T.V.H. D, 123.08: 
year's best time put up by |25 $.L.H. D, 134.39: be Blackheath H. 


¢ Faniek er tas 047, D, 125.27: 27 Cambridge H. B, 131.33; 
Jackie Brown (Belgrave H.) 28 Mitcham A.C. C, 133.24: '29° Gity 


A record number of 42 teams | of Rochester G, 13659, 
gompeted, for, the “Alec! Fastest times recorded were 
Spalding” Trophy, which was] J Morrison (Cambridge H.), 
retained by Thames Valley}17 mins 47 secs.; Langridge 
Harriers, who finished just (S.L.H.), 17.51: Herring 
ahead of South London (Blackheath), 17.53; Gordon 
Harriers, with Blackheath | Pirie (S.L.H.), 17.54;'D Pemble 
third. : ; 17.57. 

At_the end of the first lap 
D Pemble (Aylesford P.M.) 
had set up a lead of seven 
Seconds over Haith (T.V.H.) 
with a time of 17 mins, 57 secs 
On the second lap Herring! 
(Blackheath) brought his team 
up from fifth to first place. a 
position that was retained on 
the third lap by Everard, des- 
pite strong running by Gordon 
Pirie, who had brought S.L.H 
into second place 

T.V.Hs gained the lead on 
the fourth lap, however, and 
international steep] echasey 
Eddie Ellis, kept them in tt 
position to the final cha - 
over. Haslam, running the las- 
lap, Managed to keep Thames 
Valley in the lead, despite 
fine run by Langridge (S.L.H.! 

RESULTS 

1 T.V.H. A, 109 mins. 13 sees.: 
L.H. A, 109.24; 3 Blackheath H. 

5 of Rochester A, 1i 
5 6 Herne Hill 
H. A, 114.53 
9 Mitchie: 
10 Cambridge H. 4 


1 P.M., 116.51: 12 Be: 
3: 13 Blackheath H. 5 


PIRIE’S MISSING CAR 

Gordon Pirie. the Olympic run- 
ner, was to-day still seeking his 
car which was stolen from Nor- 
folk-crescent. Paddington,  ves- 
‘terday. His mother said: “In the 
car was much expensive athletics 
equipment and a gold wrist 
watch, 


CONSISTENT 
RUNNING WINS 
ROAD RELAY 


BRIGHTON RACE FOR 
THAMES VALLEY 


By JACK CRUMP 

Consistently good running by 
a team in which there was not 
a single weakness won Thames 
Valley Harriers the News of the 
World sponsored national road 
relay race from London to 
Brighton on Saturday. 

At the end of a very closely 
fought-out first Stage Belgrave 
Harriers through G. Flanagan 
held a slight lead from Herne Hill 
for whom I. Boyd ran well. 


| But Thames Valley were close 
| 
| 
| 


behind in third Dlace, and on the 
next stage J. R. Cameron took them 
to the front. 


| _ They temporarily lost the lead to 
South London after a splendid 
run by S. R. Langridge in the third 
Stage only for P. R. Clark to regain 
it for them. 


DERBY RUN WELL 
Lose Lead 


Derby and County, who through- 
Out ran a great race, led at the end 
of stage five, but Thames Valley were 
up again in front soon afterwards 
and from this point they gradually 
improved their position to win in 
four hours 29 mins. 14 secs.—an 
excellent time for this 55 miles 
1,060 yard course used for the first 
time. 


South London, holders of the 
trophy for the past four years. had 
held second place just after halfway 
through great efforts by M. W. Firth 
and P. B. Driver and had hopes of 
going in front when D. A. G. Pirie 
took over. 


PIRIE DROPS BACK 
Not At His Best 


Pirie, however, not at his best, 
dropped back and not only were 
South London beaten by Thames 
Valley on this Stage, but Derby out- 
ran them to finish second only 2 
mins. 10 secs. behind the winners. 


They were. in fact, hard pressed 
to beat Woodford Green for third 
position 

A number of new stage records 
were created, but because of the re- 
arrangement of the relays on this 
new course some of the value of these 
performances, excellent though they 
were, must be discounted, 


It was, however, one of the finest 
races ever held on this road, and 
only 20 minutes Separated the win- 
ners from the 20th and last club to 
complete the course, Manchester 
and District Lads Club Harriers— 
an unusually short margin for a race 
of this length. 

Thames Valley. 
: County, 4-3-7 


Woodford 
nited. 4-34- 


thr 29min 14sec, 1; Derby 
2; South London, 4-32-28 


2. 6: 
- 7: Victoria Park (Glasgow), 
> Blackheath. 4-37-50. 9: 

j- Oe Belgrave, 4-38-: 
4, 2 


of the event was the 
th London Harriers, 
ed Derek Ibbotson, 


was all my fault,” 
toid me. “TI am feel- 
yressed about it. 1 
let the side down. 
ing chest cold and 
equence my time was much 
t :t should have been.” 
cord-breaker of the 
Kirkup, of Rother. 
A. marathon champion. 
1 vered he Lowfield Heath- 
Handcross stretch (6m. 264yds.) in 
29min. 40sec.—d4lsec. faster 

previous best. 


4" 


Preparing for his bid to win 

a place in England’s Empire 

Games team, Gordon Pirie 

trains at Croydon with his 

wife, the former Shirley 
Haan ntnn 


Pirie and 

wife held 

by German 
police 


ORDON PIRIF, his 
wife, and a friend 
were arrested and held for 
over two hours by German 
police in Freiburg yester- 


ay. es 
a They were manhandled into 
a black maria by five police- 
men after Mrs. Pirie and her 
friend, 19-year-old Maureen 
Brazier, had crossed a main 
street in Freiburg against the 
F lights, ; 
“9 mene from Freiburg 
last night Gordon Pirie told 
the News Chronicle: I 
turned round from a shop 
window to see Shirley and 
Maureen Paarpecrng ig an 
“e le y a policeman. 
one re across, but couldn't 
understand much of what was 
going on because the police- 
man was talking in rapid 
yerman., 
Cer atied to explain things, 
but he got hold of me and 
threw me out. I went back in 
and there was a struggle, and 
my arm was injured. ; 
“Then a black maria 
arrived and in front of a large 


crowd we were dragged into 
it by five policemen. 

“About two and a= half 
hours later the Germans 
asked. for three marks from 
each of the girls and we were 
permitted to leave.” ; 

The Piries, who live at 
Croydon, are on a seven-day 
tour of Germany. 


| ane First in the 2 miles 
{ ORDON PIRIE Irs m e ; 
t failed gloriously to m 
pull off an amazing d th m 1/ 
double at Motspur Park, —S$ECOn m e || e 
Surrey, last night. 
First he won the tw0) only too pleased to agree,|set the .pace for a mile 
miles. Twenty minutes} put pointed out that he|and a quarter. 
later he was beaten into| would have only a short Afterwards Pirie said: 
wae i at oe Ne breather until the mile. “Ym feeling very good. 
‘ n e mile a ‘ a Pigs bee 
i But Pirie was’ confident Now I'm ready 
eect Ae ee —and won looking round mile.” 
Waswri in 8m. 51.6s- Unfortunately for, Pirie, 
i ? ; Brian Kent-Smith, 22, the 
Bec bg mages po oe Top Class farmer’s son from North 
minute if he could race for tere wit is fence for 
| the A.A.A. against London ee ee oe 
| iversity in the two miles.| This was a top class time,|@ Place in pit 
| | ae a offi tals were | considering that he had to | Games team, raced away in 
GORDON PIRIE Aalanseyed. Paper the last quarter to win in 
.., then a steady jog | he Jest qnexte 
Happy 
Gordon Piric wins the Pollitt Trophy 880 yards : | Pirie, who was nearly two 
from Pau] Abraham at Brighton in Imin. asbttide “iowen’ ghacea se 
55.9sec : | the finish: “I couldn’t raise 
55.9sec. i ORDON PIRIE, cur- “a sprint o “i but he was 
rently holder of the still happy about his per- 


pa ning; just a br:ef handclasp with,setting for a record. and Pirie de-' 
world 3,000 metres record, Foor and third man Mike May-|cided on a tactical race making 
- Hog read itey| ard, en a steady jog with two|sure that Foord did not get away , 
demonstrated his ver satility {South London Harrier team-mates, wide 
Dy Winning -first the 880yd.jand a brief stop to climb into twa A break 
and then the 2m. at the) tack suits ive leh uh tee & call 
Pollitt Trophy meetin g Irie led at the first lap with 
‘ R eS Foord at his heels, then inter-! 
organised by Brighton Ath- elaxes 1 e 


. = iis oe pation steeplechaser Tony} 
etic Club: aa 4 rts) Now this poxer-faced tecinique|Liewellyn (Walton) tried a break 
c ¢ ae Spor ts puts the Continentals off their|but was soon pulled back. | 
Arena, ithdean. jStride, but the public are apt tof Maynard (Herne Hill) stretched! 

Pirie. who was making his} ™sterpret 


i et tne come ete a a Bi out at lap six with a| 
er aa rn . ijugation of feeng as showing-off. |sudden spurt, and suddenly they’ 
first competitive appearance at Yet Pirie’s 


s : ; ACE ice-cold brain is not} were away—Maynard, Pirie and j 
ion peg is no less a dedicated totally filled with athletics. This|Foord. This was the order at the| 
at ilete than Hugh Foord, whom controversial zure relaxes away|bell. | : | : 
he beat by two yards in the two!from it all with what he calls a| . Pirie timed his effort in the 
oe But their devotion to} middle-class taste in music.” ance yen ge ze in Fo rd chal 
athletics is on different planes. | ¢ } @t the last bend with Foord chal-; 
Foord, the Brighton NDintanee pease ane Pnatohnterians penging inightily. a scl ona 
runner, allowed that warm glow of| likes ballet, and numbers among, Ci”, and Pirie sprinted away, 
feeling to return when the race, his favourites “ The Tales of| A eaure =< ig Se cd 
hr aihoe ore oe brack-side | er oe "and “Swan Lake.” aie Hoord was clocked at sii 
h his wife and relaxed, : doubt if any tune was running} Po: 93 arwards: “T/ 
Pirie, whose training schedule is|through his mind when he started | a Dik ¢ ea ee r 
based on expert scientific advicejon the two mi.e stretch with 92 |F cae Former t oe fe ene ' 
FEL ong oars org bs ipagr tone ob Bh ee The fie‘d included five in- ea B80vd.” aah PR ARES | 
verschier, is a rcbot on the track.) ternationals. | “dh iri 
fie showes iiitic sintt pas eal NY i oe areas Foord has never beaten Pirie on 
a elation at win on Mist, raw co.d and rain was NO lthe track, but has done the trick ' 
over cross country. A two miles de- 
feat for Foord is a rarity. He was 
beaten once last year by Frank \ 
Sando, but cannot remember: 
another setback. 


“ , formance. 


Fe a en ne eee 


; GORDON PIRI 
) an easy winner i 
» two miles at Mo 
Park last nigl 


; 


Great tussle 


ya, tA _Paul Abrahams broke early in 
aie ihe 880yd. He and Pirie were i 
. shoulder to shoulder on the final 
‘aie : iO Wy bend but as the tape neared, those 
Cap ON. Age \ be Ne spindly legs of Pirie carried him 

to victory in 1min. 55.9sec. The 


sy F TS A watch timed Abrahams only 0.1sec. 
R 3 N f Nl slower. 


: Convincing win 
By TOM LYONS 
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Gordon Pirie was a convincing 
winner of the three miles. He ran 
a very even race, going into the 
lead from Roland Langridge soon 
after the first lap. 

He reached the mile in 4min. 
'35.4sec., and surrendered the lead 
‘to Mick Firth in the fifth lap. But 
he went in front again at two 
‘miles, reached in 9min. 15sec. 

Firth stayed with Pirie until 200 

: yards from the finish. Then Pirie 
put in an electric spurt that car- 
ried him into a ten yards’ lead 
and made him an easy winner. 

\ Three. Miles.—D. A. G, Pirie (South 
London’H.); '1; M, Firth (South London 


HA 25 S._R. Langridge (South London 
\ H.). 5S 15min 54/0sec, 


(,c8eo" PIRIE made a promising start to his last 
season in British athletics by winning the invita- 
tion two miles at Chiswick on Saturday in the Sward 
Trophy meeting. ’ 
Britain’s wonder runner is returning to settle in New 
Zealand in October—and he plans to have a great 
finishing season. 
Pirie spent three months 
in New Zealand after the 
Melbourne Olympic Games. 
And since his reurn he has 
been training for an execu- 
tive job in New Zealand, 
He is currently grinding 
out twenty miles every day 
in training. And his big 
ambition before leaving 
Europe is to run again 
against his old rival Vladi- 
mir Kuts, the Russian ace. 
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PIRIE IN ACCIDENT 

Gordon Pirie, the famous 
English runner, who is to com- 
pete in the 3 miles to-night and , 
in the mile against Delany, ood | 
| €nd Hewson to-morrow, was in- . 
| volved in a motor accident yester- 
‘day in Dublin on his way from 
Collinstown. : 

He said last evening that he 
was feeling shaken up but that: 
he would run to-night and to- 
morrow. 

“T’ve got to,” he added. “The 
Trish public have been very good 
to me and have always treated 
me well, and I owe it to them 
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to run.” ‘ 
The car in which Pirie was rv, 
travelling was forced to pull up hs i |) 
when a car in front stopped, 
and another car, which was 
following, ran into Pirie’s car. 
Pirie was thrown up against the 
windscreen, taking most of the 
force of. the jar on his hands, 
but the bucket seat of the car 
‘hit him on the shoulders, and 
last night his shoulder blade was 
very sove. 

He was treated by a doctor 
‘who told him that nothing was 
broken, but he told me he was 
suffering from. shock. 


PIRIE BEATEN 
Great Three Miles 


The three miles produced a great 
race between D. A, G. Pirie—who 
appeared to have suffered no ill 
effects from the car crash in which 
he was involved last night—andg 
D. G. Ibbotson, who finally won. 

After the Dublin runner, B. 
Messer, had led until the last lap,§ 
Pirie and Ibbotson sprinted past him § 
with 300 yards to go and had a tre 
mendous tussle. 

Showing something like his old§ 
form, Ibbotson's finishing burst was§ 


faster and stronger, and in irresis: 
tible style he came away from Piri 
in the home straight to win ir 
14min 0.7sec, beating Pirie by 1 
yards. 


| Delany crossing the finishing line to win the mile from Brian Hewson and Derek Ibbotson at Santry 
elas a perfectly judged race, Ronnie Delany (Ireland), Olympic 
Games 1,500 metres champion, sent 15,000 Irish supporters. wild with 


| delight at the new Santry Stadium last night where he strengthened his posi- 
PIRIE LEADS—The fourth lap of the three miles flat open | tion as best competitive miler in the world to-day by a comparatively easy 
showing D. A. G. Pirie (Gt. Britain) leading followed by G. | victory over a combined force of England’s best runners in Derek Ibbotson, 
D. Ibbotson (Gt. Britain), the winner, at Santry last night. | the world’s fastest miler, Brian Hewson, and Gordon Pirie. 7 


{ eecne time did not matter, for 
a elany always runs to win 
rather than beat the clock, and By W. P. MURPHY 
he was not letting anything 
upset his customary style last ; 
night. ane ay eee third grend. | 
T + i , sis e race DV botson a e 
wien a ee ed bbe last bend and Hewson, \ still 
behind the pace-inaker PBritish gamely trailing the Irishman, 
st ASP f e% could make no impression on 
tio, S. Eldon, Ibbotson and M.| him in the run home to the tape, 
Beresford, with Brian Hewson three yards seperating them at 
just behind him as they reached | the Anish 
the frist bend—and so they re- ‘ 


| 
mained throughout three laps, MAGNIPIOENT EP PORT 

| nobody attempting to relieve |,,It was a magnificent effort by 

i Eldon and force the pace. the young Irish runner, for he 


was a lone green singlet in the} 
SLOW SECOND QUARTER “ace ag Pe he + Samael 
The first quarter was done ‘in | 12° 28ainst the combined forces | 


; q * : of four of the best known names 
a speedy 61 secs., the half-mile | in Enelish middle distance run- | 
in- a slow 2 min. 5 secs, and | ning—Hewson, Ibbotson, Pirie | 
the three-quarter mile in 3 min. and Ber2sford, 


' 10 secs., which left a record of 
any kind out of the reckoning. 
When 2 min 5 secs. was an- 
nounced for the half mile it was 
obvious that the time would not 
be in the 4 min. region, but the 
\ crowd did not mind. 
\ They were urging on their 
favourite with cheers at every 
corner, in contrast to the pre- 
vious night when the corners 
were deserted, and when he 
made-his move 300 yards from 
the tape the crowd in the 
stand came to their feet, and 


the terracing exploded into 


es en ese 


: : Sos : A ee : : : i vocal thunder, 

— eg were : : : : of’ i < Ky Ibbotson had just taken over 
Illustrious opponents before the invitation mile at Santry Stadium last night are (left to right) : from Eldon as adder aid Laivenn 
R. Delany, D. Ibbotson and B. Hewson, all of whom are sub-four-minute milers, and G, was right behind Delany as the 


Pirie, world record holder for 3,000 metres. ’ Trishinan swept past Beresford 
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I) Ate i fies ot a. . {way 
edihaven dD) K H Sf GAM EA _f \( 4 Te ( vo I (a3 fs | 
: oa Sue SS op ee AS MM Let 
Yo 248 3 cs HOSE two amazing fiends of the track, . 
LX c UO YF Alicd § _Gordon Pirie and Derek Ibbotson, met 
. TR ee D a twice yesterday in events two hours and 15 
" miles apart—and twice thrilling finishes gave 

Pirie the victory. 


In the two miles at the White City Ibbotson 
finished third, but only a second behind Pirie. Then, 
in the Watford Open sports, Pirie made it a double, 
= beating Ibbotson into second place with a two-yard, 
three-fifths-of-a-second victory in the mile. 


The smallest fraction 
a matlest traction 


just about all you could Squeeze between Pirie’s chest 
thrusting into the tape and the man he robbed of victory, 


Hungary’s Miklos Szabo. at the end of eight laps of cunning 
Tunning. 


How the cheers exploded,.rending the ey day with a 
burst of joy, to welcome the near-forgotten thin man back 
SATISFIED k to the top rank. This was vintage Pirie, a performance 
SPOKE r 0G : % that delighted even himself. Ungiven to shows of emotion, 
CLOSE FINISH I PIRI’ who Moves p Pirle fairly danced off the track to embrace his wife. Shirley. 
— ; With his back-marker efforts in Stan Eldon, the three-miling 
i mith (N, Zealand) wins the half-mile and mile, policeman from Reading, drew 
in 1 ay or rational race He reflected on his times — the field at the beginning, with 
. : ec. from Imin, 55. for 
U. _tundh (Norway) and H. m 16 gece for the half and 


arms pumping like a Zatopek, 
4min. 10.9sec, for = 

Missalla (West Germany) at pie Sec. for the mile—and 

to-day's British Games at 


Behind him, like hungry blood- 
hounds, came Ibbotson; Szabo, 
i i ; “VM_ SATISFIED, (MM RUN- and Pirie. 
phi foot ge, finish was yyy BETTER AT THIS Thin 
y fought there was only OF THE YEAR THAN | HAVE : 


‘Sixth soa peeween the first and EVER DONE BEFORE OVER 
: me, THESE SHORTER DISTANCES.” 
Pirle plans to race a lot this 
week and then concentrate on 
& week’s hard training. “That is 
how I've come into form in 
Previous Seasons,” he informed 
me, 


i 
In the final thrilling quarter- 
mile they jockeyed for position, j 
nobody wanting to lead. | 
Now, with 200 yards to go, 
Ibbotson leapt past Eldon and | 

i 


Jockeved | 


went sweeping into the final 
curve. Szabo, bald head bobbing 
madly, flung himself in pursuit, 


Entering the straight Szabo j 
streaked past Ibbotson. And 
now came Pirie’s magnificent 
raking stride — ee back 
Szabo's ten-yard lead 


Had Pirie made it? A three- 
minute wait—and then the 
giant cheer broke as Pirie was 
announced winner and the pair 
credited with equal time—8min. j 
46.4sec. Ibbotson was a second } 
behind them, ! 

At Watford Pirie won the i| 
mile event in 4min. 15.7sec, ‘| 
Ibbotson was two yards behind, f 
and again had every chance to 


win. No quarter was asked for 
or given, 


Just to prove it 
ae TS Reve It 


:, They !et the local lads make 
the pace until 150 yards from 
home. Then Ibbotson jumped. 
past Pirie, who threw every- i 
thing into the chase, quickly t 
drew alongside round the bend, 
and then pulled steadily away 
with Ibbotson vainly in pursuit. 


Smiled Pirie: “A good ending 
to. my Bank Holiday.” And 
Ibbotson said: “I'm very tired, 
Gordon does three times as 
much training as me and 
recovers more quickly.” 


TOO CLOSE TO TELL. Pirie (16) and the Hungarian, Szabo 
(5), pass the Winning-post so close together alter running two 
miles the eye could not separate them, and the photograph (lef) 
showed it was so close a thing Pirie was given the verdict by 
1-200th of a sécond. Ibbotson (19) was a second behind them. 


a 


aszlo Kovacs, of Hungary, 
an im the place of his 
countryman, Istvan Rozsa- 
volqyi, in the international : 
mile and this is what hap- 
pened!) Konacs arsine fens 


pani esta rn 


home in a 


Amsterdam. 


On Saturday Gordon Pirie (above and in front) led the way 


FINE WIN 
BY PIRIE 


HERE was a better attend- 

ance at Monday’s meeting 

and the spectators were well 
rewarded by the last race of the 

day, which brought together for 
the’ first time over a mile Gor- 
don Pirie and Derek Ibbotson. 


Pirie, straight from his two- 
miles success at the White 
| City, was surprisingly fresh 
| and did the double over Ibbot- 
son in a new track record of 
4min. 15.7sec. Ibbotson’s time 
was given as 4min. 16.3sec., 
' while Watford’s Mike Wiggs 
was third only half a second 
away. 


| J. Seymour (Wickham) set 
|the pace for the first two laps 
and the half-way stage was 
reached in 2min. 3.5sec, Wiggs 
took up the running on the 
third lap and led at the three- 
quarter mark, which was 


[reached in 3min. 14.3 sec, 
| Pirie took the lead running 


|down the back straight and hela 
off Ibbotson’s challenge round 
jthe home bend to run in a good 
iwinner, 


Gordon Pirie beats Dere 


metres recc 
his return 


at Croydon 
Running i 


Ilis time was 8 min. 21.5sec and he defeated 


Herman Buhl, of East Germany. 


k Ibbotson to the t 


PIRIE 


holder. contin 
with a 


ord 
to form 
on Saturday. 


» Brockman Tro 
his race 


ape in an exciting finish to the mile, 


lig goes . 


EASY VICTORY FOR 
GORDON 


C. SMITH’S 


Gordon Pirie, the world’s 3,000 


RECORD 


ued 


com- 
fortable victory in the 1,500, metres 


phy 


meeting won — in 
1,500metres race at Crovdon Arena... on 3min 5 c, over 30 yards ahead 
Sunday he again led the way in a 3,000 metres event in of John Davies 


{ 


: Shirley 


the 
women’s A.A.A. 
pionships at 

Park. yesterday, 
Salute 


An 
For 


don, 
lowed. 


Plus’ that of 
Gordon, told, 


WELL DONE 


On a hard, windy day, she 
equalied the British quarter- 
564s. 


mile record of 
tenth of a second 


the world record), repeating 3 
the time she returned in the 


heats on Frida 


Pirie wins 
in the 
rain 


[\ view of the conditions Gordon 


Pirie was quite pleased With 
his winning Smin, 21.6see, time 
in Amsterdam on Sunday. “It 
was pouring with rain,’ he 
said, “and the track was really 
churned up as it has been used 
for speedway racing » 


He raced on the same ‘track two 


years ago but it was then in 
s0od shape. “There doesn't 
seem to be much public enthu- 
Siasm for athleties there," he 
said, “but those taking part are 
Setting up g00d standards." 


WO brave girls, 
Pirie 
Madeleine Weston, stole 
thunder in 


Motspur 


Shirley Pirie. 
Last year, in Sweden, she 
snapped an Achilles ten- 
operation 
months 
issue was in doubt—would 
Shirley run again ? 
Shirley's. determination, 
husband 


and 


the 
cham- 


fol- 
the 


(one- 
outside 


. 


SHIRLEY PIRIE ... she equalled the women’ 
record for the second time in 18 hou 


BRITISH SUCCESSES IN 
AMSTERDAM 


AMSTERDAM, Sunday.—D. A, G. 
Pirie won_the 3,000 metres in the 
Olympic Day athletics meeting here 
to-day. 

He clocked 8 min 21.6sec comfort- 
ably to beat H. Buhl, of East Ger- 
many, whose time was 8min 22sec. 
Pirie and Buhl slipped the field 300 
metres from the tape, ‘and Pirie, re- 


sisting the challenge of the German. 


finished strongly. 


Shirley Pirie finishing the 
quarter-mile in 56.4s. at 


s 440 yards 
rs. 


Motspur Park. 


DOUBLE 


Praise the PIRIES! Gordon 
Jeads the way with a smart week- 
end double, winning the 3,000 
metres in Amsterdam yesterday 
in 8mins. 21.6secs. to follow-up 
his victory in a 1,500 metres race 
at Croydon on Saturday. 

His wife, Shirley, won the 
440 yards title in the women's 
AAA championships in 56.4sees. 
to equal the English native, 
national and all-comers’ records 
—for the SECOND time in two 
days. 

But in Amsterdam yesterday 
she dropped down to the 100 
metres and could only finish 
sixth. Heathér Young won the 
race in 11.7sec, 


SS, SR ae Se See a ee RD eg. Pe saucer, in View, OF Liaon 3s 
form, this means breaking the English three-mile record. 

“JT will do to Eldon what I did to him at the White City two-mile on Whit- 
Monday,” says Pirie. In that race, after Eldon had worked hard at the 
front, Gordon sprinted to snatch victory on the last lap. 

Pirie is not boasting. Since his return from New Zealand he has quietened. 
The only thing that stirs his anger has been the surprise omission of his 
wife Shirley’s name from the Empire Games team—after her great runs in 
: Se SSS = ass the W.A.A.A. Championships last 

‘ week, 


“In 1952 officials said Shirley was too 
young for the Olympic Games,” says 
Gordon. “Two years later Shirley was 
only put into the European Games team 
at the last minute—and then finished 
ahead of any other British girl.” 


| NOT BIG ENOUGH? 


90006000800000000080000 
IRIE added that Shirley was dropped 


en 2 iefot on Tih NSE 
PIRIE TREATS THE FANS TO 
YEAR’S BEST 


Britain’s top athletes 


on record form 


ig the tre ge ae a - her 
name ras been le oul o ne Empire 
} at Heathfield Sports | a 


I wonder if Shirley’s trouble {s belonging 
to a small club, the Phoenix ? 


’ F ‘ j While Gordon goes for the ; 
HORTLY after 4 o'clock, the tall, thin, track-suited t Southera ——s miles, Derek 
figure of the modern enigma of British athletics, opposition, runs” at ‘Mane 


Gordon Pirie, emerged from the relative darkness of the 
dressing rooms and jogged out to face Saturday’s brilliant 
sunshine and the curious eyes of the spectators at the 
Heathfield Sports at Stompond Lane, Walton. 


chester White City, in the 

Northern three, 1 

Pirie, Eldon and Ibbotson 

are certs for Cardiff. IF bot- 

son's shake-up win aver Aus- 

tralian Mervyn I-incoln at 


A few warming-up exercises before he stripped down | mule eae caer on ie 
and then Pirie was ready to do battle with three other «inches of liquid oud. 
Internationals for the mile-race honours. Taking the } 
outside lane, Pirie was lying a comfortable second at the } 
first bend with John Disley at his heels. \ 
And that was still the order | ~— \ 
at the end of two laps, Corm- . . 
pleted. _ 60.1 a a5 C ZL ji , # ' 2 gs } j | FA a 
seconds—times whic ade ea 2 { « P = : ~ { 2 IN 
ee snasen four-namaute-wilie : QOuU { (4 ZR IX | CUM (i ) tite t C. SA TES IN 


a possibility. 
ing man lagging, first Pirie 
and then Disiey moved out to 
overtake but at the third lap 
bell, it was Disley who took 
the lead from Pirie with the 
rest of the field strung out 
behind. 


PIRIE MOVES UP 


Around the first 
the last lap, 


bend of 
Pirie began to 


With the lead- | 


“When he’s good, he’s very, very good,” 


controversial 


Gordon 
Walton, on Saturday, 


Pirie. At 


sums up the 
Stompond Lane, 
he showed the fans some of his 
best form, beating Olympic athlete John Disley to the 


ELDON WINS | 
WITH PIRIE 
TRAILING 


21-year-old | 


Poe sae te g 0 —TAN ELDON. : 
mov ra barnes eo tape in a time of 4 minutes 4.7 seconds—the fastest KJ Windsor policeman,, arrived | 
aown the < Straight. niv ‘ 


by a very t Jap could the 
winner bre four minutes 
and Pirie was running very 
Inia tae finishing 


time of the year for the mile in Britain. 


just in time for the Southern 
| Counties Three Miles champion- | 
| ship at Uxbridge yesterday and } 
i then went much too fast a | 


! Gordon Pirie, George Knight, 

the two leaders ' and the rest. | 

g but it was  Pirie's {. In fact, his runaway win in 
Internationa: vest Which | 


breasted the tape with num- 
berless Disiey three yards 
behind. 

Even though Pirie was in- 
side 60 seconds on the last 
lap, his finishing time was 
still 4.7 seconds outside the 
four-minute barrier. But it 
was nevertheless the fastest 
mile of the year so far in 
this country. 

Disiey's time of 4 minutes 
5.4 seconds may earn him a 
place in the Welsh teara for 
the Empire Games, where he 
may again be opposed by W. 


PIRIE ON 
FINAL LAP 


Stan's 


big 
Joke... 


..- ds on poor old 


113min. 37.6sec. is the fastest time 
in Britain this year, one-fifth 
second faster than another Eldon 
run. Pirie rau into second place 
135 yards behind. 

[PP ieee half a mile Eldon shot away 
jinto a 40-vard lead as though he 
were running a mile. The others 
lacked the courage to join in the 
speed battle and he was away on 
jhis own. ‘ 

: Tn the last mile Pirie, Knight, and 
‘Welshman John Merriman started 
\to share the pacemaking, but they 
could not catch the policeman. | 
“This was a tremendous effort by 
Bldon. who had been on special 
\duty at Ascot last week. 

; “I've been away from home from 


ee) ; ni ; ht at 

Gordon Pirie. leight in the morning until eig t 

D. Bailey, who at Heathfield, Stan is P.-c. Eldon night, and done, hardly ie 

finished way down in the field | a Is meine : ing, _he said, ie : Ke eee . 
behind both Pirie and Disiey. winning the iabout fourth place t : 


HIS is Gordon 
Pirie’s last 
season. “Only a 
miraculous per- 
formance will 
make me run 
again,” he says. 

Already committed to re- 
turn to New Zealand in 
October, he will drive over- 
land with six passengers to 
South Africa and go on by 
boat to Australia. 

“IT cannot afford to 
continue running,” says 
Gordon. He is certain of 
that, but far less sure what 
he will do on the track. 

Pirle wants to run in 
the mile and the _ three 
miles at the Empire Games 
and probably the 5,000 
metres in the European 
Games _ in Stockholm—if 
selected. 

He is training harder 
than ever—forty quarter 
miles on one Sunday alone. 


Southern Counties 
three miles. And 
a long way behind 
—out of sight—is 
Pirie. 


sepeentvtevatenerens uaummnsenonenepeoteeenemmte 


~ By ROSS HALL 


} ({ORDON PIRIE, the 
i Young Man of athletics, upset 
i the plans of England’s Empire Games 
i selectors yesterday. 

He announced he would not run in the 
\three miles at the Kinnaird Trophy meeting 


at Chiswick on Saturday. 


After that race, the selectors will name the 
iman who joins Peter Clark, Stan Eidon and 
Derek Ibbotson in the Empire event at Cardiff 
inext month. : 

I know the A,AA.thought Pirie would run, 


Angry 


As he has the fastest 


‘time for the distance this 


seascn and is also world 
3,000 metres record holder, 
he must have been fav- 
ourite to win. 


Ridiculous 


His decision not to 
compete has put the 
selectors on the spot, 
Yesterday Pirie declared: 

“T never intended running 
in this event. 
“T considere the idea of 


leaving a place open in the: 


three miles nonsensical, 
and Derek Ibbotson’s omis- 
sion from the mile ridicu- 
lous, 

“But,” he insisted, “my 
decision not to run in the 
three miles on Saturday 


had nothing to do with the 
Empire Games selection.” 

Yet Pirie, already named 
for the Empire mile, dearly 
wanted to run in the three 
miles at Cardiff as well. A 
good performance on Satur- 
day would have seen to 
that. 

Pirie says he will run In 
the half mile at Chiswick. 

He explained: “ The Kin- 
naird meeting is an inter- 
club affair, and I am run- 
ning according to the needs 
of my club, South Londen 
Harriers.” 


M, Rawson (Birchfield H.) pips 
Cordon Pirie at the tape in the 


“1 WONT RUN i 
3 MILES 


GORDON PIRIE 
By ROY MOOR ie 


QHOULD Gordon Pirie fill 
- the three miles vacancy 
in England’s team for the 
Empire Games? | am offer- 
ing guinea$ for the best post- 
cards received by tomorrow, 

The selectors have nominated 
Pirie for the mile only at the 
Cardiff Games, and will make a 
final choice for the three miles 
after the Kinnaird title race at 
Chiswick on Saturday. 

But that day Pirie runs for his 
club in the 880 yards instead, 
That is why | am asking: Should 
the selectors nominate Pirie for 
the Empire three miles as well as 
the one mile? } 

My first guinea goes to Mr. G@ 
D. Goodrich of uron Road, 
Tooting Bec, London, who writes: 

“ Pirie MUST be nominated for 
the three miles! He is the most 
versatile runner ever produced, 
with a time of imin, 53sec. for 
$80 yards and°28min. 19.4sec. for 
six miles! His combination of 
speed and stamina has enabled 
him to outsmart such as Zatonek, 
Reiff, Kuc, tharos, Chataway, 
Santee and Ibbotson. 

“ Give that place to Pirie.” 


Kinnaird Trophy’: 880 yards 
first heat at Chiswick to-day. 


Great Finish 
Mike Rawson (Birchfield Har- 


riers) won the half-mile from the 
New Zealander, Don Smith, who 


t lap was completed in}; 
a L z time of -61.6sec. with | 
Gordon Pirie leading. He had] 
gone in front after stumbling 
badly at the star; and this cost 
him at least three yards. | 
PF a: ee ee ee a 


eS, eer 


PIRIE IS IN 3 MILES 


Ss‘ Gordon Pirie will run for England in the Empire 


Games 3-miles at Cardiff next month after all. And 

so | should think, writes Doug Wilson. Pirie was added 
to the list when the rest of England team for the Games 
were chosen last night. 

Why he was not picked when the original selections were 
‘ made six days ago I just can’t imagine. 

Stan Eldon, hero of yesterday’s British record breaking 6 
miles is, of course, number one choice for this distance, but he 
has been withdrawn from the 3 miles, despite being Britain's 
. fastest this’ year. 

The. selectors have made a wise decision here. After 
| yesterday’s record Eldon will be odds-on favourite to take the 
» Empire 6 miles title, but it would be asking too much to expect 

him to grapple with a punishing 3-miles as well. 
i Wearing the English colours with Eldon in the Empire six 
' miles will be Hugh Foord (Brighton), Martin Hyman (Ports- 
mouth) and Fred Norris (Bolton). 

Mike Bullivant (Birchfield) gets Eldon’s vacant place in the 
three miles. It will be'his first international vest and he has 
certainly earned it. The Metropolitan policeman Dave McCor- 
quodale is another newcomer to international honours with 
his selection forthe shot putt. 


DP ss p 

Ya cK s PrarXhe (tittucicde| 
L san! Z 

| Rie LAT tt 4 mw ECC 


5 ra ae 
IVC Cure 


PIRIE HOME 


iTS 5 
S T A N ELDON 
(right), new Eng- 

land six-miles-record- 
holder, beat Gordon 
} Pirie last night over 
1, miles at Padding- 
ton. Eldon’s time of 


| STAN LEADS 
1) 


\ 


PIRIE?: 96 per cen 
are on his side 


By ROY MOOR 


GORDON PIRIE should be given the vacancy in E 
land’s team for the three miles at the Empire Gan 
which start at Cardiff on July 18. That was the opin 
of 96 per cent. of readers who entered my postcard cc 


petition. 


_ Earlier this week the selectors nominated him for | 
mile only. Tonight they fill the vacancy in the three mil 
MR. R. ROWLES, of Lodway Road, Bristol, 4, is in no do! 


about who should be chosen. 
He wins two guineas for 
this answer to my question: 
“Should Pirie be picked for 
the three miles?" He wrote: 
“Pirie MUST run in the 
Empire three miles. He is the 
only English athlete with the 
ability to grind the opposition 
into the track. His fabulous 
record is proof of his capa- 
bilities, and his current form 
justifies Immediate selection. 
Despite the controversy sur- 
rounding him, Pirie maintains 
AN INDOMITABLE WILL TO 
WIN... and that is why I 
say pick Pirie. He can win 
that three-miles gold medal 
for us at the Games.” 
' A guinea goes to Mr, R. 
Kelsey, of Elm Road, Windsor 
(Berks), for the best keep- 


Pirie = out 
wrote: 

“Pirie should NOT 
selected for the three m 
because :— 


]—He lacked the stamina 
keep up with, and bh 
Stan Eldon in the South 
title race last week-end. ‘ 
Pirie of yesteryear wo 
have done this, and \ 
easily. 1 believe he is past 
peak over three miles, 


—Other men have impro 

more rapidly than Pirie | 
season and the vacant pl 
should be given to Ma 
Hyman or Basil Heatley. 


3Selection should be ba 
on consistent, impro 
running THIS season.” 


reasoning. 


These comments earn half-guinea consolations: 


‘TEMPERAMENTAL . . . TACTLESS 


@ “ Temperamental, touchy, tactless cepted 


without 


complaint,” 


and uncooperative he may hbe—but Astell, Waterloo Street, Hove ( 
Pirie is still England's best, fastest sex). 


and the most RELIABLE three-mile 
runner,”’—S. Greenberg, Shacklewell 


Lane, Hackney, E.8. 


@® “ Of course, the place must go to 
Pirie, Who is picking the Empire 
Games team ? The F.A. selectors ? ” 
G. Warman, Birmingham Road, 
Marlbrook, Bromsgrove (Worcs). 


@ “These ill-judged outbursts by 


prominent athletes 


tiresome. Selection is a fayour and 
decisions by selectors should be ao- 


team.”’—W, Mendelsson, 
Crescent, Golders Green, 


Fair play DEMANDs it. 


are hecoming 


ELDON BEATS 
PIRIE OVER 
1, MILES 


EXCITING RACE 


By Our Athletics Correspondent 

On a rain-soaked tracks S. E. 
Eldon, the A.A.A. six miles 
champion, scored a great win 
over D, A. G. Pirie in the 
Queen’s Park Harriers 1} miles 
invitation event at Paddington 
last night. 

After J. Baines, of Shaftesbury, 
had led for half a mile, Eldon 
went into the lead and was the 
head of the field at the one mile 
mark in the good time of four 
min. 20.6 sec. 

Pirie took over the lead in the fifth 
lap but the real battle came in the 
final quarter mile in which Pirie and 
Eldon fought it out stride by stride. 

Eldon proved tne stronger and 
faster in the finish and won in 6min 
27.6sec, Pirie finishing second in 6min 
28.4sec, with the Olympic steeple- 
chaser E. Shirley, third, some dis- 
tance back in 6min 35.4sec. 

It was another brilliant perfor- 
mance by Eldon who conclusively 
showed that in addition to his 
remarkable stamina he also can 
produce exceptional speed when 
required. 


and present performances, 
with his future potential, 


@ ‘If the selectors omit Pirie | 
the three miles team, it woul 
as fantastic as leaving out 
Wright from the England too 

Lee 
N.W.1 
@ ‘| say Pirie for the three m 


cou 
sh 


ensure his selection. It is as sil 
as that.’—d, Blundell, River \ 
Isca Road, Caerleon (Mon). 


i if ee - 
— [ [ay- | ; A S, 
: By “” Nomad” Pare | “WOH. 1 Itn 
i i ar St Oa SS eS Sa et 
UST OVER seven years ago but then on the back straight NGLAND’S _ selection H f : Teer 
iri London Pirlg produced a typicalily E ee : 
Nites tans pinerativels devastating final effort anid he of Gordon Périe for : Or C- peat eee 
unknown runner, came to South- drew steadily away to break the the Empire Games three ~— a ae 
ampton'’s Sports Centre and| tape 40 yards ahead of his rival. miles at Cardiff next I 
caused a stir at the men's Ryder Hyman clocked 14 mins 3.4 secs, th 
Trophy meeting by winning the] over six seconds faster than his month has saved ath- S Ses 
mils second string in se, eee round Rage iat | effort of ‘letics from one of the 
a new ground record, and nearly | last week, w Ue Llewellyn was way ‘hi * 
,14 seconds faster than the winning | behind third in the field of 14 in 14 biggest rows since the 
first string miler’s time. mins 27.2 seconds: -War, H 
At the same meeting his club- Pirie’s performance watched by Pirie, not originally named 
mate Lloyd Morgan also broke the | his Wite was ‘all the. more im- for the race, was so deter- - 
grvund record for the three miles reap hi because conditions did not ‘mined to run in the three 
with a time of 14min, 38sec. 1elp him, the track being still on ‘miles at Cardiff that he 
Since those days Pirie has made} the soft side after the rain earlier ‘made = h ta the 
a great name for himself. and it | in the week. “I thoroughly enjoyed nade an approac : : 
was as the world’s fastest 3.000 | myself” he told me afterwards. Scottish AAA to represent 
metres runner that he returned to At the same meeting in 1954. by them, ; 
the Sports Centre for Saturday's | the way Pirie’s brother Peter won Gordon’s father, Alick, ran | 
Ryder Trophy meeting to steal the | the three miles in 14 _mins 28.8 for Scotland in the interna- : 
headlines again with another] secs, while his own 1951 one-mile tional cross country race in 
brilliant performance that pro-|ground record stood for four years 1926. 
: wane ‘ Nor is that all, as Pirie re- t 
vealed to Norris McWhirter. 
Second move 
When the Scots could not 
see their way to having 
.the Yorkshire-born Pirie in : 
their team, the world 3,000 i F se 
metres record holder was all WE said, rather reluctantly, “farewell” to Gordon Pirie at Croydon Arena on Wednes- 4 tense moment in the 
; Set to start negotiations with day evening. But we gave an enthusiastic welcome and a great big “hello” to 6ft. mile race. The bell has 
ibis fateae hat ee Oe ! Bob Harvey, who recently moyed from Thornton Heath to Sydenham. tigg oe a pe go — 
: : in rear 
West Atlantic island. For, as surely. as one star fades from the scene, so another takes its place, and we tough as he relinquishes 
ate ee oe can look forward to some performances by the modest Harvey which will continue to the lead to agen and 
the ‘Snglien noes Ga here “ee carry Croydon’s banner high in the athletic world in maintaining the tradition which oe fer a ee 
mile and the three miles. the great Pirie has firmly established. — = fot dn: tive same position 
He’s serials unorthodox, t Nineteen just two weeks ago, —— a heels, the first lap of the when the three passed that 
his man Pirie. But I can’ : j an : mile was reeled off at 57. 8sec. . eat 
fail to admire his pt a { the insurance clerk captured Sitepestant British Empire Pirie swept past a tired Baines same spot again. 
. the imagination of everyone ames: at the half-mile with 2min 0.1 
present at the “Croydon| None - org No Ca a _ = the Sock. bys at the 
A ve e “3 Fi 3 were pulle as they trie to e (3 min. .2 S$eC) irie con- 
Times meeting with his tre- outwit each other in their! ceded the lead to the striding 
mendous 1 min. 53 sec. victory respective events Rhodesian and John Davies, the 
in the 880-yards. : f Belgrave Harrier. 
It was the highlight of an And so it remained. The 
! outstanding Beste, of ath- Conceded lead elusive sub-four minute mile 
leti hi th Pe . slipped from Pirie as the three 
etics which saw the cream of There was tall, moustacheoed ynttied away down the back 
Britain’s runners rubbing Sullivan from Rhodesia. For straight. Then came a flash 
shoulders with competitors ne moment in the one mile it of the old Pirie. Some 100 
from New Zealand, Ghana, ot a pon ie — — yards from home he thrust 
British Guiana, South Africa maine oe poy "weateatitete Past) Sullivan and ching to 
and Rhodesia. How Many appearance in his Home tawh the Slender lead until he 
secrets were they holding from en € crossed the line in 4 minv 9.2 
h ott eae ee f aa The dozen runners soon sec.—a new meeting record by 
Fae, a view of their strung out as Dick Baines set 7.8 seconds—with the Rhodes- 
forthcoming clash again in the a good pace and, with Pirie on ian only .5 seconds behind! 
Se - “It was a good night and I 
: | had hoped to do a 83min. 59 
| Sec.,"”" he told me afterwards. 
“I. moved well in practice on 
H Sunday when I did a 2min. 
; 57.6sec for three-quarters of a 
mile.” 
As an afterthought, Pirie told 
! me that he had had a touch of 
{ food poisoning since Monday and 
j that his first square meal in two 
} days had been a few hours 
RO vefore the meeting. 
Gordon Pirie and Martin until Peter Driver beat it with a What bad luck! But his vic- 
Hyman pictured just after | time of 4 mins 9.8 secs and that tory on that evening plus all 
the bell in the three miles, | Still stands to this day his other feats will be held in 
re Gell in the three miles. the highest esteem by his local 
ide; a hishiie at the afrenci townsfolk for many years ta 
wed the highlight of the after éome. 
Winning the threa miles in | 
Superb style in 13 minutes 57 
seconds he clipped 12.8 seconds 
off the ground record set un only I 
last Wednesday by Southamp- 
ton University student Martin | } 
Hyman in the triangular match 
between the Universities Ath- | 
letic Unicn, the Army and) 
Hampshire. 
Appropriately encugh, it was | 
Hyman, running for Portsmouth 
AC and like Pirie. a member of she 
England team for the Empire 
Games at Cardiff later this month, | 
who had a hand in the South ' 
-Londou man’s record-breaking 
effort. for he set the pace in a 
memorable race and = finished 
second. 
TERRIFIC FINISHING SPURT 
From the end of the third Gs 4 Piri 
quarter-mile lap until about 250 5 xordon Pirie, who ma is Jas x5 . R 
yards trom the tape Hyman stared 1 ‘Croydon Arena on \ Ge hls last competitive appearance oa 
a yard in front of Pirie witt y f titea, ednesday evening, is handed his orize 
another England _ international (Ald = Lotkon congratulated by the Mayor of Croydon 
Tony Llewellyn gradually droppi paler = th ~endell) for his splendid performance in 
further behind in thitd place. sae e mile event, one of the highlights of the 
At the bell, which Hyman \ Croydon |; Times meeting. Looking on jc Mr F WwW 


reached in 12min, 56.4sec. there Cranmer. ain... 


WOra ananiwseinag nharen Funes 


Cw Vitiase ru; 


‘a A ’ ‘ ites) Gy J. B. G. THOMAS 
| H rt a Th " If iu H UND and round they went, ir 
a \- a 4 ij te “| Pir) {7 ) | A | | Nit I lap after lap, the most dis- a O U ni ' 
"2 , . i ta eeehes in the a nee \ 
peer EE: Gy: en ae) ce ST RS ees ces Ny _ Liss ames—Gordon Pirie an ere : Pa Scouse F ae 
j Ibbotson, and athletes from al] to see icine ona pees back 
! nations watch them on the train-/@gainst criticisin an lack of form. 
of ing track at the St. Athan|They are not ready to applaud 


Empire Village (writes J. B, G.| ingratitude. 


1 The practice track at St. Athan 
for IN THE ] er eee F f i provided a feast of colour as the 
| . Are they finished? Will they hit 2 
B.A. \ the headlines again? Can they iste oe oF a 
THREE MILES Sk the glory that was Canadians, Australians, aves 
Pressmen, officials, and compe-|Indians, Indians an outh 
AT Lonvons Uitors from all countries watched] Africans were all at the Starting | 
41 CITY these two famous _ athletes] blocks t.gether, and there were 
Walte undergo a hard work-out yester-|no incidents,” and they all 
WAS day in an attempt to get mentally|thoroughly enjoyed themselves, 
Lice and physically fit for next week's 
i) LE great tests at the Sn Pace. ’ 
CON Their opponents believe they 
STAB are “burnt out,” and say Pirie 
Stan “killed” himself chasing Kuts at 


Melbourne, and Ibbotson, by his 
fantastic series of races last year, 

Will they prove the critics 
Wrong? The facts supporting the 


= = argument say “No!” but even a 
LIK THIS 100 Pressmen and critics could be 
To SPECTATORS a 


No comment 
The two athletes offer no com- 
ment, but all Wales is wondering, 
“Can they reach top form again?” 
It is an old tag that champions 
never come back, but the great 
crowd at the Arms Park will 
make their voices heard if the TV 


Dont deny it Sir. 
{| Know when I'm Cunning 
at So MPH. 


Stan Eldon (Windsor 
the A.A.A. 3 miles 


& Eton A.C.), 


Champion. 


WEARY PIRIE 


Comes in 12th 


The rudest blow of all came 
through the magnificently thorough 
three-mile v:crory of S. E. Eldon, who 
iS in the six miles at Cardiff. Over 
half a lap behind him a weary Pirie 
foiled in 12th. An even wearier 
Ibbotson had dropped out after two 
miles. ¥ 

Neither looked likely to bea serious 
force at Cardiff to-morrow week and 
the selectors will now have to think 
hard about their choice for the 5.000 
metres in Stockholm. The only Eng- 
lish competitors to make any show 
behind Eldon. were P. R. Clark, who 
finished third, and G. Knight, last 
year’s six-mile hero, who finished 
fifth. 

Eldon was described by someone as 
“the front runner to end all front 
Tunners " and. with shoulders rolling 
and arms across chest, he had the 
field strung ou: on Saturday with a 
remarkable four minute 17.6 first 
mile. 

At this point he was 25 vards ahead 
of a very brave Kenyan, Maiyoro, who 
ran alone in second piace throughout 
Another 25 yards behind came Pirie, 
Ibbotson and -he rest, 

Alter that, the main question was 
whether Eldon could beat Ibbotson's 
British all-com record of last vear 
13min 20.8. A cond mile in 4 min 
32.4 kept him uy with the clock but 
with no one : keep him going the 
early pace be to tell. Though l:e 
finished with Sec last quarter, he 
Was 1.6sec outside the record, 


SMILING MILERS 


England’s Gordon Pirie and 


Neville Scott 


(New Zealand), 


favourites of British athletics do 
come back, 

Douglas Alastair Gordon Pirie 
runs in the mile heats a week 
tomorrow. and George Derek 
Ibbotson in the three miles next 
Tuesday. 

Will it be their “swan-song” or 
their big “come-back?” 

Welshmen will watch eagerly 
for they like nothing better than 


Two of 

England’s runners in this 

event are those controver- 

sial characters GORDON 

PIRIE and DEREK IBBOT- 

SON, seen (left) during a 
training run. 


COMPANION: 
FOR PIRIE 


in step at Paddington as 
they practised for the 
Empire Games ... Gordon 


Terry Sullivan ot Rhodesia 
accompanies bare-footed Gor- 
don Pirie in a practice run at 
Cardiff. 


Pirie escapes 


We are not the only escapists 
from the Empire Games Village. 
Gordon Pirie has slept out 
of camp ever since he 
arrived on Sunday. “There is 
too much noise to sleep peace- 
fully in the camp,” he says with 
justification 

There is only hardboard parti- 
tioning between the cubicles, and 
even this does not reach the roof 
of the huts. One noisy person 
can keep 50 people awake. 

Pirie has his wagon in a nearby 
field, and lives there with his 
wife, Shirley. Mrs. Pirie has been 
helping both her husband and 
Derek Ibbotson by timing their 
work on the track 


Steps up training 


When team manager Pat Sage 
arrived last night, Pirie at once 
sought and received his blessing 
on his accommodation arrange- 

| ment. 

| Pirie has stepped up his train- 

: ing although lowering the pace of 
his running. 

* “In the last two days 1 have 
run 50 miles,” he tells me. “Some 
of my muscles haye not liked it, 
but I shall carry on for a couple 
of days and then ease off in 
readiness for Tuesday’s three 
miles,” 

After that Pirie has a mile heat 
on Thursday, and with any luck 
the mile final two days later 


i! 


Serre cee 


RIE WARNE 


MORE BREACHES 


OF DISCIPLINE 


YOU GO HOME’ British Empire 


controversial 
> the line — or get out.” 


PIRIE, 


, at Cardiff Arms Park, 


had failed to| 
. the England 
Empire Village, 
in preparation 
show at Cardiff, 
i by England 
m manager ‘Mr. 


breaches of disci- 
1 are out of the 
‘as also ordered to 
p’—an instruction 
rie’s residence out- 
e Village. 

e former inter- 
, champion Shirley 


mped out with} 
ht. 
t started 


che row brewed up: 
he coaches left the 


dashed up in his 
nd was told to 
1is white flannels, 
nd grey felt hat 
nd make his own 
ns Park. 

rid that he had 


an explanation of 
1 at the parade in 


lation Was _ not 
me. I told him} 
2viously given him} 
s. He had asked; 
miss the opening 
, this had been 


ided, with the 
fr. K. S. Duncan, 
am manager, that 
printers who are| 
ieats and possiblv 


semi-finals and the final ot the 
100 vards tomorrow must attend. 

‘When he finally arrived at 
the Stadium I took him aside 
with the athletics captain Ian 
Boyd and the vice-captain Geoff 
Elliott and told him: ‘Any 
turther breach of discipline and 
home you go. I also told him 
that his sleeping-out pass had 
been withdrawn ” 


Too hot 


Pirie was the only member of 
the England team who had per- 
mission to sleep outside the 
Village, said Mr. Sage. 

“He had asked permission to 
sleep under canvas as he said 
the huts were too hot for him. 
|I saw no reason to refuse him 
| this request. Now, however, he 
will have to sleep with the rest 
in the Village.” 


Gordon Pirie and his wife 


character of world sport, was ordered last night 
The ultimatum came as a prelude to the open- 


An angry Pirie told me: “My 
wife and I have been camping out 
in the district. Now they force me 
to move into camp. I decided to 
camp out because it is impossible 
to sleep in the Village because of 
the noise.’ 

Shirley Hampton said: “Im 
very disappointed. It’s a lot of 
trouble about nothing.” 

Pirie drove into camp at 6.45 
in his German-built van—TYN 
127—which was loaded with camp- 
ing equipment. 

After playing table tennis bare- 
foot in the N.A.A.F.I., Pirie told 
me over a 10 o’clock dish of soup: 
“I would normally be in bed by 
9.30. but it will be impossible to 
sleep in this place without ear- 


plugs, and that is out of the 
question. _ 
“My wife and I are fed up 


with the whole thing.” 


photographed at the Empire Village, 
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THE SIXTH 


Paciaaniaes ih 
Games 


OPENING OF THE EMPIRE GAMES. _ The 
| England team marching past Prince Philip 


(arrowed) during the opening ceremony of the 

British Empire ‘and Commonwealth Games at 

Cardiff Arms Park yesterday. About, 1,500 com- 
petitors from 37 countries are taking part. 


St. Athan, last night. ‘ 


Three miles 


LAS for England’s hopes! Those 
who came expecting some miracu- 
lous revival by Pirie and/or Ibbotson 
stayed to watch Australasian heels 
grind deeper into the cinders the home- 
land’s faded reputation at this distance. 


Only once before has English supremacy 
been toppled in the Games three miles. 
That was in 1938 when New Zealand’s C. 
H. Matthews slashed the series record by 
33 seconds to a then fabulous 13. 59.6, 
Cardiff saw the wheel turn full circle” as 
another Kiwi, in the person of unassuming 
Murray Halberg, clipped more than 20 secs. 
off Chataway’s Vancouver time and soundly 
beat world record holder Al Thomas in the 
process. 


The stock Thomas, after his 13.10.8 in 
Dublin, was an obvious favourite and set 
a business-like pace in keeping with that 
role. Pirie, Maiyoro and Ibbotson followed 
him as he completed the first lap in 64.6, 
but it was the Australian who dictated the 
race as he swept to the half-mile in 2.8.0, 
threequarters in 3.12.6 and mile in 4, 18.4. 


Through the fifth lap (5.25.6) and the 
sixth (6. 34.8) he continued confidently and 
on the seventh (7.42.6) put in a Kutsian 
burst. It carried him nowhere away from 
the danger behind as two black-vested 
figures pounced in unison and Halberg and 
Scott moved up for the kill. 


Thomas kept ahead at two miles (8.55.6) 
with Scott behind him doing the donkey 
work for Halberg, but on the ninth lap 
(10.3.6) Halberg chose his moment, and 
forged to the front, followed by his team- 
mate. At 24 miles (11.7.0) he was 20 yards 
ahead and pulling away. 


So to the bell in 12. 11.2 and a last lap 
in which Thomas could do no more than 
overtake Scott. without hope of catching 
his main rival. Halberg ran smoothly on, 
to win by 60 yards in the htird fastest time 
ever recorded. 


Behind Scott came Pirie, and Clark—both 
in a personal best time, but with Clark 
glowering at his colleague for some mis- 
applied footwork. What a sad contrast was 
this to the Kiwis’ teamwork. Sadder still. 
perhaps. was the sight of a weary Ibbotson 
lumbering home tenth. The Arms Park 
battle was evidently not to be won on the 
golf course of Porthcawl. 


RESULT 
lL M; G; HALBBERG (NZ), ITS 2, Ay Gs 
THOMAS (Aus,), 13.24.4; 3, N. I. SCOTT (N.Z.), 
13.26,2' 4. D. A. G. PIRTIE (Eng.) 13.2056; 5. PP. R 
CLARK (Eng.), 13.30.65 6, J. MERRIMAN (Wales), 
7 W. D. POWER (Aus.) 13.37.6; 8. A 
TIA (Kenya). 13.42.2; 9. W. D. BAILLIE (N.Z.) 
13.44.45 10, G. D. IBBOTSON (Eng.): Il. M. J. 


BULLIVANT (Eng): 12. N. MATYORO (Kenya): 13 
D. J. P. RICHARDS (Wales): 14. L. BINNTE (Scot.): 
15, A. B. MAGEE (N.Z.); 16, J. CONNOLLY (Scot.): 
17, W. McCUE (N. Ireland): 18. K, SUM 
(Kenya): 19, G. DE PEANA (Brit. Guiana); 20, N. M 
SHAH (Pak.); 21. A. W. SALLEH (Sarawak). J 
DISLEY (Wales) did not finish 


@® Above : Murray Halberg 
runs the last few yards to 
victory in the three-mileé 
race and (left) he collapses; 
after his great effort, * 
3 es 


.that Welsh crowds have not been 


straight away. 


' 


|. Of the nome representatives thin 
man) Gordon Pirie alone put up 
fal, sort of opposition to finish 
a-puffing and blowing fourth after 
seeing a. bronze medal snatched 
from him in the last punishing 10 
_|vards, ‘ 

What a race! What amazing 
jconfidence Elliott has in his own 
pace judgment. 

; Once he had decided that this 
lwas no sort of company to be seen 
in the gold medal was in the bag. 


Teaming up 


It seemed to me that there was 
a little bit of teaming up going on 
jamongst the two New Zealanders & 
‘with the possibility of Murray Hal- 
berg adding another gold medal] to 
-the one he collected. so efficiently 
{in the three miles. 


Neville Scott, his Kiwi colleague, * 
made the pace over the first 
Quarter and looked to be prepared 
to sacrifice his chances to break 
the rest of the field 


‘ He broke himself and Halberg, 
having covered the first lap in 
61.3sec., Which gave everybody who 
| knew their athletics the indication 
that we were due for another sub 


four minute mile 

Elliott decided that this was the 
time to make a break. He was 
‘followed by Lincoln. 


Pirle fastened en and so into the 
third lap with Pirie tucked in 
behind Elliott ready to have a go, 

Then we saw the distress signals 
as Pirie rolled and shook his head. 

Away went Elliott after the bell, 
and. as he entered the last bend 
.it was’a case of 15 yards, 20 yards, 
25 yards with the field. trailing. 
and Pirle having a terrific struggle 
down the homie straight for third 
place. F 


‘Indian sign’ 


He seemed to be due for the 


that great Australian athlete, 
Cardiff yesterday. 


oy ont own, Herb Elliott, 
medal by winning the mile at 
rostrum and a bronze medal fror: n i 

the Duke of Edinburgh when he o etanEh when i Gomes to 


suddenly felt the full impact. of 
the pace, which had been too fast! 


>, collects his second gold 
at ¢ Man behind him, Merv Lincoln, is 
miling, au ha ok at the distance he is from the fantastic 

erb! 


for him, and could do nothing 
about It when Thomas made a 
sprint to register Australia's 


greatest victory 


in this event. 
Australians 


have complained 


giving them a fair deal in applaud- 
ing their representatives. They 
can withdraw that complaint 


@ Herb Elliott, half-mile gold medallist, streaks home 


comfortably from Gordon Pirie (England) in the mile 


a 


— 
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Some first-class racing dominated the 
second day of the British Games spon- 
‘sored by the News of the World at the 
White City yesterday before a crowd of 
.more than 45,000, larger than for many 
seasons. There were admirable perform- 
ances in the 880 yards, mile, and two 
miles, and particular satisfaction for 


‘spectators in Clark’s two miles win in 


8min. 37.6sec.—the third fastest time 
for this distance. The British Empire 
and Commonwealth team won both 
their matches with Great Britain, the 
men by 199 to 162 and the women by 
89+ to 834, 


BOUNDING AWAY 


Clark, in the two miles, at last showed 
the type of courageous running that is 
needed in the middle distances if Britain 
are to have any chance against the rest 
of Europe at Stockholm. After the first 
three laps had been run in 63 seconds, 
64.4 and 66.1, the mile was reached in 
4min. 19.4sec. by Heatley. Then, on the 
back straight of the fifth lap, Clark, as 
if tired of the continual changes in pace 
and leadership, shot away. 

On the back straight of the sixth lap 
Clark increased his lead over Pirie and 
Gordon to 12 yards, and he passed the mile 
and a half in 6min. 28.8sec. At the bell 
(7min.  32.4sec.), bounding away with 
powerful strides, he was 25 yards ahead 
and, in spite of having run the penultimate 
lap in 63.6sec.; he covered the last 440 
yards in a brave 65.2sec. Clark's final 
time of 8min. 37.6sec. means that he must 
go to Stockholm in the 5,000 metres, for 
Piric is at present far more suited to the 
1,500 metres. 


Peter Clark coming round the 
final bend to win the two miles 
to-day. 


ning the three miles at the 
White Gity this afternoon 


' 

\ 

| 

| A. G, Thomas (Australia) win- 
' 

! 

| 

} 


DNC . 


ALBERT THOMAS (Aus- 
tralia) leading STAN 
ELDON (Great Britain) 
during the’ Britain’ y. 
Empire match at the 
White City, London. 


Thomas Again 


Australian Albert Thomas beat 
Stan Eldon, Gordon Pirie and 
Peter Clark in the three miles to 
beat Derek MJIbbotson’s British 
record of 13min. 20.6sec. 

After the first mile 1t became a 
straight duel between Thomas 
and Eldon. The British policeman 
whose right hand was heavily 
bandaged from an injury the pre- 
vious night showed his typical 
tenacity by staying with Thomas. 

In fact he did more than this. 
Twice over the last six laps he 
stole the lead on a track which 
had been flooded earlier by a 
cloudburst 

But \all the time the person- 
ality of the little Australian 
dominated the race. In the sixth 
lap he sapped Eldon’s strength 
with a 440 yards covered in 64.3 
sec. As Eldon stuck with him 
the Australian piled home an- 
other lap of 66sec. 

A half mile of 2min, 10sec. in 
the middle of a three mile race 1s 
the symbol of a great runner. And 
make no mistake, that is what 
Thomas looked to-day. 

Eldon was obviously handi- 
capped by the hangover of an 
Empire Games six miles defeat 
and the fact that last night he cut 
open his hand through a glass 
window at eleven o’clock. 

“T should have gone to hospital 
but was worried the doctor might 
ask me to withdraw from this 
race.” 

Best of Career 

Although Thomas was the 
superior man, Eldon resurrected 
jhimself as an athletic giant to- 
day. His time of 13min. 23sec. for 
the second place was the fastest 
of his career and _ certainly 
earned him a ticket for the 
European championships. 

I imagine his partner in Stock-: 
holm will be Gordon Pirie whe 
‘finished third. But how sad to see 
the once mighty Pirie with his 
head nodding like a doll once the 
little Thomas stepped up the nace. 
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NEW TRACK RECORD 
FOR THE 880 YARDS 


By POSTMAN 
HE two Australian “marvel men” — Elliott and 
Lincoln. — a pleasant sunny afternoon, and four 


English internationals thrown. in for’ good measure, 
There, in a nutshell, is the story of August Bank Holi- 
day Monday at Woodside. 

The largest crowd of 1958 were given an added 
treat when the loudspeaker announced that the two 
Australians would. be coming down from the White 
City *vith Gordon Pirie and Derek Ibbotson. 


They duly arrived with Herb ' 
Elliott running against Pirie in 
the ‘half’? and Lincoln finishing 
on his own in the two miles 
after setting his own pace for 
seven of the eight laps, Elliott 
was a winner too. 

Yes, the races were won by 
the Australians, but they were 
not without a shock. This was 
provided in the 880 yards when 
it was county champion John 
Wenk. (Welwyn) and not Pirie 
‘who followed Elliott. home, 

The ., Australian finished 15 
yards ahead of game John in a 
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new track record time of 
1 minute 50.7 seconds, but it 
‘was not until the back straight 
that Elliott finally shook off 
Wenk. 


Where was Pirie ? Down the) 
field (fourth to be exact), with | 
J Marsden of Achilles taking 
third spot. | 


ELLIOTT AHEAD 


Elliott took the lead just be- 
fore the half-way stage, but for 
a while he had Watford’s Derek 
Fear running up to his shoulder. | 
That was the order at the bell, | 
when Elliott’s time was 55 
seconds. Pirie was in fourth 
position. 


Previous Woodside track 
record was 1 minute 51.3  sec- 
onds, set up by Buswell last 
season. Kenk’s time was 1 min- 
‘ute 55 seconds, not a personal ! 
best, and Marsden _ returned 
1 minute 56 seconds. 


Signature hunters surround Herb Elliott and Mery Lincoln.—S4351D, 


ER ORO 


Herb Elliott works his way 
upfield in the early stages of 
the 880 yards.—S4355D. 
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The men the Woodside crowd waited eagerly to see. 
relaxes with Gordon Pirie while 


Australia’s star miler, Herb Elliott, 


ELDON RUNS 
9th—SAYS 
‘TM PLEASED’ 


By ALAN WILLIAMS 


AY JINDSOR policeman Stan 
Eldon struggled home ninth 
out of 10 runners behind 
Gordon Pirie over 1,500 metres 
at Paddington last night, 
Then Eldon pronounced him- 


‘self “ very pleased and all set for 


a good time in the British 
Games three miles on Saturday.” 

Explained Eldon: “1 set out to 
discover whether my poor Empire 
Games six-mile form was a tem- 
porary affair, And by doing 3min. 
o2sec.—worth my fastest mile time 
of 4min. 9sec.—U’m convinced 
I've not gone stale,” 


* 


Eldon led on the first two laps 
last night, but on the third Pirie, 
steeplechaser Eric Shirley, and 
Mike Blagrove strode through. 
Shirley, always impressive, went 
ahead until 80 yards from the 
finish, but Pirie pounded through 
to win by 10 yards in 
3smin. 48.2sec. 

Shirley was 
Blagrove third. 

: gay and_ so-friendly Pirie 
said: “I'm well pleased. My time 
was worth a 4dmin. 4sec.’ mile, 
and. of course, the track was a 
little Joose.” 


second and 


PIRIE BLAZES 
HOT TRAIL 


By John Bromley 


GORDON PIRIE, fighting 

M hard to keep his place 
among the _ sport’s top men, 
scored for the second successive 
night at Motspur Park Jast 
evening, 

Pirie won the two miles in 8 
min. 54.4 sec., but he was given a 
run for his money by little known 
Frank Seal, a year-old National 
Serviceman from Ponders End, 

Seal caught Pirie at 1} miles, 
but the last ned produced a 
fantastic burst over the last 
furlong. 
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; RNATIONALS.—These three (left to right) D. H. Segal (Thames Valley Harriers), 
ibs o Pirie (South London Harriers) and P. F. Radford (Birchfield Harriers), who 


‘took part in the sports, are among Great Britain’s representatives in the European 
‘ championships at Stockholm 


KODAK SPORTS 
Victory For Pirie 

D. A. G. Pirie was in winning form 
at the Kodak sports at Wealdstone: 
Taking the lead just before the bell 


In the mile, he romped home to an 
easy 12 yard victory. 


Gordon Pirie winning the 
mile in comfortable style. 


a EAVING England in September, to seek a permanent 
iL home in the New Zealand sun, are Shirley and 
Gordon Pirie. But before sailing away, the lithe, 
graceful Pirie has—or is it now “had”—a last athletic 
ambition. 
“T just want to beat Vladimir Kuts,” he told me wist- 
fully in the Empire Village. 


“ Wistfully,” because lost 
among the big news from 
Moscow last week was a 
short news item which said 
that Kuts, sick with a 
stomach ailment, had been 
dropped from Russia’s team | 
in the USSR v USA battle ! 
of the athletic giants in Mos- 
cow this afternoon. 

And the European Cham- 
pionships in Stockholm, 
which would be Pirie’s last 
chance of matching his 
strength against Kuts, are 
only three weeks away. 

All last season Gordon 
waited for a Kuts meeting— 
in vain. Now there is little 
chance of a Kuts’ recovery in 
time. 

It was a puzzled Pirie to 
whom I talked at the Empire 
Village a day after he 
finished fourth in the three 
miles. s 

“Why is everyone running 
me down?” he asked. “My 
time was the fastest I have 
ever done for the distance.” 

A fair question, I could not 
answer it. 


. e r 
Pirie’s bus 

(jORDON PIRIE, running 

for Britain in the 5,000 
metres in the European cham. 
pionships this afternoon, was 
worried when I telephoned 
Stockholm earlier today. 

He’d lost track of his small, 
blue bus, 

Pirie lent the vehicle to a 
party of eight Empire Games 
athletes and he told Norris 
McWhirter “I haven’t heard 
from them for séveral days 
now.” 

Pirie was hoping that the 
bus would turn up by the 
time the championships 
opened—“ I'll heave a sigh 
of relief when I see it arrive, 
having crossed the ferry from 
Denmark in one piece.” 

The driver was expected to 
be master miler Herb Elliott 
and his “crew” included 
David Power, the Empire six- 
mile and marathon cham- 
pion; Murray Halberg, the 
New Zealander who won the 
three miles at Cardfff: and 
two famous girl athletes, 
Norma Thrower and Betty 
Cuthbert. 


oo 
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| It was still raining steadily when the 
5,000 metres runners were sent away. The 
track was so flooded that the race was run 
in the third lane, the start being some 12 
yards before the eventual finishing Jine. 
' ‘The Poles Krzyszkowiak and Zimny domin- 
ated the race from the third lap onwards, 
and were on their own for the last 600 
metres. The slim Zininy did all the pacing 
for Krzyszkowiak, and though the French- 
man Bernard led at the end of the seventh ‘ aN - / 
and cighth laps the only serious challenge \v (eT: a st 3 
came on the back straight of the ninth, : . 
when Clark attempted to break away. 
The ninth lap was nearly three seconds 
faster than the eighth, but as they came 
past the main stand Clark had a lea ct 


only two yards on the Poles. He fell back 
on the eleventh, leaving Pirie to challenge 
before he. too, was broken. At the bell 
Zimny was a foot in front of Krzyszkowiek, 
but the latter unleashed a powerfu! Durst 
with 250 metres to Zo and a last lap of 
64.6sec. on the outside track (worth 6ise: 
approximately for 460 Metres) gave him 
another gold medal to add to the one 
won in the 10,000 metres. Clark led Pirie 
on the final bend, but then Pirie sprinted 
past to take third place. The times in such 
Weather were worth at least 10 seconds 
faster 


Storléparen Gordon Piries maka Shirley 


: stupar t finalen pé 400 m. Landsmaninnan Moira 
Hisco som tog bronset kollapsade 


efter mallin jen och fick biras ut pa bar. Hon kunde inte 
delta i segerceremonin, men repade sig sedan. 
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nom iens ~~ ELLIOTT BREAKS 
~ “BARRIER? FOR 


— NINTH TIME 
1) HRS 


of Australia, 
in the world 
1.500 


i ov 


Wed 
who on 


rsday ni 
a new world 
36secs. for 
last night 
time oi 
he 


figure 
500 1 


Ibbotso 
ht in 4min 
fifth 


TOP MAN.—-Jubilant Herb  Elltott is chaired by fellow- 
athletes, among them Gordon Pirie (.cer) alter his best-ever 
1.500 metres at Gothenburg. 


W 
Was 


Britain's D. A. G. Pirie won the! 
5,000 meires in 13min 61.6sec. ' 
D. Power. Australia’s Goid Medal! 
winner of the six miles” and}! 


marathon at the Empire Games. led ‘ Pe 

; at the 2.000 metres mark. but could ; a | | 
;not keep un the pace and dropped a } 
/out after 4.000 metres. ii LT L[C- VE 


'Mrs. Pirie Runner-up 
; Miss Betty Cuthbert (| Australias 
{won the women’s 400 metres in 544 | 


| Secondas—on eighi-ienths of a 
second outside the world record held 
! by Russia’s Miss Maria Iikina, 

Britain’s Shirley Pi 
second in seconds, wil 
May Hier «Sweden! third. 
Other resulis 


: 3 : - , . as IW aérit.. 8 sfter sis - segraren Lerb 
engelska milen efter 800 meter, Nérmast bakem farthallaren ses Waern, som efter sig nar sesraren 


Eliott och Halberg. Nya Zeeland (71). 


Selina 


| 
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FLOODED TRACK 


In the 3,000 metres steeplechase, D. A. G. 
Pirie made an unexpected appearance, his & 
first in this event, and in spite of his hurd- 
ling going to pieces after four laps he dic 
Well to keep reasonably in contact with the 
fast early pace (1,000 metres in 2min. 
46sec.) of the Russian, Rhizschin, who won 
the silver medal at Stockholm. Rhizschin, 
Possibly the best Steeplechase runner the 
world has ever seen for economy in the 
clearance of hurdles, went away over the 
last. 800 metres and_ his time of 8min, 
34.6sec was an achievement on the flooded 
track. Pirie’s time of 9min. 6.6sec. had 
only been beaten by eight British Steeple- 

sup to the beginning of this season. 
rs. Pirie (12.5sec.) came second in the 
metres, but well behind Australia’s 
Olympic champion. Miss B. Cuthbert 


Shirley Piries fodselsdag 
feiret pa forskudd 


RZHISHIN (348) A MENACE 


7 stor likumsnummer pa Bislet igdr 
-METEREN BLE IKKE det store pub 
kis aeieens trio var i seerklasse. Bildet er tatt i ee oe Ze 
| piri i Ww lia (delvis skjult), hans lan 
rie leder, fulgt av David Power, Austra i ans 
Acie Albert Thomas og Tor Torgersen. Helt til hoyre Reidar Ness 


Pirie keeps promise 
’ for Shirley HAR GORDON FORLOVET SEG til sin kone? Hun har jodselsd 


| OSLO, Friday. idag og Pirie har lovet henne at han skal forsoke a gi henne en verden 
' (4 ORDON PIRIE fulfilled a birthday promise to his wife here rekord i fodselsdagsgave. Vi tror ikke engelskmannen skal mangle hje 


tonight and thrilled a 25,000 crowd in doing so. Running — jyg publikums side. Bildet er tatt hjemme hos familien Piries nors. 
against Albert Thomas and Dave Power, the Australians, vertskap igdr kveld. 


Mi Pirie won the 5,000 metres in 14min. 15.8sec. 
w * . ’: 
Shirley, whose 23rd birthday 


BISLET-PUBLIKUMS STOF 


today, had been told by Gordon YNDLING fra Oslo-lekene i fo 
that he would make her a presen: x . ee iri ha; 
of the 5,000 metres win. rige uke, Gordon chasis e ¥ : 
alle It was a long way outside the frue Shirley bor for tiden hjer 
= WIR N ld recor smin. 35.0sec ‘ank Steffensen pa Lar 
ry . ee | world record of 13min. 35.0sec. me hos Prank Stef 
PI RIK I I RST IN held by the’ Russian, Vladimir bertseter. Steffensen er identi 
ae oD) : Kuc, but the result was a very med Gamlebyens og BUL’s ti 
oO 000 : popular one with the record ligere mangekjemper ——— (a 
ie 25 ari har ogsa deltatt aktivt i fi 
srowd of 25,000, Kari har ogsa de 
: Ce rowd which was brough: to idrett, og bl. a. veert norgesme 
(TIA ODAaa VW" ann ve ‘eet as Pirie battled to a pho o- ter for BUL » 4xi00 m statett. 
SUCC ESS OF SEGAL 5000 meter: 1) Gordon Pirie 4 | An ‘ eo Albert mines iy 19 Igaraftes hadde de to idrett 
. ‘ ‘ i es . , ne Or most of the race. a 
AND JOHNSON Storbritannia, 14.03.0. 2) Miroslay nad lec estate a fodselsdagsselskap 
Vg e SLL ISVS 1 Jurek, Tsjekkoslovakia 14.04.2. 3) Neck and neck all enkelthet. Foranledningen | V 
OSLO, Tuesday. Zukov, Sovjet 14.06.0. 4) Pudov, : ire opened up a devastating at fru Pirie fyller ar idag. Ikve 
Gordon Pirie, third in the Sovjet 14.12.0. 5) Stritof, Jugosla- ; .- Pig the last bend. abou 150 foregar som kjent det internasj 
rn Rea n 5,000 metres last via 14.12.8. 6) Tor Torgersen, Tjalve : meires from the finishing line. ife nale stevne pa Bislet, sa ( 
Europea pas over the dis- ; 14.17.0. pulled ahead of Thomas and Da | blr det vanskelig tid til noen feiri) 
Saturday, won ove ASS nai 4 Power, but the stubborn Aus {Og imorgen tidlig reiser Gord 
tance here to-night less bg a \ lian also stepped up the pace 
;an hour after running sixth 


they pounded down the final 
the 1,500 metres. 


metres neck and neck, 


"age 7 H 4 ; Shirley videre. cak 4 
* Pm quitting Britain pierces ns 


: = i : il gi.d 
r the rest of the field. oe ee 
The 1.50 “Ag 7e to Aus- of the : : | Cy : | | 
he 1.500 metres a a 3min ‘ i It took a photo-finish to decide (GORDON PIRIE is quitting ae ifrue en ny verdensrekord pa 50 
tralia’s nes n cong oon than two : vho broke the tape first. x Britain — to settle in 'm som fpdselsdagspresang, spor 
45.4sec. irle was Si é . : 
seconds behind. 4 y } ; New Zealand. 
In the longer race Pirie ran his | : 


land. He plans to emigrate 


The star runner, after win- before the end of the year. 


ning a 5,000-metre race in Oslo His last race will be for the 


last night, said: “I ,will Tun British team against France j 
| once more for England, then go. tin 8 AAR 


3 * | 
o the ground to win in} 
l4min 3.0sec, | 


EES SAE AAT PS talc 


Paris, Sunday. 

OODBYE Gordon Pirie — sensational to 

the last. Britain’s most controversial 
athlete, off to New Zealand for good in two 
weeks’ time, injured himself in training here 
and withdrew from today’s 3,000 metres 
steeplechase. It was to have been his swan- 
song with the British team. 


_ France, so weak, met her Waterloo in this sun- 
kissed two-day meeting, the men beaten by 124 points 
to 88 and the women by 68 to 38. 


Britain didn’t lose a Single track event in either 
match. 


Seven years at the top, in which Pirie, 27. the lone wolf 
who has smashed records and argued his way round the 
world, ended with Pirie 


hunched in a stand in the 
Stade Colombe, while police- 
man Stan Eldon ran in his 
place. 


Warning. 


It was 10.30 this morning 
when Pirie, who has run 
Only one steeplechase in his 
life, reported to team man- 
ager Les Truelove: « 
Jarred my right leg on Wed- 
nesday doing 20 practice 
water jumps. I tried three 
. More last night, but today 

I can’t walk very well.” 


Masseur Cliff Bould worked 
on the suspect calf muscle for 
over an hour. Then both he 
and John Wrighton, the 400 
metres man, who is a Surgeon 


From 


HARRY CARPENTER 


Lieutenant (R.N.), told Pirie: 
“If you run, vou might do 
further damage.” 

While Shaw strode out to win 
for Britain, soze-footed hero 
Eldon made a gallant, if at 
times pathetically comic at- 
tempt to keep up with the field. 
Second time round at the 
water jump, he splashed head- 
long into the wa-er. Stumbling 
ae hurdles, he came home 
as 


PIRIE : « Je ne suis pas 


encore fini... ») 


Gordon Pirie est & Paris (en com- 
Pagnie de sa femme) depuis quelques 
jours, Il s’entraine réguliérement a 
INS o& hier matin nous le vimes 
alterner séance de sous-bois et frac- 
tionné (sur une piste de 250 métres 
en sciure de hois. par conséquent 
trés dure, le Britannique courut 10 


_ kilometres en 33’), 


« Gontrairement a ce que pensent 
plusieurs de vos collégues britanni- 
ques peu oharitables, je ne me consi- 
dére pas comme un homme fini, 
nous a-t-il dit. J’ai encore plusieurs 
années & consacrer a la course A 
pied, D'ailleurs n’ai-je pas couru 


, cette année en 13’ 51” au 5.000 més 


tres & Goteborg, meilleure perfor- 
mance mondiale de l'année ? » 
Et Pirie, revenant a sa course de 
Colombes devait ajouter ; 

« Les obstacles du 3.000 m. steeple 
ne m’impressionnent guere, Excepte 


pourtant la riviére., » — G. EB 


| must be crazy: 


What makes Gordon Pirie run? We asked our 

Port Elizabeth correspondent, Herbert Langson, 

to put these questions to the Olympic runner 
now competing in South Africa. 


HH ow many hours do you run a day when training 

before big events? How much sleep do you have 
then and how much time do you have for other things? 

I run between two and three hours a day, sometimes 
more, when training for big cvents. But not all in one stretch, 
Usually I have two separate but similar work-ouls. | have 
between 10 and 12 hours’ sleep. Apart from doing my work 
in the normal way, I do not have time for anything else. 


re 


How many hours do you run in training in a full athletic 


year and how far? How many races do you run on an average 
and how long do they take? 


When in full athletic training, I do on the average about 
one and three-quarter hours a day. I have run in one year 
6,000 miles, but the total is between 3,000 and 4,000 on the 
average. | compete in about 50 races, of about 10 minutes each, 
a year. 


b 


What do you think about on those long training runs? And 


When I am in training I think about the rhythm of my 
running, and once in my stride and when I am training smoothly 


during races? 
| 
| 
i] 


I think about other things — such as the films or plays I have 
seen. When I am racing | think only of the race. There are 
no other thoughts, because you cannot allow your mind to 
wander in a race, 

ak 


Don't you sometimes think on long training runs that you 
sould be doing something more worthwhile and satisfying? 


People always ask me this question. About 5 per cent 
of the time I think ‘I must be crazy doing this,’ but this soon 
passes. | think it is worthwhile and | am prepared to make 
sacrifices. One of the rewards is travelling round the world, 


Why do you spend all those hours doing it? Do you enjoy 
it and like to win? 

You cannot get to the lop unless you are prepared to 
work hard. Yes, of course I like to win, bul | must also 
be prepared to lose if the others show better form. Ht is more 
satisfying to win. It is largely a question of one s personal 
mental make-up. If you have not got the will to win, why race? 


What do your employers feel about it? And your wife? 

1 work for a banking concern which has specially released 
me for this journey lo South Africa and New Zealand. I think 
that the time will come soon when I shall have to choose 
belween my running and my work, That lime is not here yet. 
My wife is very keen on athletics and has been so for 10 
years now, 


What started you off in athletics? When will you stop? 
What is your greatest athletic ambition? ; 

My father was an international runner. There is therefore 
nothing very unusual in my being one. Al school I played the 
usual sports — a bit of rugby and some cricket — and took 
part in athletics. I think it is good, physically and mentally, to 
have this exercise. It keeps you in tip-lop shape. We must all 
do some physical activity. I am very fond of squash and when 
I do retire I shall take up some other form of exercise. My 
greatest ambition is lo win a gold medal at the Olympic Games. 
Surely that is the ambition of every athlete? 


FAREWELL, ENGLAND. Gordon Pirie and his wale. Shirley 
SRE TRS SS nat = tala ate ds ‘ Why did you adopt your special puff-puff breathing method 
New Zea and. y S = . 


for running? ; 2 
The Press has called my method of breathing puff-puff.’ 

The description has just stuck. | don’t think it is much different 

from that of any other runner. It seems the same to me, 


Wrong Shoes 


ONE of the pleasant features 
of the visits of star sports- 
men in ALL branches of sport in 
recent years has been the will- 
ingness to do some coaching. 


Add GORDON PIRIE to this 
band of helpful men. 


Although training tor yester- 
day’s mile at the Wanderers, he 
took time off to coach about 20 
young runners of the club bare ly 
48 hours before going to the start 
of his race with MURRAY HAL- 
BERG and HAROLD CLARK. 

Pirie’s comment: “Pity you 
haven’t more top-class coaches in 
South Africa.” 


He spent a lot of time study- 
ing and advising on individual 
styles AND Suggesting that some 


athletes have incorrect running 
shoes.” 


4 Min. 8 Sec. Mile-~in 87 Deg. F. 


® Surrounded by cameramen, New Zealand's under-four-minute miler, 
Murray Halberg, sinks to the turf at the Wanderers yesterday after 
narrowly beating Harold Clark, the South African champion, with 
a time of 4 mins. 8 seconds. 


The time (in a temperature of 82 degrees F.) was the fastest recorded 
in the Transvaal. Clark’s time was 4 min. 9.1 sec. 


Gordon “Puffing” Pirie, of England, disappointed the crowd of 7,000 by 


coming last in the field of five in the “schoolboy” time of 4 min. 
36 sec. 


a AUAM SOT. 
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GORDON PIRIE BEATEN 
IN HALF MILE 


. Pirie was beaten over 
| aap” cms at Grahamstown (Cape 
rovince). : Seat 
bMrinner mee ae “eo 

‘i lizabeth poli an. 1 
peor ue ce nadie of a second in 
in, 56.4sec. _ 
Nets "Shiney Pirie won othe be 
yards in 12sec. and the 220 yards 
lin 26.8sec.—Reuter. 


Gordon Pirie puffing through 
the woods. 


ATHLETICS ‘ ' | 
MIDDLEBURG (S_ Africa).—3_ miles: 1. 
@eraas wie (N.Z.. 15min 38.dsec ia, 2 | 
Hutton (S.A.) | 
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Shirley Pirie gets off to an 
excellent start in her 440 yards 
race at the Jan Smuts Ground 
last night, in which she bettered 
the South African women's 
record for this event by 1. 


7 ee os 

The Piries win 

. ~ Bh 

in South Afric 

EAST LONDON (Cape 

Province). | Saturds G rdo 
\Pirie and his wife 

|scored victories In 

jathletics meeting here. aed 

Gordon retained his. unbeas er 

record on his South African to a 


Sloping track 


Mrs. Pirie’s time of 594see.).30, he won t he. 
bettered the South African record }4min. 27.3sec.. and Shir z 
held by Mrs. Doris Johnson, of | the South African women's Jeon 
Port Elizabeth, by 1.5sec. but it | for ie tue eevioes a Pe Saat 
will not be recognised because of iF goo Sad steele: 

a sloping track and in view of 

the fact that she finished second 
to three Grens schoolgirls, Lynette } 
Oosthnizen, Erika Raath and 
Nellie van der Merwe, who ran in | ‘ 
relay formation. Each covered 146 
yards and they were credited with 
56.3sec. 


+ 
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Time 


r 5 Mile, men: G. Pirie, 
Mrs, Pirie also thrilled with] ypeccham, 2: M. Warren, 3. 
Mrs, 1 


her perfect style, in which she | 4min. 
used both her legs and arms to’ 
splendid advantage. ; ; 
Pirie Jacked the arm action of 
both his wife and Halberg, but 
he showed the value of a perfect, 
powerful stride. Running com- 
pletely erect, he made little use of 
his body. As in the case of the 
other two runners, however, there 
was no question of strain and after 
cing the lead 40 vards into the 
é lap, he steadily pulled 
rds, 


Hosec., 


second I 
away to win by at least 300 5 
His lap tinies were: 


Flsee., BOsee. and O.4see. 


Robert Meeeham, of Selborne, 
was second in dimin. 53see., but he 
wnight have fared better had he 
not competed in an S80 yards 
event earlier in the evening. 

Liter, Halberg and Pirie ran for 
East London and Cambridge 
Harriers respeetively in a medley 
team raee, Pirie ran in the SSU 
vards leg, just shading Busse ll 
in tmin. Isec.. and Halberg in the 
220 vards. The event was won hy 
East London A. 


* rs EG AK RN 
-§ on Durban’s beachfront 
cefore the international 


athletiz meeting at King’s Park 
tonigh: 


are the celebrated visit- 


d 3,000 metres record- 
Murray Halberg, New 
‘s four-minute miler and 
rley Pirie, a leading 
Britis: quarter-miler. Here they 
are seex inspecting the colourful 
ware: of a Zulu bead-seller. 


Gordon Pirie, ri 
own for most of the 
se > three miles in the Na-zal record time 
ners Gordon Pirie (eft), of 14min. 30.5see. He beat Dawie 
Nortje 
‘by about 50 vards. 
; Wiid (D.A.C.) third. 
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tning on his} 
ace. won the 


urg Harriers) 
h Marthinus 


(Johannes 


Halberg surprised 
at snub to Pirie 


To the Sports Editor of The Star 
= IR,—I was surprised by the statements in Friday's issue 
S concerning the non-invitation of Gordon Pirie to compete 


in the Delville athletic meeting, 


It was intimated that this 


was because of his performance in the Wenderers meeting on 


November 15. 
If the basis of invitation is 


on 


one race why was I invited after 


y showing at 
Gordon has not been beaten b 
South African over the three m 
cnis tour and has indeed 
iister on two occasions than 
/sest South African 


ve added considerable 
vo the Delville race. 


SETBACKS 


Bloemfontein? 


ya 
iles 


| 
run 


the 


: runner this 
:ason. On this evidence he would 
interest 


The advantage I gained over 


lected ir the tour results. 
ury sustained by Gordon 


trip ‘meant a mo 
running. He 


bait 
hout any 


ordon by fivying to the Union is 


An 


iI 


nth 
was 


|of the Karoo after only six days’ 
training, P 

Since his arrival in the Union 
he has trained hard and done his 
'best in all races. In the 44 days 
jto November 22 he ran 328 miles 
jand raceci eight times. 


AN INSULT 


We travelled 4,020 miles by car 
in 14 deys—Gordon driving over 
half that distance himself. On the 


he has averaged over eight miles 
|}a day. Would Pirie's critics care 
to’ try that when they are on 
holiday? 

I consider this statement by an 
janonymous Southern Transvaal 
| Official an insult to an athlete of 
e and reveals noth- 
ing but his athletic ignorance.— 
| Yours, etc. 


| days Gordon has been able to run | 


_ beachfront 


Gordon Pirie set a Natal All- 
Comers’ record for three miles 
With a time of 14min. 30.5sec. in 

| Durban 


wn - a 


S. Transvaat 
snub Gordon 
Piri 
(.cRDON PIRIE has not been 

invited to compete with Mur- 
ray Halberg in a three-mile inyi- 
tation event in Germiston to - 
morrow. 

A Southern Transvaal Athleti 
Association official said to 
“We would like Halberg to 
again and we have asked hin 
take part ina special event at e 
graded club meeting at Delville 
tomorrow. : 

“Pirie? No, we have not in- 
vited him, but I Suppose he car 
take part as an individual if he 
wants to.” 

This snub to Pirie. holder of 
half a dozen world records at 
one time or another during the 
last few years, is probably the 
result of his poor performance 
at the Wanderers on November 
15, when he finished last of a 
field of five in the mile event 


in which Halberg beat Harold 
Clark for first place, 


RECORD ATTEMPT 
Pirie, on his way to New 7 
land, has not been at his best 
his Faces in South Africa, He sa 
at the start that he was out 
training, but even so many sy} 
tators have been dis: 


ted Rares 


app 


Discussing the race that never 
‘ame off? Magdel Myburgh (left) 
and Shirley Pirie were caught in 
this pose about half-an-hour he 
fore the 100 yards. Shortly after 
the sprint, in which Mrs Pirie 
ran a bad third, she withdrew 
from her eagerly awaited 440 
race against Miss 


yards 
Myburgh. 


Gordon Pirie 
down the 


coming 

straight in the final lap of the 

three miles. He won in 1J5min. 
16.6sec. 


% is 
Gordon Pirie, Br:tai 
pic runner, who is on } 


New Zealand. won a 3 


in 15 min. 16,6 sec. 
fontein. 


es “ 

| In the 
‘ambled to an easy 

! Pierre Kriel and Baren 

the slow time of 1Smin 


nis 


a ee 


Mrs Shirley Pirie running in the 
100 yards. She came third and 
withdrew . shortly afterwards 
from her quarter-mile duel with 
Magdel Myburgh- 


n’s Olym- 
way to 
le race 


-mi 


at Bloem- 


ae 
three miles Gordon Pirie | 


victory over! 
d Hutton in, 
16.6sec { 


PE NE er eee (Cag eres eS 


even more So because it was com 
pletely unexpected. Nobody 
could have pictured Pirie, former 
holder of the world record for 
the distance and present holder 
of the 3,000 metres record, being 
so mercilessly thrashed by an 
unknown bare-footed African. 

But it happened. And when 
the spindly-legged Muleya broke 
the tape there was pandemonium 
let loose. 


It seemed as though half the 
Africans in Salisbury were there, 
They swarmed across the track, 
ignoring the race stragglers who 
had been lapped, and grabbed 
their hero. 


He disappeared into a seeth- 
ing shrieking mob of black men, 


2 


— 2 p.m. - ro. nh | aa 
TODAY SAR SRURY eis 
International Stars are Se as, samen! era ; 3 

competing in the 


i PIRIE-HALBERG 
: ATHLETIC 
‘ MEETING 


UNIVERSITY 
GROUNDS 


ws oo a 
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Pirie, happy to race Africans, says : 


Nonsense to ban teams 


\ 
\ 


because of colour bar 


Pirie’s gesture 


and children. 
Churchill Avenue, off Second ‘PORTSME SPR ea 
i z SMEN everywhere 
Street Extension s will welcome the news Fr 1 crete eae he 
GET YOUR LUCKY that South African athietic om Our Correspondent | a helpless, writhing 
_G x aiithorities aie sdike in Salj 4 See face . a helpless, writhing 
ee permit coloured athletes to ( ORDON PIRIE, the — Hehe, nat . ednesday, figure being carried triumphantly 
from FULTON & EVANS as pelirion sda _Who arrived jn Salisbury Seitecalee oa “ erie runne: shoulder-high — - — 
: tis cunner rordon as ‘* = ” xy JCsSte } or a “ 7 
or BALLANTYNES rete aa ae ae ae as “ide 1} as “nonsense ” the threats to ban So th Afr: ning, describel | But make no mistake oe an 
to see the list of exciting ee 5 Spree, aie: -s« teamis from ¢om oti ; . outh African and Rhodesia, A SOESE WINS BWR REO 
events down this racial barrier. £ peting in Empire or Olympic G: ae the odds—and a new Rhodesian 
° Running in Rhodesia Of the colour har. pic Games bhecaug record: int Lémin. 43.69ac. 
HE FIRS) AND ONLY recently, against 19-yeur-o.d Pirie, his wife, ang + _| be perfectly happy to ru i Pimctentene ad dice dower: 
Saute Ge oe Yotham Mu'eya, Pirie was Zealand ier, Rinne “— one |any African athlete Nn againt the excitement had died down, 
IN RHODESIA beaten by nearly 100 yards are in Salish iia ie | 


pegorgc oily : A “sbury to compete j Muleya told me:— 
(Regardless of weather) In @ three-mile event big athletic meeting at the eho | te be taken to 


m IOVS OLOTAESASS Miao REE ie { bring Afric “It was too slow for me at the 
DON’T MISS IT!! oe ne pee ie ee Pinas and Nyasaland | - letics in this country, e atart far slower than I have 

as Exe ; { Saturday. Aske uleya i her . nae : 
a —s BAR Save the coloured man the on the pe . eee 6 Kee ete Hear as good ee SCENTS CREE 
there is a f ; 


shie!d with which he had just 


ing through the 
been presented, 


the African 
Muleya 


i be only too pleased to 
him,” said Pirie, 
Pirie refused 
against South 


“But I knew when I passed 
Pirie I would win, It was won- 
derful.” 

And Pirie? No comment on 


and REFRESHMENTS, 
HULA-HOOP RACES 


and music by the 


to sign a protest 
Africa's 


colour bar which was ca ide ote: meinsing,. Hat: Of MARYS 
; A durine : n up he said: 
Caledonian Society Pipe Be sence Games. ‘OMe fan & great race. With 
bs né€s Of a num- and coaching 
PIPE BAND er of famous sportsmen arene better training 
e 


every branch of sport. “I di 

‘ A id not 
subscribe to the vievys expressed 
in that protest,” Pirie told me. 


methods he could be in world 
Ss. 
a the end, the Mashonaland 
Amateur Athletic Board  pre- 
sented Pirie and his wife Shirley 
with a plaque as a memento. But 
that plaque will not be going to 
New Zealand later this month 
with the Piries. 
For Pirie immediately handed 
it to Muleya, whose black back 


Admission 2/6, Junior 1/-, 
Africans 1/-. Seating in the 
Stands 1/-. 
Others bring cushions. ete. 


Muleya “breaks” athletic colour 


bar in Rhodesia 


PROBLEMS 


“There are a number 
: of prob 
lems which make it difficult to 
bring Africans into the Games 
teams. It is nonsense to suggest 
that teams from Southern Africa 
should be banned from 


i io si i i th of the Sahara. For the 
historic occasion in athletics sou ) ‘ 
first time an African lines up with Europeans in an inter 


He streaked away from a tirin, 


s “He ran 
clang that reverberated throughout Africa on Saturday | a very brainy race. He is the best 


when Yotham Muleya, the 19-year-old Lusaka apprentice | three-miler I've come across in 
r : . " Southern Africa.” 
mechanic, beat a_ star-studded field to 


: ae ' Rhodesia. ding into the 
edged into the lead. competing t—barefooted Muleya, from Northern he had seen receding 
3 3) » national even 2 ie ee 
listless Pirie to end with a sprint, — 8rounds. The picture is of the most dramatic — ts ag ne distance during the last agonis 
From Our Correspondent 200 yards in front. He had broken Gist ae eee Sos ago ot saghronge emp Se eee aa to win te 100 yards sam EADS. 
: he asdatinn Hikartos! nase ay, ‘ecently made up to overtake : fricans, who ; 
Salisbury, Monday. or tint og nana ata Sovteees "as Vpporting a ban on to tumultuous ee bs ee er reeriae sigh te a frenzy Gordon “Puff - Puff’ Pirie 
pT Se COLOUR BAR in Rhodesian sport dropped with S| Pirte said afterwards. een can teams. Immedi- swarmed over. the track to cerry 


ately he read 
letter expressin 
of Chataway’s 


, trailed home in a blinding rain- 


it Pirie wrote a | 
g his disapproval 
( views to a South 
African newspaper. 


- ———— storm 100 yards—yes, a hundred 
yards — behind a bare-footed 


African unknown called Muleya 
PAGeee win the Mr Evans. who brought Muleya \ . in the three miles. 
international three miles race at the Salisbury University [from Lusaka for this meeting, DOUBTS OF STATUS . hl t P trium h in three miles taster t ke a inal ane “The 
i ground. /Said he had no immediate plans Meanwhile it . or svative atniete s Pp : bees ree eg oe me: 
His record breaking time for 2!So this controversial African for him. “There are plenty of announced fro was officially |. i : pencil-thin figu 
Most critics thought the occasion | other good athletes at the Hodson m Northern Rho- 


shab' old green tracksuit, had 
Rhodesia of 14 min. 48.3 secs. on : saad a ae ” desia that or | into a glistening black 
a bad track in adverse conditions | Would be too much for him, that | training centre like Muleya” he 


; vay Pa : : ; outside Northern RI desi ; athlete... 

' is anj|he would crack under the strain, | Said, He is just one of a fine Nodesia, This _ 
Me Reet ena woe bunch. ott _s oui on his amateur His spindly legs had scythed 
and ther from now Gn there can IN FINE SPIRITS | SUNT DINEARON re is as been alleged that away 6 lay until, when he 
be no justifiable reason for bar-| But the opposite happened % fone wig pe ae competed against _ breasted the tape, it seemed for 
ring him from competing at al] | Whereas Pirie and his other chief Told that Terry Sullivan, the ree ot of the Harari Athletic & moment that only one man was 
athletic meetings in the Federa-|threat, the Welsh international Rhodesian and South African “sg ton who had won money running. 
tion. He has proved himself by|Chris Suddaby, appeared tense|champion, would like to race 3 wes, and were therefore pro- _ 
merit. He is eligible by class, not |and nervous Muleya was relaxed | against Muleya over a mile Mr. fessionals, 


caste. and in fine spirits. | Evans said: “ That is not his best 


It has been pointed out trom Long Shadow 


GREAT POTENTIAL 
As Gordon Pirie, the British 


Acting under instructions from 
his coach, Mr. Bernie Evans, the 
president of the Northern Rhode- 


distance. He is a three miler the 
best he has done for the mile is 
about 4min. 29.6sec.” 


Northern Rhodesia that Muleya is 
a fairly common name among ~ 


Native: 


S in the territory. 


From the beginning it had 
been Pirie versus Muleya, with 


: ; : ; eel , former Welsh international 
| Olympic runner, said after Muleya | sian African Athletic and Football| Reverting to the three miles Mr. Ken Sprout, the secretary — Chris Suddaby there as & pos- 
had beaten him by about 200 | Association, Muleya followed Pirie |race Mr. Evans added. “I knew of the Mashonaland Amate; Ty sible. . ; 
yards. “He's got great potential as | as he set a cracking pace. Muleya had it in him to win. He Jetic Association, said fe at a Ath- Pirle took the lead. immedi- 
a three miler. He would develop| They quickly pulled away from |ran under my instructions. I tola waiting for clarifimte oe Was ately, with the African, like a 
into a world class runner, and he’s|the rest of the field, and, with | him to stick with Pirie and Sud- arification on the - : 


only 19.” 


Certainly Muleya shook the 
4,000 crowd as he streaked round 
the track in what was probably 
the most exciting race ever wit- 
nessed in this country. 


The crowd had gone along to 


Muleya at his elbow, Pirie covered 
the first mile in 4min. 52 sec. 


TWO-MAN AFFAIR 


It looked as if Pirie was trying 
to burn Muleya out, as he main- 
tained the furious pace. It was 


| daby for the first mile and a half, 
and if he could stand the pace, 
to take the lead.” 


CROWD RESPONDED 


He also had high praise for the 
| way the crowd responded 


allegation from Northern Rhodesia; 


Pirie a 
could 
Muleya 


long, black shadow at his heels. 

One lap... two laps... four 
++. Bik... seven laps it was the 
same. 


Near the end of the fifth lap 
Pirie glanced over his shoulder 
but the Dark Shadow was still 


; now a two-man affair. Suddaby | to Muleya’s fine race. “They wer there, his long, raking effortless 
see the two famous Olympic stars, | had dropped far behind. | marvellous. It was great to ses stride keeping him just a yard 
_Pirie and Murray Halberg, and During the sixth lap Pirie | them stand up and cheer this boy. and a half away. 


Started to throw anxious glances 
over his shoulder. Muleya was 
still there, smiling and running 
with style and grace. He was well 
within himself. He was not crack- 


It was a sincere appreciation of a 
| good runner.” 

| And the fact that this Salisbury 
|crowd did respond is a sure indi- 
}cation that from now nn thaw will 


Then the start of the eighth 
lap. Muleya passed the former 
world record holder, and from 


fhan As té snes & ace enacts 


L958. 


SUNDAY TIMES, JOHANNESBURG, TRANSVAAL, DECEMBER 2] 
Wife of Official Says S.A. Athletes Should be Congratulated, But — 


Springbok Manager Agrees 
Partly With Criticism by 
Halberg, 


@ ® 
| Pirie 
R. CLARK SCHOLTZ, manager of the Springbok 


athletic team at the Empire Games, agrees with two 
points that Gordon Pirie and Murray Halberg made last 


week before they left for New Zealand. 


| Making some caustic comments 
about their tour at Jan Smuts 


airport, the runners said that By RON 


criticism of themselves was unfair 
|,as they could not be expected to al By 

| approach four minutes for the S . E 3) L E 
|imile every time they ran; they —WW 
| thought their programme t00jin time keeping, if there is a re- « 
ljrugged, the administration of}cord,” 

South African athletics petty, the! Did you think their programme 
organisation of Union track meet-|was too cumbersome?” I asked. 


— pte: SS a 


\ 


Je ie at ee Cauca Ureifen Jima of Hrelicn 


Pirie Outclassed In 
| U.S. Two-miles 


| : 
Gordon Pirie, glohe-trotting 
British athlete, finished a poor 
third in a record-breaking two- 
mile race at Pomona (Cali- 
mia). 
tonne was Lieut, Bill Del- 
linger (U.S.A.F.), in an Ameri- 
can national record time of 
8 min. 48.2 sec. Next came 
Jerome Walters, of Los Angeles, 
in 8 min, 49.4 sec. with Pirie 
third in 8 min. 59.3 sec. 

Both Dellinger and Walters 
were inside the previous Amer} 
can national record of 8 min. 
49.6 sec. set by Horace Ashen- 
felter in June, 1955.—Reuter. 


ings dreary . tas and the prizes| “Nonsense,” replied Mr. Ellis. 

j}given at meetings “ peanuts.” “Chris Chataway, Tom Courtney 

|! . and Kurt Nielson all had similar an é 

| ar : ; recordman at two 
j! Must Stop Haggling _ \itinaries and they didn’t com- sae aiee ; we 

| “We must make our athletic) plain, seithacmaadietin 

, meetings more interesting other-| “why, Nelson ran in some of 


wise we cannot attract the public”! the most appalling conditions, but 


; Said Mr. Scholtz. When he left the Union he said 
| Mr. Scholtz agreed whole-|that his reception here had been 


nas 
heartedly with Pirie, Halberg’s|the pest ever,” said Mr. Ellis. “ 
THIS? 


claim that there was too much| And Mr, Ellis is quite right, 
pettyness in union athletics. Apparently Pirie and Halberg do 

We must stop haggling and|not appreciate our open-arm hos- 
get stuck into the game” added /pitality, 

Mr. Scholtz. Los 

“But I don’t agree with some' 
of their other remarks” concluded 
Mr. Scholtz. 

Mrs. Ellis, the wife of Mr. O. C. 
;Ellis, chairman of the southern 
: Transvaal officials association, was : | 
; “ disgusted.” | bart ) Ww o SSALTED rf 
} “Maybe our athletes do run! f } a ‘ 
wht gor ‘peanuts.” They should be! ’ a ii ; 
mo congratulated on this,’ she said.! ‘ = ; oh 
int “We give them a medal; surely . 
i gra this symbolizes as much as a gold 
watch or whatever they receive” 
Hshe added. 

-Rh¢ Mr. Ellis slated both athletes. 

abi “pirie fell foul of British | 
. WaS officials; now he comes here and 
vi jtells us how to run our track 

“meetings,” he said. 

“There is nothing wrong with 
r administration; South Africa 
ion CON hold her own with any 
mer country in the world. 

cast “I have officiated overseas and 
{was at Cardiff and even there 
tathletes wander around the field, 
Azand delays can always be expected 
Olyr —* wets 
had 

yard 


Gorden tlies in 


Gonos PIRIE is back in the | 


old country from New Zealand 
for the second time—with a differ- 


ence. 
A week ago he ran a two mile race {n California 


on his way here. It was reported that he had 
permission from the Amateur Athletic Association 


to compete. 

First thing the A.A.A, officials knew about this 
“permission ” was when they read it in a news agency 
1essage. . 

. The” A.A.A. are now holding an. inquest into the 
cinema CRMOVMIA Lace They will 
‘also discuss an approach 
Gordon Pirie made to the 
Russians last year before 
he went to New Zealand. 
The A.A.A. Understand 
Pirle asked the Russians to 
help him with his fare to 
Europe on the grounds that 
he will be torn in 
Moscow in September. 
Snag here ts that if Pirte 
is not picked for the British 
team he just cannot run in j sages tae 
wecet : Smili hlete Gordon Pirie, who flew in 
act has over- miling at ; 5 C j 
ioked other atmelte details. Airport from New York with his wife, denied repo 


He cannot even compete for that he is coming back here for good. He said i 
Surrey tn the Inter-Counties ta da enme running during his visit, which 


Ce | Last week the world athletic stars Murray Halberg and Gordon Pirie said on leaving 
| Jan Smuts airport for New Zealand that the prizes awarded at South African athletic 
* meetings were ‘“‘peanuts.” 


acai, Mtn an a Sa ait i ath A 


(usul IK | Sq 


eon \ P re 
: i x ott) 1's dae 
IN What was only his second ten-mile road-race, Tony I i) Dk SPsbZ5 |6 ELE Rona by 2, ve Ji A Cong HOKL Aur 


oA Pe it 
eee Hii Hee Q, CX 
Towell, of Herne Hill Harriers, created a sensation =e, fs — 


on Saturday afternoon at the annual Kodak sports Wertman I9¢g, 
meeting, held at their sports ground at Wealdstone, by ee, Le ee Reo) I 
defeating Britain’s Olympic runner, Gordon Pirie. ; 
After a lap of the track Pirief- ==" 
left the ground in sixth place 
On the long course which lay 
by Bushey and Oxhey, He fin- 
‘ished third. In second place 
came J, Merriman, Welsh in- 
ternational, running for Wat- 
ford Harriers, who was second 
in the six-miles event at last 
year's Empire Games, 


Just fine 


Pirie goes by 


Towell quickly took the lead 
and held it throughout the race. 
Afterwards he told the Obser- 
ver: “I didn’t think it was tou 
hot for running, Jt wag just fine, 
I felt the first ‘half of the race, 


but the last three miles I felt 
great.” 


road...third 


ORDON PIRIE, who has been 
‘ training 20 miles a day since 
his return to England, finished 
third in an open 10-mile road 
race at Willesden yesterday. 
; In a field of 89, Pirie was 
almost on the heels of 24-year- 


iold Tony Towell (Herne Hill 


Running in the event two ‘Harriers) after a mile. Then tiny 


years’ ago at Kodak, Towell Tony let go — and that was the 
was placed second. His time on peel Pirie and the rest saw of 


Saturday was 50 min, 17 sec. 
Merriman returned 50 min, 38 
sec., and Pirie 51 min, 38 sec. 
_ It just was not the Pirie 
family’s day, First of all Gor- 
don had difficulty in getting nis 
car into the ground. 

Then he came only third in 
the ten-mile event and his wife, 
although gaining a third place 
in her heat for the 220-yards 
ladies’ open handicap, failed to 
get a place in the final. 


Towell won handsomely in 50 
-min. 38 sec, (against Pirie’s 
51-38). 

r < funk cue ate said Pirie. 
: ust didn't have the speed.” ! 

Why tackle 10 miles on the road fa tosayast 4, Sout "London He 
at this stage of the track season? ; (G Pirie, J Disley) 4m 1.320yds, 
“T need stamina. Without it, I 
have no speed. I still think I can 
go near the three-mile track 
record.” 

His wife Shirley ran last in a 
field of six in the 220 yards 


handicap. She was backmarker 
on two yards. 


ATHLETICS 
INTER-CLUB  PAARLAUF, — 
(Two-man_ relay)—(Chiswick): 1, 


1 1Reb WI Drwe Ke |GW4On_ MESe 


- —_ — on nee 


Posir’ 


These lads certainiy snowed 
their seniors a thing or two. The 
seniors were last in their battle 
for the Pollitt trophy. 


~ Games ‘10,000’—then 


; ; ? ° 2 @ e @ 
Pirie’s great win in I quit, says Pirie 
ga | ‘ fa rewell’ race . By TERRY O'CONNOR 


Gimenple and fntanintional stare ~ORDON PIRIE, who has been around so long that 
appeared. BIG , many people assume he must be finished, was 

Highlight of a crowded after- A surprise at the Brighton Athletic Club Polli marae : Maleate et Snae a ey. 
naan was the smooth and llitt Trophy standing with a group of athletes at the White City 


meeting yesterday was the appearance of Gordon Pirie 
eet will not be racing again in England this summer. He 
stated that he leaves England today with his wife, Shirley, 
to stay in Germany and afterwards in Norway. 


Pirie brought off a great win 


re you living these 
days?" asxed John Disley. 

* Zealand,” replied 
out a smile, 
mean at the week- 


polished running of Gordon Pirie 
in the 2-mile team race, won by 
his club, South Lendon Harriers. 

Pirie quickly went into second 
position behind J. Avery 


made the mistake of running 
{| more than 100 times. 
| “TI was going better in train- 
! ing than in 1956 but not pro- 
i ducing the times on the track, 


Pirie wit 


(Walton), and looked to be run- 
ning well within himseif as he 
covered the ground with those 
long. eager legs. : 
Behind him were Martin 
Hyman (Portsmouth) and Brigh- 
ton’s Hugh Foord, but Pirie 
always looked as though he were 
saving something for the last lap. 
So it proved. Hyman went 
into the seventh and eighth laps 


in the two-mile team race. After | 


a close fight with Martin 
Hyman, of Portsmouth Athletic, 
the inter-counties six-mile cham: 
pion and record holder, Pirie, 


back in his old devastating form, :)° 


beat his rival into second place 
by six yards in 9min. 10.2sec., 


with Hugh Foord, the Brighton ' 


international, third. 


He led South London Harriers . 


pped back Disley with 


the speed he greets the tape. 
“T am off to Norway for a 
few mor 
Pirie, as 
has now c! 


s on Sunday,” said 
rther proof that he 
ranged his role from 
being most-controversial to 
the most-zravelled athlete. This 
is the second time_he has re- 
turned from New Zealand. 


His Aim 


Also it was a mistake to con- 
centrate too much on speed work 
at the cost of building up 
stamina, 

“After the summer I intend 
returning to England for a full 
cross-country season to build 
up for the 10,000 metres at the 
Olvmpic Games in Rome, Then 
I will retire. win or lose, and 
start a new life in New Zea- 


with ght lead but Pirie closed to team victory with 14pts. land.” 
‘up t his elbow in the back Walton A.C, being second pith aged to pin Pirie down : 
straight and in the face of a stiff 17, and Portsmouth A.C, third and discovered that his feet 

breez Mh Re. : y still itch to run but that he is 


With about 150 yards to go 
Gordon shot past the Ports- 
mouth man, accelerating with 


forced to xeep on the move. 
“Tt is all a matter of car 
puying,” ne said. “If I stay here 


every giant stride. Now the tod long 1 must pay purchase 
tators jumped to their feet tax. T would mean no Car. 


him on: this was the 


Pirie of old. Here was a finish- 
ing kick reminding us how this 
controversial athlete blazed his 
way into world ciass. 

The first mile took 4min, 43sec.. 
and the final time was 9min. 10.2 
sec. : 

“This will be my only race In 
England this suniumer,” Pirie told 
me. “I go to Germany to- 
morrow, then on to Norway. J 
think Tn in wood form.” 


sehen 


t 


1 asked Pirie whether he 
would be available to run for 
Britain if he ran good times and 
n. 
going to run good 
the man who has 
ree world records in 


v I am not going to 
e mistake of running 


— 


Nok Way 
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| 

| Quin Jaf! Ls meus ASL ay Aces oa _ AReovaner 
OEE Vd glad Sn OEE Ha a OR ee Ae A tC 


Is, Boiw’tuyeu , LGse = 
deve Ashes. rtekay Isa [2s 
4, Peg Ben Decor Mh sec 


Isc, PiQié. Yiow Jd D sas 
dua, ARERSart es ely SAK 


PIRIE DOUBLE 


TRONDHEIM, Norway, Satur- 
day —Britain’s Gordon Pirie won 
the 3000 metres in 8min. 20.8sec. at ‘ 
an athletics meeting here. Pirie’s (GORDON PIRIE has been 


: ir j yomen's : ‘ a A * 
T00'metres iH 12'ec, “OS running in Scandinavia 


ATHLETICS 
OSLO (Norway).—5,600 metres: 
1, P. Boletnikoy (Russia). 13m 
56s.; 2, T, Torgersen (Norway): 3. 
'G Pirie (GB) 14m 29.48 
; Women’s 100 metres: 1, R- Buer 
| (Norway) 12s.; 2S. Pirie, 12.28 


Ne, 
Tirta rnehuwh GAs 


‘ oe 
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Pirie fourth 


r 

; ; it as a \, <3 

Gordon Pirie (Great Britain) 4 ANY; KN ICN yf Dex [§ SAK 
finished fourth in a 5,000 metres (34. . CREE 3 ‘. sR ; 

event at an operators) ath- f < A , ne 

lelics meeting in Oslo, Reuter 4 A > si SA / veal 
reports. Winner was Tom Ling “e GhIAK ie Losec id Kia dct 
Togersen ghee in 14 - a fy 
minutes 15 seconds. Pirie 4 { = ’ shit a ji Sebi 
clocked 14 minutes 29.8 seconds. ra Cass url ’ (4 v CHSSBS Sb hRud | Hy id Us EX 


his Paid, boar oo WR 

5. SSH HETRAY 
le Pied Beco —— Veeraa MOL gee 
Jos WRERSEM , (ue Oia Il. Os ae 


SR, VFASELi2, CLIK esiaiS Ad = WS’ K Su 


Pa 
J ( , “ 2 F Pea oe ff | a 
eae Jere Tk SHrCQen _ _S(STO MEW! 
ATHLETICS : — : ee A ay ; 
,BERCEN (Norway). —5.000 metres: t /) 
G. Pirie (G.B.), 14m 29.6s 


} & I ( 
| Nf 
H iA... = , "7 os (ee 
syomen's 400 metres: Mrs. S Pirie [ y( | { KC li HOTA it< || Tiree Sous 


“FLASH GORDON is back. 
Here’s the familiar puff- i A /-0 
puff style and, at the end, AN {cw 


of it, a satisfied smile as he ~ ae ie Ta et 
breaks the tape. rR #4 ( eC ‘ 
* * * 


behind as Pirie wins. the 
invitation two-mile at 
London’s White City. 

In the distance behind 


him you can see his old fucuct Hei Hina. 


racing rival, Derek Ibbot- i ry 


son. Britain’s new boys 19.69. 


were nowhere. 
* *. * 
Bill Jones took this 
special’ Herald picture. 


The rest? -A long way | 


“ e TT TT 


iE UP 


PIF 
RITAI 


A NEW, relaxed, sweet-tempered Gordon Pirie surged back to London’s 
White City yesterday as a dramatic two-mile conqueror .. . and 35,000 
victory-starved Britons roared a warm “Welcome.” Pirie, flown specially 
from Norway for the invitation event, won with a lot to spare in 8min. 39sec. 


his second fastest for the distance. 


He was followed home b There was a hum of expectancy | 
y as the long legs warmed up. The 


i 


fa 


i atc a TA. ice ssSectaSortt 


another of the old White 
City personality gang, 
Derek Ibbotson, in 8min. 
41.6sec. 


‘These two—recenfly rejected by 
the British selectors because of 
“lack of pace’”—jammed the 
crowds back to the White City 
They also delivered a knock-out 
blow to the young; ambitious 
middle-distance men of Britain. 

AAA. three-mile champion 
Bruce Tulloh did not finish; 
inter-counties three-mile cham- 
pion Stephen James finished last; 
and sturdy, fag-puffing Kevin 
Gilligan, of Oxford University, 
managed fifth place. 

Pirie cooed in delight: “@ 
would certainly like to run for 
Britain again.” 

The other 27-year-old “" old- 


SAM LEITCH 
reports a 
great come-back 


timer,” Ibbotson, said coyly: “I’m, 
really delighted.” 


Both must go into Britain’s 
side against Poland at the White 
City on August 14-15. From what 
I heard back stage both will be 
included. 

The British Amateur Athletic 
Board selected the team on Sun- 
day, but -lagt night Leslie True- 
love, British team-manager, Jack 
Crump, secretary, and Pat Sage, 
A.A.A, teafa-manager, held anf 
emergency meeting. ih 


Object? Almost certainly to cefh 
Pirie defjitely and Ibbotson, ily 
possible/into the Polish match. ‘| 

For fwo powerful reasons they 
shoul@ be back. They are still 
Brit7m’s best, and, look how 
theY packed in the crowds. Yes- 
terday’s attendance was more 
than double that of Saturday, 


READY TO LOSE 


The two-mile race was not in- 
cluded in the two-day match be- 
tween Britain and West Germany, 
which the German men won by 
117-95 points and the British 
girls won 64-51. 

But the emphatic defeat of our 
men seemed to be tempered by 
the smart return of Pirie, who is 
working in an Oslo bank and 
“having my most relaxed season 
for years,” 

“Running today has cost me 
three days wages,” he said. “ But 
I don’t mind losing some more to 
run against Poland.” 
irie came to the White 
. “After read how 
got the bird, 
would happen to me 


rumble -became @ roar as he 
stormed’ into the lead on the 
second bend, lost it, but kept in 
a cute threesome of Ibbotson, 
Peter Clark and Pirie for the last 
mile. ¢ 

Up the: back straight, with 
Ibbotson in the lead, Pirie un- 
leashed, @. great. surge 80. yards 
from the tapes and won.by six 
yards. He looked capable of a 
far faster time., 

A superb piece of team-work 
by policeman Stan Eldon and that 
great-hearted, little Welshman 
John- Merriman, carved up the 
Germans in the six-mile event. 

Both switched the lead devas- 
tatingly, “killed off” the tall 
Xaver Hoger, and after 20 laps 
left -him trailing. Eldon. won 
with a sprint finish. 


(GORDON PIRiE cannot expect 
, a hero’s return when he runs 
y: the invitation’ two miles at 
aGan: S White City tomorrow. 
in* sto Bitie nae Brite] to pat 
8-0, Pi aile ut 
up one big performance sinice 
Scere rope this season. 
‘Betean © evidence of his 5,000 
i ee pep Thursday when 
roe mished third, 300 yards 
ae este. Russian Volot Likov, 
eee ee chance-in the two 


“peturning to 


en he is due 


mieet such Outstanding British 
runnefs: as Ibbotson. “Tul:on, 


Kk, Gilligan and James. 


"Pir eg inability to find his 
€<tragic fOr a man 


_ Pirie’s knack 
[NEws that Gordon Pirie 

‘will be competing - at 
London’s White City on August 


+ Bank Holiday Monday came 


as a surprise even to his 
mother. 


Pirie has been working in an 
Oslo Bank, with plenty of 
opportunities for training. TI 
would not be in the least sur- 
prised if he beat John Ander- 
son’s fastest two-mile time of 
the year of 8min 40.0sec. " 

Pirie has a remarkable knack 
of never missing a year with- 
out a sensational performance. 

Talking of his Olympic 
Games 10,000 metres  pros- 
pects, Stan Eldon told me the 
other day: “I never write off 
Gordon Pirie. He’s one of the 
niost dangerous rivals anyone 
could have.” 


who. has.been running in world 
c:ass for eight years, 

When he was. last in London, 
Pirie -told me “I am concen- 
trating on the 10,000 this 
Season in preparation for the 
Olympic. Games.” 

Pirie, bowever, has yet to run 
his’ first 10,000 metres race this 
summer, What's” more, — his 
5,000 metres time on Thursday 
of t4min, 294sec, does not 
indicate he is anywhere. near 
ready for a class distance race, 


STILL winning 


| QO reas | 


t 


4AM AL aes o¢ LotHert uke, | C4 


SN ee 


| 2.000 m: 1) D, Waern, drgryte, 5.05,6, 
2) S. Lewandowski, Polen, 5.07,2, 3) G. 
Pirie, England, 5.11,4, 4) A. D. Gordon, 
dio, 5.14,4, 5) G. Snygg, Ymer, 5,18,4, 
9 M. J. Palmer, England, 5,29,4, 7) K. 

undayvist, Boris, 5.29,6, 8) R. Lind- 
gren, “Xmer, 5.30,0, 9) L. Mattsson, 
Orient, 5.32,0, 10) R. Gottfridsson, IFK 
Goteborg, 6.10,0. 


oe ek ees 
Waern och Lewandowski har hjalpt varandra till fina tider. Har ses 
de bada fran sin duell i Stadion fér en tid sedan da Lewandowski 
blev domt som segrare. 


SoO ner Trick natoukr lemez 


ca 
H 
: 


/50n, Motala, 8.48,0; 12 ~ 
i SOPeNE RAD Ot ON 


Skovad 195% 


3.000 meter blevy en kamp mel- 
lan Gordon Pirie och Bertil Kalle- 
vagh, sedan Lennart Johansson 
dragit upp farten med 4,01 pa 
1.500. Pirie 6vertog ledningen och 
engelsmannen vann pa sin briljan- 
ta. spurt. Pirie fick fina 8.08,7, 
langt under Kallevahs gamla ban- 
rekord, och den sistnamnda var 
bara tre sekunder efter. ”'” be 

3.000 m: 1) G Pirie England 8.08,7,! 
2) B. Killeyagh Mjélby 8.11,8, 3) Tj 
Jénsson Mariestad 8.45,6, 4) .G Kjell- 
man Ymer 8.46,3, 5) B Flink Stensjon 
8.47,0,.6) B Jonsson Lidképing 8.50,0. 
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3.000 m.: 1) G. Pirie, England, 8464, 
2) Med. Paller, England, 8.30,6. 


, n x A : Mt 
Cosfitet Bure fs. 
| PIRIE WINS 3,000 METRES 


}. Gordon Pirie won a 3.000- 
} metre race in 8min. 21.4sec. in 
Gothenburg, Second was Kalle: 
Nach. of Sweden. in 3.22.6. 

es 
rat 


J wo nena Veotristuase Voewaim 


Lo aka Rt, somone 


See a 


VA " L D S EL i T : N | - , : » worshi inthis little girl's e * as ‘Gordon Pirie sens her ~ 
H ¢ Pe : oe 7 other's autograph album at Caterham on Saturday. 
pa 1500 meter : : 
WAERN, LEWANDOWSKI, VALENTIN 


Pa 


BEAGLES’ BIG DAY 


° 
Ar ets | ul nder lopp % ‘relay race promoted by Surrey Beagles on Saturday 
populace with a unique opportunity to witness some 
runners in action within a stone’s throw of their 
, recently returned to this country from Norway, and 
. : p each ‘their first appearance in the race, in vee 
: Fame “s 3 : = also joined by internationals Hugh Foord, Laurie Reed and ony 
anebee ren : ana Bi Naegiewte, Ge Se n.. A recor ib and a new course helped to make the race, the ninth 
hybePr 9.09, 0,3) & Tenweowy set Si bg 1 ccessful yet. Forty-two runners, representing 23 clubs, 
den 9.094, 4) Iu. Helander. IF Linnéa on the first of six laps of a little over two miles which 
9.24.2, 5) G. Pirie, England 9.24.8, 6) M. o1 own End into Whyteleafe-road, then through Ninehams- 
P. Palmer, -England 9.27.0, 7) ‘B. E. -road Money-road back to Westway. etfs 
Gustafsson, Malarhéjden 9.342. Y {man had failed to arrive. The South. 
London C team achieved the distinction 
of finishing in front of all except one of . 
the-B' teams in the race,“ and. in fact) 
| finished well ahead of many first. teams 
trom smaller clubs. . Such is the depth. 2 
of reserves possessed by this club. ‘Their 
D team finished 24th out of the 34 teanis 
‘who completed the course. 
Hhton | ‘Of the other local teams taking» part, 
Croydon Harriers did well to take Tit 
place, Mitcham A.C. held on to take 4th 
place, Redhill and Reigate A.C. took 13th 
position. . and .Bwell H,° dis- 
appointed with 27th, and the promoting 
club, ‘Surrey’ Beagles, failed to take 


Norberg - Tjérnebo - Tedenby - Ake Jansson - Helander 
; mot Pirie och Palmer. 


=r — 


CORDON PIRIE WITHDRAWS | 
FROM THE BRITISH -TEAM 


| Hassa Norberg leder i-hinderloppet fore Tjdrnebo, 


| 


Colin Wilson. “At 


He agreed to run against 
Poland after his fine two-mile ' me 


gh an outstanding run by W. 


financial assistance in providing facili 
came up to second place. 


ties and equipment. 


through ; 

; : reat . advantage of the sound start which they 

} - By TERRY O’CONNOR ; “ho 1 itil a8 eae were given, and eventually finished in 

| ORDON PIRIE has withdrawn from_Britain’s ee Oe Dob piace: - 

i athletic team to meet Poland at.the White City ar Ge ee ke Spinning teamares 

f A mee eams } 

1 this week-end as he states: “I cannot afford loss of heir star distance runner, | Mr. W. C. Young, ‘hon. secretary of the 

| earnings for absence from work in an Oslo bank. eee in 16th place, only 40|Surrey Playing Fields Association. After 

H Pirie is at present living in , : i behind the ‘leaders.’ Croydon | complimenting the Surrey Beagles on the 

} N d worki as a bank were | Iso given a good start by|success of the event he reminded the 
Norway and working ona | ; who was 18th in 10.41... assembled athletes that his organisation 
clerk on a day-to-day basis a f iyles: ‘Paper’ Mills took’ the’ lead| was there to help them, and would look 
35s. a day. | ring the Second, stage, and Mitcham favourably upon reasonable requests fo) 

| ' 

' 


PIRIE FLAYS 
SELECTORS 
JBRITAIN'S selectors make themselves look ridiculous, said 


~... Gordon Pirie last night. He is notin the team nominated 
yesterday to meet Russia in Moscow next month. 


‘Iwas hoping to be picked 


for the 5,000 metres,” admit-. 


|ted ‘Pirie, fastest man in the 
world: ‘over this distance last 
“year... My two-mile run | in 
/London this month proved I’m 
in better form than 12.months 
Pago. = 
“EF suppose I’m out because 1 
‘didn’t run against Poland: The 
selectors didn’t say that the real 
reason I withdrew was because I 
was picked for a distance I had 
{not raced. over for TWO years.. 
}. “Anyhow, our six-milers. were 
| Detter than Poland’s. But I think 
would be useful over 5,000 metres 
tm Moscow,” said Pirie, ( 
(gpPeie wound up: “If they had 
‘the sense to run Derek Ibbotson in 


the mile against Poland, a dis- 


tance, which everyone knows is his 


best, and put me in the three miles 
in “his place, we would have won 
that. match—not- Jost it.” 

@ Derek Johnson, who also with- 
drew from last week-end’s meet- 
ing, is also missing from the team 
for Russia. 


victory at the White City on | 


August Monday. 

Pirie has twice emigrated to 
New Zealand, but is back in 
Europe to prepare for the Olym- 
pic Games in Rome next. vear. 
He is living in Oslo because it 
saves him tax. ai 

The British Amateur Athletic | 
Board have nominated Mike | 
Bullivant (Derby and County 
A.C.) to run in Pirie’s place. 


They'll Be Wary 


Pirie’s withdrawal might cost 
him a trip to Moscow and 'Hel- | 
sinki next month. Without evi- 
dence of Pirie’s fitness over six 
miles the selectors will be wary 
of naming him for a -distance 
event against the Russians 

In a statement to-day, the 
Athletic Board said: “ Having 
first accepted the invitation, 
Pirie has informed the board 
that, with reluctance, ‘he felt it 
necessary to withdraw... He 
finds he cannot afford the loss 
of earnings which absence from 
his work would entail’ He also 


{Pawsey (9.58) 
| Walton slipped to 3rd while S.L.H. main- 
i ‘tained their place with Roly Langridge 
110-21. L. PF. Clark in: 10.17 brought 
'S.L-H. B into 5th place closely followed 
by Brighton and Walton B. On the 3rd 
leg South London took the lead for the 
first time in the race: through John Peg- 
ley (10.05) who handed over just 6 
seconds ahead of Walton... From then 
onwards it was just°a question of how 
much S.L.H. could increase their lead by, 
for with their big guns still to come it 
was then fairly obvious that they were 
unlikely to be beaten. Laurie Reed with 
a fast lap of 9.58 took his club into a 
clear lead of 26 seconds by the end of 
the fourth stage which was held by R. 
Darchambaud with a time of 10.06, and 
the issue was put beyond all doubt on 
the final stage by Gordon. Pirie who 
came home with almost a minute in hand 
over Walton A.C. after setting up the 
fastest lap time of 9.49. Walton were 
comfortably ahead of Brighton who had 
beem put back well into the race by 
international. Hugh Foord, who onthe 
fourth lap achieved the second fastest 
| time of the day—9.52. 


| Beagles in 29th place 
The swecess of their canine taom hates 


Results: 1, S.LJH. A (C. Wilson 10.07 


R. Langridge 10.21, J. Pegley 10.05, L. 
Reed 9.58, R. Darchambaud 10.06, G. 
Pirie 9.49; total time 60.26; 2, Walton 
AC., 61.24; 3, Brighton A.C., 61.54: 
4, Mitcham A.C. 62.34; 10, SL-H. C, 
64.13 (J, Prince 11.01, F. D. Gilson 10.12, 
N. Dungate 10.34, M. Laker 10.41, D. 
Robertson 10.36, J. Lyne 11.09); 11, Croy- 
don H., 64.51 (G. Neal 10.41, B. Proctor 
10.35, A. Glover 11.15, M. Collis 10.35, 
M. Caudwell 10.57, A. Fox 10.48); 13, 
Redhill and Reigate, 65.38; 21, Mitcham 
B, 67.45; 24, S.LIH. D,.69.21 (M. Malton 
11.115, L. Brace 10.58, J. Benson 10.56, D. 
Musto 12.50, B. Mottram 11.26, S. Skelton 
11.56); 27, Epsom and Ewell H, 70.47; 
28, Croydon B, 70.52; 29, Surrey Beagles, 
71.00 (K. Sheppard 10.37, J. Gridley 
11.53, A. Goodwin 12.44, M. Champness 
12.49, A. Howland 11.44, K. T. Carte 
11.13). 


ee 9 3 
Pirie’s Fastest Lap 
South London Harriers, with 
Gordon Pirie putting up the fastest 
inAaivinisal tiryvo Af Dewen PAE k DP h.grc 


vasning Pirie Snows 


form that can win 3 hie = 
Anfeby Mio), RAcz 


E Olympic medal— ta 


ORDON PIRIE, now 28 but seemingly 7 
; running back into his old form, served kvenme & [feu Asner, (Prk 


‘notice at the White City, London, last: night WHiie C4 - 19<Q 
‘that it will take a lot to beat him i in next year’s — corer aes 
Olympic 5,000 metres. - 

In the London y. ‘Stockholm mee he outpaced 
a strong three-mile field with a. last-furlong dash 
which took him to the tape two yards ahead of British Be oa 
champion Stan Eldon in 13min. 25see.- 4 - Re Scum: 


It was Pirie’s fastest three-mile race, Thirty thousand 
‘ans Acclaimed his triumph, even louder than they did ihe 
‘min. 59.7) mile ‘run. by Sweden’s Sergeant. Dan Waerfn. 
sheers for Waern were tempered by the depressing thought 
that England could not get a | man in the first six. 
The three. miles was a thrill- ~~ mt 


‘ ( . seta 
ing race fought out virtually in) Nat Jet Paes erat sot “Bast 
a aeirian: e by Hg ecae, OL if nt nh irl e 3 Bias 4 bese Serge none could chal- 
irie, on, Martin Hyman - Baia ; i seri d from 
and East German Gerhard: : : Ree a EY ey di 


Minenesich fon Ler Sets, [tet 


ster the German, 
See ann. outclassed 


when he sprinted away 
3.6sec, after a slow 


in proved 
time of 


on Was rather disappointing in 


Honicke perce rermann alter omnis stsee. 
All four at some time shared = . and raced 10 ine front on the 
the brunt of the pace work. At = Bite As sities .3sec. and the fourth 
the énd of two miles a sudden Sere SEs é 
burst by Honicke looked dan- Seaeeees 
gerous until the three English- gies 
men swept. past him. Hyman 
was in the lead as they came to 
the bell. 


No doubt 


There was never any doubt 
about the result once Pirie got 
into his stride about 300 yards 
from home. His legs seemed ‘to 
eat up the yards as he went 
striding out in front, almost like 
‘a furlong runner. 

Eldon made a determined bid & 
in the home straight, but Pirie 
was too far in front and going 
too well for him. 

Many athletes at this floodlit 
/meeting, sponsored .by  the§ 
Evening News} failed to produce 
their best form. I attribute this 
to end-of-season staleness. 

Pirie admitted afterwards that 
having fewer races this seasoné 
i has helped him to sharpert his 
running. - ; 

He said: “My last race this # 
year will be at Manchester on 
Friday in the mile. I shall do 
some cross - country running 
during the winter. At thes 
Olympics my aim is 65,0008 
metres. : 

“No, I’m not interested in the j 
10,000 metres. It will be too hot 
in Rome for that.” And with a 
dig at Eldon, he added : “ 'That’s 
what he ought to be going for.” 


oe : ne. atiemt ow him but. hej | S. Hermann winning. the mile event in 4min. 3.6sec. at White City, Manchester, ‘ 
‘was ten yards down at the bell and last. night 
ned in’the last furlong. i ‘ r : 


+ eee 


Le ING néws of 


; oe ae aye pee cham- : k 
_ Rissiay is word that nis This could make 
‘runner-up over the 


eis tncs es | Gordon Pirie -PIRIE SEES HIS 
TEAM BEATEN 


demon. 
oe Rage run a mile!  enoae: fie 


) y hope ain- 
ling schedule, worked out by by SYDNEY HULLS SPECTATOR | af. the 
i German coach» Woldemar- Eo Been eigate Priory cross!coun- 
| Gerschler, does not bring him GORDON PIRIE has be try relays on Saturday. 
| toa peak too early. ° pagers : ees a London ; Hep pulled. a calf ene 
: strip-tease club ! n ining and could=no 
{ Our best hope . Dean-street showman Michael help his club, South: Lon- 
Klinger, 38, wrote to. Pirie yest erday don Harriers. defend the 
None of ‘the Continental loffering him a position that would | trophy. 
ne, give Pirie a2 chance of Sepestion off for training and i He saw them lose it by 
foneren sentra” “nine a fe Saber’ Met fd AE Us a ao ee 
Sie ier, : 73 led whe rea F iS 
iene i tae one Bike ne Soden fo rap Se a ois wis oe Oe 
* Brit in against ola t y m Ss. 
moe bel ibe he has S eas [watte City. sagan he would lose mile course was Dra Weir S 
chance of a Go eda an 
any other British male athlete. “I do not think England can 
Dore who Ape as oe sabe apbre (to fares aed ito sales eo 
e Olympic Games take place is time. ee r re " 
next summer, plans to retire place in my. organisation,” 
from the track afterwards and pes ta Pi 
return to New Zealand, | Wary irie 


In. Oslo. Lath was'a little wary 
about whether he would accept or 
not 

#2 ‘What would I do in a strip- 
| tease club?” he asked. “I woud 

ke to know a few more details 
betars I make a decisi Bus 1 
appreciate the thought very mucn. 
It’s nice to know people care about 
the sport and athletes,” 
‘Gordon ‘could 
floor man 


ao lng er's, 


8 
| ot happy 
king here,!’. 


? Blow for 


Clee ees | 


The 


See THE 
: ‘ a ;000 metres record, will have fo cut down on his often-| 
Py vatsome|fantastie training and racing programme in this forthcoming) 
dangerous!y{Qfympic year. _ . 
Deanne tas “Pirie, who arrived-in this country from Germany on Christmas! 
Ue ie ‘Day, had consultations with his German 
‘advisers before he left. ; 
Then he said: ‘The trouble is, my heart is far 
Spat a. too strong for-my muscles. They told me this; 
‘before I left. It means I shall have to cut my 
sev tracing and -training by more than half this 
season.” 
First “casualty” is the withdrawal of “ Puff- 
Puff”. from the Surrey county ‘cross-country 
championships which take place on Saturday. 


How bitterly ironic that the man who has probably 
displayed more “heart” than almost any British 
athlete of the past decade should now find his “secret 
weapon ” potentially turned against him. 


Pirie heart worry? 
__ Just watch him go 


~ By DOUG WILSON 


TN ORDON PIRIE may be worried about his heart, he may 

f shave cut down on his training and he may be nearing 

the end of his career. But it’s going to take a super fit 

‘man to beat him ‘in the Southern Counties nine-mile cross- 

country .championship at Parliament Hill, London, next 
Saturday. 

Gordon, who will be 29 next month, had a medical overhaul 

in Germany a few weeks ago, and since then has been concerned 

about -his heart. He’s reputed to have curtailed his training. But 


bid r 


LE DEPART DU CHALLENGE LEFAUCHEUX YIENT D’ 


ETRE.DONNE. LES FAV ORIS SONT ENFERMES ET 3L LEUR FAUDRA SPRINTER POUR SE DEGAGER. 


the Hel- | 
sin 1952. 


CROSS COUNTRY 


; PIERRE LEFAUCHEUX INTER- 
| NATIONAL RACE (Les Mureaux, 
15} miles).—1, Vanderwatyn (Bel- 
| gium), 28m. 55.8s.; 2. H. Ameur . 

} (Prance), 26m. 56.4s.; 3, R. Vanden- 

borre (Belgium), 29m. 22s. British 

Pactogs : 10, L. R : 


old fron Horse”? Gordon Pirie, holder of the world’s; 


ar le vent de face qui souffloit violemment, Ameur n’o pu résis 
roe 2 tonite dar Sh de Yan de Wattyne, vainqueur une fois de plus. 


Cross-Country 
—_ 


REED 10th EIN FRANCE 

Marcel Vanderwatyn, of Belgium, 
won the Pierre Lefaucheux cross 
country race at Les Mureaux, yester- 
day with a time ‘of ‘28min 55.8, re- 
ports Reuter. 

Best of the South London team was 
L. D. Reed who came tenth in 29-55. 
Other South’ London placings were: 

D. A..G. Pirie 30-32. 14: C. Wilson 30-44, 
16; N. Chavin 50-47, 22: R. Langridge 31-1, 
23; D. Gilson (no time), 35. 

South London finished fourth in the 
team competition. Winners were a 
local cluh, 


these worries didn’t: prevent his winning South London Harriers’ 

10-mile cross-country championship recently in very fast time. 
At present Britain’s 3,000-metre world record-holder is on the 

Continent, but he has let it be known in real old Gordon style 

that he'll “run everybody into 

the deck” next Saturday. : 

However, after the massed 
Start of more than 500 runners, 
|8alloping Gordon’ will have no 
easy job. 

He'll be target No. 1 of such 
dangerous rivals as defending 
champion Stan. Eldon, the Berk- 
shire policeman, Frank Sando 
(Aylesford), if recovered from 
flu, John Merriman (Watford), 
Alan Perkins (Ilford) and Bruce 
Tullo’ (Portsmouth). 

The team event should be a - 
close struggle between Thames 
Valley and South London. But 
with Pirie back again my tip 
is S.L.H: ‘ : 

Th the MiAlsnd ehaw 


Britain's 


_ world record runne: 


GORDON PIRIE 
Tronic situation 


_ PIRIES 
ROME 


COOSesoeese 


ROUTIM: 


S00090000008008' 


LEEP your woy 
an Olympic tit! 
Thot’s part of Gorc 
Pirie’s plan to earn 


place in Britoi: 


athletic teom 
Rome this year, 


Gordon, facing 
last chance of Olym 
fame has at leo 
twelve hours sleep 
day on his ftraini 
agenda, 

He also does weig 
training morning o 
night plus a punishi 
ten-mile run on | 
track each mid-day 

“There’s been a 
of nonsense talk 
about my heart,’’ sc 
Piste. ‘' Truth is 
heart is superb, If : 
muscles. were as go 


“A AMA 


cae KY EX 
West Beomuic 14d. 


(Koslow CHUAN Pie sitiP 
UiSDM_ [8bo. 7 


So H. Champs. Seniors 10 M. 
5 2, N. Chanin 56.16; 


h London 
. G. Pirie 55.00 


ut 
] .A Shey 
3, C. Wilson 57.09; 4, J. Lyne 57.25. Hep: 
1, C. F. G. Aldridge 49.28: 2, D. W. Sudbury 
50.07; 3, N. Chanin 50.12. Juniors 5 M. 1. 
Barber 27.54; 2, C. J. Harvey 28.02; 3, 
J. Yates 28.13;.4, N. Dungate 28.17. 
ep: 1, W. J. Morris 26.05; 2, A. J. Yates 
26.58; 3, P. T. Bodley 27.11. Youths 31 M. 
Gordon Pirie. 1, S. D. G. Stephens 22.35; 2,.W. C Cheese. 
ieee : man 23.05 os 


= oo. = OY nv /) < , if/ « 
2 Seca Sdufit cM LR; SS Coiun-f Cy An ProcsHuP 460), 
Cross-Country ' SS a ee ram oe ee 


{PIRIB MAY USE 7 HAMPSTEAD. 
SOUTHERN RACE x K# : 
AS . WARM-UP : With Heatley sfreidy ia ibe lead after a mile and a half, his closest rivals plough through cod’ 


‘sin heavy rain. They are Gerry North, who was fcurth, J. Merriman (second) and Gordon Pirie 
Os (seventh). 


WO- OLYMPIC TITLES an ndivid ma chance from Eldon (the latter fell with a mile to 


me : : ESS BP t ; ; APO Todd 0), while . the  fair-headed, broad- ‘ 
Bs ARE OBJECTIVE 3 ae oe } Rep ie esis ot shouldered Heatley sped farther and farther 
By JACK CRUMP : : Vest Bromwich, on a wa tier three miles and a half, or one lap, 

O-DAY’S Southern’ cross- # eatley, of Coyentry.| the “order was Heatley, Merriman and! 

country championship field § y from: the field | North, Pirie, Eldon, “Norris, Anderson, 

Pe EBRAbly aihed hast ever and ers and Derby and Tulloh, B. B. Craiz, and Sando, while a 

pro Mee . he team title. 144 | Midland journalist was able.to announce 

# there is considerable excitement rs ee? excitedly that Derby and County were 

‘as to who will win the individual: § already well up for the team honours. At 

title at Parliament Hill Fields... the end of the second lap Heatley, striding 

Great interest is attached to 

D. A. G. Pirie’s entry. ‘ ; 


along full of power, was 23sec. ahead of the 
‘Pirie has as his:main objective, , Getting into their stridein this afternoon’s Southern Counties Cross Country championships 


I ‘place. labouring Eldon. and then. came North, 
64 Wacine international Merriman, Norris, Anderson, and Pirie, 
‘the Olympic 5,000 metres and is* shortly after the start from Parliament Hill Fields, Hampstead. 
said also to be contemplating the SOSA Sets SS : 


ich was announced after- with another 25sec. gap before Sando and 
10,000 metres. cote a Ps te * 


i” 


“automatic choice.of Tulloh came in sight, speeding down a 
. . | grassy bank and across a jarring asphalt 


Glasgow on March 26, and | Path. 


_ Ambitious as this may seem it is pets = ese ; bit Paid ps , H 2 » 
pemecant that his Spas aioe : Sey Orialles Cours wentae W bare : has agreed to race in the ENCOURAGING POSITION 

. Gerschner, a quiet thoughtful’ man, Jol seat Watford) In- Te pgaegs Gamera eg cas : : -: a 
Beth de ud becset Of the face thot tre Spenetmernman: | aor An - Pirie, who finished just before him, was On went Heatley, looking fresh and rosy 


th time to run for England | faced, though he later said that he had felt 
or the third accasion as he | tired in the last two miles. He crossed the 
is going to’Germany to see his coach. He | line with arms raised and a wide grin and 


WM considers a top-form Pirie, to be un- romped home to win by. 200 ; 
ig beatable over the shorter distance and yards from Bruce Tullon 
tm fully capable of winning both titles, (Partsmouth) the A.A-A’ three 


; : : Ke ; ve will be azcompanied= by the 21-year-old | then came the wait for lesser men. The 
apes he returned, to this pauary Eldon Ra ey Wiggs, who provided a big surprise by | chef surprises in the first dozen were Pirie 
irle has trained hard and regularly : : finishing. eleventh, so Wiggs has also turned | at seventh—a most encouraging position in 


but so. far this. winter has not. dis- i Wee de lon rated, 5 down the selectors’ invitation. I find it | view of his Olympic ambitions at 5,000 

} impossible to justify his attitude. A few | metres—Minshall at tenth and then the 
days with a German ‘coach is nothing | lean, crew-cut Wiggs, who had made some- 
compared withthe honour of running for | thing of a mark in junior miles after return- 


England, ing from an American university. 


| #closed his form in cross-country races. é B : 
| #If he does not consider it too early yard lead after 2 miles there 
in his; training programme and_ is was no stopping him. There 
/@ willing to try for victory "he will be a | Was however a desperate battle? 
very strong contender for the title at | for second place, with Tulloh 


re ; E. : { and Eldon fighting it out for Results : — 
prescuraneld iby SE. Eldon |. a meck and neck finish. SANDO AGAIN CAPTAIN INDIVIDUALS.—B, B. Heatley (Coventry Godiva), 
MERRIMAN CHANCE Meraman:: Empire \ Gunes. six The Englishteam will now presumably | iSmin: s3sco<"2:'§. 2 Eldon Wrfaman gn "Ere 
ECould Do Well. Acai milies silver medallist, is hop- be as follows :-—— B. B, Heatley, S. E. Eldon, 5 Ssec.. 33,G. A. North (Blackpool and Fylde), 
Again ing to run for Britain:in the G, Aj Northy J°P.“Anderson -F Nort 453, PB. Anderson (Saltwell, 46min. II sve.. 
if When Pirie was racing regularly ; Olympic 10,000 metres at F! D. Sando (captain), H. Minshall. AE London). demin, 3ascc. 3: MB. 
over the country he was outstanding Rome. But this will be his Perkins, B Hill-Cottingham Reserve (to N 5 Pas Reha 
pand, back in his old form, he could ‘ast season of athletics. I Gy Gi Fe ee Ae ton), 47min. lisee:, 102M. E. Wiggs cThames 
Pbe\so- again}: Eldon, on the other England's international — cross- r The Witharaw 1 of. Piri t Valley), 47min. 13sec.” It: A.” F. Perkins (Ilford), 
} hand, ha t-been conspicuously suc- country captain, Frank. Sando, : Ene We ctawal Of | Pitie and Wiggs | 47m.n. losec.. 12; 8 HikCouingham  (Chelmsforay, 
} sno en consp nN ? C sin Minshall] 47min, 24sec., 13; D. J. P. Richaeds (Poiytechnic), 
cessful so far this winter, he, too, finished fifth to show that he’s brings s » a Consistent performer 47min. 25sec., 14; L. D. G. Reed (South London), 
haying Olympic considerations in recovering from his recent j in university cross-country, the 1957 Eng- | {Zmin: 26sec." 15, D. Taylor (Grimsby), min. 36sec 
f mind. S, | bout-of flu. But many people : lish champion in’ Perkins, and ‘the Essex (Derby), 47min, 45sec., 18; F. Seal (Ponders End), 19; 
7 In the inter-county Cross-Country were disappointed that Gordon runner Hill-Cottingham. Perkins ran with PTEAMS “pee oa County © C131 points (Tayloe 
e-Championship, J. L. Merriman was the Pirie was only 13th. _ Pirie, h a heavy cold and would probably have | 1s, satiey 20. MM J. Builivant 21, B. A. Wilkinson 28, 
hmost convincing of the Southern however, was far from de- } finished a place or two higher without this | 4" pSc"s 35.3; T, Keim 49).,15 Souwn London H 
runners and he is a consistent per- | jected. He said,.“ 1 was quite 4 handicap. Sando, taking part in his last | F. D. Gilson 96, J, R. Humphreys 98), 2; Sheffield 
\@ feformer who could easily defeat Eldon | pleased. | just can’t run over ;, English championship, is once again United H.. 334 (K. Wood 33, -D. H. Walker 42. J. ichols 
again as he did at Brighton. | the mud these days. All my } chosen as captain, while Norris, the defend- | Porsmown A.C. “Thames Valley H.. 53 
@ |) A. Perkins, the former national i ergo Ae figne a me track ing champion, gains another international | Woodford Green 4 po sarolechnic tis ee 
i (champion, who ran well to finish i papel fing AES , that I'm yest at 38. ,Bolton United H., 
fg @ sixth behind Eldon at Brighton is a 
i§ another who pel like the going at { ‘Results. MARSHY FIELDS 
a he i nt Hill Fi yhile F. J. Se |. Southern.— Mérri ; Ton teeth . 
ha? be hes Risers gba hig sae B. Tullos (Porismoutio, hse Flame ina: | Heatley's triumph was the real beacon 
} sorand Eton) Team: i, thames Valley ts0 yn a day of grey skies and depressing gusts 
cold) would not lack supporters in points: 25 South Lendoh 212; 3. Wood! Oem Te “ : Busts 
tis title-attempts. Green S10. Juniors: 1. M. Battey (Thue 5 of rain. Well built (Sft. 8in. and 10st. 41b.) 
ee reat ahs os cited rocks 2 WL. 1 Card (Thames. Valley; Z a for the hilly nine-mile course of undulating 
yw. B.S. Lutioh, who has already, Uomion waams ‘Devonnort). Team: South John Merriman (Watford H.) winning ‘-kland and marshy fields, he looked cer 
(had) a winter's racing at Cambridge Free ethss: 4D. S. Clack: (Géaport), = . ; p pal a AGREES ah 
* to condition him, F. Seal. the Middle. RAE eco, Be Snook the Southern Senior C.C. Championship. ; tain to Win Once “he had taken: the lead 
v Vv FranedA ” “= 
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WHITHER 
GORDON 


 PIRIE 


\ 
asks KEN NORRIS XxX 
- POLLEN a, fed 


Win or lose, Gordon Pirie always 
seems to hit the headlines. They 
write him up, they write him 
down, they write him every- 
where — this darned elusive 
human hare ! 


“A prophet hath no honour in his 
own land,” so says the legend. 

Thus it is that Gordon Pirie, world 
record holder for 3,000 metres, is 
‘unlauded and unsung by the British 
Press, most of the British Public and 
lall but the athletes who know him, 
‘and the Continentals who appreciate 
‘his greatness. 


Other athletes can have an off day, 

‘scratch through injury or finish down 
‘the field in a race below the normal 
|distance, but not he. If he’s beaten, 
it’s “Pirie flops”; if he wins and 
does not set a record it is “ Pirie did 
not try” or alternatively, he was a 
bad sportsman for not letting some 
other athlete win. 

But what of 1960? Pirie, written 
off in 1955, came back to establish 
two world records and take a silver 
medal in 1956. Written off again in 
1958, he put in only two appearances 
at the White City in 1959, winning 
with devastating ease on both 
occasions. 

This winter, with the Olympic 
Games only a few months away, he 
is not mentioned in connection with 
possible finalists or medal winners. 
Here, however, lies his strength. 
Nothing drives him more than 
criticism. Say he’s great and he’s 
finished, but say he’s no good, 
running in the wrong races and 
training the wrong way—and then 
watch out. Gordon is determined to 
prove you wrong. 

Under the guidance of Woldmer 
Gershler Gordon set new peaks of 
achievement in 1956 but on his emi- 
gration to New Zealand he lost touch 
with his dynamic coach. He con- 
tinued along similar lines for two 
years with-only mixed success, until 


? 


Gordon adjusts his shoes as he gets 
ready for training, with wife Shirley 
looking on. 


he decided to return to Freiburg last 
June. 


Stronger than ever ! 


After an extensive check up, which 
included psychological tests and tests 
on his concentration, as well as the 
normal physical tests, he was found 
to be stronger than ever but needing, 
in Gershler’s opinion, a different type 
of training to that which he had been 
following. 

No longer the sprint work with 
220’s run inside 25 secs. and 440’s in 
55 secs. Now it is rubbers, sweater 
and 31 secs. and 67’s for the majority 
of his early workouts. Later the dis- 
tances will increase but always the 
tempo will be that little bit easier 
than it was in the past but with, of 
course, more repetitions. 


The coming season will see Gordon 
foresaking the 880 yards and mile 
races and switching to 3 and 6 miles. 
Gordon has been doing some cross 
country running this winter and 
though not taking it seriously,’ will 
at the time of writing run for his 
club, South London Harriers, if they 
need him in the National. (Gordon 
did, in fact, run in the National, and 
as you may know, finished 7Tth— 
Editor). 


OLYMPIC runner 
Gordon Pirie has 
become a car salesman with 
an Addington firm. 
“J shall train for the 
next Olympics in my lunch 
hour and in the evenines.” 


GORDON does not believe in plan- 
ning his racing programme too 
far ahead but changes his mind, 
sometimes rather rapidly, according 
to his state of fitness at the time. 
He is contemplating the Southern 
“6” after which he will continue to 
race in England through the summer 
season. 


Gordon is quite certain in his own 
mind that if he trains for the 10,000 
metres as well as the 5,000 metres, 
he can succeed in both instead of be- 
ing just that little bit short of the 
distance, as he was at Melbourne. 
Providing he is selected, he would 
like to run in both events at Rome. 


There is no longer a man of the 
calibre of Kuts or Zatopek to domi- 
nate the distance’ races and in fact, 
the field is devoid of any really out- 
standing athlete. I fancy that the 
man (or men) who can beat Halberg 
in the 5,000 metres and Grodotzki 
in the longer race should win. 
Gordon Pirie could be just that man ! 


After the Olympics—what then? 
With his love of camping, fishing, 
surf riding and all the attractions of 
an unspoilt New Zealand, I think he 
will retire, justly proud of a gold 
medal and the satisfaction of having 
once again proved the press wrong. 


t ndent 


By Our Athletics Correspondent — 
ssa | eae and County Athletic Club won the News of the \ 


eT ie. ’ 


London to Brighton road relay yesterday for the 
yea ao etueeh Bltpnam” Connon 
in the second stage 8 : n ; 
early sin ie So toh, sand the 
i Jooked back. 
- Derby won in, 4hr 33mi 
18sec, more than seven minutes 
| faster than their time last year. 
Second were Portsmouth A.C. in 
4hr 37min 35sec, and 
London Harriers third 
38min 25sec. _ 


Nothing unlucky about 
No. 13 for. Dominic Keily. 
- The Derby and County A.C. 
_- runner is first man home in 
-~ the London-Brighton relay 
and his club are national 


_ champions : for the second 
successive vet’ 1 ONDON-BRIGHTON RELAY ars: ae 
With Derby so far’ Shes 


ai Dear Sir, sarly° on, the main. exci’ 


I should like to take this opportunityay in the battle for second and 
to thank all the officials who make thenit@, Places nth the : 


Brighton Relay possible. Most people do;tage when Portsmouth’ Tim 
not realise how difficult it is for thefohnston ground his way. Sahl 
a . officials to fight the traffic and still keep*@¥,,Darchambaud of) Som 
: ‘es the race going as smoothly as it does. 5 
? At the other end of the scale it es ‘ oie 
becomes quite easy to say from the point, Barns Sect eh 
fof view of the competitors just what agawed tueeay for Portsmouth’s 
jdamned nuisance some of the supporterssecond place with a magnificent 
nd their transport have become. tecord-breaking run « ‘ie 


The Portsmouth A.C, coach in particu sent aie nee beds in 


Alar seemed to do their very best to park28min 59sec and hauled his team 


t every blind corner they could. Others4p, from peat to Eee om 
who I do not know were driving close toyout Beare ee thia lag. was 
a a o. 1 position on this lap was 
me whilst I was running and I shouldtheir wily Arthur Keily. He 
ike to appeal to drivers—if you can’tnaintained his team’s lead over~ 
fkeep away from runners at least getne of ane roost agonising: part: 
your exhausts flavoured! On the next six-mile lar 
Lastly, the timekeeping robbed BruceSordon Pirie, for South London 
Tulloh of a new record on stage 9 whenind | Bruce a eoten Be 
ihe beat 28 minutes by two seconds!! was first away. but the tiny 
Yours sincerely, oe eouenS him ape oe 
Ti caced at a searing pace for. es 
Gordon Pirie Then the long-legged ‘puffins 
Pirie forced his way ‘aheac 
again, v : 
Coventry . Godiva Harrier: 
E : looked like becoming the shoc! 
be 3 ? team of the day when Basi 
: Sh ee Heatley pulled them from 10t! 
position to second on.the thirc 
leg with a time that was onl) 
three seconds outside the lar 
record. But Coventry lackec 
the strength in depth to conso 
lidate their position, anc 
gradually they fell back -~— 


The special medals for th: 
most meritorious performanc 
went to the Manchester an: 
District Lads’ Club. Harriers~ 
whose officials didn’t want. th 
club to enter as they, though 
they didn’t stand a chance. - 

But the athletes talked i 
over, and went to the officials + 
say: “ We want to run, We war 
to show ’em what we can do. 
And they did. ay 


Result. Cc A.C. (4hr 33m 
i. erby & ‘ounty A . 3 
| 38sec); 2. Portsmouth A.C. (4-37-35); 
| South London Harriers (4-38-25); 
Belgrave Harriers (4-39-39); 5, Blackhe= 
Harriers (4-40-2); 6. Sheffield United Harrie 
| (4-40-42). : D 
7, Walton. A.C., % Coventry Godiy 
Fiasriosss 9 Bischac’ Harriers; 10, Woo 
ford Green A.C.; Ll, 
Lads Club: Harriers; 12. Highgate Harric 
13, Bolton United H } 
ston. Harriers; 15, Bellahouston ‘arrier 
16, Polytechnic Harriers; 17, Nort taffor 
shire & Stone Harriers: 18, Ilford Athict 
Club; 19, Manchester A.C. 
most_ meritorio: 


sein ant neaneneater and District Lac 
Club Harriers. 

Stage 9. Mike Billivant beat his ow 
record by 2 sec. though Derby wer 
nearly 4 mins. ahead. Behind him, Piri 
(S.L.H.) and Tulloh (Ports. ) had a grea 
battle, though losing considerable groun 
to the leader. Tulloh closed the 25 se 
gap and they ran together until nearin 
the take-over, Pirie got away to han 
over 15 sec. up on his rival. Belgra, 
moved up on Blackheath’s heels an 
Sheffield were coming into the pictur 
thanks to a fine run by Nichols. At t! 
tail end of the field Alan Perkins w 


ie 


Magnificent Hyman : 


rs set off in the rain from Old Palace 
T, on the first stage of the London to 

ay race today. =, 
of 12 stages and the course 


. 


‘were’ competing, 


among 
Stan Eldon, Gordon 
Laurie Reed, Stephen James, 
{Alisdair Wood and the enigmatic 
iDerek Ibbotson. 


Pirie, 


At the start it was Pirie who 
took. the lead, but» with the 
jleading runners sprinting and 
then easing, the lead changed 
‘hands several times until at the 
bell it was Eldon’ from’ Pirie 
‘and Ibbotson. shay Os Sos 
E With 250 yards to* 

‘bend it was Ibbotson who sud- 
denly~ crashed back ~ to race 
home a confident winner by two 
yards from Reed, with Pirie in 
third place and. Eldon fourth. 


Tactical triumph 


In view of the number of in- 
ternationals competing, ~the 
‘time was not as fast as might 
have been expected, but it was 
a fine tactical ‘triumph for 
‘Ibbotson, who was celebrating 
jthe birth of his second daughter 
ilast Saturday. 

His time of 8 min 50.6 sec was 
a ground record for Ibbotson 
himself set the old record at 8 


year. “I had to win to safe- 
guard my own record,” said 
Ibbotson, whose last lap was 
157 sec. Bie 
The first University man home 
\was Wood in fifth position, but 
jhis time of 8’min 53.4 sec was 
well inside the OUAC record of 
'D J P Richards set at 8 min 57 
‘sec three years ago. } 
Wood was none too’ pleased! 
jwith his performance, however,’ 
for he admitted : “I didn’t know 
what was going on. One minute 
‘they were sprinting and the next 
we were. falling over ourselves 
again” aes 


today for; - 


ge has produced the most * 


| revolutionary sight seen on a British ° 


‘track. { 
| Gordon has a 100 metre straight 

measured out at Coulsdon. At each end 
} is @ mattress on a board sloped so that 
: , ~ Gordon can lie down with 
oe feet higher than his 
read ! : 


Gordon has worked to 
this schedule: 

Run up the straight 
Sr erest the stop-watch in 
13.6 to 13.9 secs, 

Lie down for twenty 
seconds, while his wife, 
Shirley, counts his heart- 
jbeats, Then_run the 
reverse direction 100 
‘metres and lie down 
again for twenty seconds. 

Then repeat the dose 

fifty times! 


‘ 
; 


With °250 ya g0, Pirie 
Silla’ : ‘burst clear, but round the final” 


min 52 sec at this meeting las*with a time of 8min. 


the’ 3,000 metres in 8min 4.4 
sec at an athletics meeting at- 


‘the distance, 


50.6sec. which beat his own ground record for the event. 


Help for Pirie 
ORDON PIRIE returns to 
G England next sakeeaP In 
ndin wo weeks. 
eaehootin intensive training . 
im Germany under his German 
‘coach; Waldemar Gerschler. -- 
‘ travelled to Germany at 
then ene of the Inter- 
“national Athletes’ Club, whose : 
chairman, steeplechaser John 
> Disley, said today >: Sevier a a 
, Gordon -to Germany was ju -: 
Win for Pirie © give “sanoial assistance fo 
, e€ anci 
or eee ? aS Fepeaa prospects for © their 
training.” yh Ra IO page 3 
Club’s funds, have com 
cone various sources, includ- 


Britain’s Gordon Pirie won 


Krefeld, W 6 s t.. Germany, ‘ing two football matches and 
reports Reuter. Pirie holds the the publication” of a book. 
| world record (7 min 52.8sec) for aE a 


Road to Rome, written by club’ 

bers. Sas 
Pirie is concentrating on the 
three’and. six miles this season,. 
aiming at medals in the 5,000 
and 10,000 metres in*-Rome. It 
Is. expected to be his last 

lympic bid. 

on training spell in. Ger- 
many may not be the only one 
this summer before the Games. 


UR “international athletes 
are a progressive lot these 


days. Thro their Inter- 
matceal Athletes Club they 
have produced a fascinating 
book, The Road to Rome 
(William Kimber: 15s.) out 
onl hampion Chris 
Olympic champion 

her’s graphic story of the 

pst ed inde that nearly 


* ” made me relive the 
saapenae that followed his dis- 
qualification after winning the 
3,000 metres steeplechase in the 
last Olympic Games in Mel- 
SORT EAnEr taken the’ reader with 
Brasher takes the re 
him as ne age a ON inst 
jury defending himse gain: 
Lee ie that brought the dis- 
qualification. y 
Gordon 


In another chapter 
Pirie writes: “I do not run 
to hit the headlines—I | run to 
prove myself to myself. mihi: 

ther famous internationals 
ae have contributed to the 
book include Chris Chataway, 
Roger Bannister, Sydney 
Wooderson, Derek | Ibbotson, 
Derek Johnson and John 


.-saut) Derek Ibbotson wins the two mil 


OE amt 
oe 


Piri 


the Polish act 

metres titles and had run 
| the fastest 3,000 metres this 
“But Pirie won a clever 
- tactical race in 8m. 6.6s. 
“by tem yards, 


Ai 


/ 


yf het beet edt 
wr ae ae ee ee - 


feat Di sine 


Only a man of Pirie’s strange 


- personality could have driven 
( himseif to. such lengths in 
search of a place on the Olym- 
| pic victors’ rostrum 


During the last ten years he 
has averaged 4,000 miles annu- 
ally. But as his athletic career 
started at- the age of nine, 20 


AMOUS feet yesterday tried 
out a new £4,000 track at the 
hite City, London, for the first 
ime, Gordon Pirie, Mary Bignal, 
eter. Radford and Brian Hewson 
agreed it was firmer and faster 
he old surface. One particu- 


oh TENT ets EY BIAS IOS OE 


years ago, he considers he will 
* pass the 50,000 mile mark this 
summer 
Pirie has been around the 
world a ‘couple of times as he 
emigrated to New Zealand after 
the Melbourne Olympic Games 
and has since returned twice to 
Europe. I emphasise Europe, as 
Pirie flits from one country to 
another performing a variety of 
jobs. 
Last year he was in Norway 


Testing the £4,000 track 


larly notable feature of the track, 
specially laid by the Greyhound 
Racing Association, is that races 
can easily he staged over metres 
or yards as movable kerb stones on 
one bend can convert the 400 
metres circuit to 440 yards. 


- Sharpening up 


S it because Britain is noy 
without an outstanding 


DEDICATION 


7AM) FLAN > LWICE 
ROUND WORLD FOR MEDAL | 


By TERRY O’CONNOR 


(GORDON PIRIE will have run twice round the world 
in search of a gold medal by the time the Rome’ © 
Olympic Games arrive this summer. 3 


» ered both titles within his reach. 


) 
oy Le Tal ta f yy PY i 
4 EA Ut ey La ito 


sent. thé ‘sun-tanned White City, London, 
terday, and had them cheering and yelling” 
programme under coach Wolde. ‘scorched to a spectacular international 1,500 metres 
mar Gerschler. 0 ge a, rovide the highlight of the News of the World 

This season I will concen- |} ; hh ionshipsas; ¢ 5. a 
trate on the three and six_ Ser tne: megane: 


miles in. the hope of making 
the 5,000 and 10,000 events at 


and only returned a few days 
ago from Germany where he. 
prepared his Olympic trainin; 


\ track this season. 


Ronie,” Pirie told me in between 
one of his daily training ses- 
sions. “a 
Pirie, still holder of the world 
3,000 metres record, ran‘in these 
events at Helsinki and Me 
bourne, Many people believe he’ 
destroyed his- chances in the 
Melbourne 5,000 metres by try. 
ing to beat Vladimir Kuts in the® 
oe race, : 
irie 1s not universally - 
lar as he likes being the oud ieee 
out. At the same time it is ime 
possible not to admire a*sman 
who has devoted himself 
track success. } : 
To do this he has sacrificed 
his own career and become anf 
odd-job man preperce to do any- 
thing provided he -has time to 
train. : 


The Danger Men 

During training to-day, Pirie 
discussed his likely rivals -at 
Rome He ranks the New Zea- 
lander Murray Halberg, Aus- 
tralian Albie Thomas. Pole’ ; y ese ie 
Zazimierz Zimny and English- }) ; 
men Bruce Tulloh and- Stan 
Eldon as the most dangerous 
men for the 5,000 metres. - 

For the longer hau] he men- 


kov (Russia), Hans Grodotzki 
(Germany) and Sandor Tharos ) ae it Hoth 
(Hungary). : sith ag ; ss HMA 
_Modestly Pirie does not men- : 

tion himself, but I felt when }} 
talking to him that he consid- |” 
But then no one becomes a 
world champion without con: 


fidence. } f Sat i “/0y Eanes 


I am certain Pirie will once 
again be a star of the British: 


y : et sek ago when asked if he 


‘This is Gordon Pirie striding to victory in 
_ the 1,500 metres at White City. 


‘miler for the Olympics or be- 
cause he wants to sharpen 
himself for the longer  dis- 
tances which prompts Gordon 
‘Pirie to go for the 1,500 metres 


‘at_White City on-Saturday 2. 


I think it is a combination 
of both, although at the start 
of the season Pirie assured me 
that mile runs were out for him 
and that he would be concen-- 
trating on three and six miles 
events in preparation for the 


metric equivalent in Rome. 


Pirie’s chance of improving 
on his 5,000 metres_ silver 
medal success in Melbourne 


four years ago is a big one, 


but he has been persuaded 
that with such a~high stan- 
dard likely it would be- wise 
to improve his finishing ‘speed. 
His stamina is unquestioned 
and unlimited. i 


4 min. mile? 


In the sharpening process, 
however, Pirie could well turn 
in the four-minute mile w 
could see him going to Italy as 
a bright 1,500-metre hope for 
Britain. 

He. would then have. the 
chance of tackling three races, 


)although a 1,500 metres suc- 
| cess would. I feel, see him drop 
the 10,000 metres: an event in 


whieh he has never vet com- 


WV EXISUNTIDE will see 

Gordon Pirie hurl himself 
into the most important three 
months of his spectacular 
career. For the next. 14 weeks 
everything in his life will take 
second place to running, with 
an Olympic gold medal as his 
ultimate goal. 

This week-end he runs in the 
1,500- and 3,000-metre inter- 
national events at the White 
City. In his first race on Satur- 


| day, the metric mile, he will be 


up against Rozsavolgyi (who 
did 3min. 41.5sec. in Budapest 
this week), Lewandowski, of 
Poland, and Jungwirth, the 
Czech who formerly held the 
world record, 

“IT am really using this race 
to speed up for the 3,000 metres 
on Monday,” he says. “The 
longer race is more important 
to me in Olympic year.” 

I think that victory in the 
5,000 metres at Rome is the tar- 
get on which he has set, his 
heart, for he was second to Kuts 
in this event at Melbourne. But 
he has hopes of the 10,000 
metres, too. 

“Funny thing is that I’ve had 
only one 10,000 metres race since 
the last Olympics,” were Pirie's 
last words before he dashed off 
to Rickmansworth. for another 
concen tiaes five-day training 
Spe. 


Thora te ANIc Awe word for 


Gordon Pirie, right, and. 
Alan. Perkins, with the 
coach-and-four, set off on 
a practice run. 


Hew topical can you get? 

ITV tonight are investi- 
gating London's traffic 
problem. 

Four athletes — runners 
Gordon Pirie and Alan 
Perkins,» walker Gordon 
Williams, and cyclist Joe 


metres at the 


i eee ae nS ee ete A. G* Pirie 
‘ (left) breaks the tape in the 1.500 metres 
- ahead of I. Rozsavolgyi (3) and K. Wood. 


aszavolgyi, 


The man who stole the show . .. Gordon Pirie (No. 16) makes his 
break to win the 3,000 metres yesterday. 


VVHILE other guests ate 
their cereal and bacon 

and eggs, 29-year-old Gordon 
Pirie and his 24-year-old wife 
boought their own food down to 
breakfast at their Lancaster 


Gate hotel to-day—raw oats’. 


sultanas,.and Barbados sugar 
with molasses. 

And on that diet plus steak 
and salad for lunch. Gordon 
was running in the 3,000 metres 
at the White City British Games 
this afternoon, 

Wherever the Piries go, there 
go raw oats, sultanas and Bar- 
bados sugar. And when they 
go food-shopping its for un- 
Poe rice, raw vegetables, 
resh fruit and corn oil. 


No cooking 


They have been on this nature 
food diet since they met a Nor- 
Wwegian a year ago. “He told us 
about the marvellous stamina 
of the Laplanders on this kind 
of food,” Mrs Pirie told me. 

“We feel much more awake 
and alive on it and Gordon is 
certainly more relaxed than he 
used to be. It’s lovely for me— 
having practically no cooking 
to do. 


by, winning the 3,000 metres at the. Briti : 
Games yesterday. Europe’s best toiled behin, 
them. It was Saturday’s 1,500 metres trium 


all over again. 


The world’s distance runners have been warned 
. - - Britain’s Pirie is going to be very hard to beat fo, 
the 5,000 metres in the Olympic 


summer, 


Soon after Pirie rom 
than five 


57.2sec.—less 


old me, 


sometimes rice puddings. But 
mostly it’s grilled steak, raw 
vegetables and fresh fruit. And 
when they do eat fried food. :t’s 
fried in corn oil. 

“I think the diet plus trein. 
ing has helped Gordon very 
much,” ‘Mrs, Pirie, former inter- 
national sprinter, tells] me, 
tnough. I ¢g 
with ice-cream an 
And only vesterday I got 
off from Gordon for 
wanting cream.” 

She added Sadly: “I 
cream.” 


“ Occasionanry, 
astray 


2] 
bis] 


love 


ped home 
seconds outside his own 
record—he set himself another target, ing 
throw my full efforts into the 5,000 metres at Rome,” 

“Tve virtually decided not .to 


nd 
D ow 


Games at Rome 


yesterday in 7m, 


“I'm Worl 


worry 
_ 10,000 metres. 

“ With a bit of luck,T ear 
win the 5,000, though yy 
not forgetting I have not 
managed the Olympic quali. 
fying time—yet. Anq I oe 
realise there are some gre. 
5,000 metres runners around 
—Darticularly Murray Ha 
burg, the New Zealander.» 

Now I hear that lans +g 
being. made for Pirie yO Be h 
to the shorter distance wh 
Britain tackles Russia in 
cOW soon. be 

Pirie was in complete com- 
mand of yesterday’s race, just ag 
he had been on Saturday. T an 


about 


ow nigh oe 


AOS“ 


confident that Roszavolgyi: 
Zdzislaw Krzyszkowigk 
(Poland), Miroslap 


Jur 
(Czech o- < 


$l ovakia), 
Frank Salvat 
and. company 


LAP 
did not i 


stretch: Pirie to the limit, + 


_Twenty-nine-year-old Gordo 
did only what Was required to 
win. If necessary,.he could ha 
broken his record, 

He was content to stride 
the rear_as the Scot, Graha mn ® 
Everett, flashed into the lead ta 
cover the first lap im 60.2sec. ~ cs, 
Then Pirie moved boldly inte’ 
the picture as Krzyszkowia’ c 
began to challenge Everett 
‘approaching the mile-post which | 
Was reached in 4min. 16.8sec. 
A lap-and-a-half later Krays 
izkowiak, dual European cham- 
pion, strode majestically to the, 
front, with Pirie at his heels ts 

Pirie set himself to match the: 
punishing burst he knew must) 
come irom the European) 
champion. : 


With a lap to go, Krzyszko [ 
away, 


BERD at 


wiak suddenly broke 
hoping to Kill off the powerful 
persistent’ challenge of th 
Englishman, 


Anflinchingly into the lead. 

Still cool, Pirie took a quick 
zlance’ over ‘his shoulder and 
saw  Roszavolgyi challenging 
Pirie was content to let him’ 
draw closer. : 

Then Pirie produced a final 
ourst of speed which settled! 
all — Roszavolgyi’s 
revenge, 

Fast-moving Pirie's next 
stop is.Germany. This week- 
end he will have another physi- 
cal check-up with his coach. 
Woldemar Gerschler. He returns 
for the South of England three- 
mile championship the following 
week. 

Bandleader Billy. Cotton 
watched ‘Pirie’s victory and 
commented: “No need to 
raat “Wakey, wakey’ to that 
ad,” 


hopes - of) 


farmer ‘ 

qualified are Sheffield's Ken Wood and - 
Gordon Pirie, who is going only for the 
5,000 metres in Rome. \ : 
Pirie was much more enthusiastic about 
Kent-Smith’s success than the big farmer 
was himself. He told me: “ Brian will be 
down to 3m. 40s. by the Games. ay 
“I had no chance of beating him 
tonight, and in fact was never in touch 
throughout the race.” 

vAnd Pirie ran darned well! 
Kent-Smmith set the early pace, tucked 
himself in behind Alfredo Rizzo after the 
first 400 metres in’ 61.3s., then shot away 
on-the final back straight to win by ten 


Made the most 
it 0 the evening. 
anes 

Gordon Pirie, 
: Italians in a 
etre race, he told 


all right, but 
eferred to have 


® Gordon Pirie congratulates Brian Kent-Smith | 
the 1,500 metres at the White City last night. : 


Ah bG, £a0woult UNUW 


EjROXDON ARENA, which attracts crowds like a magnet 
attracts paper, lived up to its reputation on Saturday, when 
even the presence of such star athletes as Gordon Pirie and Brian 
Hewson could not lure more than 300 to the track. AA SS 
. The faithfuls saw the immensely fit Pirie scatter the field-in 
‘the six miles, saw the immaculate Hewson placed third in the 
400 yards and saw four meeting records tumble at this 12-club 
Brockman Trophy event. 


Lean, confident Pirie could, if 
needed; have gone a good deal faster 
in'the six miles. The humidity and 
the lesser quality of his rivals made 
it unnecessary. 


Pirie, representing South London 
Harriers, made all the early pace 
and a very fast time looked on the 
‘ecards. But two-thirds of the way 
through, his pace fell sharply and 
lhe came home in’ 29 min. 38.4 sec., 
| Which was still good enough to beat 
i the meeting record by 2.2 sec. 
| Afterwards, Pirie commented: “I 
could have done a fast time, but, 
'phew! It was hot. I ran hard for 
{four miles and then I packed it in.” 
j Despite his appearance in this 
, long-distance event, Pirie, who would 
have done a time trial on his own 
j had he not competed, intends to 
;Stick ‘to the 5,000 metres at the 
‘Olympic Games—if chosen, - 


Pirie lapped nine of the 11 other 
runners. The two he did not were 
Irishman Jim Hogan, a gallant per- 4 
former who came second despite a: 
badly damaged big-toe nail, and 
Selhurst. Grammar School master 
Tony Weeks-Pearson, who was third. 


! 


Edited = 
by HARRY LANGTON 


| Ge it still the old Puff Puff . 
Pirie, demon of the long- 
distance race...or is it Bluff - 
Bluff Pirie ? <a 

That was a question Windsor and 
Eton policeman STAN ELDON pondered 
after GORDON PIRIE’S Southern three- 
mile victory in 13min. 30.8sec. 


Shrewd Stan, who made the pace for 
most of the race ‘just to record a fast 
time” for himself, finished fourth to Pirie 
in 13min. 36.8sec., well inside the Olympic 
5,000 metres standard. But his real target 
this year is the Olympic 10,000 metres. 

A big admirer of Pirie, Eldon studied the 
finish of the .Southern three miles from ioe 
back, and noted: “Like others, I was very 
surprised see Gordon’s 200-yard finishing 
‘age evens come to a halt 30 yards from 

“He certainly seemed to sti 
last. yards. SOHN MERRIMAN, AEP rio 
sprinter, seemed to overhaul him yery quickly. 

I couldn’t help wonderirig what would have 
secinds taster in the Malddle” lane or iP oPRANTS 
SALVAT had decided to run instead of train,” 


PIRIE AT THE TAPE 


Jess than 300 Fah 
to Croydon Arena CeO) 


| the scheduled time for the first 


‘Gordon Pirie 


stk ‘morning flooded sections of the Stompond —“7< 
Qj rectly. to a disappointing time in the mile tors 
VM, | 16 ¢ eld Sports. Association annual athletic a 


minutes on the Walton 


NCE. more Gordon irie. 
strides into the news. In-aiel ; 
Brockman Trophy meeting g 
Croydon © yesterday, the Sou 
London Harrier virtuoso of e 
| track broke the meeting record fo 
} the’ Six Miles, finishing unruffle, 
and fresh in 29min. 38.4sec—12.2se 
faster than the old record. 


Pirie was never threatened wi 
serious opposition and. slowed ‘{ 
the later stages of the race. He was 
still good-enough, however, to finsh | 
half a lap ahead of Jim Hogan}! 
(Poly H.) who was second 
30min 12sec. 

|}. On the way to victory Pir 
sepned nine runners out of the fie 
Ke : bat 
After the race, Pirie said: “I ra 


four miles, but the heat was ‘too 
|. much after that.” 


'@ Gordon (“Puff-Puff?) Pirie is snapped as he is 
about to break the tape for victory in the mile. At 
his shoulder is Mike Wiggs while the mud-spattered 
legs of third-man-home Mike Blagrove can just be seen 
on the left. Bringing up the rear is the fourth 
International-in the race, Alan Gordon of Achilles A.C. 


~ 


that, if he 
It for the last 


_ HE PLANS TO: TRAIN: 
AT WATFORD —__ 

~ AND IN GERMANY ba 
: —— + — metres time in Britain so far 

this -yeor, 3 oe pegs 

‘OHS 20) andthe second 

best three miles time, 

13 min.30,.8 see. (nearly 15 sec. 

inside the qualifying time). 
He is entered for the three 

and six miles races in the AAA esi 

championships next week, but 1 


tells me he will go only for the 
six miles. 


CROYDON RACE 


1000°- 


7 ® 
snubs rival 
| ra | 
. s ROUND 

ORDON PIRIE, calmly dismissing the Olyanpic chances <a BOUT 


Edited by HARRY LANGTON 


of the rest of Britain’s long-distance ‘Tunners, is now 


§ ere A Sa sales . 
determined to run-in both the 5,000 metres 
— AND the 10,000 metres in ~ 
Rome. 
_ Pirie is almost certain to run in ; a 
Friday's six miles instead of the eo 68 . q 
three miles in the A.A.A, champion- 
Ships next week-end : : wie mus S 1¢ et 
“To prove to everyone—and to : Be c 


myself—that I am worth 
10,000 metres in Rone ene 


" : e 

Is this latest Pirie decision unfai / 
the hefty squad of Olympic-class British O ree ml NS) 
runners who think he should concentrate on 3 


one race and so allow | Sispaat is g 
athlete to go to Rome? nother wants to stay at Freiburg and 


: {Answers Gordon, _now 29: | By SYDNEY HULLS Move from there to Rome just in rod GE concer dae ran 
decide who cons. Eas? Coq Should : Vi time for the Games... this year was in the. Brockman 
the fastest ‘British thee aes ORDON PIRIE has entered both the three and six-mile “If Olympic rules cid ee Trophy meeting at Croydon on 
and in 1958 and 1957 I was events in the Amateur Athletic’ Association Champion- putt an athlete: te reptesenting Tuneri Bae Cee 

: Ina température ‘of 85 degrees 


fastest: in the world over 5,000 ships at London’s White City on July 15 and 16. The A.A.A, 


rics received Pirie’s entry forms yesterday. This seems to confirm | A, would have qualified: tor Ney. he could dono better than 29min. 


“In 195 i = & his time,” he said. “In : 
over 5,000. fmottes “whieh aiid | my impression that Pirié is undecided which event to tackle. ie pene ea. cost. me something 38sec. wheleees he UES in ees! 
stands as the second fastest ever Each entry costs the athlete 3 : like £1000. to“come’ back here and a eenite ope ania Sater gosec 

‘in 10s. Entering both races has cost : Le : bid for a place in the Great abn eer tines and the 

There Is no one in Britain in Pirie £1. His Scottish blood Bae tra : : Oo tewer | “ec ¢ 

“Ww ; i inve Olympic. qualifying Standard is 
World class over 10,000 metres. - eee Sidhe an to invest £1 Saab Abeer 

yer 5 lif 10s.. wou oO! - 40880. | = : ; 
oe 2.002 metres there are a lot I have no doubt that Gordon ie Gi : Dee ... New Zealander Murray Halberg 
of runners who can do fast times would like. to qualify for the ; ; : Pirie can count on a place in. ‘has led the way in three and six 


mile= times_over the past year, 

for both the 5000 and 10,000 and several Russians. particu- 

- metres,. By next week he will... Pyotr’ “Bolotnikoy - and_ 
« probably have done the qualify- “Aleksandr, Artinyuk, have been 

* “ing time for both, as well as for setting a hot pace, too. Medals 

the-1500-metres. - -° =~» ‘are not going to be easily won in 

- He has the second best 1500: Rom ; 


put theysare Snot goed: competi. [20.000 metres. Otvmpls erene ar 
meee winning two Olympic gold medals. 
: Pirie should forget it and con- 
HE EXPLAINS centrate solely on the 5,000 metres. 

we es pies’ Ey good cepa 

N the 1956 Olympics Pirie was metre talent. ‘ar too muc ‘or 

‘ us to allow the false economy of 

I crushed by KUTS of Russia letting one man try to do the work 


in the 10,000 
second in the 5,000, and finished of two. 


But four years later Piri = m4 = % 
plains : “I didn’t expect to: ern : The target 
=a res venue ait eae into Rpg? the rere ane apoamplon: 
Taining { 8 our targét in e AAA. 
Australia, aes Witte” City. title hunt, Gordon. 


“In any case, it is. di You need all the top-class compe- 
this time. The’ 5,000 Mipties ue tition you can get before you 
run first in Rome, then there is tackle the 5.000 metres at Rome. 
10800 ,of several days before the = = 


Pirie’s pay-off for British rivals 


Gordon Pirie, ‘the 
BRUCE TULLOH — who ran a 


Olympic runner, and 
his wife Shirley taking 
delivery of _ their 
Fairholme Romeo 
caravan from Mr. 
Colin Thomas, sales 
manager of Fairholme 
Products Ltd. — If-he 
is selected for the 
British team, they 
will take the caravan¥em 
to Rome for this 
year’s Olympic game: 


ANK -SALVAT, -MARTIN 
HYMAN, STAN ELDON emcee 
angered by Gordon’s dim. view 
of their prospects. is this formid- 
able training revelation :— 


“This year I have bee i 
30 quarter-miles a day, ith 
Pelt ies eis ae of 50 minutes. 

e kind o i w 
doing in 1956. . Rees ee 


‘ 
fe RAE SS sere eS ST le 


; 


GORDON PIRIE, 


h, a Adi} Seed A Va) 4s a a 
OfPILS. ivi iGay. acme AL LTT a \ i TU 


Gordon Pirie returns to. WAM choc aaron 


rordor . ORDON’S FINISH 


‘MEMORIES of triumphs 


sbeta nesk Pe cesta Cite disaster : I i ace 


when he runs in the six 


rieigeaae" TWIN ROME CHANCE 


He has paid 10s. entrance fee 
for the privilege of wiping 
out the memories of 1954 and ; ‘ 

1955, when he failed to cs 
finish in the six miles. - ; 

In 1954 he broke a foot and a year 
later ran a lap short and col- 
lapsed with the heat, believing ~ 

he had won. 5 

: During the past four years he has 

, Missed the’ six miles, but he is 

; now lured. back by the attrac- 
|... tion-of competing in two events 
at Rome, 


oe By DESMOND HACKETT 


ORDON PIRIE, the arrogant athlete, swept past gasping, 

muscle-tortured opposition and was looking. over his frail 

shoul er as he won the A.A.A. six-miles championship at London’s 

Myint > ity last night in 28min. 9.6sec.—his best time for the 
nce. — 


When this Prince of Pacemen Pirie almost lounged into the lead in the last 

ay ; ‘it was the first time in 24 laps that he had headed the field. 
E eee 0 one a Sie sd Seah Ci hirer enti techs tS He periniy ted He to 
ctory would give Pirie h AN gallop along and make what- 
AACA title sines Nmesinea ce <Pirie’s ‘mabitipal’ 2 STAN ELDON ever their lungs and feet 


Title in-perit allowed them. 

But this lean, stalk-like man 
was always. present, watching 
with the air of a kindly uncle 
playing with the children and 
ensuring that none did himself 
f a mischief. 

The career cop champion, Stan 
Eldon, scuttled industriously 
along and once surged into a 
10-yard lead before he was left 
in. the last mile a man on @& 
lonely beat whose short, staccato 
paces left him nopelessiy behind. 


Set. a world six-mile record of 


28min. 19.6sec.—still his fastest other athletes b i i . 
rptime over the distance. ; board officials Wenmirete oll Pie Frater on i epee 
has been Suggested in athletic ae be overlooked for the Olym- will make it a better” cot to 
en the c 65, metre: Trunni i in,” i 

SER? HEL a serv eet, MOLINA Pe Suen 
gdom Pirie made it clear to me - i Gites Coon 

eaghe vepnee Pe Tulloh in - day that he would. not Messe are anne penne 
ie eet ADOT, seas te eg ieee tun they” bale Sua ‘eldon 

S miles in i ms on 

ene, rated any: rival. This time is 43.see- Spain than” Wal peter ee ae 
€ same time he has not . the world record ! we Perbeoken. | 


added to his popularity with. Inter-counties. six-mile champion 


Sets Nee 2 yrad y 4 : : ‘ : : The final act in this duel of 
— heavhy 5 Sta ; ina oy Nes pee ‘ vox SE go : : the run yr left as lanky, eae 
ile Pirie se. : Sy stepping Martin Hyman, sturdy 
eee __ successfully on pen flirting | little John Merriman, and, 
er Taces, inevitably. Gordon Pirie. 


c SF Se ae: Mérriman has concentra’ 
3 Not for Sou en Se 
: proves he has th ¢ 
ntla (Zader wot IS Speed, and temperament 10 win: 
sist! BZaucateéa but this It zwonl: beywrong to suggest this. 
j wo-man race, for’ ti 
‘ is 7} ly LATIN for |} holder Eldon, Martin Fyne! 


SO RIGHT 


The crowd still love this man 
Pirie, the last of the. great 
characters of what was once a» 
considerable breed. of British” 


; bs ; * distance runners. ; 
“ON YOUR. MARKS, wo | eas Perkins, and George; a ; : ; : : : : A roar soared up into the gentle, eps > 
GET SET \ __Knight are also in the field. : Be Ee f wt ; : ‘ ; <blue, cloud-framed sky, the old, , 
? Co ‘ = ~ Bik: Rte aey eC at see roar of “Come on, 
‘4 ‘ ‘ : . Gordon.” 


You felt that now everything 
“was in its proper place and that 
you were watching yet another 
performance of a hit show. i 

Hyman tried so desperately to 
ower his way into a commanding 
ead in that last, long, ‘tearing, 
muscle-racking lap, the _ last 
quarter after five and _ three- 
quarter treadmill miles. 
Y But Pirie was there, poised for 
the moment when he would 
#-choose to command the affairs 
F of this race. 

The Pirie legs suddenly and so 
effortlessly thrashed their way 
into the lead and there was not 
a man present who could even 
make a pretence of challenging | 
“his track mastery. / 

And when Pirie had flawlessly 
performed his party piece, he 
said : “It was an easy race until 

so secon the last three laps when Hyman 
% ahs See CM and Merriman dug in. _I shall 


‘Success ! Once again Gordon Pirie is home first, in front not be racing in the three miles, 


r . in fact I shall not be here even 
Martin Hyman and John Merriman, | to watch it. I shall spend the 
pee, ~| afternoon just jogging around.” 

Hyman revealed that he had 
been treated by an injection to 


£4 = acy? fy $i 54 

a, A } 
: ise 1037 : Lann ..<th j Se ay ye: 
Ss seers “Stes poe Pitié - Sou4i Hecate Pape ich Dew te finished Me gallant maser with his 


Pn ena 


i ee gaa swollen and 
TL Wetrutn. —itsnuc Uhr Iss ae 

SSL MeAdintn. Waren Haneicey Warn [D-Yoantioe een 

BSE Ero. hase Bx 112s 

Sa f : YS, LYN Vt) 

Ste Ziad yy Perc AL 5 SLs 


JDHATRA Brus bY, fi $23 


Re CoN ene oT 


“To ALL COMPETIIORS IN 
THE AAA CHAMPIONSHIPS 
WE WOULD LIKE To. WISH THE 


BEST OF ROMAN LUCK FOR THE OLYMPICS, . 


DISTANCE RACES’ 


By BOB TREVOR 
(GORDON PIRIE has been given a third chance for an 
Olympic double—5,000 and 10,000 metres—in the pro- — 
visional list of athletes announced by the selectors, to, 
go to Rome next month. 
Pirie was chosen for these events both in the Helsinki 
Olympics of 1952 and those at Melbourne four years. 


Meries ee ea Mite 


aes! 


GREATS , 


off the gold standard on the road to Rome. 
Now, after his come-back double in the 1,500 
and 3,000 metres at the News of the World British 
Games, Pirie could end up not only British Athlete 


of the Year but also of the Decade. 
For the Thin Man of the l 

Track, who runs in the 1,500 | 

metres against Italy at Lon- | the end of this Olympic year: 

don’s White City on Wednes- ; _ But he is so determined to 

day, is now joint favourite | win a Gold Medal, having 


| Summer Gordon Pirie was reckoned to be 


where he intends to return at 


with New Zealander Murray missed out at Helsinki in 1952 
Halberg and Zimmy, of Poland. and Melbourne four years ago. 
for the Olympic 5,000 metres. that he has come home to 

Why do I say Pirie is likely Britain at his own expense. 
to stand out as the track star He is without a regular job 
of this decade? What about He .pays his own fares to 
Bannister, Chataway, Brasher. Freiburg to consult with his 
Ibbotson and the rest ? coach, Woldemar Gerschler. 

For one thing Pirie has whom even many Germans 
lasted longer, and at 29, he is as shun because he trains them 
good as ever. He is better than too hard. 
ever as a tactician. 

Any athlete with outstand- 
ing ability. can become a 
champion. 

But to remain at the top 
through a decade or more of 
fierce competition and to re- 
capture the old spark when it 
seemed to have gone requires 
extraordinary self-discipline. ous as that of Dr. Barbara 

Gordon is an amateur in Moore. No holidays, no parties, 
the truest sense. and seldom a .visit to a 

Though he’s been running cinema. 
since the age of nine he has By September he will have 
made precious little cash even run nearly 2,000 miles in train- 
indirectly from the sport to ing and in competition, 
which he has devoted the best And all the time he has. the 
years of his life.~ approval of an understanding 
’ Pirie has never been offered wife Shirley, hérself a former 
-one of the cream jobs. He sprinter. 
emigrated ‘to New Zealand. Gordon goes for raw oats 


HIS DIET 
Seastereesesse 
OOK at the Pirie way of 
life—or lack of it—in this 
his final Olympic year: 
Ten miles running every 
day, 10 hours’ sleep every 
night. A diet almost as fastidi- 


with molasses and Barbados 
Sugar, steaks and salads 

And included in this diet 
recommended by a Norwegian 
is unpolished rice, raw vege- 
ibe: fresh fruit and corn 
oil. 

The man in the street will 
ask: “Is this hair-shirt way of 
life worth it?” Only Pirie the 
unpredictable and athlete 
extraordinary can answer this 
He has no doubts 

I've become an admirer of 
this ascetic athlete who, in his 
early days, gave the impres- 
sion of- being big-headed and 
tude at times. 

Pirie has proved his 
sincerity as well as his ability 

He has done more for British 
athletics with no gain to him- 
self than any other star of the 
track of recent years. 

The public love Pirie. the 
Peerless Showman, who 
thrilled them last week-end 
and will probably thrill them 
with another victory at the 
White City on. Wednesday 


SACRIFICES 


UT there is another Pirie 

Few realise that Gordon is 

not always the Lone Star 
Wolf of the Track Not 
infrequently he. passes on his 
knowledge and experience in 
coaching youngsters. 

It is another gesture from a 
man who really gives much 
more than he takes from 
athietics. 

I hope Galloping Gordon can 
make that Gold Meda! at his 
third and last attempt. No 
runner in the history of the 
Olympics has worked. harder 
or sacrificed so much. 


om 
th 


ome. 
Olympiad. 


these two Olympic 


MAIKE WIGGS, tthe 
o lanky middle  dis- 
nce discovery of the 
son, is not likely to be. 
In the 1,500 metres medal 
share-out in the Rome 


ut if he is capable of soak- 
up the training schedule 
German coach Waldemar 
rschler lays down for 
on’ Pirie, then he could 
ne a miler in a prec 
Wiggs, a protegé of Pirie, is 

Bresent working with his 
<f, entor under Gerschler at 

- Frieberg in the Black Forest, 
and it has already been proved 
“that there are few who can 
—stand up to the German's 
\Waining methods. 


Thrives on it 


m do it. A number of Ger- 
é an-athletes just shook their 
m heads when they were told 
- bout it and said it was im- 
Possible.” 


But the 22-year-old Wiggs, 
son. of a Rickmansworth 
jbuilder, is, I hear, thriving on 
ithe _ preparation and while 
Rome may be too near for him, 
the hard work could soon ‘be 
i paying such ‘dividends as he 
=~ could have hardly foreseen a 
‘year ago. 

+ Gerschler refuses to discuss 
_jabout his methods, and says 

that it would not be in the 
Anterest of British athleties to 
Teveal them. “But -after 
‘Rome I can talk,” he says. 


Strong demands 


The method is based on a 

cre fe pais of exertion and 

i a , Placing strong demands 

2 son on the muscular system and 

Or the 1,509 aking the heart beat more 

oa noi slowly. by making it 
: ‘and: stronger. 


es Pirie goes to Rome with high 


bigger 


= lago, but his best so far was a silver medal in the 5,000 ; 
imetres in Australia. : 


Pirie clinched his pace in the 10,000 with a brillant’ 


| stat at three and six miles— 


Pqsbory ss. OL 
| never make the 5,000 or 10,000 
; Metres in Rome,” says Laurie. 
|} “So I just had 
; for the 1,500 mettes,” 


» round the-corner. t 


. sent record for appearances in 
Boars ces eeace res Speke 
Nurmi, the most famous of a e flying 
fee A Oe raced three times in the 5,000 
"metres and twice in the 10,000 metres. 


six miles at White City on Friday. He so eclipsed the 
opposition in the final lap that if the early pace had been 
stepped up a world record seemed his for the taking. 


Srdon Pirie is in line for another 
a orcoorda record with a difference. 
he selectors yesterday named him:to run f 
e 5,000 and 10,000 metres track events | 
i ’. This will be the third time he 
“has competed for both these titles at an: 


} Although the selections are 

; -not final, the distance places are 

| almost certainly settled. 
In-the shorter race_Pirie. will 

be accompanied by Finchley’s 

Frank Salvat—winner of the 

) AAA three-mile title, and Bruce 
Tulloh. 

Martin. Hyman. and. John 
Merriman, second.and third to 
Pirie in the AAA ‘six “miles, 
made up the 10,000 metres trio. 


In comes Pirie’s 


-for the wonderful 21st birthday 


| 1g disciple 
By HARRY CARPENTER ee 
f Bis) lucky. young men heard the great news yester- 
day: they are picked for Britain’s Olympic 
athletics. team: Behind the bare announcement Jay 
two stories with a romantic touch: a 
Laurie Reed, 6ft- 3in. Coulsdon, Surrey, runner, has 
striven for years to emulate his idol and tutor, Gordon Pirie, 
at long-distance running. — - — 

Now he goes. to Rome as a. 
1,500-metre man. against the> 
superb Herb Eliott. Yet Laurie 
has run. ‘only twice. at the 
shorter distance: =~ --222) 22 

John* Wenk, when she heard 
he’d been chosen at 800 metres, 
rang up his father to thank him 


present that made it possible. 


Imitation 


But, first, 24-year-old - Reed. 
From the time he took; up run- 
ning in the’ Boy Scouts, this : 
lean, lanky loper’ hero-wor- 
shipped Pirie, who lived just 


At the London bank where 
he works, Reed yesterday fe- 
called : “ Gordon got interested 
in me while I. was still at. 
school.‘ I did everything he | 
told. me. I even modelled my‘ 
running style on him.” te 

But Pirie remained the big 


while Reed shone now and 
again in minor races, 

This’ season, the same old 
realised. I could 


o make a bid 


Rewarded 


.Yesterday came the reward. 
Reed joins Mike Wiggs as Bri- | 
tain’s best in the 1,500 metres. | 


° 


ie 


x 


NREAK - NOSED Robert 
-~ Bogey, schoolmaster 
msation of London’s 
White City on Saturday, 
confessed to me he is 
Scared of today’s meeting 
‘with Gordon Pirie, writes 
SAM LEITCH. 

| PIRIE.- What magic there 
fs about this name which 
Strikes fear into foreigners— 
even though they are bril- 
liant trackmen like French- 
man Bogey, who had just 
run the fastest 10,000 metres 


|| |AT. THE WHITE CITY, LONDON 


14 bo, 
bY te 


BERNARD 
... Fastest 


maninthe 
race’ with 


record to 
prove his 
pace 


‘Now go to sleep, darling, or, the bogey 
as man will-get you!” 


irie even fi 


spreadeagled Pirie’s times 
for this grinding distance). 

This slender, blond 24-year-old 
did not attempt to conceal his | 
extravagant admiration for Gor- } 
don when I spoke to him after 
his hippetty-hoppetty success in . 
29min. 1.6sec. -He confessed: 

“I will run in the 5,000 metres, 
But Pirie, I know, will be too 
good for me. He is so fast and . 
I think the distance'is really too —*. 
short for me,” 

Nevertheless, his clash with 
Pirie and the jet-fast finish of 
Frank Salvat. this afternoon 
should jerk some ‘sorely-needed 
life into the international fixture 
with France. 


Where nr. Seeek Habteevelindee sl) Sane adet a ce? 


a national - 


a) A if Don’t take the 3.2-seconds margin of Salvat’s defe 
PIRIE I ig Pie os oday too seriously. For the Finchley runner, satisied 
TP WCHO, Sra) | bo SAA hat Britain was safely into the first two places, eased 
an ra) Va. is stride considerably in the last 50 yards. ec es 
, W I A ke § |. Z e e Fe . ee © He had certainly done his job well. Particularly wher 
‘ t Stee <DAD SK ° : Michel Bernard, of France, who'had set a fast pace most 
aes i? G a : mf the way, uence to try a breakaway 300 yards from 
Bk ie 2. a ome. 
iS aN ACS 1} Ma ¥ zs A Salvat, cleverly placed, sensed 
oi A ae the threat, and straight away 
Kat / {¥ 7, accelerated with a’ tremendous 
iS KEM Siew cid S&H burst. Pirie strode after him at 


_ PIRIE 


...A feud 
on the run 
is forgot- 
ten in the 
cause of 
his 
country 


BOGEY 
... Lhenew 
track star. 
. Can he 
shock ' 
Britain’s 
athletes 
today? 


alwa Gordon Pirie first through the tape, the rest. 
ently nowhere. This is the finish of the 5,000 metres 
hite City, with Pirie still full of running. Frank 
Aistant second with the French pair tailed off. 


5,000 metres international event against France at t 
; White City today, Iam’ convinced that -it will t 
a Superman to beat him over this distance in Rome, 


With a blistering last lap of 54.6 seconds, Pirie surged 
home a clear winner from team-mate Frank Salvat 
13. minutes 51.6 seconds, the second fastest race over the 
distance in the world this year. He looked an Olympic 
winner. all the way. ; : 


But there is. no fear of 29-year-old Pirie holding a 
false illusions about the task. that faces him when ™ 
bids to repeat this triumph in Rome. HA 


i “Ezisting best times for 5,000 metres: will m 
NOTHING when the race starts for that Olympic Go 
Medal,”. Pirie told me after his victory today. “I mMusoy 
put in a lot more hard training yet.” - “fi 


If ever a runner deserves an Olympic title it is. Piri 
He travels to Germany again this week for Olympic tuning 
from his coach, Woldemar Gerschler.. And he will be ba K 
to have his final race before setting off to Rome in®=t 
ey. Carr Mile at this same White City track on Saturd 
week. - t ; : 


“Au revoir, messieurs !” 


ithe same. fantastic speed. 

The French had absolutely-no ; 
‘answer to the power that came } 
‘from the lungs and legs of the f 


Kt 


KRT\-: 
YOU rw 


"VEREFELD” (W. Germany) — 3,000 
mrt 1, G Pirie i 4.4805. 2, 


Grandma helps Pirie 


but had tried four times in j 


I was wondering why a man should 
torture himself like this—and that 


With that settled it seemed only 
natural to ask why it was so 


' Olympic title. 


ye 
M0): R a4 } 
eyes 4 L | 


=—_ —_— — 


ra iy 
Za 


.. Bmin, 
alley ED, 8-7.4. 


By TERRY O'CONNOR 


over lunch’ and 
me he will have 


Care) PIRIE relaxed 


50,000 miles — or. twice 


round the world—by 
time he reaches the 
Rome Olympic Games 
next month to compete 


in. the 5,000 and 


10,000 metres for the third 


time. 


js the only description of a 


training session I had just wit- 
nessed — when. Britain’s master 
runner confused me further by 
saying it had only been possible 
because of his. wife’s grandmother. 
“If Shirley [Gordon’s wife] had not 
received a legacy from her grand- 
mother I would have been unable 
to devote the time necessary to 
train as I must for Rome,” he said, 


sipping an iced orangeade. 


important to win an 
I sup- 
pose it was also natural 
that a man like Pirie 
should answer : “I want 
to win every Trace. 


“A world record is- much 


Leal 


more important than an 
Olympic victory. Only 
then can an athlete claim 
to. be the best. Some of the 


Pirie takes own 
Rome masseur 


(GORDON PIRIE is taking his 
own masseur.with him to 
the Olympic Games in Rome. 
He is Derek Nicholl. a profes- 
sional lawn tennis coach from 
Surrey, who has discovered the 
LeMay massage treatment for 
irie. 


told 
run 


the 


Pirie 


finest performers miss the 
Games due to an injury. 
For example, Bill Nieder, 
the leading shot-putter in 
the world, will not be 
representing the U.S. in 
Rome.” : 

felt Pirie, now 29, was deceiv- 
ing himself and pointed out he 
had already broken three indi- 
vidual world. records. and 
shared in two others in relays, 


GORDON PIRIE (left) will run in the 3000 metres 
and MIKE. WIGGS : 


vain for an Olympic gold 
medal. 

Why, then, do you go on living 
a monastic existence and 
pounding out the miles ? 

“I go on because I am not 
satisfied.” 

Look- what: you have lost by de- 
voting your life to running. 

“Lost?” Pirie seemed horrified 
at the suggestion. “But for 
athletics I .would have been 
caught in the rut of a civilized 
existence, catching the same 
train to work every day. 


> tod a senceene’ 
3.2 Vietory _ 3 
Secccccce See ace 


“Running has taken me twice 
round the . world. (literally 
this time) and*given me the 
opportunity to learn foreign 
languages.” 

Is victory really SO 
tant? 

Pirie seemed at first perplexed 
at the question. Then I 
noticed the same glint I had 
seen many times before when 
he had hunched his shoulders 
and driven victoriously to the 
tape. 

“During a race winning is the 
only thing which matters, but 
afterwards I often feel sorry 
for my rivals. Like the time 
in 1956 when I beat Vladimir 
Kuts in a new world record 
of 13min. 36.8sec. He was like 
a little boy who had lost a 
toy.” 

Pirie recalled with genuine pity 
the crestfallen expressions of 
the three Hungarians—Roz- 
savolgyi, Iharos, and Tabori— 
when he’ beat them to estab- 
lish his existing world record 
of Tmin, 52.8sec. for 3,000 
metres. 


impor- 


eeeeeces: 
Failure H 


sepeseosert 


eoeescoe, 
e° 


eereeoe 


Pirie then recalled a failure— 
his. defeat 
10,000 metres at Melbourne 
four years ago, when his legs 
turned to rubber after trailing 
the Russian Kuts for five 
miles. 

_ Without a trace of emotion, he 
said: “My mind went dead 
with my body. Iomly knew I 
had to finish, even in the 
dark.” 

Pirie might refuse to admit the 
importance of an Olympic vic- 
tory, but he cannot disguise a 
flerce desire to wipe out the 
memory of that failure. 

How better than to link his 


an mann a Ditters anna Trtewmmin 


in the Olympic! 


“HE CAN RUN >: 
™ | IN BERNE 


From ROY MOOR 


; : BERNE (Switzerland), Fri 
-PIRIE plans to- day.—Gordon Pirie hage 
yi “Beatty, the been given an official all-e 
Pee n 
ot | 
here oO 


erne on Olympic athletes over 5,00 
the 3,000 metres here on Sunday. 
7 “broke the news to him to 


jon, over ‘clear to race the America 
Satu 

‘decided “b: ht... 
Wwe As nee had waited until la 


: +Black Forest, hoping to get th 
hier told me'clearance from London, an 
outhern Ger-, when it did not arrive, he anc 
: “After his stable companion, Mike Wiggs ‘ 
rest training here it;made the three-hour drive t@gy 
erative that Pirie has 7 ses to seek fuller informa toge 
race). he goes: to! tion. eee S 
pa 3 Fortunately, I learned fron@am 


Target: A record 
g an attempt The mystery is: What hap Sepa 
,000 metres record 


My AA 


pay ate the cable the b0arGammtemeueemheemsnemmmenmnmeesaeenseeseee 
sen: irie as soon as the 
Id. by Vladimir yeached their decision ? 

% = : - Perhaps it went to one of the 
two other Freiburgs in West 


ja? 
Re would only say: 
-essential for his Olympic 


, Germany ! see: 
eee ans * I “gather Pirie’s target ina 


| Sunday’s race will be the track : ea 
record-of 13min. 56.6sec. made _Podezas pobytu w Szwajearli z okaz}i ostat: 
4 @ mityngu lekkoatletycznego 
in Of Russia, when he sensation; Bermle, rozegranega w- 
ance of 1,500 metres, Chris Chataway in the Euro, 2¥¥e Si w naredowych sportach o 
in-| pean Games six years ago, | R¢Wma Tella. Oto w_  miejscowosei 


by.-his ‘old rival Vladimir Kuc). / 
5 i towi Igrzysk, (¢20} 
ally. beat Emil aktorzy rzymskie) Olimpiady " ‘prébowall 
w. Alpach, 
eder 


= 1n.non 


Berne, Switzerland, Sunday — 
} chances of winning the Gold 
ins ¢ Games 5,000 metres in Romd 
@ecidedly poorer here this evening. 
sweaty third behind the Americans 

D llinger, in a 3,000 metres event. 
Manager asked for the distance; 
000 m tres, and Pirie had no objection’. 
oe oh the 3,000 metres, 

“Was a chance to let off some of the 

“to be’ build 

test g ae leone up, but he had 
—8min, 17:4sec.. compares . with 
aa. and Beatty’s ‘Bmin. teases 
he biggest—disappointment here. 
Workmanlike American athletes for 
pression that there are 


als left for an th 
track and field events in Roma 


‘doubt his Performance will be subject 


wanking when he re 
sthe. morning. Sapte to his German 


on the first lap. It’s 


put.things right.” 
rtably trailing the 
‘ 0 yards to go I was 

. eat come. 

; : » 400 yards from th 
f finish, four-minute miler Beatty, 
: Who had been in las itio: 
{ St position 
| Saas nearly all the Way, made a 

; Saas soles Sieg sor the tape. 
ve chase round the 

; Wer final bend,’ b 

; 7 jas Send, but there was no 
Rey se Ry Kick” in his pace, and to the 


amazement of the 20,000 crowd . 


another, American, ‘Dellinger, 


— 


‘t = 9 
unes up’ 
Olympics 

HE. loneliness 

of the long 
distance runner - 
has’ nothing on the 
unconyivial lot of his 
wife. ' 

To be married to a man 
who has devoted the bulk 
of his adult life striving to 
put one leg in front of the 
other more proficiently 
than anyone 
else in the 
world requires 
the sort, of 
Stamina. that 
cannot be 
measured on a 
stop watch. 

Shirley Pirle, -wife of 
that athlete’- extraordinary 
Gordon, appears to be such 
& woman. 


Dur.ng her four years of 
marriage she has had no home 


; of: her own, her husband has 


anything like that. 


sort of food that would drive 
the average housewife insane. 

“But when Mrs. Pirie talks 
about: her Husband she’s talking 
about “her favourite subject. 
Sitting relaxed and happy in an 
elegant, borrowed. sitting-room 
she described what she has 
come to accept as.a normal day. 


Raw porridge | 7 


“ ORDON gets. up at 
; (G2 o'clock. in the | 

: morning—he « likes to | 
sleep late. Then we have break- 
fast. Breakfast consists of raw 
porridge—you crunch it up, it’s 
rather nice once you get used to 
it--sultanas, boiled eggs, and rye 
bread. Gordon only eats rye 
bread. : 

“Then he goes out on -the 
downs for a couple of- hours’ 
training. He comes back. for a 
Test and = lunch. Luneh is 
usually a dish of unpolished 
rice, raw vegetables, and cheese. 

“Gordon is a bit erratic about 
his food. Sometimes he’s a 
vegetarian and will only: eat 
cheese — and sometimes he 
fancies steak. : 

“After lunch, if he feels like 
it, he goes out to work. At the 
moment this means selling a 
few cameras for commission. 

“ But he doesn't go out of his 
Way aS a salesman as ‘he's 
writing a book this year. 

“ Anyway, towards the ‘end of 
the afternoon he goes along to 
Croydon track and trains for 
another three hours or so. He 
comes home for dinner, but by 
then he's probably so ‘tired he 
goes Straight to bed. We never 
g0 10 partiesjor the theatre or | 

Gordon-' 


MRS. PIRIE 


OW 
I keep 


S : 
never had a regular job, her- & x) 
‘ social’ life has never been 
allowed to interfere with his 
stringent daily training, and she a f @ 
has coped with demands for the 


told yesterday by 


probably never will. 
a very personal interest. 
Lancaster Gate, 


for oats and raisins. ce | 
deep, inside when he gets any criticism,” is 
verdict on him 


¢ Mother’ 


, 


have 
_ Sweaters.” 


Mrs. GORDON PIRIE 
REA ee ta 


- Enough! 
EITHER of the Piries 
drinks alcohol, tea. ‘or 
coffee, and they don't 

smoke, Although Shirley has 

herself held two world records 
for sprinting, she feels that one 


runner in the family is enough 
of. a strain. 


“I kept up with my, own run- | 


ning for a couple of years and 
I still train with Gordon now, 
but it became impossible when 
we both used to come home 
worn. out.-and irritable. One 
of us had to give it up—and 
Gordon was the better runner. 
I had the most patience.” 


_ Arrogance 


S° a personality, Gordon 
Abie as been criticised 

for his temper, his 
cocKiness, and his arrogance. 
He is a hero, but not a parti- 
cularly popular one. 

“If ordon appears to be 
arrogant,”” says Shirley, “it is 
because he is a perfectionist. If 
he decides to do anything you 
can be sure he is going to’ do 
it really “well. So he doesn't 
have much patience with people 


a> — aoe 


become an extremist about ‘it 
now, Whatever he had decided 
to take up would have become 
an obsession with him. That's 


that. Gordon 


- the way he is.” 


At is very likel 
Pirie will retire from the track 
after this year’s Olympic 
Games. And for the third time, 
the Piries are going. to try to 
settle in New Zealand. 

“ Retiring from international] 
athletics is never going to’ stop 
Gordon's efforts to keep fit And 
we both. think New Zealand is 
a healthy piace to live. Gordon 
gets very annoyed about the 
filthy air we breathe here.” 


A caravan 


have their own home and 
children. “Not long ago we 
bought a washing machine and 
& sewing machine—our first: big 
possessions—and Gordon was 
the first to play with them. 
“ We tried living in a caravan 
so that Gordon could always be 


Br the Piries want to 


to athletes ~~ 


OLLY JACKSON, middle-cged and jolly, has 

never seen an athletics meeting in her life and - 
Yet the Olympic Games hold for her 
At her hotel, the Windsor, qt - 
London, she’s a virtual mother to Britain’s 
team now assembling there before the Rome airlift. 


I asked her who had the largest appetite. 
doubt, Arthur Rowe,” she replied. Apparently he consumes | 
three-quarters of a pound of steak for breakjast and at lunch- |. 
time calls for an even larger portion or perhaps a whole 
chicken. By way of contrast Gordon Pirie has a preference 
“A very nice boy who is really hurt 


But) hundreds ot 
started 


* retiring, 


“Without a! 


{ 


Mrs. Jackson’s 


Old ladies, 
; who don't know it’s a misprint. 


knitting him 


near a track. He enjoys it, but 
there are only two beds, a large . 
one and a very narrow bunki@ 
And I kept falling out of the ge 
bunk, so it wasn’t such a good 
idea: after all.” oa 
At this point Gordon  Piriey 
came back from a_ three-hour 
canter. Several feet of bare 
legs, topped by tiny, Continental? 
shorts, a striped shirt, and the : 
Strained Pirie face, for once now 
puffing, came into the room. ( 
He sat down and _ proceeded 
to examine one precious. foot™ 
“I hear you're thinking of 
I said. 
He thought about it carefully: 
“Ah, owell,” he said, “ you. ® 
can't concentrate on. just one 
thing for ever—you’d turn into 
an eccentric.” 


beha 
decid 
the. 


- and. 
e@ of ‘thejlike a test in a crucible 


ic village. The babel 
she tangle of types. 
‘the other modern. 


Speedy trio, Gordon Pirie with Carol Quinton, 
left, and Mary Bignal in London today to fly to 
Rome with the British athletics team. - 


\C) Looks Like 3 
4 Care” a Mistake QED 


the i 
oye g piss fabulous searing heat—SHADE temperatures of 
168 over 100 degrees are the rule rather than the 

,jexception—is making a mockery of any kind of pre- 


e$. Withidiction about the track and field events. — the very 
ise théyertebrae of the Games—which start on Wednesday. 


4 to have. 
efore they , 


ump final 
urdies, next perform in the firal 
hope—and end up by appear- 
in in the semi-final of the hurdles. 
That's a tough enough schedule for anyone anywhele. 


© runner; But for someone who doubtless has never cepenenies Zz 
wil) be 


racedjanything like this scorching dehydration it 


RED 


Pirie Stays 
in Bed 


y He has flown from gee 
e after flying from Berne (Switzerland) i 
join the team, after flying from Germany § 


for a 3,000-metres race, after flying from 
to Germany to see his coach. Waldemar 
ad Gerschler. AND PICK TGE BONES OUT OF THAT 


(VN SLONLON 


then appear in tne} 


Said this enthusiastic man 
Dyson : “ Pirie knows he flopped 
in_Berne, but the conditions were 
not in his favour. He has been 
training in Germany under. con- 
ditions similar to those in Rome. 
I feel he will do us proud. 


WORRIED? NOT ME 
SAYS GORDON 


. At-which point Pirie eased his 
slight frame into the room to 
inquire where he might train. 
|. Dyson advised: ‘‘ Don’t. train 
fpefore five.” - : 

Pirle made no reply. He just 
accepted the directions to the 
practice track andi\silently moved 
away. Dyson explained : “ We let 
the athletes follow their own 
‘plans. We only advise them.” I 
doubt if Pirie will listen to any 
advice but his own. 

Pirie, looking wonderfully ‘fit, 
later made the brief comment : 
“I am not particularly worried 
about what has gone. I §&till 
think I will have them worried 
in the 5,000 and 10,000 metres” 


MIL ZATOPEK, the master runner of the last decade, 
told me today : “I think your Gordon Pirie is going to 
win at last.” Be was talking about the 5,000 metres—the 


race which will set the Olympics. alight when the heats are 


and one in London in 1948. 
‘Hans Grodotzki of Germany ?” I asked, ‘Sui 


t 


run here tomorrow evening. 

“ Pirie is so experienced and clever I think 
he must win,” said the Czech who won three / 
Olympic gold medals in Helsinki in 1952— 


about Murray Halberg of. New ‘Zeal nd or 


* What 


he discounted their threat. 4 SAN ee 


Halberg is dangerous but Pirie has ‘yet to Scark his 
season’s peak. Grodotzki is a fine runner but Jacks the flair 
~~ for the big race” 
/ While we talked under a 
blazing sun, Pirie rested and 
/recalled’ the dreams. of ten 
years. Years in which he has 
‘sacrificed much for the a of 
Olympic glory. 

There are thousands of Sener 
athletes here who share similar 
hopes, but few have given so 
} mace ‘Geyotion:t 0 their sport as 


Zatopek ilgrstescs Pirie's flop 
at Berne just over a week ago, 
when he lost to two Americans, 


_ Centrepiece 


“ht is proof that he is now 
ready for the race of his life.” 
said Zatopek. 


-It is going to be a tough-race 
for Pirie ‘tomorrow, but that is 
pire what he wants to prepare 

imself for the real battle on 
Friday evening. 


5,000 Butish paki Sve 


the awesome truth is that the success 
of the British team at “the 1960 
Olympics will be judged at kome on 
the results of the 5,000 and 10,000 
metre races? in effect, on the perform- 


‘ance of one man—Gordon ‘Pirie. 


The. stormy. ‘petrel of British ath- 
letics, Pirie is névertheless an institu- 


tion among middle. distance runners 


the world over. He thas been 
tempered in the furnace of world 
competition for ten years, held four. 


‘individual world records, came 


fourth in the 5,000 metres in 1952 and 
second’ in 1956, been hardened by 
Zatopek and quenched by Kuts. 
Pirie, above all, is a realist: 

_ He has been inflated and then de- 
flated so many times by the Press and 
the public that his philosophy is now 


I don’t give a damn what they write, 


so long as they spell my name right. ” 
Pirie is the most feared man in the 
field, but he fears, above any, the 
New Zealander Murray Halberg, a 
small, thin man with a wwathieced 
shoulder. 

Pirie has never forgotten that 


. Halberg beat him by 40 yards in the 


Empire Games three miles two years 
ago. Nevertheless, the realist Pirie 
knows that at the age of 29 this is his 
last chance to prove himself the 
world’s greatest _ middle-distance 
runner—something which he and all 
his competitors know him to be, 
Halberg and Pirie could conceiv- 
ably run themselyes into the track 
leaving ,East  Germany’s Hans 
Grodotzki to come through. 


a) 
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| 


| track Britain’s victory hopes at the end 


iE ‘of the Games 


Hy the qualifying 5,000-metre race. 
ee just.a pale ghost of a man. 


1 


By LAURIE PIGNON, ROME, Wednesday 


GORDON PIRIE flopped tonight... 
grinding into the dust of the Olympic 


| of a shattering day of flops, flops, flops. 


The arena echoed with the biggest ovation 
‘when Pirie, the dedicated 
} Spartan who-has endured 12 years of gruel- 


y ling training, set foot. on the track. 


‘The cheers died:on their lips half-way through 
At-the end Pirie 


+. He was. not our only “ golden” failure. Add the 
mes of Arthur Rowe; Brian Hewson and Mary 


In 


i APWENTY years of dedication ended in 


abject failure for Gordon Pirie here to- 
night. A_ pale, lifeless copy of Galloping 
Gordon was beaten by half the track in the 
_third heat of the Olympic Games 5,000 metres. 


F It was the crushing climax to a miserable day for 
Britain, and I have no hesitation in saying that Pirie 
left the Gold Medal behind on his German training 

‘track. All his powerful running was gone, and he 

‘finished eighth, over 200 yards behind Friederick 
Janke, of Germany. 

I gave the warning that Pirie might be over-trained 
rafter watching him trail in behind lesser lights .from 
America in Switzerland a fortnight ago. He has rested 
since that race, but THE DAMAGE HAD; BEEN DONE. 

There seems no_hope, as I 
‘look at him tonight, that he 
‘ean rally in time to win a medal 
in the 10,000 metres on Thurs- 
day week. 

Janke’s time of 14min. 4sec. - 
represents nothing more than 
a “stroll” for the real Pirie. 

Pirie faltered at the half-way 
mark, and only will power kept 
him going. 


‘Not weak’ 


Yet Pirie said afterwards: 
i“This won’t affect my future 
training. I have no excuses. 
When the leaders started to 
increase the pace I could not 
hold them. 

“IT do not think you can 
blame the fact that we were 
not ‘brought over here -until 
Saturday.” 

Britain will have no finalist 
‘In the 5,000 metres, for Frank 


less than’two miles he fell a pauper, dashing his 
dream of an Olympic double. 

Listless and unhappy, he said: 
excuses, I just did not run well.” 

It was almost the same sad story as. Mel-' 
bourne four years ago except this time there, 
wasn’t a Kuts and it wasn’t so hot. 

Right from the start this fanatical extrovert) 
was never in the race. 

Fourth was his best position on reaching the 
sixth lap. 

After that Efimov of Russia and Albert Thomas of 
Australia put on a tiny bit of pressure and Galloping' 
Gordon burst like a wet paper bag. ace 

There was-no kidding this time. Pirie had, 
lived for this day, which was meant to be one. Of 
triumph, not tears. 

Twenty, 30, 40,50 fantastic yards behind. The’ 
shocked people in the stadium could hardly. believe | 
their eyes. 

And then, two laps from home, Pirie gave up. 


“TI have no! 


RCo ONE Oe CecAtTES. 
pour, ja. finale) : 

1: 1. Grodotzki (AIL), 14" 1 
2. Conti (It), 14 1 6 (tec. Italie) + 
3. Nyandika (kenya), ot 8 A + za 
harovy (URSS), 14° ae 3. * Hoey: 
kinpuro (Finl.}, 14 "21" a - 6. Lee- 
naert. (Belg), 14° 24” 6; i. 


(G.-B.), 14° 33” 2%; 8 Merawi (Ethio- 
pie), 14° 40” 8; 9. Beatty (B-U), 14 
43” 8; 10, Hoey (Ir}.), 18°}-11. Mukh- 
tar (Irak), 13° 0” 6, ‘ 

Abandons : Aceituno (Chili) ; 
keres «Hong.). 

It: 1, Plosbach are 1g } 
2. Iharos (Hong.), 14" 8” 6; 3. Arty- 


niuk (URSS), 14° 9° 43 4. Lawrence, 
(Austr.), 14’ 10’ ; 5. Ameur (Fr.), - 
Bae 8, Oliveira” rine ode Ax 15" 6* 
Kyle (Can.), 14° Jochman* 
(Pol), 14’ 30” 8; ae Molin (Esp. 3 
14’ 31” 2; 10. Said (Maroc), 14° 53”° 
11. Bhathia (Inde), 15” 6’ 6. King 
Ill ;\ 1. Janke. (All), oe 4" 4; 2, 
Bernard. (Fr. )» 14’ met 6; $8. Thomas’ 
(Austr,), 14 ie . Dellin tea 
14°, B°M2e gS itinior (U. 14 
14” 6: 6. Ealorante (Finl.), 14° Ys 2; 
fat 30"; 8. Pirie 
Hiotis (Gréce). 
2.3 tO. Theriwa (Rhod.), 15” 


ay, : 1. Power Pies} ee Puldge 
ney (N-Z), 14°93" 85 PS 
Was eit Tulloh’ (e See re 4° 
. Jurek (Tch,), 14°. . 
6. Alonsius (Belg.), 14°. 36” Hy : a 
Soth (E-U),' 14° 40" 4.3. 8 Szabo 
(Hong.). 14’ 51 6; 9. Barabas (Rou- 
manie), 15’ 11’ 2: 10, Dalailic (Turq.) 
15’ 13’ 65. 11. Aniset (Lux. y15? 17s: 
2. Shah (Pak.), 15’ 43° 
Krzyskowlak (Pol.), torfait. 


i lay 
3 THIN PHYSIQUE — 
Withered Shoulder’ 


Halberg, in physique, is the. oppo- 
site, thin and with a drooping shoulder 
withered as a result of a Rugby. acci-. 
den when a boy. His race, too, was 
differently run for he had to, hang, 
| on desperately to a diminishing lead. 

| Zimny, the Pole, led for the’ first’ 
; mile in 4min 21 with Halberg last 
| of the 12. Thomas (Australia) then’ 
; took over but after two laps the pace 
| flagged and Zimny went ahead again | 
| Mean the second mile in 4min 34” 


Salvat 


Sze- 
se 
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Meanwhile Halberg had been moving’}] 
up. steadily and with just over three; 
laps to go he raced smoothly into the } i 
lead and split the field. 
Only Grodotzki went with him anda 
even he was soon 10 yards behind. j 
With two laps to go the gap was 20) 
yards and Halberg, looking roun 
frequently, kept: it at 20 until “the bell.) 


Now he was dreadfully tired, able: 
to keep going but not to accelerate i 
When» he looked round with 300° i 
yards to g0,.:the gap “had ; near 
halved and he seemed to stumble 
little. But Grodotzki was now..as 
tired as he and, as Halberg, after wha’ 
must have seemed an endless straigh 
staggered through the tape «an 
collapsed, his lead had not ae 
much more. maine 4 


5.000 METRES 
FINALE 


1, M. HALBERG Wing sy: 13" 43°" 4) 
2. GRODOTSKI (All)... * 6) 
3. Zimny (Pol.) «...+5.- 
4. Janke (All:), 13° 48” 8; 
(Aust), 13° $1" 
nya), 13° ne 8; 
14° 4" 2; 
9. Attpolik (URSS), 14’ 8”; ‘0. Tha: 
ros (Hong.), 14° 11” 4; 11. Thomas’ 
(Aust:), 14° 20 4; 12. Conti (It.),) 
14’ 34’. i 


Ah eT Hl i th ie Ue ed 


master’s record 


PYOTR BOLOTNIKOY, a 30-year-old:close-cropped, fair-haired Russian, proved 
=> himself a worthy successor to his friend and adviser Vladimir Kuts, when he 
beat the finest distance field in the world to capture the 10,000 metres crown 


today, writes TERRY O'CONNOR ieee nS 
“> *. Early rain and a temperature below .70 degrees made conditions ideal for the 
‘three British runners, including the once great Gordon Pirie. Fe hay 

“But, like champions from many countries, they could not stand the cruel 


“pace when Australia’s , ae 
“Dave Power surged into a see 


tara oe ~ PIRIE’S LATEST 
Gonpen’ nits EXCUSE 


This split the field com- 
after today’s 10,000 


- pletely but 30-year-old 
; Power failed. to escape. On 

his. tail. followed the tall, 
) blond .German, Hans Gro- 


UUATHAUAAUUELMUUAULTTALAL 


_dotzki,  Bolotiitkov, and metres that he was — - 
‘another Russian, Desiatchi- running beautifully, Read all 
ekov.. but had made a tactical : 

Sanna . error of staying with b t it 
Ona Wrong policy New Zealander Murray adoout 1 


Halberg, whom he con- 


Throughout the race Pirie sidered a certain winner. 


followed Murray: Halberg, the as Nee ; StI eR . _ 

peck y ated New ee pia who aie ayer After te nee ‘ Scare :, ) 1 | i 5 } Pees 

- Won. the 5, metres, and was u Bs f ' \ PL yaaa: 1H Aaa a ; <i) * 

“one of the favourites today. It back behind the leaders, be- TA if. Dain eld. Ho KY s\{ t NHOLCTALKW, 1 YESin TCH Kee 

Was the wrong policy. Halberg cause | thought he would - ayaa = \ : } 

told me frankly tonight “I make up the ground again. a ey Bt Pe (pike. 

just did not haye it.” “Then I realised that in fused MIDE Y LACS ict Uf iis 4 are 
Neither did Pirie, who fin- order to win | would have sail Bo ri_—____]} : ac Ve ii it 2¢ ae 

} Wana dessak AGHA O a 


to do an impossibly fast 
last 2,000 metres and I just 
gave up interest. 

“just picked the wrong 
an.” 


* 


Pirie said he thought he 
could have kept up with 
Peter Bolotnikov or Hans 
Grodotski if he had picked 
them instead, 


Pirie said it might be his 
last race. “I’ve rather lost 
interest now. These Games need encouragement. The 
mien abbacetbe 1 sree Ri 

ent. ny in . 

- He added that he had 

Then he added: “If | i 
give up it will be because piey. aed co 
~ibier eke ‘The track? It was “just 

heya he British newspapers ~ tike sand,” he said, but had 
__ have praised me when |. improved’ alittle because of 
“7 was on top and said ridi- rain. since the 5,000 metres. 
culous things. And then - = “John Merriman has a big: 
mall tney have had nothing Role hi fot because you 
H ust slide all over the place . 

but criticism. on the track. | wasn’t so 

“It's when you're not bad because | had very long 
doing too well that you spikes.”—Reuter, ~ 


ished 10th. At least he had the 
‘consolation of passing the 5,000 
metres mark some 20 seconds 
faster than when hé was elimi- 
‘nated ‘over. that distance last 
pWeeks: eto 1 

. No one was capable of staying 
Cwith Bolotnikov when he 
charged into the lead with 
Kuts-like determination just 
before the final lap, Grodotzki 
and Power tried in vain to 
‘match his inspired sprint but 
could not. -~ 


: Beyond doubt 


\. The result qvas put beyond 
‘doubt when Bolotnikov reached 
othe home ‘straight to overtake 
this colleague Zhukov. Instead 

[of being Iapped Zhukov paced 
ithe champion over the last 80 
tyards ‘to-an Olympic record of 
28min, 32.2sec. ; 
ps ees ea an priuleives but 
hardly ~ a= sporting, « gesture. 
*Bolotnikoy’s time is {3.2 seconds 
better than that set by Kuts at 
.Melbourne, and only 1:8 seconds 
‘outside the world record. 

John Merriman, a 24-year-old 
Welshman who lives at Hemel = 
Hempstead, was the best of our 
runners. Bighth in 28-52.6, he 
was the first British runner to 
break 29 minutes for this gruel- 
ling distance. 

' He said later; “Up to half- 
way I thought it was quite fast, 
and I felt tired. But then, in 
-the second half, they went about 
10sec. faster than ‘in the first 
half, and'I was just not in the 
sane class." 

**Merriman’ had looked like a 
challenger for one of the top 
‘places until. Power intervened 
and-changed the course of the 
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race, 
'. .. Twice led 


_~The -high-stepping — school- 
master Martin Hyman, who led 4 
twice early on, finished just 
‘behind. Merriman, “and Pirie 
followed some 70 yards behind. 
It may seem sad that Pirie’s 
Srpie career should finish 
‘with: tenth place in the 10,000 
‘Metres, but in the past week 
Many national champions have 
‘failed’ here in Rome, . 
There are always some men 
who ack the ability to rise to 
the greatest test. It seems 
| Pirie belongs to’ this unhappy 
school 
.. At the same time he will 
\neyer be forgotten for his ser- 


Cana eee. 


were fed up because they 
brought out foo late and not 
given a fair chance in the Olympic 
Games. 

“Mr Ted Hopkins, assistant manager of 
British ‘athletics team; said : ‘‘ I do not 


‘I don’t want to criticise anybody without proof, 
admit it looks as if acclimatisation is at the 
ur. troubles.” 


ae “ unable fo get. peak perform- 
“Pirie, who. failed  tojances out of our bodies 
Qualify for the 5,000} _ “Acclimatisation is the only 
metres final, dismissed his| reason for it. 
chances in next week’s RL Saou have 
: “Te; ut here at ieast a 
10,000 metres, “It is t00/rorinicht before. How can you 
late now to do anything|expect to get used to chis sun 
ab Me ities on eee eerie Ge In about 
Haram crater si our days. admit we trained 
ty t, mae also iin yt hard and were fit when we left 
| he 5,000 metres, ag with England. But there 1s no com- 
chim parison between 

no angry Pirie said: ” We 


the climates 
have all ‘kept quiet about this 


of the two countries. 
“It Hf 
long enough.~ Of course we were eR rceg wer tot our: 
all; flown out too-late. 


officials and others to point out 
No comparison 


that our sprinters have done 
well. Of course they have. The 
heat helps sprinters. 

© * We arrived only about four|.,” But im a 5,000 metres race 
days before our heats in the|!¢ soon shows up whether or not 
5.000 metres. As soon as we got| YOU are acclimatised. r 
lon to the training track last He said that the Australian 
Sunday we felt the sun hit us, 

and look what happened in the 
race. Both rank. and I were 


deen 


Albert Thomas, worid record 
holder for the two and three 
miles, and Allan - Lawrence. 
third in the 10,000 metres at 
)Meibourne, had told him they 
were still not running properly 
after 10 days in Rome, says 
Reuter. 


How did he explain’ away 
, the fact that the Germans 
have done well, even though 
. they arrived in Rome only a 
day or two before. 


“They are continentals and 
;used to a-different climate than 
four own,” he said.“ All these 
jthings come into it. Hew else 
ican you explain the failure of 
our leading athletes on the first 
‘day 2” 

Frank  Salvat. commented > 
“I entirely agree. We needed 
much longer out here.” 

Talking: of yesterday’s 5.000 
metres final Pirie said :°* Phat 


| Nothing Short 
of Tragic i mould nave een very had 


The French have said that their capabilities. 

athletes. are all right at home but : 
paralysed abroad.. Blame has been Fantastic race 
flying about like feathers in a pil; “True, Halberg (Murray Hal- 
low fight. It carries just about as derg of New Zealand, who won 
“much weight. the Gold Medal) ran a fantastic 
Everybody seems to have losjtace, but I think I’can run a 
‘sight of the most elemmenuaty es fantastic race, too. 

‘Of the 1,000-odd track and field 7S , 

‘athletes here in Rome, only 3 galt ight saeeae puainel yeu 
can win an individual gold medal! gream. Here you tiene be se 
There are hundreds and hundreds 94 dope, 2 ; 
of losers. 

-~ What: distinguishes the gold 

“medal winners? One thing above 

fall: they leave nothing to chance. 


Explaining how he felt. Pirie’ 


Winks Seo Ss RAN 
Asks DOUG WILSON, Our Man In Rome. 


/ 


LISTENED to Gordon Pirie blowing his top 
yesterday. “ We have all kept quiet about 


this long enough,” the far-from-gay Gordon 


was saying. 
here too late. 
“We should have been 


brought out at least a 
fortnight before. How 


‘can you expect to get 


used to this sun and 
these conditions in about 
four days?” 

Gordon bemoaned his 
dismal flop in his heat for 
the 5,000 metres. About 
this week’s 10,000 metres 
he was equally gloomy. 

“It’s too late now to do 


anything about it.” he 
muttered. 
** MADNESS ” 


How did he explain away 
the fact that the Germans 
had done well, even though 
they arrived in Rome only a 
day or two before. ‘ 

“They are Continentals 
and are used to a different 
climate-than our own,” he 
told reporters. 

On the subject ot the 
track Puffing Pirie was more 
pointed. “Bloody awful,” 
he summed up. 

I asked Gordon why he 
didn’t say anything immedi- 
ately after his race. 

“JT didn’t want to speak in 
the heat of the moment,” he 
told me. “However, now 1 
have had time to consider I 
realise just what madness it 
was bringing us out so late.” 

Said Stan Vickers, who 
won a bronze medal for the 
20-kilometres walk. “The 
humidity was just fantastic.” 

Sandy. Duncan, _ secre- 


tary of the British Ama- 


goes on. 


“ Of course we were all flown out 


teur Athletics Board, went 
further. 

“The medical committee 

of the British Olympic Asso- 

ciation made a detailed study 


- into’‘the question of heat and 
. recommended that the team 


should arrive at least five to 
seven days before 
events,” he said. 


“The committee pointed 
out that even after 10 days 
only 85 per cent weather 


~ acclimatisation can be ex- 


pected. We gave this~ in- 
formation to the British 
Amateur Athletics Board 
but they apparently knew 
better.” 


1 asked Geoff Dyson, 
Britain’s track and field 
coach, about Pirie’s state- 
ment and the growing 
support it is receiving in the 
British camp. 


“At this stage I am not 
prepared to say anything,” 
he said. “My job out. here 
is to keep our team happy 
and‘their morale high. But 
when the games “re over 
and I get back I'll say 
plenty.” ~ . 


EMOTIONAL 


There remains, however, 
this: important question: Is 
Pirie right to blow his top at 
this stage ? 

Gordon’s a nice guy. To 
me his outburst is typical of 
the highly charged emo- 
tional state certain people 
are getting into in Rome. A 
climax, if you like/ 

And, of course; it’s not 
only affecting Britain. There 
have been some. surprising 
national. failures—and some 
surprising national successes. 

Of course we ali want our 
boys and girls to do well, 
but if they fail Britain 
doesn’t have to go ‘into 
mourning. 

My heart filled with pride 
and I tingled with excite- 
ment as Anita Lonsbrough’ 
swam to a dramatic gold 
medal victory. I felt de- 
pressed when Pirie trudged 
into a weary eighth place in 
his 5,000 metres heat. 

But win or lose, life still 
Don’t let’s get 
obsessed with Olympic 
gloom and glory. Well, that’s 
my view. 


their ; 


aC 


Today, 
slopes, a pencil-siim, 

around the track. 
This is Gordon Pirie’s way 
ef blowing a public rasp- 
berry to those who wrote 
_}him off after Rome. But 
“more than that. Ech lap is 
- public .reiteration of his 
faith “in himself and his 
German coach, Professor 

Waldemar Gerschler,. 
or Pirie has returned to the 
5 ing prescribed by Professor 
| Ge fer, The same remorse- 
ders Sraining whicn failed to win 

4 an Olympic medal. 
erschler has been called 
irie’s Maestro. His relation- 


schler, 


metres, 


Said here 
thought it was “ Olympic nerv- 
ous tension,” 
heat, which caused the British 
runner’s failure 


1e 


maestro 


_ T Freiburg, on the edge of the Black 
ays Forest, there stands a monument to 
: the German adage that if a job is 
; | worth doing, do, it fanatically, 

The Olympic sports stadium, all white concrete and 
: | antiseptie tiles, manicured grass, and carefully brushed 
cinders, hugs the side of the foothills. 


the early morning mist clings to the wooded 
a lonely man thrashes himself lap after 


by Michael 
Parkinson 


ship with the athlete has been 
likened to a marionette show 
with Gerschler pulling the 
strings, 

His methods have been called 
everything from “inhuman” to 
“ unsuceessful.” And at present 


Gordon Pirie’s 
Nerves—By _ 
His Trainer — 


RomE, Monday.: 


ORDON PIRIE’S German 
trainer, 


Ger- 
he 


Woldemar 
that 


rather than the 
in the 5,000 


Gerschler said Pirie was “ sen- 
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hat drew me 


he is smarting from an out- 
spoken attack on his ideas: in 
a German newspaper. 

But Pirie. who remains’ as 
faithful in defeat as he did in 
success, says: “People ask jme™ 


if my training lost me my races 


at Rome. The answer is that 
I came back here. I would not 
have done if  Gerschler, ha 
been wrong. He is a ea 
coach. He is not appreciat 
beeause his methods are too 
teuzh and there are few who 
would stand up to them. 

“My trouble at Rome was a 


combination: of ‘bad planning 


and the weather.” 

Gordon -Pirle -propped “his 
legs on a table, thought a bit, 
then said: “You know, .when 
all is said and done, an Olympic 
medal is not so important. 

“People seem to think that 
not getting one has been the 
greatest disappointment ef my 
eareer, Well, they are wrong. 

“My philosophy on running is 


not to be either elated at 
success or disappointed at 
failure. 


“Each race 1s as important 
as the next to me. It is the 
public who build these races up, 
not me,” ’ 


SNIPING 


TRIE has other philosophies 
Pe. One deals with suecess, 
“It is always the same 
when you are at the top—people 
start sniping at you. It happened 
to me, it has happened 
te Professor Gerschler. Some: 
times I think that to he 
mediocre, and therefore anony- 
mous, would be no bad thing.” 
Pirie’s next move is to Dublin, 
where he has been. offered a 
ob. 
ene there. .“ want to: go 
back to New Zealand, There is 
so much to do there. People in 
New Zealand do things all the 
time, unlike Britain — where 
people watch things all the 


“T feel now that I ought, to 
do-something besides running. 
I think I have matured. It 
always seemed before that run- 
ning was the only thing in my 
life. but there comes a time 
when you begin to think what 
you have missed.” 


DIETING 


HEN. Gordon. Pirie, simply 
and like a child, said : ‘Do 
you know, I’ have never 
been on holiday since 1940. All 
the time I have been too busy 
training, 
“I would love to go skl-ing, 
but I have never dared to in 
se I injured myself. I have 
ften longed to sit down in a 
ood restaurant and eat just 
what I felt like but I have had 


- time. 


But he says he will not ff 


‘And there lies the reasoh for 
ii the defeats and disappointments. 
Except for one: Gordon Pirie. But, 
then, he is a special case. 

‘His performance on Wednes- 
‘day was nothing short of tragic. 
‘The British contingent in the Press- 
‘box could not believe their eyes. 
“Here was a man’s life-work and 
ambition slipping away. 

Pirie has always been fanatical 
in his training. When Kuts 
| destroyed him in that memorable 
10,000 metres at Melbourne, he re- 


ateh my diet 

“Sometimes, when 1. think 
baek on my career and realise I 
a factor in his failure. He had have held five world records; -I 
no great hopes for Thursday’s wonder why I go on, 
10,000 metres. “The mere fact I have become what I set out 
of such a defeat makes one to be. a pretty good runner, .T 
nervy,” he added. wonder if it’s worth going on.” 


MATURITY 


Hid, insists Gardon Pirie, 
| Ts not disenchantment but 
“maturity.” It is not’ that 
he is fed up with running but 
wise and old enough to see what. 


sitive to heat, but he would not 
over-emphasise the acclimatisa- 
tion period of only four days as 


I mean, 


Carry on, Gordon 
—says Mrs. Pirie 


ordon Pirie’s wife, Shirley, said in Rome today she would g 
not like her husband to retire from running yet, despite 
his defeats-in the Olympic 5000 and 10,000 metres. 4 


One thing is clear. If 
Gordon Pirie at 29 settles 
for the race track, both 


doubled his efforts so that his body Mrs. Pirie, herself, as. Shirley ~ the sacrifice has me 
: ? } . irie, self, S . : she = sacrifice a ant in 
"in future would be able to take un- Hampion, a former’ well-known caer he and Professor Gersebler fy sriaiy terms, 
|} limited punishment. How confident athlete, was leaving with her hus ad ooue realise that for the first But he will not say he is 


band by car for Freburg, in Ger- 
many, where Pirie hopes to do some 
more training. 

Gordon, who said yesterday he 


' he has looked this summer ! 

} Then he went to Germany for a 
| final period of training before the 
| Games—training of a demoniacal 


u 


re 1g and you wonder as you 
watch this slender. figure’ race 
round, the traek for the 20th 
time just what this new-found 
m ity means. 


time the race is not to be 
measured in split seconds 


can 
Was due to | 


fe A : ; iceecertpge was. thinking retiring, said today »  Diris + i iacning? i : : 5s 
Hetateegat arene. built, up in his his retirement depended on. his pee Fite | but in passing years, 1 it triumph over fanatical 
; Muscles, and even 10-days’ rest after wife. Acked: for her “view. Mre. 4 Ot pas Aedieatinn 9 Wilh i laaA Wins 4A 


Elliott triumphs again 
—Pirie joins 
| 4min. club. 


From SYDNEY HULLS: Dublin, Frida 


-LJERB ELLIOTT, the Olympic cham- 

pion, who was told by his doctor he 
was over-racing, ran a floodlit mile in 
3min.. 57sec. on this chilly evening and 
drew Britain’s Gordon Pirie into his first 


four-minute mile. > 


_ Elliott’s. mile, -his 16th under four 
minutes and the fastest in the world for 
two years, came as a shattering surprise to 
the 15,000 crowd. { 

For. the previous evening, ailing Elliott had 
confessed after finishing fourth in an 880-yard 
race that he had spots before the eyes and was 
suffering from a stomach upset.. Yet he still 
decided to run tonight although his doctor 
suggested he needed a rest from the track. 


BIGGER SHOCK 


An even greater surprise was to see Pirie, 
Britain's gold medal hope who failed so miserably 
over 5,000 and 10,000 metres in Rome, coming 
home in 3min 59.9sec—the first four-minute mile 
of his 20-year career—then irrepressibly stating : 
“I can run the mile faster still.” : 


A. third shock was the failure of Hungarian 
exile Laszlo’ Tabori to provide any menace to 
Elliott. The Aussie plan was for pace-makers 
Albert Thomas, world two- and three-mile record 
holder, and Tony Blue to take the field round to 
the bell in three even laps of 59sec. apiece. 


But in -his eagerness Thomas erred: on the- 
fast side, running the first quarter in 57 seconds, 
: reaching the half in 1 min 57 secs. with Elliott 
~ striding smoothly in second place, followed by 
ae ~* Tabori. 
moe '’ Pirie, the | Rhodesian . Terry 
Pa é é oo ; 2 te Sullivan and Peter Snell of New 
d of 880 yards in last night’s great mB Ta s s Zealand, the Olympic 800 metres 


+ ‘. = ; : champion were _next in that 

on Pitie Ce aay suas), who went on to win © | ae oat order, an order which | only 

e ete Titam ). idden behind Elliott-i ! ; . is : 4 changed when Blue moved pas 
van and Pirie .also broke four minutes ott is Laszlo * the bunch to take the lead, and 


_Was timed under 4m. 03.0s. in yas 7s and the sixth man = ae —~q sate oF Thomas fell behind. 


“Sa 2 


f oat & They reached the bell in 2min 
~- is eee ; e 59secs, and for a brief spell we 
Be ' iy & - saw the yellow-vested Tabori in 
: the lead.. But he could only hold 
on for the short space of time 

needed to round the. bend. 
As they, entered the .back 
straight, Elliott surged away with 
Pirie coming along. strongly and 
tApOn lagging behind in’ third 

place. 

Pirie held on gamely, but ‘by 
‘ chi y h b i the wine seca me the Pah 
pe:Y i io straight Elliott had increase St 
Dabiin: eved | is first su . lead to 15 yards ‘and was going 
, Dw last night when he a y to win easily. ' 
record i Still Pirie battled on, only -to 
Id - rd holder Herb Elliott, be beaten on the line for second’ 
place by Sullivan, whose 3min. 


‘Pirie’c a8 ‘ , 59.8sec. makes him the fitst 
Beale Slast-lap challenge to. win runner from Africa to beat four 


fs aaa of Rhodesia, edged Pirie Pirie “Would Love | (minutes. 


,, ’ 

strong for Pirie, Sullivan and 7 . Bs HE'S HAPPY 

nesnaatahiae Gare tieveesiot To Live Here _ + |. Did Elliott, who had_travelled 
a { { ariy 8 Ss. 
BL AAT Ta Tne ace Never Act | Cyn arrival 1m Dublin. yesterday |~ eR" #000 miles sings Rome, ang 
slower ‘than his world: record for the big. Santry athletic} (hope for.a faster time ? “‘It’s no 
‘Made: on the same Santry. meeting, Gordon Pirie, the famous| (MS¢ hoping after the race is over,” 
Stadium track ‘two seasons ago._British runner, told reporters he} Pe,Sald. : 
“ELLIOTT .commented: “J, had been offered a job in Dublin,: |« PUL His chum Blue told apy 
didn’t expect to break my but it Was-not yet certain he wou tonight.” : 

world record because of stomach} {be coming to live*here. He said: And indeed he should’ be, for 
trouble that has been bothering “First I have to go back to New after running two 3min. 58.6sec. 
me for two days. The doctor and where I haveveverything I miles in London on Wednesday 
told me to take things carefully.” own. If I come ‘to Dublin jt 1 be f week and Malmo just three 
Pirie was jubilant when he  ‘" 2bout eight months tim | -aboaeGuinuce mite in 0 dave 
heard he+had broken the four- added: “I would love to live} Pirie, beaten by Albert Thomas 
EM 8 coe ee 4 I tas bs lena He embraced in Dublin and my wife would love, Over 3,000 metres | last webs 
at ee , a q ivan, ‘saying: “I did it! it too. It’s a free country.” } JUD ee We y when ‘told he 
€ at an early stage of the first lap of the mile at Santry last night are (left ess : Then she. shook:--hands with When asked nie perch eel hi _bea four minutes and 


|) to right): Albert Thomas (Australia), Herb Elliott (Aus.), Lazto Tabori (Stateless), et 2 ADS Was. 22 90sec, Elliott, saying: “Thanks, Herb.” Santry track he said: “I think jt| Ue iege cane aia tt is 


|) Terry Sullivan (Rhodesia); partiy hidden; T z £6 ler. is the. men who “he 7 yards to go, but I - knew I had 
: 3; Tony Btue (Aus.), Peter Snell (New ¥s! : tar Paper ie marereor nets aot : rs 
{ aland), J, Anderson (Britain), Gordon Pirie (Brit.), Jim McLoughlin (ireland) and yhere that has'‘made it so good. ! 


h 3ut undoubtedly dt-sis thé test | 
PN eVe ig REAPER ASIST MLC Lp tee, Fe HL i 


A LMS 1 PREV SRR SS BREMEN 2S. 
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Little Australian 
Held On Grimly 


The 3,000 metres provided a 

thrilling struggle between Aus- 
itralia’s Albert Thomas and:- 
'Britain’s Gordon Pirie. 
' Thomas the world two and 
three miles’ record holder, and 
Pirie, the holder of the 3,000- 
metre world - record, - virtuall 
had the race to themselves from 
an early stage and*ran a pul- 
sating last lap. 

Pirie seemed to be running 
quite easily behind Thomas and 
I felt that he was poised ready} 
to. pounce on Thomas in the} 
straight: but the little Austra-! 
Vian held on grimly to his lead | 
and finished three yards in front | 
of the British runner. Thomas’s| 
time of 8m. 6.8s., however, was| 
well outside the world record. _| 


i Gordon Pirie. made a tremen- 
‘dous effort in the -3,000 metres 
but he could not overtake Albert 
Thomas of Australia who beat 
him -by two yards to win in 
8min. 6.8sec., which is 14 seconds 


Olttside ‘Pirie’s world record. Thomas (Australia) winning the 3, 
Pirie beaten STE ue 
3,009 METRES: 1, A Thomas (Aus:), 
Most of the’ race Pirie and  Nyandiake’ Meiyend asGB Behe? S 


/Thomas were running shoulder 
‘to shoulder. *On the last bend 
‘Thomas sprinted away, and 
(Pirie, who had until then 
seemed to be: running well 
‘within- himself, just could not 
hold him: : 

Johnny Thomas, the coloured 
American “high jumper, tried 
unsuccessfully to ‘beat his own 


CARHSG OA J Tel 


Probably the best race ofthe 
evening was the three miles in 
which A. G. Thomas (Australia) 
and D. A. G; Pirie (A.A.A.) were 
running. Thomas soon took com- 
mand and had he maintained the 
rate of progress of the first half ; 
of the race he would have beaten ; 
the all-comers’ record, Neither’; 
Pirie or F. Salvat could stay with} 
him’ over the last mile and*he won / 
in’ the excelelnt’ time of 13min, ! 
36.2sec., only 2.8sec. slower than: 
tht all-comers’ record held by 
G. D. ‘Ibbotson. ~ Fe 

ATHLETICS —£ 

GLASGOW.—-Three Miles: 1. A. Thom: 


(Aust.), 13min. 36.2sec.; 2, G. Pirie, 135-48 
5. M. Nyandika (Kenya), 15-49.6. ‘ 


Gardon Pirie! 
Switches To 4 
The Mile | 


’ By BOB TREVOR 


ORDON ~PIRIE, Britain’s 

. latest member of the four 
minute “club,. has made 4) 
dramatic’ switch to the mile for! 
the Evening News International 
meeting at. White City on 
Wednesday. j 

Pirie asked:for the move when 
Laszlo. Tabori was forced to 
withdraw: with a torn leg 
muscle.» On: Friday, in Dublin, 
the © 29-year-old Coulsdon star 
returned 3min, 59.9sec; finishing 
behind Herb Elliott and Terry 
Sullivan. Both are in Wednes- 
day’s field. 

“I realised.a lifelong ambi- 
tion in» Dublin,” said Pirie. 
“ Now I‘have proved myself by 
breaking the dam, I feel in @ 
position to have a go at Herb’s 
grass It should be quite 4 
race. 

So the man, who re-estab- 
lished’. himself as  Britain’s 
premier. athlete faces the 


greatest miler the world has 
known. ‘ 


000 metres from Gordon Pirie (Britain) ot Santry” 


| 
i 


} 
Perro OTT TW ( Nine ate 
Mt Hea fiom Le IKE. 
<mSOKS a or 
— . x Wi4 > 4 
‘ { f -< ‘ 
White \ en Sa re 
Se 


IRIE took his own’ 
sided Witt, ‘him, ate two 
eggs and cracked: “I 
“had a motor bike. for 


don, running his first mile 
y- White City for seven 
s the job- of catching 
wious HERB ELLIOTT, 
tay lower his world record, 
n54.58€C. ; 


ts 


hin 
with 


Elliott again . - . 17th sub-four-minute mile. 


pa uae fa inh por pe me 
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holiday 2)o85005 


ORDON PIRIE is off to 
| Spain today, writes 
‘SYDNEY HULLS. Pirie told 
me last night: “My wife 
| Shirley and I have not had 
| time at all for a holiday this - 
| year, We have the chance , 
; for a week’s holiday now and | 
| wu Pine ace while ote fs! 
: race, : 

; _laway 2 ee Well” he “said, "it 1| 


F | 
lowing. | 
I. feel sure they would not let! 
Pirie stay in the city and miss the! 
opportunity of inveigling him into! 
@ race of some description. | 
| The thin man cannot be away! 
too long. He has to be back in! 
time to race the 5,000 metres for| 
‘Britain against East Germany in. 
~ Berlin, on October 15-16. 
{What with one thing and: 
another, it seems as if this may 
be a busman’s holiday. 


Pirie wins on holiday 
Gordon Pirie took time off from a 
holiday to win an international 5,000- 
metres race at San Sebastian, yesterday, 
, in 14min. 4sec. He took the lead after 
two laps and- finished Isec ahead of 
Argentinian Oswaldo Suarez. 


Oswaldo. Suarez- (@ Varrivéede la course. 


} 
j 


26min 
n 26mi 


BUY, 


time 


; formance in Nigeria 


ss-country cham-; 
‘on Saturday and. 
e of 25min 


Weak AAA 
team face — 
defeat 


J{NGLAND’s athletic team 

flew to Berlin last night 
. .. three months late. This 
belated international against 
East Germany tomorrow was 


due to take place before the 
iympic Games, writes Terry 
O’Connor. 

But plans were frustrated by 
unimportant fixtures arranged 
by the British Board. 

Now the A.A.A. find them. 
Selves with a weakened team 
which faces defeat at the end 
of a long. season. At full 
Strength England could have 
repeated last year’s victory over 
East Germany. 

Peter Radford should stil! 
manage to win both sprints, but 
he has lost his edge after six 
months. intense com etition. 
This ‘was obvious by his per- 


Gordon Pirie ‘is disappointed 
that he will not meet the double 
Olympic silver medallist Hans 
Grodotski in the 5,000 metres as 
the. blond German is concen- 


| trating on the 10,000 metres. 


Even so, Pirie faces another 
formidable runner in Friedrich 


; Janke, who was ‘fourth at Rome 


and the leading 5,000-metre 


| Tunner last year. 


Pirie has been revitalised by 
beating four minutes for the 
mile, and he is determined to 


‘end his fluctuating season on a 


ihigh note 


Gordon Pirie has a cold and may 
not run in the 5,000 metres far 
England against East Germany in 
Berlin today. 


A rt) pn / 
Last Keeam v Ex trana. Keun, [eo 


VEN a European and British shot-putt record by Arthur Rowe 
could not wipe out the memory of another international 
crushing for England’s middle and distance runners here today. . 


It was almost as depressing as the rain which fell continuously on the grey, 
half-empty Walter Ulbricht Stadium in East Berlin. But the East German men 
found sufficient inspiration to beat England 116—95, and their women by 68—50. 


% : Rowe produced a brilliant 

: series of putts, with five over 
60ft. His fourth © effort, 
62ft. 8jin., was almost a foot 
better than the Italian Sil- 
vano Mecconi’s European 
record. 

Rowe’s tformance would 
have won him a silver medal 
in Rome. In Rome the 24-year- 
old Barnsley blacksmith had 
failed even to reach 55ft. to 
qualify for the final round. * 

Rowe has a new sense of de- 
termination. He tells me: “I 
am going to train this winter as 
I have never done before in an 
effort to break the world 
record. 

“Iam convinced I can find at 
least another six'feet., The shot 
slipped from my hand when I | 
made today’s record.” 

Another bright spot on a dull 
day came from another Olympic 
disappointment—Mary Bignal. 
She beat Olympic bronze medal- 
list Hiltrud Claus in the long 
rie With -20ft. 83in, then just 
ost a tingling 80 metres hurdle 
tussle with another medallist, | 
Gisela Birkemeyer. : 

Gordon Pirie did not restore 
his prestige which plummeted 
at Rome. . 
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Pirie’s theory 


_ +He led. the. four-man 5,000 | 
metres field for the first two } 


: laps.: Even when Fritz Janke | 
GORDON PIRIE and. Stan Eldon shared the lead 
Finished No. 4 it seemed only a’ formality— 

Pirie exuded confidence. ; 


With a mile to go policeman 
Eldon realised he must try to 
break if he had ‘a chance to 
Win. The Germans went with . 
him, but not. Pirie. i 

Gallant Eldon’s gamble failed 
because he could not match 
the finish of his rivals. { 

Pirie’s latest theory on failure ° 
is : “I have not trained enough. 
During the past fortnight I 
have worked ‘out -only four ' 
times. This proves that those ' 
who say I do my best races in 
training are wrong.” 

Pirie then contradicts him- 
self, as he often does, by saying: 

“I am mentally rather than 


ve | | q. . physically fed up with running. 
bk. ; Nig *LSx8 If I was sensible I would pack 
a :| This would be a wise course. 
i | Kat | h ; It is sad to see the once-great 
pe Sat 


Pirie -trailing last, in 14min. 
43.6sec_—the same as his Rome 


| ! 6 ; time, more than a minute 
Hret\ ‘US below his best. 

But, as he said himself, “ if I 
j | } _.. decide to retire tonight within 
| ae a 


See H. W. NEALE 
Herb Elliott (right) makes a point with considerable emphasis 
as he discusses the race with a victorious Gordon Pirie. 


Ki cutue G. Die 


a few days I am certain to 
change my mind.” 


Soni} OHUAUM. | REEL, Cross-Country 
“7. | OXFORD WELL 
BEATEN. 


OXxPERY Univ ae. , i 
Se SS a ee ee Oxford were at Addington for a 


%, match over 5}-miles against South 
London and Herne Hill. South London 
paid the university the compliment of 
KY [ts ay f Sn turhing out Hs very palates eth 

Pr - HS -CG af which included the two j 
Le rtwed SS Sun 1 ( runners D. A. G. Pirie and L. D. Reed. 
Pirie was in fine form and outran 
Ve the opposition to finish first. in 
= 27min 56sec, two Herne Hill men, G. 
N Rhodes. and a OWS: SCoEETIAS 
H P QA pr second and third places in 29min 
TV) fi IT 4(™ . 16sec. Reed, L. Gilson and S. R. Lang-| 
: ridge followed in close succession to! 
give South London an easy team 

victory, : 

Although Oxford’s first scoring man, 
R: Bell, could finish’ no higher than 


ninth, excellent packing enabled them, 
to- heat Herne Hill fa rand alone 


Kuts time goes 


Moscow. Sunday.—Pyotr Bolot- 
nikov,. the Russian Olympic 
champion, set a new world 
record of 28min. 18.8sec. in the 
10,000 . metres at the Soviet 
championships in Kiev today. 
This time is 11.6sec. faster. than 
the previous record, set by Vladi- 
= pee An Moscow in 1956.— 


Reed and 
Pirie spur 
Harriers 


OUTH London Har- 
riers, spearheaded 

by Laurie Reed and 
Gordon Pirie, won the 
' team prize in the Pierre 
Lefaueheux inter- 
_ national — eross-country 
| race in France yester- 
| day. : 
| Reed was fourth and 
Pirie fifth in the field 
of 121. The winner was 
| Albert Rhadi, the 
‘ Moroccan Army - ser- 
_geant who won the 
silver medal in the 
Olympic marathon in 
"Rome. His time for the 
five and a_ half-mile 
eourse was 26m. 6s. 

Rhadi won from 
Marcel Vanderwattyn, 
of Belgium, who was 
bidding for his fourth 
successive victory in the 
race. He was 46s. 
behind. 


/PIRIE N‘A PAS TENU DEUX KILOMETRES DERRIERE RHADI. 


UY LLant? LZépurvenr Jiteteribtoida —(Qyeg (cantly 


Pirie takes’ 


| GORDON 


£389 trip 


PIRIE ‘flies off 


tomorrow on a £389 racing 
tour that will take him © to 
Buenos Aires, Sao Paulo, and 


New York. 


_Chief port of call ‘is the New 
Year’s Eve round-the-houses race at 


Sao Paulo. 
This is the 
race through 


4 miles 943 yards 
firework - flooded 


cobblestone streets that tests the 
Stamina of 300 of the © world’s 
greatest runners every year, 

The race itself has been going for 
a quarter of a century, but Britain 


has won it on 


only one occasion— 


when Ken Norris succeeded in 1956. 
Britain's Amateur Athletic Board 


will also send 
| team-manager 
'Paulo race. 


one athlete and a 


official to the Sao 


COPS PACE PIRIE 


By SYDNEY HULLS 


ORDON PIRIE, ‘in Sao 
' Paulo, Brazil, for the 
famous New Year's Eve round- 
} the-houses race,. was escorted 
by ‘six <speed-cops round the 
| cobblestoned course at 10 o'clock 
on Thursday night. 

Why so late at night ? 

Pirie explained’ by long-distance 
telephone >“ You can’t go out any 
earlier in the evening because the 
traffic is so fierce. And it’s too! 
darned‘hot to go out in sunlight |.” 

How hot? ‘ At-least 90 degrees, 


and the humidity is pretty high 
too,” said Pirie. 

So, under the cooler, more} 
friendly “cloak of darkness, Pirie,! 


Britain’s sole representative in this 
300-eniry race, went round the 4% 
mile* course twice—to the roar of 
high-powered motor-bikes. 

Why cover the course twice ? “So 
as I-know it twice as well,” says 
canny Pirie. 

Chief cpposition should come 
from the East' German, Hans 
Grodotzki, Olympic silver medallist 
in both 5,000 and 10.000 metres at 
Rome; and a. previous’ course 
winner, Argentinian Oscar Suarez. ~ 

Pirie, who had a'smooth 36-hour 
flight out, runs again at a track 
meeting on Tuesday and returns 
home with team manager Pat Sage 
on Thursday. 

Is business man Pirie doing any 
sales work while he's out there ? 

“Yes, I’m ‘selling Britain!” he 
wisecracked. 


(\ : () Non p ' 
(leva Sie |4 PD? Gly _C) 4 a (> 
YL i 4/\ p iD ae ie vy | { { 
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' aaa took second place — Se we OOS 
: nd Ewell 
PIRIE 38th IN SAO. nan 30 


PAULO RACE | 


- (JORDON PIRIE _ finished pores pple aap Mon ae one." 
e@ road’ race a ountain 

38th inthe annual fi'wates in'a new recone tunes 

Round the Houses race 4min. 16.8sec : carried & lighted 
through Sao Paulo’s streets torch for four miles as part of the 
yesterday traditional ceremony and then 
S Wage) took part-in the four-mile miq. 

Osvaldo -Suarez, Argentina’s night Round-the-Houses. “race 


Qype era nor runner, baat eoes ne couldn’t pull off the Hee 
S Brazil r i ouble. ‘ er 
consecutive yea re ae ga Winher was’ Martin . Hyman RIE yesterday had 
followed by Hans Grodotzki, (focsmoutn) in ssmin. Sssec., a first race since his Achilles 
| Germany's 5,000 and .10.000 record py 13 seconds. Eldon wee | : “injury four weeks ago, 
¢ metres Olympic silver medallist. second in 18min. 37sec Ramee < y the 74+ miles inter- 


Afterwards. Pirie’ said: “I ia ; aes ee : 
started badly with a -couple of 4 ae 1 ent over Epsom Downs in 
others and was called back We : ev 132 sec. 
turned back to start-again when ? ay i ‘ea 

e gun went off and I was 100 aished more than 200. yards 
yards behind before I knew what ‘of international G. McIntyre 
_had happened. rs End), who was runner-up 

‘min. 16 sec. C. Day (Ponders | 

third in 45 min. 58 sec. 
‘and. Ewell H. were the 
~ with Ponders End 
South London Harriers Z 
ft : South London H. 10 pts. beat Westmin- 
ster Bank A.C. 363, Blackheath H. 44. 2F 


T@HE old year of 1960 ended on rather a sad note for British athletics 

the once great Gordon Pirie finishing 38th, and last of the foreign eng 
in the famous “Round the Houses” race of Sao Paulo, Brazil, on New 
Eve. On December 18 Pirie had finished fifth in a cross-country race 
Continent. Now the big question seems to be: Is Pirie’s wonderful careef 


at last? : D. A. G. Pirie (SLH) 59.59; 2, B. J. G. 

Winner of the Sao Paulo test was . : : : Moe eA Mottram (SLH) 62.48; 3, L. F. Clark 
Oswaldo Suarez of the Argentine, the i : : (SLH) 63.34; 4, J. Lyne (SLH) 64.44: 5, 
victor in 1958 and 1959. He covered R. A. Morley (B’heath) 65.45; 6eq., M. Tom- 
the alleged 7,300 metres in 22min. dept lins (West) C. J. Henty (SLH) 66.10. 


2.lsec. and said afterwards: “I am | d 
very happy after having won the ar Ca of 
third time in a row. I offer my fe 
victory to my wife and mother.” 


e °@ 
Pirie began well and then fell back 
even though he had made special me-| rie 


Cross-country aes 
3 
training preparations to 2s ere 4 ‘ Hi on HYMAN TIMES 
heat and h i i (Brazil), S f Hi Aer in 3-4 OC 
usually associated with this classic, “Ggieme hie. of |. BEE she os HIS FINISH 


run. The detailed result was: finished 38th in the “ round-the- 9 § 
SHC BRILLIANTLY 


1, Suarez, 22:21; 2, Hans Grodotzki | houses” race through hilly Sao” 
(Germany), 22:21.9; 3, Eugene Allonsius Paulo streets early today, then 

3 PIRIE STAYS ONLY 
a HALF THE RACE 


(Belgium), 22:27.9; 4, Joao Saltos (Brazil), said: “1 was beaten before the | 
By JACK CRUMP 


22:37.1; 5, Douglas Kyle (Canada), starting gun went off. 
41.6; 6, Jose Mollins (Spain), 22:42.7; Explained Pirie: “I made a 
MARTIN HYMAN, of Ports- 
mouth, revelled in the fine 


7, Antonio Azevedo (Brazil); 8, Alberto couple’ of 

Rios (Argentine), 22:51.2; 9, Manuel peer ae ats ouned back. 
conditions at Ewell and was too 
fast for the rest of the star- 


Guinecht (U.S), 22561. We turned back to start ageing 
Other overseas athletes finished as tabi pee tre eh sah knew wie 
follows: Tom O’Riordan (Ireland), 17th; yards e 
studded field to win - the 

“> | Hans Grodotzki of Germany WasiiE f Southern- nine-mile  cross- 
or best performance, for the course is |second in 22min. 21.9sec.,~ andj ‘ Lee be bee pas a ; A 3 2 ; 
20:30.4 by Emil Zatopek in 1953. In |Bugene Allonsius (Belgium) third |i a a Bl : : ere eee the exceptionally 
ges : A sho ltn il nin. 27.9sec. F v f a 
the past 12 races Franjo Mihalie of |'"x¢n" Norris, who won st time of 44min. 19sec, 


7 eae - 3 res es oe, MS Res ‘ 
NaS: W_ tradycyjnym ~ biegu_sylwestro- Lage Tedenby (Sweden), 2ist; Georgios 24d happened. . 
: SA PAULO wym. {7.300 m.) zwyciezyl Argen- Papavasiliou (Greece), 33rd; Gunnar “I was lucky I wasn’t trampled 
Yugoslavia and Manuel Faria of }Year’s Day 1956, is the only Briton bi hig Oi na a 7 . : j Unexpected though his victory 
‘to triumph in the race, “4 Mi ; was, Hyman displayed all the quali- 


tyhezyk Oswaldo Suarez, ktory w kilka:dni poznic; —Tjornebo (Sweden), 34th; Pirie (G.B.), |BY the crowd of runners who camey 
ave both. won twice and jf - 4 ; ‘ t 
Peel Deve Ps : jtimed to start as the Old Year ties of a champion showing great 


38th, |by me. 
now Suarez gained his third trophy jfades, and to end in the first 


fals 
other 


rr = 


itain’ ; ce ij 5 7 Osvaldo Suarez, the Argentine’s . 
_Britain’s only success in 35 pre- |oiympic marathon runner, won the 
vious Sao Silvestre races came in {four-and-a-half mile race for theg 
1957 when the then ever busy Ken cea Pig n a row. His time: 
Norris won in 22:18.2. The record, = C : 


OSVALDO SUAREZ of 
Argentina got married, 


joined 1,150 competi even though Hans Grodotzki, double |minutes of the New Year. jucemedt at all times of the: tase 
tors from 39 nations in ays take : : - and timing his finish perfectly, 
> ph ag =e Olympic silver medallist at Rome in Pare 
trek to Sao Paulo, Bra- the 5,000 ad 10.000 cretres was _ Gordon Pirie was the first to show 
“il, piodded through the 5, an ; es as in front of the field of 450 runners and 
favourite. after the first half mile led by- 10 


city’s annual cross- 
town marathon to win 
his third consecutive 
title, collapsed into 
bride’s arms, then 
took off on honeymoon. 


Suarez’s best times for these dis- 
tances are only 14:5.0 and 29:26.0 
compared with Grodotzki’s 13:44.6 
and 28:37.0 but the Argentinian 
knows this difficult race so well. New 
Zealand’s Murray Halberg was expec- 


yards, He was soon joined by M. E. 
Wiggs, who shared the Jead at the 
mile point, J: Hogan, the Eire-born 
Polytechnic Harrier, running without 
shoes, W. S. Heiberg of ‘Woodford 
Green, Alan Perkins of Ilford, and 
Hyman on their heels. 

| . Hogan went ahead at the comple- 
' tion of the first three-mile lap and 
the Américan M. Edelen, competing 
for Chelmsford, closed up to the lead- 
ing bunch. Half-way through the race 
Hogan, Hyman, Pirie and Heiberg 
were still disputing the lead but 
Shortly afterwards Pirie weakened. 
With two laps completed he had 
dropped back to ninth position. 


Second-place Tussle 


Hogan hung on to first place for 
another couple of miles but then 
Hyman made his burst for home and, 
outpacing the opposition, won by 100 
yatds, Hogan and Perkins fought out 
a great battle far cacand nlace Mansa 


SEP pis Lamang 
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—nernemtnn tes nemsnane cath meee 
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Gordon Pirie finished 5th in a slow 5000 
metres track race at Sao Paulo on January 
3rd. Winner in 14:38 was de Oliveira (Por- 
tugal). At the same meet, Gunnar Tjornebo 
(Sweden) ran an 8:56.2 steeplechase and 
Hans Grodotzki (E. Germany) won a 
31:31.8 10,000m. 
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Stage 12. Mays and Johnston fought out 
a great battle here but some way before the 
finish Mays went ahead in determined style 
and put up fastest time in bringing Derby 
home with 32 sec. to spare. A great finish 
to a great race. Godiva and S.L.H. (Pirie) 
retained their places and Belgrave (Davies) 
did well to move up two places to fifth. 
Bristol dropped to 7th but this was a grand 
performance after trying for years to get 
in this race. They, Godiva and Blackpool 
were the “teams of the day.” Except on 
stage 2 Godiva were never out of the first 
three and they gave Derby and Portsmouth 
a great run for their money. The close race 
for 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th places can be seen 
from the results. Fastest times: J. T. Mays 
(Derby) 17.24, D. A. G. Pirie (SLH) 17.38, 
J. Davies (Belgrave) 17.42. 


1. Derby & Cty. A.C. 4h. 29m. 15s. 
2. Portsmouth A.C. 4h. 29m. 47s. 
3. Coventry Godiva 4h. 32m. 08s. 


4, S. London H. 4:34.28; 5, Belgrave H. 
4:35.02; 6, Blackpool & F. 4:35.06; 7, Bris- 
tol A.C. 4:35.11; 8, Thames Valley H. 
4:35.35; ¢ , Blackheath H. 4:38.34; 10, Shef- 
field UH. 4:38.42; 11, Poly H. 4:39.04; 12, 
Bolton U.H. 4: 39. 36; 13, Mitcham "A, C. 
4:40.16; 14, Walton A. C. 4:41.24; 15, Tipton 
HE, a: 41. 41; 16, Birchfield H. 4: 43.42; 17, 


. G. Lillicrap (Portsmouth) 
up to the heels of the leader, 


: E ! la ‘Ss . J. T. Mays, M.15, brought 
] Heatley leads me field of 700 runners in the cross-country championships. \ ly dy wi . to spare. : 
| fy 
a Ee | $2 Sedu (3m A tt 
\ A? fj etter Sinan OSsa 
Cv N44 BB dewizt Heatley charged around the ree mile ! i) fi 
i \, 2 Ve { laps on Saturday as joyfully as if he were —\ > = 
§ AG x {2 % nhs 4 | already in a hot bath and not one of mud. 
4 UR ta VASES -~ et R “AU Rie | When he gets the bit between his teeth, \ 


this fairhaired, well muscled athlete thumps 


Fa] rae ; over the ground with gusto. On Saturday | r, 
Ltrs NS peees \{-.2 | he was in unbeatable mood and on the ;« .f\ wy ¥ an rd 
= err ~I>=! last circuit he seemed to be in that fine _ > HK (yf iat 
frenzy which can enwrap the. great dis- 
tance runners. Little Tulloh attacked’ (7) ~% 4. 
bravely towards the end of the first lap, il (Asoa 
! but when they came to one of the frequent 
‘stretches of mud Heatley proved much 
stronger and drove well away. 


ONLY SEVEN "POINTS 


At the end of the second lap Heatley was 
nearly 100 yards up on Tulloh and 47 
seconds behind came bigs ee followed by 
Fowler, Hyman, Matley, Turner, Seal and 
Heiberg. The only tabecouent changes 
before the steep finish were that Turner 
just passed Matley and Heiberg overtook 
Seal. 

More fascinating than anything else was 
the keen battle for team honours between 
the holders, Derby and County, and Ports- 
mouth. In the end Derby got home by 
only seven points, which is the closest finish 
since the championship was resumed in 
1945. Portsmouth had three men in the 
first 12, D. Cooke surpassing himself, and 
deserve thorough congratulations, but it 
| was Derby’s day and perhaps their future 
| too, for they also won the youths and were 
| second. only seven points behind Tipton, in 
the junior race. 
| For sheer sentiment we should note the 
| fate of other former internationals: H. 
|! 
| 


a 

Minshall (19th), D. A. G. Pirie (20th), 
F. D. Sando (22nd), M. J. Bullivant (25th), 
and H. V. Foord (39th). Cross-country 
running is a democratic sport. 


INDIVIDU As oe B. Heatley (Coventry Godiya), 
| 48min. 24sec.. 1; M..B.S. Tulloh (Portsmouth), les 
| 53se0.. 25 Gerald A. North (Blackpool and Fylde), 
| 49min. 9sec., 3 > #. Ri Fowl ier (North Staffs and Stone), 
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PIRIE NOW 


DON’T believe in ghosts, not even walk- 
{- ing ones, leave alone those who run 
under a summer sun spotlighted by TV 


or the 5,000 metres and finished a licked and 
limping tenth in the 10,000, can now spread 
| their _words on their breakfast toast. 
Cant PIRIE IS NOT ONLY COMING BACK THIS 
| ., SEASON. HE’S RETURNING WITH A SUPERSONIC 
, 3 MIN. 59.9 SEC. BANG. 
* . He’s put aside those gold medal dreams of being 
another Zatopek, another Kuts. Pirie has changed his 
mind, and- changed 
his race. 
*. Galloping Gordon will 
' concentrate on the mile, 
‘the magic distance at 
“which we were once TAKE. In sheer effort He is far too dedicated 
i famed and feared. and miles it must be the a sportsman. 
+ “He will throw in the Most expensive error the And let’s remember 


¢ sporting world has than his 3-59.9 in Sep- 
pee ees Beh oie known. tember was the FASTEST 


By doing this Pirie But—bless him!—if 2DY British athlete ran 


admits he THREW ever English sport i ¥ear 
jAWAY the six best ath- needed personalities it’s is that when you quote 
i years of his life. 


He admits he and his 


i irie’s ble not to make him 
(German coach Woldemar_ it from me that Pirie’s Sandsunatihe jee a 


jGerschler ns 4 A MIS- miling is no gimmick! boaster. 


‘ I asked him what he 
thought his chances 
were. Here’s his answer: 


that I am running bet- 
ter this year than I was 
at the same time last 
season.” 
._ He said it, not with 
pride, but as. a fact. 
This will be his last 
! season here. Already he 
i has formed himself into 
a limited company, with 
. wife Shirley as his junior 
| partner. 
Their business: To 
export and import 
ANYTHING. 


now, and you can take him it’s almost impossi- 


“JT can only tell you 


Pirie in print 

]F there were any lingering 

doubts- that Gordon Pirie 
would once again postpone his 
retirement from athletics, they 
have been dispelled by the news 
that after the present season he 
is to publish a book called 
“Running Wild.” The fact of 
earning money from writing 
automatically deprives him of 
his amateur status, 

In his 11 international seasons 
Pirie has proved himself, with 
five world records, the greatest 
runner Britain has produced 
since the war—and also the 
most controversial. 

At 100,000 words his + book 
works out at roughly four words 
to every mile he has covered— 
a fair rate of exchange, one 
might think, for the odd telling 
aside he is probably preparing 
to deliver. 


athlete, was secretl 
Holborn register office 
‘sculler ‘Sidney Rand. 


Dae = t 


n register: with best man Gordon Pirie 


- The Piries 
are off 


= : By SYDNEY HULLS 


ORDON PIRIE is globe- 

trotting again. The lean 

' 30-year-old record-breaker an 

his wife Shirley leave London 
today. 

Gordon says: “We are driving 
down to Spain for a few days’ holi- 
day and then going on to Germany 
to see my coach, Waldemar 

J Gerschler.” 

There Pirle will limber up for the 
new season and perhaps race before 
returning to Britain for a short 
spell at the end of May. 

Then the Piries will be off on 
their travels again to spend the 
summer in Scandinavia, probably at 
Stockholm. 

But Pirie will be available to 
race for Britain when required, 

Says Gordon: “As this is my 
final season’I am anxious to accent 


oe > peg 
Love at firs® 
Express Staff Reporter 
OVELY Mary Bignal, 21-year-old Olymp 


, for Mary and dar! 


' better not to ‘have any | 


'“ Right. This is it. We're’o 


oo 


¥ married yesterday. 
to 26-year-old Olymp 
They met for the fi 
time last month. 
It. was love at first: 


some Sidney when Gore 
Pirie introduced then 
“Good Friday. 
And yesterday. Gordon, 
nervous best man, adju 
his white carnation and 
to his wife Shirley 


the past we thought it’ y 


Aviv, Israe. 
Sunday, barely had time ‘ti 
to her Knightsbridge hair® 
yesterday before the: wedding.’ ; 
From Knightsbridge she wen’ 
with Shirley Pirie to a frien 
flat in Chelsea to change. @ 
In 20 minutes Mary was read: 
—elegant in a chic creams 
dress and coat. Her. ‘silver 
blonde hair, which had been ‘set 
in a bouffanti style, had a large 
mauve rose pinned at the sid. 
Then, nervously “clutching 
white Bible, Mary asked diffi 
dently : “Do I look all right: 22% 
Shirley Pirie. who was wearing 
a striking red two-piede, said) 
dreamily: “You look 
marvellous,” ; “ 


WHISTLING 


Reassured, Mary. with her 
tomboyish streak, wai: 
through her teeth and ‘sai 


As. she was driven to tht 


‘register office Mary, hanging’ on 


to Shirley’s hand, ~ whist! 
“I’m Getting Married ‘in™ th 
Morning.” pre. 
At 11.35 a.m. the bride arrived 
in the marriage room overlook-— 
ing the tulips in Russell Square; 
Later, at a nearby. hotel, 
Mary's father, 60-year-old Mr.’ 
ric Bignal, a Somerset. baker, 
said: “We all hope that: they, 
will be happy, and that Ma; 
will continue with her athleti¢es.”” 
Sidney’s. parents, | building: 
contractor Sidney Rand’ and his; 
wife Helena, said proudlyes 
“We are delighted with’ our 
daughter-in-law She is lovely.” 
“Remember,” said Marys to 
Sidney as they drove off on their 
honeymoon: ‘I’ve got. to? be: 
back for Saturday. I'm hurdling 
at Chiswick.” 


ATHLETICS 
INTERNATIONAL MEETING (at Stock-) 
holm). —3,000 metres : G Pirie (Britain) 8m/ 
3.45, 1; U Lundstedt (Sweden) 8m 13.6s, 2; of 
B Persson (Sweden) 8m 15s, 3. 800 metres 3 
P og copes lm 50.5s,°1; J) Wenk| 


4 ee PIRIE sensa- 

‘tionally pulled out.of | 7% 

e 3,000 metres race at fn: 

international pede ‘= 
arsaw last night’ 


being confused ay the crowd, directed apparently 
start. at the officials. 


reco: The winner was Kazi- 
ee poe ret ltl al ade mierz Zimny, of Poland, in 
flare, fired by the organ- | 7m. 54.6s—a Polish record. 
fsers,.as a recall to the’ 
runners. <5 
' As he hesitated the rest 
Re the field carried on. 
| Pirie followed them for 
bout! 100 verse and then 
i off the track. 


‘There was a storm of 
whistling from “the big | 


t STs 3 
A pistol 
2 rie 

ORDON PIRIE pulled 
I out of an  inter- 
national 3,000 metres race 
‘in Warsaw yesterday after 
/being confused by a_pistol 


!shot. 


Pirie, world, record holder 
ffor the distance, had -mis- 
ltaken a flare fired by the 
jorganisers as a recall to the 
‘runners. 
{. ‘The. British athlete hesitated 
jbriefly, but the rest of the fleld 
icarried on. Pirie then followed 
lthem for about 100 © yards 
jbefore running \oif the track. 
} There was.:a storm. of 
fwhistling from the big crowd, 
\directed. apparently at the 
fofficials, and not Pirie, who was 
fhaving his first major outing 
jof the season. 4 

The race ? After a tremendous 
battle, five men covered the 
distance in under eight 
minutes. 

KAZIMIERZ ZIMNY, of 
Poland, won in the » Polish 
Sabatini time -of Tmin: 54.6sec. 


- Pirie will join 
team in Warsaw ' 
bs Gordon -Pirie,- now i etna ae 
business with athletics ih Sweden, 
will travel to». Warsaw to join a 
‘British team there for the inter- 
;hational. meeting next week-end. 
He will return to eins with 
_the--team, Zs 


SE | RIE. IIT lan Rac WA 


MEE runners hoping 
= for a cosy pace in 
the South - of England 
championship at Motspur 
Park tomorrow are going 
to be disappointed. 


Mike Wiggs Has arrived 
_ from America to bid for the 


‘title, 

Wiggs, - who represented 

' Britain in the 1,500 metres at 

the Olympic Games last sum- 

shies eres! aaah a scholar- 

a e Iniversit: f 

Sop LusT ay: Illinois. eae 
ani on vacation h 

September,” he told are 

day. “I was quite Pleased with 


the form I w 
States. as showing in the 


eee ee 


been imin. 52sec: “for pe half- | 
mile, 4min. Ssec. 4min. 
4.8sec. for the mile. and like» to 
get inside four minutes before 
return.” 


stable’ companion was Gordon 
Pirie, who will also be in the — 
Southern mile. mie 


ing session with Mike and have 
been impressed. with his form,”.- 
commented Pirie. ‘ We are both. 
hoping to. produce fast times | on. 
Saturday.” 


“My best times lately have 


j qualifying standards have heen 
' set. j 


nee ee ine the. 
inen end South: 
three mile title at Motspur: 


Saturday... 
“He ig-also entered tbr the mil 


Pine has 43 oppon 
three miles and. ae 


runn 
Salvat. Brute Tullo’ : 
cord-holder—Eric . Shirley.) 
Mike Wiggs. who walked int 
the London team ‘which’ mé 
Rhineland Cities next Wedn 
day despite lack of CORD oe 
in the U.S. vee 


Quick to link up with his ol 


“IT have already had a 


By TERRY O'CONNOR ~ 


GORDON PIRIE is one of 

the many well-known 
athletes who might fail to 
qualify for the new-style 
A.A.A. championships at the 
White City on July 14-and 15. 


With 13 Olympic medallists 
and numerous world record- 
holders among the 65 invited 
overseas competitors, tough 


Complaints 


Pirie has run only one 3,000-. 
metre race this season and -with~ 
drew from a similar event when: 
he thought the runners had’ been * 
recalled in Warsaw on Sunday, 

He competes in either the mile 
or three miles at the Southern 
championships. at Motspur Park 
on Saturday and must run 4min, 
9gsec. Or isSmin. 46sec. to ensure 
he can enter for the, AAA. 
championships. 

Pirie has been working in 
Sweden and has not yet run .@ 
track race here this season, 


SET POSER 


‘Gvualifying standards set by the AAA for entry into their 
~~) Qf-championships at the White City are going to set | 
iY Officials and athletes some tricky problems. Some entries 


» Gordon. Pirie poses a prob- ,» ————______- 


pouring fastest last season), the 
Lthree: miles (for which he has 
‘held. the. British record) and 
ithe six miles—an event which 
tosh eeg enacts times and is 
the reign champion. 

he The quahifyine times set for | 
[these events at the champion- 
ships are: Mile, 4min. 9 sec.; - 
3 miles, 13min. 46sec.; and’ 6 : heat. 
‘miles, 29min. 20sec. 


g 


, . The period in which athletes 
' should have reached these stan- 
{dards started on January 1 and 
| ended today. 

Pirie has had only three races 
| SO far this season. He won a 
| 3000 metres race in Stockholm 
‘in 8min. 13.4sec. which, although 
+10.6sec. slower than his world 
| record, is the fastest run he has 
ever made at the start of a 
season — — —- — = 


Prize for Pirie 


Then he did 8min. 47sec. for = er 
two miles, although never in the 
lead until the last 100 yards, 
and on’a poor village track he 
ran 5000 metres in 14min- 36sec. 

It looks useful form, but it 
does not add up to qualifying 
for the- AAA _ championships. 
Pirie’s only comment on _ the 
situation is the philosophic: 
“If they want to exclude me. 
‘it’s-up to them.” 

There were no winners in the 
; British party that went to 
; Warsaw last - weekend, but 
Sprinters Marianne Dew and 
/Michael Hildrey both produced 
their. best times.” Only the first_! 
lim each event was awarded a | 
‘prize, but one’ member of. the | 
British team came home with a 
prize. Pirie—and he ‘got his 
without running. 

Pirie dropped out at the start 
of the 5000 metres expecting a 
.Tecall and gained his award. as 
the _unluckiest competitor — at 
the meeting’ The box of choco- 
lates that went to-Mary Bi ]- 
Rand was for her good looks. 


Zealand for good.” $3 
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(GORDON PIRIE, 30, the world 3,000-metre record-holder, bounded 
‘back into winning form at the Southern Athletics Championships 
at Motspur Park, Surrey, yesterday by taking the 3-mile title, in 85 
degrees of heat, from the favourite, Martin Hyman. Pirie, who was on a 
fleeting visit to Britain from Stockholm where he now lives, had his 
| Spiked shoe ripped off in the first lap of the mile final. He stalked off the 
track, went to the referee, and entered 
for the 3 miles, due 30 minutes later, 
- Pirie let the ever-game policeman, | 
,Stan Eldon, do the donkey work in ' 
the first of the three miles, in the j 
‘broiling heat. This was covered in 4 
min. 33 sec. Hyman, the world’s 
fastest six-miler of the year, took over 
the Jead at the 2-mile mark in 9 min. 
11.8 sec., with Pirie second. 
Suddenly, after 10 of the 12 laps, 
Hyman faded and the Essex cross- 
country runner, Hill-Cottingham, took 
the lead at the bell. Pirie then 
‘accelerated fiercely. down the’ back 
straight opening up an impossible 
gap in a few strides. 
Though Pirie’s time of 13 min. 
43.6 sec. rates him only No. 8 on this 
season's British rankings, his run had 
all ‘the authority of an old cam- 
paigner. retaining his title. 
To-day he returns to Stockholm 
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g to New 


‘Forgotten 
Says Pirie 


ORDON PIRIE last night won 
his first race in Britain this 
season—a Southern Counties mile 


Then he told me: “Z’m the for- } 


Pirie got inside the mile | gotten man of athletics.” 
qualifying time last night | “ No-one has inyited me to com- ' 
(4min. 8.5sec.) yet he has not pete in the London-Rhineland 
qualified in the three or six Cities meeting next Wednesday so 
miles. I'm going back to Sweden. 


“ Anyway, this is my last season 
in athletics... Then my wife Shir- 
ley and I will be returnin 
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PIRIE WINNER® 
OF MILE HEAT 
IN 4min 3.5 7 


SOUTHERN RECORDS 


ts s 
FOR TWO FINALS 
By JAMES COOTE. + © 
ORDON PIRIE won his m 
heat in the Southern Cha 
pionships in 4min 8.5sec at 
‘spur Park last night and thep 
said: “ This is my last season 
the top. I have entered for th 
mile, three and six miles in tk 


then finish my career in Sweden 


The fastest mile qualifiers wes 
M. E. Wiggs and P. Milner © 
4min .6sec with K. A, Smith ne 
in 4min 6.5. Wiggs, a student i 
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irie Spiked, Then Wit 
_Three-Mile Title 


AAA Championships and wilh 


NOT WANTED: Pirie 
catches his plane 


ORDON PIRIE will not run in Londen’s match 
against the Rhineland Cities at the White City on 
Wednesday. The promoters do not believe he is worth 


an outlay of £58- 7s. / 

That is the cost of the return air fare from London to 
Stockholm where globetrotter Pirie and nis wife Shirley 
are spending the summer. : 

A London Clubs. official said 
last night: ‘We cannot afford 
‘the - return _London-Stockholm 
fare so that Pirie can run in the 
three miles. . 

“He is.not the name he was 
and. our budget does not permit 
us to-spend this sort of money 
unless we consider the: athlete 
will attract more than enough 
fans to pay for the expenses 
incurred, Z 


. . . 
Not. justified 

“ Until Pirie won the Southern 
three miles title at Motspur Park 
on Saturday’ in 13min. 43.6sec.. 
he ‘has’ produced no «times. to 
justify being ‘asked to our 
poceuns: 

“And don't forget’ our three- 
mile field on Wednesday includes 
the Olympic 5,000. metres gold 
medallist MURRAY BHALBERG of 
New Zealand, the bronze medal- 
list KAZIMERZ. ZIMNY of 
Poland, and BRUCE TULLOH, 
who. intends to have a go for the 
world record.” 

Pirie smiled cynically when he 
knew there were no invitations 
for him to run in: Britain. He 
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IN HELSINKI } £20 to rac 


i : f\ ALY ae 
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GOR DON MESIKKL ,  _ MIHLArO | 
: : 


From SYDNEY HULLS. . .~ 


ED ilies MER BERS 


1, Tuesday—Gordon |°- M), HAR RE idea 
HELSINKI, Tuesday.—Gordon | 4 M, VLA Ri NAS Zea JON 2) f ISRO 
» Pirie flew in today as a late, mae “ieee! 
“surprise starter ‘in the ,.. / ; : | Vs i 

World Games, which begin }‘” [\. ire Q Ripert Hinie 2 1 SEK 
{here tomorrow. we rt - 3 aan 
‘Startled organisers blinked when , ()) } 4 -_ / >] / 
the long, lean Pirie asked them ¥° I, lhovte na Bila bret as Ii ot N re : 

coolly: “Can I ‘run in the _) KY WOURTH RUD trl Ari. PALAU _ SD SETS | | NINVITED -and | 

5.000 metres on Wednesday and | / / 3] af announced Gordon Pir 

the 10,000 metres on }i' aT) ee a | }y erage Pacers 

Thursday 2?” = oh YM). “TRU EX bi s-As Ite sx 100K: out of his /o 
‘ Ce Rihey replied: ** providing . imamate ; ree pocket to By: here zon @ 
‘British officials agree.” A ] OY for the chance Oo» meet 
Then they. added warily: “But ts () ft ADs y | : : oaths. 

we can't afford to pay your C 4 L Wile Ai) “Sut Jest XZ Sh Murray Halberg; the Olympie i 

travelling expenses. § We. snare 4. Ma, JM 4 oe S** | champion, and other top 

already used all of our £30. / ! a t . 

budget for the Games.” Aut A f f nm kf - j 199 toni in the» 5,000 metr, 
“O.K.,” ‘said Pirie casually. And /. - ) , \) a (j 1 244 Z; drud We P linge | bOMOrrOW. $i 

then to me, as an aside:*“‘May- ~“ ~<J DIR APILL, we it fs i x ‘Only a week ago Pirie‘ turn: 

be they'll change their minds: if Lil ny 7 i} down’ a chance to run t 

I turn out to be the winner $+" 441! i} +e i] PAY OW) ens La 

{ - \ + eH, f) ‘ 3 his \Yo=, | White City because the®Lo: 
’ Test piece } He OF Eni KAA |Hitirt 1944 | club organisers would ‘not 
P Ps : t ay? | vide him with'a return fare” 
The truth is, Pirle needs these Yai ? en... Nn./n |] ivy Stockholm. 

races too badly to argue about 3} ; WieAVDA = Cop Aen MCAN 4 

how much he is out of pocket. * ) JHLUGHIVT,  Firaetrtn IARR | * 18\o neh x ze Se aN TES CO 
. He wants them as a test piece ‘ +) an \x# penton Way Saeeretiiee 

ietopere ne is bie as Pha te gata {ib P AN ; - ‘il A | 4 V7 pionships, in ten days’ time, 

of. attacking both the. three Y BBS Pd maa UE ah Ion wo ee Pet) I hin j fe : : 

miles and the six miles Amateur “LAC COQ ROW. FAM AN i 

Athletic pissociation:: Seen 3 : Ee : } F { Refused 

ships at London’s ite Cityron ,, i “a ” 

Friday and Saturday of next fr i | I JX aan ( A, ACh hen Rett vst ny rer emai 4 
| week. <= IV PUY lit,  Jutostived spent £15,000 to bring athlete: 
| Tomorrow. there will. be the most s from ail over the world, but hay 
+ formidable challenge from the 1 Ut ral refused Pirie his fare a 

5,000 Rome gold. medallist j{ — ( boapuicccy {) kD a : select 

Murray Halberg, of New Zealand, '' LOWMESST A 1BVSUKALA. But they agreed he may 

Australia’s ace long - distance ' “and haye provided’ him 
/ man Daye Power, America’s best /; ” \ 

six-miler Max Truex, and Basil /9 ‘4 * aye 4 Z 

Heatley, Britain's hero, fresh “in L 3 | Oxy { itl Arta city! ; : 

; ' “Though this will. cost 


fiOm. his 10,000 metres succéss 
im Moscow. : * 


more than £20, I badly need the 
race,” Pirie told me today." » 

Halberg must be favoured 
view .of his 4min. -5.esec. mile}) 
yictory-at Gateshead-last Satur- 
GAY cuatro RS. a ae 
--Dayid «Jones faces. the. mo 
formidable sprint field since. 
Olympic Games, including Denn 
Jo: on, the West. Indian, who 
has four. times equalled the 
world’s 100 yards record ‘th 
“season. © is 


ff RECORD FOR 
e*| FISHER | 


Nat Fisher (Eton Manor A.C.), @ 


ete aU PS Sega D a ORE gS : > 
ratka uvatheet ovat kdsilld. Vasemmalta Unkarin Istvan Rozsa- 
in: Vamos, joka johti.alkumatkasta, hinen takanaan Englannin 
alonen.Suomalaisen vasemman olkapdin takana ndkyy lopullisen 
eeereture pad. Oikealla peenosts menestyneet Olavi Vuorisalo ja Dan 
giana one take Ste aern, 


; 
: 
oie 


ink. Gordon’ Pirie made a late switch 
U C i | PA {from the.10,000 metres to the star- 
: nik ALD Sa] |studded 1.500 metres—and_ finished 
‘ninth in the 10-man field in the 
iT, 9 fad jtime of: 38min, 51.9sec. . But Pirie} 
gaze LWAruh 4 Ad Dl oe $x was not disheartened. . 
MAG Rik AMO Sa ; 
pen eted in» 62 mecon Ce a ' : nie fl ‘ f | é je ey, eee a Cle 
win by six yards from Stan us +f lst iat \4 iF em ace plan was changed after 
yeyths Bruce Tulot thea. nnn = KOT HAVOEY Ito bye Jeo Alase manager Pat’ Sage who told \met 
Gordon Pirie did not win the a i a Gg a, “T have advised Gordon to forget’ 
5,000 metres—but the fight he NAG 0 4 A he about six mile’ and 10,000 metres 
PEt atanding on tne aiaieas EL YNTH. BP Jum Lb eS three miles qnd-b.000:metreee > te 
crowd standing in the S. anaes <a ae ° ‘ S. 
"ant net was, going ton wine of, U ) Qt mare talent nine fhe sia tails 
start v yas — , } 4 10T€ iles| 
Ss a lea ome seied BUY Moy. howd Jim Abts Gone teread We six tans chan 
: seful ) a — : pionship. at the White City! 
rately he Ob linee fe aoe Pat tf {} ivy tomorrow. week, ‘and will make up 
Pokies Shai Ing PYM e 7:0 ¢ ULLidar iclAsy Gey iRgS. GE Sem ‘his mind whether to attack the one 
It was in the last half-mile that rp Year ne Bed A Y) Cotta Mr Aw octt mileor three miles... 
the Pp ih fone Boar came m rar apts Beatty, ‘America’s four. 
up to challenge Pirie. € ‘4 {[- nui er, out-kicked some o. 
| With 300 yards to go, Hoykin- i Yr Hii, b)STK Europe’s finest middle distance 
{puro put in the first of three > Pid NEIL Ab woe runners to win the 1,500 metres 
muse Fin oa re to eae ee + 4q oO wee excellent time of smin. 
off, but the riton stayed’ W rf q {| oe . 
pea St Wea. Saye rim Ata Isteea Roszavolgl, of Hungary: 
Last bend rar ra) PA; - tried to escape from the field 600 
i) (0, az UN Zn j “| 4 metres from the tape; but his 
{ At the last bend Pirie’s head { ac Ser tTAw Vn SMILE strength failed him and he was 
cane up. he ate) on Bone ot r = = A ae a Lo th eee, by Beatty over 
t 1 OW elera rn ? u 
bees y to compe: seeond in l4min. A A Diet S UA it) z There was a murmur of antici- 
0.2sec. : ik K UO) Hy If hae Vitiemg NS(S¢ ty pation among the crowd when it 
Basil Heatley of Bedworth, near “MeVTFUA = a a A Bie was announced that Gordon 


Pirie would run. 
Unfortunately. his entry proved 
@ failure as he was tailed off to 
"ej the rear after Roszavolgi’s sprint 
: Britain's other representative 
Detek: Haith. improved ‘on © his 
Moscow performance. when he 
finished ‘fourth in Smin, 44.7sec. 


' Coventry, the 10,000-metres hero 
of Moscow, was a worthy fifth in 
14min, 8.8sec, 

Halberg ? He just stayed 50 
yards ahead of the field. from two 
miles onwards and even had time 
on the last lap to mistake the 
finishing post, stop and wave. to ; 


mUWL WILL 


BE ROARING 
FOR GORDON , ISizeautve 


| x SS OS SS Ee eee eee eee 
By GEORGE HARLEY 


48 Nee Zealander Barry 
Nea fifty. overseas anne who retires this 
stars, including. five} year will be. fighting thiss 
world record-holders are week-end - for a place: ¥ 
competing “in the.A AA‘ Britain’s team to meet & 
‘championships which start | United States at the W hi 
at the White City, London, | City. next “week, 
today. But “current  perform- 
' . But the warmest welcome | ances suggest that he has 
from the crowd willbe for} little hope of success in 
| a “British runner. almost | either the mile or the three 
} certainly making his fare-| miles, the two events he 
4; Well appearance on the] has entered. 
4| track—Gordon Pirie. It is ironical that he de- 
|. Globe-trotting Gordon—| cided not to defend his six 
| he now lives in Sweden—| miles title as the British 
|| has been the idol of the|selectors haye asked our 
| White City crowd for|two top men ‘at the dis- Re ey Pare ees see 
nearly ten years. tance, Martin Hyman and 8 
|= Only a fortnight ago} Basil borate: to miss this 
ee abet nbd ~ “Wels ake 
f-iWant Pirie” when he was |i : 
conspicuously absent from | GORDON. PIRIE 


the three miles race won ! 


| L|-F 
j A ee | 
aaled 
! 

| 


SE EELS TEMES CS Ee, 


up 15,000 bored White City 
fans. 


. : Our national titles were 
HE old White City : Bi sie 
‘ warhorse who will leaving Britain faster than 


not. allow the — sports Gagarin.. te 

world to put him out to Then twelve laps of the 
; ‘grass, rescued the dismal old, cocksure, thin-lipped, 
AAA championships ¢ver-so-fit-looking Pirie, 
‘from’ being a wet and reduced the rest. of. the - 
‘outsize flop, writes SAM field to mud-splashed also- 
‘LEITCH. rans, 
, Leather-faced Gordon He won in 13m. 31.2s., 
Pirie waited till the three but when a_ bloke like 
miles—the last race of Gordon is around, who 
“what he says will be his cares about statistics ? 
last national champion- This Is a man who just q 
-ships—and then-he woke won’t lie down. eve ¢ 


Is that Gordon Pirie wave a seed 
gesture « or a victory solute? 


rte 


With a huff and q pu 


lows them all do wn 


By STAN T2MLIN 


OU can love him. You can find him exasperating. But you can “never. write 
off Douglas Alistair Gordon Pirie. Be proved that for ever more at the White 
‘City yesterday when he bowed himself out of the A.A.A. championships with a 


h n the last lap 


| ‘memorable victory in the three miles. ie the three- 
i| | The crowd, of course, always love him—it’s the critics that have so often be- hite City. 
ome irritated by him—and as he galloped home 55 yards ahead of his nearest 
{rival.they rose to acclaim him. 
No other British athlete has aroused such emotions as 9 
Pirie. He has always been the lone wolf of the track but his ‘) Nile Z\ 
aspirations, mysterious’ to the experts, have been instinc- Sane 
tively understood by the fans on the terraces. { NN On - OH cite fey f 
{ To them he has been ‘the loyable rebel—the Robin Hood of the /{ Hyd Ciel — Set VNiN 


| cinders. And yesterday, once again, their hero robbed the “rich” ; 
| of their spoils of victory. 4 i) f a, / \9 |} 
He strode to win with @ flourish, waving his arm to HIS public. Jeon WS ly (4 IHickvAy “(bez fon 1 mint 4 
' He, too, seemed especially elated at this victory. ij 5 : 


i Waved to his ‘public 


He turned and waited for those he had conquered. And then 
he shook the hand of each in turn. It was his farewell to the /,'! 
‘A.ALA. show. He returns to New Zealand at the end of the season. *’* 
He regretted not having set a record. “I would have been . 
inside the record time had the track not been so heavy,” he Said. £1" 
He* finished in 13 min. 31.2 sec—a great performance in’ the - 2 
appalling conditions. , ih \ / Es 
Blackpool’s Brian’Craig had set a hot pace, covering the first / ‘7 


f pace disappeared. | I just ran on 
to win and did not make a final 
purst because. Tsfelt the con- 


tye te red Ad 
ile *i in: 16: ss I ldn’t last’ and neither © tiga EE sT 67 3M 
; could Bobad of thie eset VCR ap Sage cerns : ROAR TNE a oak as ditions ae ts pe eous I 
Martin Hyman dropped out because of hay fever. Then Bruce [{ * (rR die - i-D-£ | might np ee a en > 
Tulloh went. He, running in bare feet, was slipping and sliding | \ ASD eed Blas Roo Phau 


all over the place on & track which was nearly a quagmire. 


ral he y 
But Gordon was there all'the time. He-eaught Craig and ‘then Wir |]: 7 ay Bm Pirie ‘won y 65:shiltine: ae ae Re ee ON 


THE FIRST. 


@ The race is over. Mud- 
: Sitcre: GORDON 
a Pile is all smiles after: 
mping home | in the; 


three miles at the White City—but he still sportingly 


hangs about (below) to 
* welcome home the 


sree ese, AND LAST 


ALVAT. 


Fe RG A EE RE Re er EM CAS 


pips Tulloh, 


Aondsri | Qh whips Americans $10, Monday. 


_. By DESMOND HACKETT a fer his amazing three-mile 


Fy. cu fs St ea i | ‘ y, Gordon Pirie failed 
T['HIRTY-YEAR-OLD GORDON PIRIE was once again the blue-e eine word two-mile: 
boy of a jubilant White City last night when he won the three mil oa 


, : F an pp —- 1O e 
} iN OSLO KAMEL ING 


Re, 


pt ax i * : Shine . eX ‘over atified 
in a new British record time of 13min. 16.4sec. in the Great Britain ae magi Bee pon. P Murray 
r America match in London. 3 Wer than the official record, set by 
4 And it was‘all done in typical Pirie fashion, as though in his farewell season. 
7 = 4 
3S Mikes British athletics he purposely designed the course of this race to cheer up a 12, tena ‘tite qroria 
ere crowd watching | the Americans get. on with the business of giving» Brits Aaa 58.4sec. 


an athletic hammering. ‘ 
The crowd loved, every stride by® th 


YY long-legged, incredible man Pirie,-who wen: 
PIRIE PRO V ES HE S ? swinging so smoothly through ‘the mistsig: 

. ) tain that his promise to bow out with ‘ne 

: 4 world records for the three and six: mil 

NE AR RE this season looks as though it. 4will 
} handsomely fulfilled. Hf 


Pirie was ably aided and abetted by Bry 


ly part of tonight’s 
ete : dily in ed 
@ mile and steadily increas 

oe a quarter he was 
Oo was even farther in front 


& 


rf 
5 
ce 


By TERRY O'CONNOR - : Tulloh, still shuffling along shoeless and solemn, Bis sii He was ah 
ORDON PIRIE proved in training this week that he can best-ever fine ot Waite, eho? Een ; 


_ Capture the world three-mile record on Friday at th 
White City, when he runs against the U.S. : : 


In a 1z-mile training spell Pirie clocked 6min. 27. —only j 
1,5sec.- outside the British best performance. Yesterday Pirie Truex on the trail ee! 
ran-a training mile in 4min. 6.2sec. ; 

“It is my aim to break the world two- and three-mile records 


before | retire this season,” says Pirie. “If conditions are risht As the laps were paced away, Pirie and{ ; 
Hl will have a go at the three-mile time inthe match against the ‘Tulloh took two-lap shifts at leading. All the 3 : va 
rs * time there was the sturdy litle American,’ 25- : : 
“Murray Halberg missed beating the three-mile record held by year-old .Max Truex, trailing the two Britons. ?) 


Albert Thomas (Australia) in 13min.. 10.8sec. b just “k 
5 - 10, y four-fifths of a Truex just kept his place at No. 3, a yard 
second.in Dublin on Tuesday, behind, rather like an inquisitive little chap’ 
. wondering where the others were. going, Met 

Truex, tired of being perpetual: third man 
went into‘a lead of around six’ yards “as” the 
tight little pack of three moved towards the 
last lap. ‘ ; 

Pirie, almost affronted by this American 

intervention, glanced back at Tulloh and nodded 

a Kind of “Leave this to.me”’’ signal. 
Tulloh, with that  hunch-shoulderec 
‘shuffling style, scampered behind while Pir’ 
imperiously strolled past Truex. t 
As_ Pirie. took. the lead, pale-faced, tiny | 
~\Tulloh, who looks as though he: 
Would be ~ exhausted’ even 
. Tunning for a bus, ‘scuttled out 
to the front and that was the 

/ end of Truex. 

It became a personal duel. on 
the run between the British. pair. 
And in the end. of course. it was 
Pirie; first. Z 

The British pair‘gravely waited 
to welcome in Truex, whose time 

; Of 13min. 2lsec. was a new 
American record. 

With commendabte > patience,-! 
all three waited for the fourth 
Starter, tall Robert Schul, whose 
time was 13min. 59.6sec. Schul 4 
was obviously delighted by. the 

' wonderful reception which White 
City always gives thé gallant last 
man home. 


Rowe record + 


Then off went Pirle and Tulloh | 
on .a- victory lope. It was a | 
Gagarin reception in miniature 

; + + « SO enthusiastic that few 

| noted John.C: Thomas failing to . 

} top the “seyen-foot mark. and 
winning the high jump with an |} 
almost; yawning rise of 6ft. 10in., | 
four inches: less than his best | 
height this: season. | 

Pirie said afterwards; “I shall 


¥ 


Istvan to 
‘make him 
puff. . 


By GEORGE HARLEY 


STVAN Rozsavolgyi, 
thirg in the Olympic 
1500 metres in Rome 
last year, will switch to 
a new distance when 
Hungary meet Britain 
| at the White City, Lon- 
don, on August 5 and 7. 
He will go for the 
5,000 metres—and_ that 
means lining up against 
Gordon Pirie ang. Bruce 


attack the two-mile’ record in 
Oslo on Monday at an _ inter- 


: national meeting,” Tulloh. 
oe Oona Peat Gun SEES feat, TERME frtrizel 
Pik i. SX) PY VN 9 In. GK & GALLOPING was 13min. 8sec,. when I set the - ntiriguing Ht 
< r { \ Jn ty (d.§ \ oS ‘ EE RA NR Re SEE 

ae 1 PF Gordon Pirie When Tiere errata eee The clash between 
f\ at af ; if . +i % : . e : eo. 4 { 
S- Turron. Bertone [ine IRsace Heeb te ater sr eee Oia Romvoleyi and’ Binlels | 
\ LOl- INKIIHIN iD pz . ~ K i = e ir ah a ioy- B\4 

BY) LLO4 SKIIHIN | {MIM 1 YS | in the three <i ikes | this Tace. that is why the world ons Bt the mat sateen: 

n oa ! i in. a‘ , 4 

MW) VAN ee 7 fy } Nj and smashes j 10.8scc. be wee Peisattrre rey have been contemporary I 

i We 8 Nae I Sine Li Se | the record held by | Thomas. 5 stars on the athletics 

c — t te > } Ae = i 

Nn Sr Bruce Tul loh [hoa Piedad rms, Broa, Tash Gordon's 4 glutton for punishment, this feene for ten gears but | 

Z 34) CoA. oS iO (No. 2) ; Olympic final last year, but we gece » 2 } 

C | } U-§ Rare Uz. nh didnt ch i is: his 20th lap of honour! The ‘Hungarian was. \ 

Yr ad E4] L an © < } fe. didn’t be a ks MAM 1ap | nonour e garian was | 

7 VLE. MLS FET) [OSS Sea ce Ptooriatertamr utara ROMS rye ‘however. beaten. by 


fo OSM atte aaa ai rert gia thls 


OL ne 


Ses Geers pee ee 


manueendeeemeeees ee 


BR v Hun eae Mure Ca Wel, 


os Rion, SPR. 


——_—— 


true indication of his real form. He 


“Tulloh and I realised condi- 
tions were not suitable for world 
record-breaking but chee daw we 
could still beat Rozsavolglyi and 
Tharos if we made the pace fast 
from the start: pas 


“Unfortunately. the brunt ‘of 
the pace-setting rested with me, 
so when the break came at the 
pen I just hadn't any kick 
eft.” : 


|, A sprint break 300 yards from 
the finish * by Rozsavolgyi, who 
had been cruising last ail the 
way, settled it for the Hun- 
garians. : 


Bruce. Tulloh, who chased 
Rozsavolgyi. but never looked 
like ‘catching him said : “IT was 
expecting. a pretty speedy burst 
to come from Rozsavolgyi—but 
not as speedy as it turned out.” 


No risk 


Hungary’s surprise win in this 
event pulled. Britain’s lead back 
to a single point for the end of 
the first day—s59 points to 58. 


Pirie slumps ; se . Hie 
Gordon Pirie, whose form is about BS : E 
as consistent as a switchback, treated 
his supporters to the usual cycle of” 
boom and skimp. This time it was: 
slump with a vengeance. Thirty years 
of age, he was the junior of the trio 
of reigning world record holders who 
lined up. for -the 5,000-metre event. 
The other two were Captain Istvan 
Rozsayolgyi -(31) the 2,000-metre 
world record holder, “and Sandor 


Strolling 
Tharos (31), the world six-mile record 


@ e 
, fee WH Pirie 
holder. “1 : q os a si si] ‘ 
in! Order te ets Ss eae | tee | Ny | wan ted 


the United Kingdom all-comers best ; i: 
performance of 13 min. 51.6. sec. ORDON PIRIE, running 
with only bandages on 


hich he sh ith C. J. Chataway . 
which he shares wit Chataway = ee eT Bae a ush 
ortable 13min, °31.8sec. vic- 


(1954). He and. Bruce Tulloh, who 
is aged 25, took turn about in making 


j g re pa with Rozsavolgyi always at Se eat ; Bantry ste eee, mes at 
=f' : : \ the back. é Santry Aesth , 
So fast his feet don’t even touch the ground ! Istvan-Rozsa- The first 11 Japs revealed little night. ig ia aa From ALLAN CAVE + 
olgyi sprints round the final bend at-the White City fo beat angumbed sid Moet ao der 5 amine pie m4 ye might ; DUBLIN, Thursday. 
é Gordon Pirie and Bruce. Tulloh in the 5,000 metres.’ Wolsyl, 


had the smoothest ride, the smuggest. 
Just 300 yards from the tape Roz- 
savolgyvi suddenly crouched and, like 


{ had reaking Murray ORDON PIRIE was all 
Sake meerecord of G smiles after winning the 
F 


Pirle told me ‘afterwards - af ‘three miles’ race in 13min, 


an angry ostrich opened up a 15-yard raga: “+ tun this way because I have been 31.8sec. here tonight. 

f-( i Ree 2 ee ae | it ae na oboe he ae a 
“t/a Nilajifiwyy rang DLA Neg } : a None of the others could muster sisi, Sea ‘ man effort,” he said. 

ie doy WUBLKY TUN GH Ik NRG A [0S any immediate response, though Tul- ota oe 0 bank Gieens Reni ine arrests 

6 loh with great fortitude worked him- y p a ie , 13 4] fs wal OK: bynes 
Y A, ) dp 4) . Hh F / self up into a long but unavailing : =T| ie Histor id AeA Whe )| 1st SPEER tO be ta. autiie 
aoe KL&e F NkGAIM bi § (©\%\ chase of the crafty Hungarian, who “a ag i T they want to bring in soune ‘uns 
) ] ip aia eane, tye rae A fogretn 47 Ned (ar Li Qo lve uc | 20S Xe I'm still content.” 
7 j : | vats F ;, ~~ x, Amin. 02.2 sec. after a last lap Inside VaEC A Se Het BA fe 2 414) 1 (US dct D action to 
A Tu WK OQ. HurCpp4 MINE ~) (SS "56 sec. Pirie seemed leaden and life- ms : ( q , bene dropbadiiteca ee inters 
A) less as he struggled home to finish q 4 . a L =p Stet | a - national scene, 
| f) (es vf) | 6 last, nearly 30 yards behind the winner, : 4Qv- i 4 (HARE in Stl AA ‘ [oy I] {OS=Uh Pirie’s running was magnifi- 
Lier Naacuas IAWinA =| SKS. , 


cent. The crowd were with him 

all the time, but the hoped-for 
- world figures (13min, 10sec.) were 
y out of the question. 


; lon P rie : | pa, is ” araditvaple woees Oy 
rie. In fact, it was 
gordon zag ; Bagge race at) all—yet Pirie, by sheer 
] | guts, with no-one realiy to push 
Ours ut Sweden 4 him did all he knew to make it 
I : 


Rreprpeht Lak ta ai thrilline 
SKOEVDE, Sweden, -| : 


({ORDON PIRIE won a 3,000 } 


rd = Hi crap. 


Dar Uae, 3 leu Ro 


U 
a fy) 4 4 ri - 
| KPC if ¥ <( ”, nh . 
PRYAKIC SSENEH Poiatea 
HouR oo ours on 4 ™ Te i eaaoed 
lu tas( {74 iGki . = 4 i eos ie Fiat 4 
et I | lt Pie thon Yue 
f 1! 41 


¢ ; | 
a BePrstn Menss Bae. 


~ ‘Track and weather conditions were excellent 

; as no fewer than five world record holders 

“« __ lined up for the start (Gordon Pirie, Michel 
Bernard, Robert Bogey, Michél Jazy and 
‘Roger Moens). The 800m recordman set a 

~fast pace: 62.5 at 400m, 2:05.8 at 800m. 
Jazy took over at 900m and maintained the 
lively tempo to’ pass 1200m in 3:09.0 and 

~1600m in 4:12.0. The pace slowed with 
Bernard in front— 2,000m in 5:16.6, 2,400m i 
in 6:21.5. With 300m to go, Pirie sailed 
majestically ahead of the sagging Bernard 


Trelleborg. 


r 


UNSICEAL - | M00 weea er 


: ; Ju (KE and was never in danger of bei ht b 
Ic7 Pie, a Ri & | > D ed ae ee Bogey. The times : 7:548 (gec.. outside 
( Ae Ries AN Zo Schl. $4 (Ric S tenes Y.| ‘A Pirie’s own world record), 7:56.1 (French rec) 
i) | : [Weel ot a Susonsh\ . {ts and 7:57.6. Moens and Jazy did not finish. 
Jo {Oo ¢ i -~ ; : A Ab. 9/4 : ‘ ee ee ern ate, ee 
re > ae act : watlel BS ae Linas RAboe } Pitysi Lh hse LE 7,000 METRES 
Im 4. woe 43 5 y  SuSAaHy 
Ss OleSore ead ee Sa %, Prat ¥ wi Dee TOUR PAR TOUR 
hi Letaen, he 
a 3 8° PSPs ens, 
B Oe bea ms: #2» (a0): dey. 
7. 2.000 m. : 5°16"6 (64"°6) : Bernard, 
Ss; 2.400 m : 621'6 (65") : Bernard. 


gusdewia, Mike UliGes. 


Yh 
i 
re, 
PIRIE NEARS OWN RECORD Id. 
_ August 18th, Trelleborg (Sweden): Details > 
cfont esl of the great 3,000m race reported last month. Livan 


SRiCaiee. 


‘Best. ‘1,500™ 
~ by Pirie 


Lunp, Sweden,. Tuesday. _ 
GORDON PIRIE equalled his} 
personal best time for the? 
1,500 metres. of 3min: 43.4see4 
when he finished second to Dan 
Waern, of Sweden, here tonight. 
Waern’s *time was 3min. 42.3sec.-_ 
i An hour’ Jater, in. heavy rain, 
Pirie ~ won: the ~5,000 , metres in- 
14min, »7.28e¢e)) “ 


Among. the runners Pitie beat) __ 


in the 1,500 metres were Jazy > 
and Bogy~ of France and “Mike . 
Wiggs of Britain —Agencies, ‘ 


Dastarse 9% (Ml. 
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And the British board are | aut 
d from committing the | 

of dropping the best | 
ddle-distance runner in | 


‘This is an insult to Pirie, 
“who, since the war, has: done 
“}More for the sport than any 
| Other athlete or official. 


|For this is the same man who 

‘ Was considered so important that 
| his return. fare from Stockholm 
Was paid three times this season 
(from British athletic funds. 


“|. e¥esterday Mr. Jack Crump, 
) secretary of the board; refused to 
| comment on Pirie’s selection, 


|) He would only say that Merri- 
/man was unable to compete be- 

) cause he is getting married and 
Bullivant is unavailable. 


Pirie was not included in the 
skeleton team because some 
Members of the board felt they 
Should pick new runners who 
would be available next year, 
after he retires. 


Now Pirie is named with Brian 
Craig, Basil Heatley, Brian Hill- 
| Cottingham: Martin Hyman and 
Bruce’ Tullioh for the 5,000 and 
| 10,000 metres. 


p< Im view of his 1500 metres time 
‘of Smin 43,4sec. in Sweden this 
week he might now be called on 
for this event. 


runners. 


Waern. 


lam not an amateur. I can- Gora 
not afford to be.” But the inet on 


Swedish investigators de- Sweden, in 


} lamateur,-after all. time es 
the Swedish evidence almost D¢&tter than 
jcertainly contains references 

to’ payments made to British 

and Commonwealth runners. 


Another newspaper alleges that at Oxle- 
| sund on August 27th, 1961 (where he ran a 
| 3:47.7 1500m ahead of Gordon Pirie) Waern 
asked for 1 crown (Js. 5d.) per spectator, 
with a minimum guarantee of 750 crowns 
(about £50). Three thousand fans watched 
the meet, and Waern was duly paid 3,000 
crowns (about £200)—over £50 per minute’s 
running. The organisers stated they had 
*“ only accorded Waern that which is norm- 
ally authorised by the Swedish Association’s 


place 


cided that he was an prise gh) 


| British aces 
/ may face | 
pay probe— 


f STAR British and Commonwealth athletes 
! may be involved in investigations which 
ithe [International Amateur Athletic Federa- 
tion are making into Swedish payments to 


Pirie 


Ww 


See By TERRY O’CONNOR 
ORDON PIRIE, left out of the skeleton team ‘af 


The federation, I understand, have called for the 
dossier of Sweden’s own inquiry, which followed a 
magazine “ confession ” by their four-minute miler Dan 


Waern wrote: “I admit I WAERN BEATS PIRIE : 


was 
Dan 


1,500 metres race .at 
i sterdayv 4 


City during 


the party to 
next month. 


beaten into 
Waern, of 


; ter the match with Hungary, night ran to a ne 
Will now run for Britain in West Germany and Poland next 


gets in only because John Merriman and Mike Bulliy 


ant are not available for Dort- Oni A. BERS SIRE 
(September 1-3) and Warsaw (September 6-7). —— 


Gordon Pirie, the ex-bank clerk fromyorid record. 
Coulsdon who was written off as a Pirie’s time was se 
British international after his flopjuly 91. th 
showing against Hungary at White, 22° previous all-co 


meeting, will run again for Britain,1953. : 
after all. He was named to-day for’ Regaine 


BRUCE TULLG 
barefoot wongs 


month: But he and U.K: Steel 


ampton he_ knocker 
off Gordon Pirie’s # 
U.K. record with 
13min. 12sec. 


This is only 
Australian — Albert 


White City. agains: 


smin. 15sec., 


Wave : Zealander. Murray Ha 
the August Bask Holiday Zealane Games i 4 gat 


tour Germany and Poland For the: first teem 


night Tulloh was 
fellow internatio 
Hyman. With thea 
sight Tulloh completed 
lap in 58.4sec. 

Tulloh lost his U.K; 
mational records 


of Hungary 
15min. 14:2sec. 

In, Sweden : Gordon 
to @ 5,000-metre wi 
4.8sec. last night—his 
of the year. Then hi 
of Tulloh’s record vi 
‘+ “Great—send him” 
gratulations,” said Piri 
thing, after I set the ® 
July Bruce told me 
stand for a long time. 


| Thor Helland, som forbedret sin 
ae f) 
ef, SOO nem. 
q 
FIR 2d 
f- 
RA 
i H ELLs Naus AY 


=: Funes G4 _ Morel 


PIRIE’S ZIPPY | 
OSLO VICTORY | 


.. Gordon Pirie. won an} 
‘international 1,500 metres | 
}race in Oslo last night in} 
\3min. 42.5sec., the fastest | 
time by a British runner | 
this. year. Second was, 


3-42.7 and third Thor Hel- 
land (Norway) 3-45.5. 

Previous British best was 
a 3-42.8 by Ken Wood. 


Dieripa Disiels _ Franskmannen Michel Bernard-leder feltet med Gor- 
personlige rekord med drgye 2 sekun- 


SLO. Qo. 


OS OL Vf DOL OT OL 


cee eae 


France's Michel Bernard, | 


J 


PROBE 
PIRIE 
CASH 


F YDNEY HULLS ; 

Gordon Pirie won a 5,000 Come an GORDON: PIRIE won a 
metres race in ~ appalling STOCKHOLM, Thursday.— aca ee ate pea ane 
weather in a time of 14min. Cash payments made to race — soraa 

ASeC ‘i i : i (Sweden) last night.~-First 
See Ot Fort, Sout Fidand. British world record- | past the 3.000 metres mark 


breaker Gordon Pirie are | in 8m. 5.2s. he completed 
¢ u 42 4s. 
being examined down to | ‘e *¥o miles in 8m 424s 
the last crown by the! ca te 
Swedish Amateur Athletic 
Association, 
Bertil Larsson, £2,000-a-year 
boss. of Swedish athletics, 
told me. today :— 
“The British Amateur. Athletics 
Board asked us to investigate a 
report that Gordon © Pirie 
received £100 for racing in the 
Swedish town of Oxelosund on 
August 30. 
“That means we have to examine 


the ‘accounts: of all) meetings 
where Pirie has run. 


WORKING HARD 


You understand that when big 
sums like -return London to 
Stockholm air fares are con- 
cerned they. are . sometimes 
spread Over several meetings. 

* We are working hard—but I do 
not think we shall be able io 
give the British ‘Board an 
answer for another week.” 

By that time ‘Puff Puff” Pirie’s 
20-year career will be over. So, 
even if he were found to have 
broken the amateur rule, sus- 
pension should not worry him 
unduly. 

One thing is certain. The Swedes 
are not aiming to blow the lid 
off shamateurism in revenge for 
the suspension of their No. 1 
star, four-minute miler Dan 
Waern. 

General secretary Larsson says: 

“There is no question of our 

president, Nils Carlius, going to 

England to. give the Inter- 

national Amateur Athletic 

Federation @ list’ of mames of 

track stars who have raced for 

pay.” 


SIGH OF RELIEF 


# Ace athletes—preathe a sigh of 
t. relief. 


Says Larsson: “We want people 
to Know. that stars get money— 
but we are not naming. the 


stars. 

“With Waern we had no choice. | 
Waern told his story in a news- 
Paper and the authorities are 
how investigating whether he 

; tas evaded income tax by not 
declaring money received in 
excess of ‘his legitimate 
expenses. 

“Our aim is to get ‘broken 
time’ payments Passed at the | 
next Congress of the I.A.A.F., the | 
world controlling body. at 
Belgrade in September 1962.” 


"(1 ORDON PIRIE and other prominent international athletes could be involved in 
an investigation. being launched by the International Amateur Athletics 

Federation into alleged illegal payments to competitors at meetings in Sweden. 
The I.A.A.F. offices in London -have been informed of a report in a Swedish news- 
paper, Sodermanslands Nyheter,-which claims Pirie received 1,500 Swedish Kroner (£100) 
ah - Aceh ees = for running in Oxelosund 

ar or ; f last night. 

| sO 00 Na MACH _Dan Waern, the Swedish 
ye ee champion who won the race, 


: 


Mr. Don Pain, secretary of the 
LA.A.F.,: said yesterday that if 
the report is true Pirie would be 


competition, 


LAS 


Sicehbics Unter tin ly Kae Ish, Pieid - 


“There have been many funny 


t , 9 r 9 ae remarks ee ie in wea 
if 2 CN sitio es y [| eo 1] papers. erb Elliott and Dere 
c 4 ! Ks A r14 ind . ( -|,(- &; Ibbotson have also been men- 

aES | (Ze KR! i Pant 1, Abad , p Len IAs \rring Lily Sc tiOnea 


Pirie was beaten by the East 
German champion Siegfried 
Valentin (3min. 46.8sec.) in a 1,500 

‘metres at Eskilstuna, Sweden, 
i last night. Pirie’s time was smin. 
: 47.58ec. 


On Saturday Pirie joins the 
} British) team in Dortmund for 
the match against West Germany 
| and hopes to be selected for the 


{ : A 
=H Ca) 11% rp} — eer is reported to have received ; 
ks IX TAS UitA, is ANH 3,000 kronor. 


disqualified from international, 


Nir Klgsxe Pirie told me last night :- 


: dng sin ldngspurt, som knackte -varldsstjarnorna. Narmast.bakom Waern: 


Blac lo)pea. 

Bites Bree 

on Reeare 
QS. 


Socom 


eee Oe ee 


Baran, och ldngst t, y. loppets tvda, dsttysken Valentin. 
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the match against West Germany. 


‘individually anywhere in Europe outside the - PIRIE 


trie is banned after row 


From DOUG WILSON: Dortmund, Saturday 


FLAMING row between Jack Crump / 
A and Gordon Pirie in the lounge of the i 
luxury Romischer Kaiser Hotel here to- 
day has resulted in the 30-year-old Pirie 
being dropped from the British team for 


shown scant regard for the British team 
by running only 24 hours before the match 
against Germany. 

Pirie told me: “| have done my duty by 
arriving here to take part in the match. 
And what's more’l came here when | said 


1 would. — 

“TL spoke to Jack Crump. on the 
telephone last Monday and it was under- 
stood that |: would arrive today.” 


‘VERY CROSS’ 


Jack Crump said, “! would never have 
agreed to this sort of thing. Gordon was 
expected here last night and | am very, 
very cross that he did not come.” 


He has also been barred from running - 
United Kingdom. Y 
LATE ARRIVAL 


The cause of thes.trouble was Pirie’s 
late arrival. He did not report until 1 p.m. 
today, having run in Stockholm last night. 

Team manager Sage and other members 
of the Board were expecting Pirie to arrive 
last night. And they consider he has 


CRUMP 


A.A.A. slap 
Piri 

Standard Athletics Reporter 

DORTMUND, Saturday.— 
Gordon Pirie arrived here 
today and walked into one of 
ithe biggest rows of his turbu- 
jlent athletics career. Pirie, 
who travelled from Sweden to 
join the British team for the 
match against West Germany, e) 
today and tomorrow, found= 
\that he had been dropped—= 
and banned—from competing= 
outside Britain. 4 
|. British Board secretary Jack= 
Crump announced this after= 
Pirie had failed to a 


‘last night. Said Crump: 
sent a telegram to 


Witch- hunt, 
says Pirie 
as probe 
begins 


From TERRY O’CONNOR 


JON'S SPORTING 
DorTMuND, Monday. 


BRItAIn’s athletic chief 

Jack Crump has asked 
Sweden to __ investigate 
allegations in Swedish 
newspapers that Gordon 
Pirie has been paid for 
running. : 

This latest episode in an ex= 
plosive athletic row. caused 
Pirie to retort today: “I am 
now the victim of a witch- 
hunt. Everything seems set 
to stop me running again.” 

But the Swedish Athletic Associa- 
tion said today they had no 
evidence which would prevent 
Pirie running as an amateur, 
In fact, they are seeking per- 
mission for him to run in 


Maimo. Gothenburg. and Karl- 
Staad next week. 


Bewildered 


Pirie is bewildered. He is con- 
vinced he can break another 
world _ record. But it was 
pathetic to watch him driving 


ATMOSPPLERTE 
DETECTION 


| “Pirie did not receive hi 
linstructions to come to Dortmund 
but I spoke to him. on the tele 
phone and he said he. would. be 
in Dortmund on Friday night.”E 
“We understand that Pirie mayE 
run in Stockholm tonight. I hay = 
jsent a telegram to the Swedes= 
expressly forbidding Pirie to do so 
and withdrawing the previous] 
granted permission to compete in 
Sweden,” said Crump. 


= 
= 


Stern himself in ainins here today 
A P oO r 6 
The effect of this is to prevent abié cee ha je “may (neve 
Pirie from running  outsid 


Mr. Phil Gale, a member of the 
British Athletics Board, said 
Pirie may be allowed to run 
and also invited to compete in 
the Ensland-Russia match at 


Britain. No sooner had this stern 
announcement been made anc 
Crump, with other Board officials 
disappeared to an official functior 


“It's either an H-bomb 
test in Siberia or it’s Pirie 


”» 


wien Pirie walked into the tean again - coe ne City on September 
otel with his version of the stor sirputir al ue lvreN/ I SHOT rian di pis : 
iat Bice fer A ; LE But his is onty a personal view 
Pirie said: Mr. Crump told and another meeting of the 
me by telephone that it would be board will be needed to ensure 
all right if I arrived in Dortmund Pirie’s release 
at. midday on Saturday.” But Some members of the British 
Pirie did admit that he ran last team wanted to protest about 
night in Stockholm. finishing fifth Whee ceathetc ANG bine ee 
ition is ger ep oe boise to said that a strike among com- 
Ss 3S Oubtedly golr - Petitors is €@€ only way to 
ey concern among British press fn sattictatorshin ” of 
officials. certain officials, 
But Pirie is not worried. “I did Poche aanee ee pl 
Nana Sa art é th} ‘ } hen e said: 
oa hl as Ee os eee “Imagination is needed’ in 
be ’s up bo me. ; lave pee handling temperamental 
nowing recently that I can run athletes. It was the officials 
on several days without ill-effect. who gave Pirie so much free- 
Pirie and Crump will meet later dom,,so why do they complain 


E a 
this afternoon. nee: 


explosive athlete on 
f the world, was 2 sad man 

‘he ban by the British 
my career is ended, 

Be cca yen 
ast rac au : 
ante Be anetea against West 
the British team to meet 


“also banned him from 


n rther notice. 
aoa Reore holder, condemned 


example of the dictatorship of 


cials.”” : 
after he had failed 
f Saturday. Pirie 


fen end stil 


ve been able to 
of my ‘old friends 


eh ht.. more 
Reet cm acne: 


tain v. Russia 


am- banned {rom this 


~ Yack Crump — insisted : 
pA gd his stayin . Europe, 
e is under the jurisdiction of 
British: b 


Mr.~ Crump added that “the } 
AAA. Tours Committee had if 
| asked Pirie to appear before them 
Yin connection with Press state- 
“) ments that the runner had: in- 
ofr International Amateur 
ti Federation Rules by 
- accepting. payment for racing in 
| Scandinavia. s 
Mr: Crump explained the board | 
had accepted Pirie’s complete | 
denial of such reports and that 
n this had no relation to. ‘the | 
decision to, withdraw Pirie from 
the West Germany and Poland | 
Gamesens sy Pos , 


Crump after. col- 
lapsing . on # 
last lap during a 
crack at the'| 


record. That was 
siz years ago, 


RN SUSPENDED AFTER 
EXPENSES INQUIRY | 


" * | 
eee £ Sweden, one of the world’s greatest middle- ° 
_WAERN, , has been suspended by the International 


Federation 


_ From GEORGE HARLEY 
E cape ate Noe Dortmund, Sunday 
ORDON PIRIE has run his 
ast race for Britain. He - 
today ‘that he would 
accompany the British team 


PIRIE I 


_. Exeter warns: 


nternationa 
Yement issued by the 
in London yesterday 


saw for th ith, .. ES Sea caer tel ns ; Taso Bran ete oe hy : Peseta Fk 5 me - 

on Widnes Tae to Europe from New Zealand. He, shall make one final renest to the; PS equivocal de eASsocia- must . have tru 
rsdaj ae ay to Stockholm tomorrow. || Board—that 1, be allowed to runa & J ae: » from the, Svrciries, includ- ; vi Ui 

ye Twenty-four hours ‘earlier, the| farewell tap. at the White City. et me S ; our several sig. 21 asking Sa 
effect, he has been sent home | Board had barred. Pirié from run-| London, during the England. vy. i a ; ; or has not, 


ning in Scandinavia, where he had der 


Planned to race ‘four times. next 


rer looks as if I have. run my wate i me tase on Rag 
y: 3 make :m - 
last race,” Pirie told me. “If so, Ij ance there. It would be the lent I 


“could do to show my appre- 


goodbye ji 
ciation of ‘the support and London Ca he 
| encouragement. I have re- a 


ceived from the British team to- Warsaw. H 
asked to appear 5 


Russia match on September 19-20. 
“I should pay my own fare from 


y the British Amateur Athletics 
‘Board. 


©. Home for Pirle-is Sweden, whe 
he has been living while on'a visit 


fi he Swede 
Brae ’S athletics selectors relented this weeke d 
! and asked Gordon Pirie to run the 5,000 metr 
against Russia on September 19-20. Wr 
But his clash with official- —By = 


dom may not be over. Last. isch 
TERRY O'CONNOR 


~ won at least half a 
m Popices in under four . 
He has been running brilli- 


DUDLIC.! = WS eke fecently, particularly in his own 


Pirle, an. outstanding pen 8 Bet os night in Stockholm his 


| amateur. status was still 
under investigation. 


Bertil Larsson, genera] secre- 
Pete Swedish AAA, ‘said in 


ality in world sport for over | doi 
ten years, has been. disci- COREE BO- 
plined by the Board for 
two reasons. 
First, for failin 
to Dortmung on 
the match with-West Ger- 
many, which began yeSter- 
day. Secondly, for declin- 
ing to meet the Board this 


fo report 
riday for 


part _in 
dinavia, 


“ Pirie, who appear 


' « that f 
eee nething of a surprise. He 
“that a meeting of the 

pee 
‘for Sep 
Poet on the Waern case had 


“promised. 


DISCOVERY 


pen P: 
TAX 


the suspension ‘had 


Swedish 
Executive had been 
t.-ll and 12 when a 


The Marquis of Exeter, presi-—_ 


dent of International 
Amateur Federation, 
last night warned that Sweden 
will be ordered to report frankly 
associations when 
any athletes are suspected of 
being involved in meetings at 
which improper payments were 
made. 


the 
Athletic 


Meanwhile the Swedish’ ath: 
letic federation announced ‘tha 
Dan Waern had been perman= 
ently banned from internation: 
competition. eet 
They also discussed whether 
to reveal the names on thi 
black list. All they would ‘say 
on Pirie’s position was: 
“We will inform the Bri 


Swedish Threat 


controversial person- | saying he saw no point 


| 
| to -national 
t 
{ 


morning. 2 or ish 
Was asked if he was able TE writes: The Swedish board of our decision. The posi 
Shocked Geny completely such 4 Be ion orieinally examined the tion is very delicate.” (2: 507 
ST ee 4 “ edd © the Stat gerne case because of an income aq Waern, whose suspension is In an’ exclusive interview, 

ThecHassdaere enocked d deny theme oa equery. The tax men, while eflective immediately. Lord’Exeter told me: “I do not 

3 to learn that Pirie h a eg Or eee examining Waerne’s yearly income, make the rules. But it is my 
a mile race in Stockholm ‘Closed Pnoticed that he had purchased an ae duty to see they are carried out. 

on Friday eveni Th Sexpensive farm, apparently without a] - All this means athletics war. For Whether they are good or bad 

chose the ee? i "source of revenue. the Swedes say they hold signed state- it is not for me to comment: 

match with Germ a tbe There is no connectio ¥ Jooking further, they found that| ments from top-class athletes from “We have had a number of 

terday worning=-two hick between the two stat ere had accepted this money from| Many countries admitting excessive inquiries from other ‘federa- 
before Pirie booked neat meres ; t es connected with athleties.| expenses. Now that their man has tions about the allegations of” 
the hoteles a The : Board’s decisions his case went before the| been suspended they will release this excess payments to athletes in-- 
This a i about Pirie were-taken be) dish’ Federation’ they only repri-| evidence. Sweden. It is important: this” 

Crum crete ng. Jack |fore he was given . th anded him, saying that, although he} There must be a number of athletes cloud over amateur athletics is 

p, secretary of the | opportunity to deny allega. ; 5 ‘ r who are not sleeping soundly these cleared up. 


Was guilty, other athletes were doing| w 
same thing. - - nights. 


_/ Athlete 


“Tf any country wants the || 
acts = rules changed it is up to-the a 
a to make proposals at the 


ry 


The first said that the] As far as the Boa : 
Board had decided ‘Pirie| concerned. Pirie’. dental, 
would not accompany the | closes the matter. i 


alterations 


\NE of the most pathetic’ 
ig i tatus rules, but they. ow 
sights in sport— Gordon Ee oe en ri 3 
Pirie preparing for a race overwhelmingly turned. down: 
he may never be asked to No. request 


peorumies ©? 
That is what | saw at Chelsea 


'Waern is 


“In the case of Dan Waern” 


BANNED—BUT HE CAN'T STOP RUNNING! 


* yesterday Beatie eens map } the ioterneone Ri 
- trained wi anatical zea i were forced to act because we 
after being disciplined, sent could not receive a denial from 


the Swedish association. W 
only act as a last resort.” — . { 

There have been a. number of? |; 
reports that Sweden is ror 


home from Germany, and toid 

his. amateur status is being 
' investigated. 

st night Pirie should have been, 
‘competing for Britain before! & 
| thousands. of spectators in 4 
|. Warsaw, Instead he _ tortured: 
} himself and. exhausted | four. 
* pacemakers by running a three- 
‘mile trial in igmin. 41.2sec, —_ 
After his wife, Shirley. told him 
_ his time he said : “ That’s faster 
| than-anyone ran at Dortmund 

when was dropped.” 
Did Pirie plan such a brutal train- 
{ ing spell just to prove how wrong 
' were ‘the British selectors ‘be 
fecalls dictators? NO,.... The 
‘truth is he cannot stop running. 


suspended 


By HAROLD PALMER 


—2 Waern, the 28-year-old 
t crack Swedish miler, has 
—been ruled out of world 
athletics by the International 
Federation because his own 
jassociation does not deny alle- 
gations that he has been paid 
dilegal expenses. A 
+The “International. Amateur 
Athletic Federation. who have 
had'-Waern’s case under review 
: for seyeral months, :nsisted on 
! the Swedish Federation 


a representative to meet Lord | 
Exeter and present a number of- 
names of athletes who ha 
broken the rules. svi 
“T have heard this only un- 
officially,” he said. Agee 
Pirie celebrated his selection” 
for the White City by running~ 
yesterday a 1,500-metre’ time 
trial in 3min. 45.4sec. er + 


REE. 


pen a nonin empanitebins. 


> 4 giving 
SS ate Hee a definite.“ Yes” or “No” 
Mt iis’not easy to changé froma. © o the allegations which have 


45-year routine,” he says. appeared, particularly in the 


And-he adds: “ The’men who run |. Swedish Press, 
/Brieh athletics and like to i 
| order me around are unlikely to i Dissatisfied 


' fet me compete in Sweden next. 
week now the truth . about 
running for money is coming 

° into the onen, ; : 

* But‘whatever the investigations 

| proves | know that 1! have still 

» lost’ money on air fares to 
athletic meetings 


Apparently. dissatisfied with the 
‘replies they received to letters and 
cables’ addressed to the Swedish 

_ (Federation, the IAAF, through 
their secretary —London © ban 
executive Donald Payne—addressed 


* In Germany. | was angry. 1 said ; paca 
that if 1 were prevented from Vesterda Me sce 
competing in Sweden ! would d te 

+ Not, even if invited run at the ee eens nee by 


White City against Russia on 


September’ 19-20 Swedes could not answer ‘ No” by 


return. the. International Federa- 


*Now # realise it me ; ¢ 
thing to mer A's be. auch the tion would clamp down a world- 
chance of saying goodbye to the ‘wide suspension as from today. 
i ritish public before | retire, ! ‘And this means that .Waern 
* My real ambition is to be given: H . cannot run at home. 


ator (. sabe nee 


. (Surrey County 


~ ports that a Swedish promoter was try- 


~fpounds. was that he only knew what 


{A brilliant last lez by Gordon Ririe ~ 
tcok his Heald aan cag Sneha ae 

to a comfortable victory in the senior 

event in the Surrey A.A.A. County (Pirie takes to the road 
lay Championships at Woking on Satur-! 

‘day. d i ORDON PIRIE will be racing again today—for 
| South London, with a team which in- South London Harriers in the Surrey road relay 
‘cluded Olympic runner Laurie Reed and! championship at Woking. It will be his first com- 
runner’ R, Darcham-| petitive run since he was dropped from Britain’s team 
baud, aswell as Pirie, were always! against West Germany last week-end—and a far ery 
‘within. striking distance of the leaders;! from a race planned for him, according to Swedish 
‘Over the last two legs they pulled clear| reports, at Stockholm on September 24. 
‘to win by over two minutes in 84min.; A Stockholm firm said they would ask Pirie to ron 
'13.4sec. ea pe a mile against suspended Swedish ace Dan Waern 
\_ This was Pirie’s fourth visit to Wok-! for a £360 prize—apparently thinking Pirie was sus- 
‘ing Park’ for the couuty relays (he holds! pended, too, and might consider 2 professional race. 
‘the lap record at 13min. 25sec.). 


-.Gordon’s ‘only comment on the re- 


ciplined”” in Germany, and an official hint was given 
yesterday that he will: be invited to run for Britain 
later this month against Russia and France. 


ung to match him against Dan Waern, 
‘an encounter to involve seyeral thousand Se Khe eed 
he had rea 
the pa 


Road Relay i 

PIRIE SPURS: VICTORY 
; Gordon Pirie turned out for his 
'-club in the Surrey County road relay 
| championship: at Woking yesterday 
‘fund ran the fastest lap (2.94 miles) 
with a time of 13 min. 29.4 sec. He 

| helped South London Harriers to vic- 
(tory, the team completing the six 
stages in 84 min. 13.4 sec. 

Herne Hill Harriers were runners- 
up in 86 min. 20.8 sec. and Hercules 
A.C. were third in 87 min. 27.8 sec. 
After Pirie, the fastest runners were 

_ A. Towl (Herne Hill) 13 min. 44 sec. 
and S. Langridge (S, London H.'43 
| min. 48 sec. 


vabout the proposed race in 


| BOSSES — 


~\Four days later Pirie has been 


But Pirie was NOT suspended when he was * dis-_ 


FORGIVE - 
PIRIE 


ATHLETICS fea 
By SYDNEY HULLS 


‘“{XORDON PIRIE will run 

5,000 metres for England 

against Russia in the two- 

| day international match at 

; London’s White City on 
September 19 and 20. 


on Pirie, world 
Perak the distance, won the - 
netres in 8min 7sec at:an 
tional ‘meeting in\ Gothen- 
esterday, reports! Reuter. 


invited also to race for Great 
Britain against France in Paris. . 


| 
|The two invitations form a remark- 
| able- and very human |“ come 
back—all is forgiven” ‘gesture 
| to Pirie by our top . athletic 
| officials. _ 
;There-was the fear that Pirie 
might never be asked to run for 
| his country again after he had 
' been dropped from the recent 
tour of Poland and Germany 
because, it was alleged, he did 
not report to team headquarters 
on time. 


"NO’ TO PARIS 


{t means that for the last. big 
individual event of his 20-year 
career Pirie has the chanee of 
giving a champion’s farewell to 
his faithful fans. cr: eee } 

Pirie told me last night: “1 shail 1B. fy 

| accept the invitation to race a 

} against Russia. There I expect 3 
I shall be meeting the Rome 
Olympic 10,000-metre gold medal- 
list yotr Bolotnikoy. But I 
don’t think I shall be going to ue tg 
Paris.” ee - 

Suggestions that the British =o 
Amateur Athletic Board have 7 : 
asked for details about. Pirie’s A rg » 
racing in Sweden. were denied 3 
by secretary Jack Crump last a 
night. 


the . Belgian 
led» almost 


' 


4 Bi) neQAa | 


s 
a= = q 
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Said Crump: “ We are not witch-. if — 
hunting. Pirie has categorically 5 ; - 
denied to us that he has broken : 


the amateur. rule. We have he 
~ accepted his word.” 5 By. Sieh 
Late last night Pirié was try- * 


ing .to contact England team A 

manager Les Golding to find out 

if any certain race order for the 3 é ~ 

Russia match had been reached. i 
“Until I know for’ sure that 

my mile relay hopes do not clash 

with ‘the ~ 5,000-metre race, I 

cannot say whether or not I shall 

accept’ this invitation.” Pirie 

told me. 

And Pirie has not long to find 

t "3 


* 


——_Kaeisian | 
PIRIE SLOWER 


Gordon Pirie won a 3,000 
metres race at’ Karlstad 
(Sweden) last night in 8m. 
17.7s—nearly 11s. slower 


than his time in Gothen- 
burg the night before. 


out. 
He missed his plane to Sweden 
yesterday, takes off today for 
meetings at Gothenburg, Karls- 
tad, and Norrkoping on Wed- 
nesday, Thursday, and Friday. 
“I shall try and get the night 
flight back to race at Kingston 
on Saturday.” says globetrotter 
Gordon. 
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Nee we pPatbe, 14Cy 
EASY FOR PIRIE | 


Gordon Pirie won 2) 
1,500 metres race at Norr- 
koeping, Sweden, last 
night in 3m. 48s. 
-" Phe second man home, | 
| Steve Rindetoft,. took { 
;.3m. 52.1s. ! 
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The last day as an athlete for 
Pirie began when he woke at 10 


>? les 2 8} 
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Eee G se rete See ee QO 2 &VA 
ag. B By TERRY O'CONNOR 
RITISH athletics sees the end of an e 
ile an era tomorrow. 
Gordon Pirie runs his last race for England in the 
ie ie lide Russia which starts at the White City 


Thousands will go to the 
stadium to pay homage to a 
man who scorned the tradi- 
tional British attitude and. ran 
to-win, win, win—and beat the 


orthodox. approach, he 
universally popular. eal ts 


During the past decade he h 
Spanneéed athletics like a giant. 
Pa reen one records, but 
1 olden prize of an i 
title.eluded him. Ree 


‘The greatest chance in his six 
tries was at Melbourne in 1952, 


world. 
were a Te 
- >‘. all fairly describe j 
sae PYOTR ABSENT | 


PYOTR BOLOTNIKov, 

Olympic 10,000-metre 
champion, will be missing 
from the Russian team to 
meet England at the White 


of a long career. 
The Russian team have b 
stevie for. the ree 
iga_in rainy conditions, sucl 
as they expect in a London 


But first he was ‘merciless! j , 

crushed by Vladimir Kuts in the City next Tuesday and pane brilli igh j 
courageous comemack ae eye Wednesday, writes Terry — Valeri Btumet vedo An ea 
later. he was beaten into ‘second O'Connor. x ~, to improve on his ‘world record 


Dlace in the 5.000 metres. 


Again Kuts was the winner, so 
it is fitting that Pirie’s farewel] 
should be against the mighty 
Russians. This time I am sure 
Pirie will win the 5,000 metres, 


Different 


_To ensure he ts in perfect con- 
dition he ran a training mile in 
4min. 2.6sec. at Chelsea yester- 
day. The majority of athletes 
could not attain such a time in 
competition and would consider 
it unciviliseg to attempt to do 
so in training. That is where 
Pirie is, different. 


He has often wronely been 
accused of being sélfish merely 
because he has refused to take 
egos alt nee Throughout his 

reer he has always been a good 
club and team man. a 


Yesterday he asked me to men- 

aoe ont unknown athietes who 
1g’ e€ years have shar 

training with him. re 

“Often -they have sacrificed 
themselves to help me and I 
grateful.” he said eam 
Then 


This is a disappointment for 
» Gordon» Pirie, who hoped to 
; meet Bolotnikoy in the 5,000 
| metres. —-“ Against ~such «a 
; runner it is possible the world 
; record might have been broken,” 
t Pirie. tells me. 


Many of the Russian Olympic 
champions are missing from the 
team. So is Grigory Taran, 
who broke the world 3,000 
metres steeplechase record this 
season. 


The absence of ‘these. stars 
Supports Pirie’s theory that the 
Russian type of training: -pre- 


prepare, 


Tomorrow I will run. to win 
and help) HillsCottingham to get 
aia Prec I have no intention 

any reco 
5 eae ng ised ecords unless 


and so to the’track. Somewhere 
in the crowd, as he jogged alone, a 
girl cried. For Shirley Pirie, the 
girl he met on the track and mar- 
ried, the crowd’s salute brought 


trnannvo 


thera wrearea Avi. ve 


vents.athletes lasting the paced 


past week at: 


jump of 7ft. 42in, ite 
Bie 3 at the White 


nese 
“ait 


'T was of course Gordon 
Pirie’s night. Nothing else 
mattered. Sy 


The women’s world record ‘discus 


rainst-the Russian Federal 


plic, an unsuccessful attempt on 


secs, hearts beat 
in sympathy 


remaining .in® their seats although the, 
match was over, the results known, the 
presentations made, came. one of the 
throat-tightening moments in ‘sport. 

Pirie, at his own request, ran:a final la 
“*.~|-of honour to cheers, whistles, and the all- 
resohitely }round roar of acclamation. © 


It was. the last Hurrah 
See 
ties, 


5 dam: . 

~ . gixfeen thousand fans had come into 
Bed se bowl of the White City toypay a 

last: tribute to Pirie: ; 

“The man who. has been competing for 

4a decade anda half atid who has been 

at. r, the top:for nearly ten years. 

ie, long-legged, lonely, dedicated 


haye been acceptable. 
‘the'thousands still 


“for the’ still ‘lonely figure 
who_loped round the track ; 
on which he has sweated so } 
often, garbed in. white} 
windcheater, ~.and blue 
slacks. 


EXAMPLE 


Finally, the men along- } 
Side and against whom hid 
a has competed lifted him 
. shoulder-high and carried 
him, still waving, across the 
finishing line for the last 
time. His last race was 
run. 

Pirie’s final victory was 
not only a personal 
triumph but ‘a great 
“example of team-running. ~ 

At the last moment it 
was announced that Brian 
Hill-Cottingham would ‘not 
be his running mate. In- 
stead; qoung John Snow- 
don, a Surrey surveyor and 
the .newest recruit. to the 
England team,-was brought 


in. 

So the veteran had to act 
“as guide-dog to the new- 
comer. : 

Right well Pirie did it. 
Early. on> it: was obvious 
that he was not-going to 
try for any sensational time 
—that he was not inter- 
ested in. going out in a 
blaze of individual glory. 

Indeed, » after 
half lap, Pirie was content 
to hold second or third 
position, the sheepdog see- 
ing that the: wolves didn’t 
get the young sheep. 


ROARS 


But what a roar went up 
when, after seven and a 


half laps, Pirie took ‘the 
lead, followed. by. Lazar 
Noroditskiy, >“ but ..with 


Snowdon in third place in 
close pursuit. : 

With three laps to. go, 
Pirie dropped back to 
second place sagain, Snow- 
don now. trailing the field, 
and it was only at the bell 
that the old warhorse really 
started pawing the cinders. 

Then he broke—and as 


& GORDON PIRIE winning the 5,000 


metres from feam-mate John Snowdon. 


perienced Alpine. 
who, with an invisible rope, 
had pulled the movice 
climber- up towards the 


pea 
scaled 
to beat) the man whom he| 
had SO loyally aided. “For | 
Snowdon was sticking with ; 
him, By Heaven he was !; 


the first | empty stadium, he won his 


St the Sheland mens and women’s Gr eat win as 16 00v0 
of the England men’s. and women’s  & wenG FE Cie At we 
Ss a oe Ay “he did ‘so the value of his 
tactics to his team-mate 
became crystal-clear. 


Pirie had been the .ex- 
uide 


k he . had. .so often | 
Now, ironically,:Pirie had 


ROMPED 


Round the last lap they 
romped away from the: 
Russians —*but not away | 
from eaeh other until just ! 
fifty yards from’ home. | 

Then Pirie for the last} 
time, seemed. to extend 
those jong, lean legs as 
though -his joints were tele- 
scopic and-pulled away to 
win by no more.than four 
yards in 14m. 15.6s. 

The time was - nearly 
forty seconds slower than 
the United Kingdom 
national record which Pirie 
put up in Bergen over. five 
years ago. 

But who cared about 
time on sucha night. A 
man hag finished his career ! 
and finished it not only on} 
a winning, but on a 
supremely generous note. 

If-sport-shuns sentiment 
it. becomes a matter of; 
statistics, an ABC of| 
muscles. ” . j 

You've got to lave heart 
—and last night 16,000 of 
‘them were beating in sym- 
pathy with Pirie’s.. A night 
to remember ! ~ 


FANTASTIC. 


So Pirie finished at the 
White City as he began— 
with a victory. - For four- | 
teen years ago, on @ Sun-; 
day afternoon in-an almost ! 


4 


| first race there—the ATC} 
|Cham pionship~ mile in} 
| 4m. 42s. ; } 
But even on such a night | 

as last night, let’s not for- 
get the fantastic Russians. | 
They-. won the men’s; 
match by 122 points to 102, . 


Mt fm, a Af BOY 


eeoeeeoeseot, - is 


(equals - 


metres: © 1955. <3 


$3 1955. 


00 metre 
SP porids by British 
les ¥ 1952, 8-55 ; 


miles : 1951, 29-52 ; 
$55.6 } 1955, 28-474 
and Empire) ; 
“1953, 28-19.4 (world). 


Poeseeoososeoosesesees 


Pirie’s farewell ,.. . a lap of 


‘honour in a blaze’ of light 


From the place of honour he waves to the crowd. A 
crowd who have loved him through 12 turbulent years. 
He has broken five world records, been six times round 
'~ the world and run for England in 30 countries. 


BW goodbye in triumph at the 

It was that sort of evening, 
auals- ~ tors exploded exultantly as Pirie, running 
colours, toyed with.his Russian opponents. 


ROARING CROWD HAIL 
5,000 METRES TRIUMPH 


ORDON PIRIE, monarch of British athletics for a decade, said 

White City last night. Women cried. - _ 

charged with emotion as 20,000 specta- 
for the last time in English ——, 


Although’ the Russians ° 
won the men’s match by. 
20 points and their mighty, 
Olympic shot-putt cham- 
pion, Tamara Press, set a 
world record in the discus, 
it was Pirie’s evening. 

A backstage row between 
the organisers and TV. offi- 
cials meant’ that Pirie did 
not run his lap of honour 
until an hour after winning 
the 5,000 metres. But most 
of the crowd waited to pay. 
homage to a great runner. 

Another thunderous cheer 
rolled over the stadium as 
Pirie, in a blue and white track 
suit, was caught by four prob- 
ing searchlights. 

Pirie’s memory went back to 
that day 18 years ago when, as 
a skinny A.T.C. cadet of 12, he 
first’ ran on this track. Since 
then he has blazed an athletic 


career that has brought him 
world fame. : 


The master 


The race itself seemed 
almost incidental—just. another 
act in the. fantastic Pirie 
career. And-he played his part 
like an Old Vic actor. 


At first he: led, but for most 
,of the race he allowed the 
swarthy Lazar Naroditskiy to 
set the pace. - . ; 

Occasionally those long legs 
would quicken and he would go 
in front, as if to remind the 
Russians he was master. Just 
before the bell tolled—the last 
time-Pirie. would hear that 
stirring sound as a competitor 
—the English champion moved 


ah. Oe 


By 
TERRY O'CONNOR 


into the lead, completely in 
command. tH 

Only the. little known John 
Snowden matched his pace, and 
the crowd sighed when he had 
the audacity to challenge Pirie 
for the lead: ~ 

But Pirie-was in no mood to- 
be overshadowed. The famous » 


stride quickened and there . 


awaiting him at the end» was 


the familiar tape and photo-: 


graphers’ flashbulbs. 

All the quarrels’ of the past 
were -forgotten.. Pirie was no 
jonger the rebel, only the hero. 
I have seen him run scores of 
times all over the world, Often 
he has failed, but he has always 
come back to fight again.” 


Brilliant 


“JT felt emotionally disturbed 
all day,” Pirie told me, “ what 
a pity Iam too strong to cry 
like the others.” 


HE lung-bursting drama is 
over. His race is won. 


And Gordon Pirie sinks into. 
the arms of his wife Shirley 
fora victory hug. 

He had the 20,000 crowd at 
the White City on its feet 
and roaring last night as he, 
neared the end of, the 5,000, 
metres race against the 

STRisalans, oe ee bts he 

ji was, a *gpectacular race— 

“and a 


spectacular, entry. 
info retirement for Pirie. 


For as he broke the tape just 


ahead of John Snowden, 
with two well-beaten 
Russians ‘ bringing. up the 
rear, he ended his 20-year 
athletics. career. 


And Pirie had been running 


with.a heavy cold. 


After the race he stood alone 


on the victory rostrum in 
front of the. main stand. 
For. two minutes the spot- 
light held him: ; 


A fitting farewell for Gordon 


pee reer 


First race 


in Spanish te told: 


bullrin 


By GORDON PIRIE 


(In an interview with Sydney Hulls) 


[ AM turning professional. | shall have my 
first race in a bullring in San Sebastian, 


Spain, on October 29. And | will be paid 
£500 for it. 


This may come as a shock to many people in 
athletics, after my farewell race at the White City 
on Wednesday, but I can reveal now that this was 

se. , only a ‘farewell 
to the sham world of 
amateurism. 

I am looking forward to 
running for cash. If 
necessary I. think I can 


keep on for: andther five 
years. 


And I am hoping to intro- 


| 


circus on the lines of ‘the 


tennis. 

I know there are tremendous 
obstacles to be overcome. if. I 
am to succeed in this ambition. 
But I am determined to -try— 
and hope to stage a meeting at 
the White City, London, some 
time in the future. 
| But back to my first race in 
| Spain next month. 


Tremendous 


I am told there may be betting. 
on the laps of the race—a 
| 10,000-metres event against a 
| Spaniard called Juan Cruz 
Aspiroz. That will be about 100 
times round the bullring: 

It will be a pursuit.race. We 


will start on opposite sides of 
the track, and I will give Aspiroz 
about 100 metres. start. 

‘This new career of mine must 
delay my return to New Zealand, 
put it’s going to give. me : 

r) Stop the sham, end the os rea new interest in the 
: . Yes, I believe that the profes- 
hypocrisy, give up the pretence sional ‘track could have ‘a tre 
é ‘ . . mendous future. gave 
that big-time athletics Is still | years of my life to the amateur 
| Sport, and it gave me thrills, 
an amateur — sport, pleads enioy ment aud lots of friends all 
; eae * over the world. 
* But. nothing can compensate 
Gordon Pirte | 43 the epee loss of or 
t years. ow I am out for all 
H rd-breaker | I can get. 
@ World he ma I intend to get in touch with 
top-class athletes and interest 
Gordon has the COureg Ee, +e them in my scheme. The public 
‘admit frankly -that he has. will want to see the best. 


As I said before, it is going to 


. be difficult—but believe me, I 
been making money from , Will be fighting for its success. 
his running. 


Spectacular 


. In Gothenburg last week Eddie | 
@ Now, by his fearless Ahlquist, the business manager | 


f ‘Wye * ” of Ingemar  Johansson,. the 

exposures of fiddling GNG! former world boxing champion, 
Fi | told me he plans to run spec. 

phoney payments, he wants! tacular sporti hows. ana 


ting  'sI 


| 
trophy 


duce a professional athletic . 


| Jack Kramer organisation in’ | 
| Pirie is not eligible to compete 


Pirie may 


to retur 


By TERRY O’CONNOR: 
ORDON. PIRIE mig 

be asked- to retu 

the. trophy ‘he wa 
awarded for. winning th 
A.AIA. three-mile title, ‘ir 
view of his ‘public state 
ment yesterday that h 
Teceived about £1,000 fo 
running, while *-an® 
amateur, in Sweden: this 
summer. E 


Pirie’s statements and- wi 
be forced to take action’ fi 
they believe he was a pro 
fessional when he competed 
in the A.A.A. championships, 

“We. could ask Pirie to mee 
us. but there could be no com-? 
pulsion. bécause= he has no 
declared himself a professional, 


Ernest Clynes, secretary of the 4 


A.A-A., told-me yesterday. 
“Tf we receive evidence tha’ 
in -our championships, whic 


are open “only to amateurs, 
)-will bea very difficult problem. 


Confused - 


British officials are confused. 
Last month, in Dortmund, Pirie 


, denied -he had -received money — 


for competing in Sweden. 
“Now an article to the con- 


trary has appeared under his _ 


name,” > Jack Crump, ‘secreta. 
of ‘the British Athletic Board, 
said last night. “What do we 
believe?" ~—- ¥ 


The International Federation 
will be forced to act because 
Pirie’-accuses Swedish athletic 
promoters, of tempting him with 
cash offers to run. The Swedes 
will be askéd to inquire into this 
and take action against any 
promoters or. officials who are 
guilty 

Sweden have yet to give a 
proper answer to the federation 
on the question of payments to 
the ‘suspended. Dan’ Waern. 


British Athletics Board secre- 
tary Jack Crump said: “If thats 
what Pirie wants to do—well good 
luck to him. we et not take 
any action agains m. 

® Good luck to anybody who 
‘wants to run professionally. We 
have a tough enough job making 
amateur athletics pay. I can assure 
{you we are not worried about losing 
;athletes to the professionals. 

{ 2° However many do change over— 
we; have plenty more to replace 
ithem.” he added. 


@in 1958 world record miler Herb 

Elliott turned down an 9,000 
Offer from an American st an 
to-turn professional. 


From FRANK ROSTRON — 


BARCELONA, Friday.—Gordon 
Pirie plans to make. his debut 
as a. professional athlete in 
| Barcelona on Sunday. ae 
t rill ‘race 3,000. metres for 
une: OO \ reid against. two Spanish 
' Olympic. runners, Tomas ers. 
| and. Mario Molins, who will eac 
cover 1,500 metres. 


rematch. It)will be run 
Legere Nat er track round. ‘the 


stadium... ug Gh AR 
“?The Soccer match has: already 
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‘to an evening, floodlit, kick-off .so 


FF IN THE AFTERNCO 


FEATURING 


SENOR. PIBIE uw 
SEBASTIAN xsDOPEZ 


BS REI 


a professional ! 
Angry. Pirie stormed :.- “The 


ava farce! >This must be 
one (of the biggest jokes of all 
ime. ae 

oday’s. race—planned_ for’ the 
interval of the Barcelona-Real Betis 


(Seville) Soccer match—was called 


| 
| 
} 
sports. Association “in © Madrid} 
phoned officials here. * | 
|. IN DANGER | 
| The -association reported that} 
|pirie had no clearance papers from} 
|England’s © Amateur’ Athletic; 
‘association. | 
 Pirie’s Planned 3,000-metre race} 
against two Spaniards in_the bull- 
ring at San Sebastian on October 29| 
is also in Jeopardy: | 
The ruffled. English. A.A.A. and! 
the International Federation, which 
certainly, bans Pirie’ from amateur} 
competitions. ‘are not: likely - to) 
aplige with the necessary certificate.’ 
FOOTNOTE; Tronically, Pirie’s fee 


AL SUCCE 


pitch. in. Barcelona’s magnificent. 


been put back from the afternoon” 


‘as not. to clash with the ok 


Darlin: Sebastian, when Senor Pirie beats you, he’s got to cut off your ears... for £500 the crowd wants to a " 


' Tain t. th today 
NORDON PIRIE was banned at. the last minute _ ; 
‘from’ competing in a 3,000 metres race against ane 
Spanish amateurs—because he COULD NOT prove he is 


Spaniards want a written docu- tie: 
ment -from England certifying 
jthat I jam now a professional. 
\They..can’t get. it. 
ney. 6 , . aes : 
rs : — 
of when, the Spanish National| ze ; 


tte MIA LOUM i 


, Kramer Cup professional tennis 
! urnament. Sx 

i tovrnere is only one sHag. Ofticials 

| of the elub will’ not be notified 
| until tomorrow morning by the | 
|. National Olympic Committee In j 
}| Madrid: whether the amateurs © 
; will, be permitted to compete 
against professor Pirie. 

| 


> 4 ; 


But Pirie told me: “Sunday’s 
attempt by the Barcelona club is 
to give the football public a taste 
for athletics so I don’t see there 
should be any - complications 
about. my > opponents being 
amateurs.” 

\.. Pirie has already contracted to 
.¥un- against two «Spanish 
opponents in San Sebastian bull- . Saeeteauheth sat 
ring on October 29. 


> artemis 


me blood !"” 


EN a 5 


| 


A lone, familiar figure runs 
on. But now there is only 
sun and sand and silence. As 
yet there are no “ Olés” of 
approval. 

For the man. is’ Gordon 
Pirie. And he plans to run 
man-against-men in ancarena 
dedicated to seeing its duels 
end in death—the death of a 


man or a bull. 


Here, where Baliuonte. and 
Ordofiez have fought for 


kings’ ransoms, ‘Pirie prac- 


tises for a £500 relay race 
against Spain’s Chiquito de 
Arruig and Aldaz. Each will 
run 5,000 metres . . . Pirie 
10,000 metres. 

The place : the San Sebas- 
tian bullring. The distance : 
10,000 metres. The date : 
October 29. . 


f 


be 100 times round the loca 


Gordon Pirie, insists that his 10 


Gordon Pirie, late world champion, now paid performe” | 
having his first professional race in Spain. 


£1,000 | richer 


blisters, a badly-bruised big toe nail, a dizzy head . . and a thousand pounds. : 


T.lost 100 pesetas (about 12 shillings)'on the betting on the race .. and a_ load of 
treasured memories of a once great runner. El Pirie, known in more sane days. as. 


SAN SEBASTIAN, Sunday. 


A‘ high noon here today El Pirie made his professional debut. He chased 


| bullring,was beaten by 110 yards, collected six 


000-metre duel against two local runners, Chiquito de 


Arruiz and Manuel aoe who each ran 5,000 metres, was no joke. 


The sport-loving Basques—6,000 of whom paid from 5s. to 15s. 
and came from miles around to see the race—agreed with him, 
But I will always remember this as the tragi-comedy day that, 
Gordon Pirie sold himself for money. 
A hullring is for bulls: It is not the arena for a respected, 
renowned athlete, a world record holder, who once ranked ‘with 
“and ace against Zatopek, Bannister, Chataway,  Kuts and 
iott: . i ai Mats 
Pirie is no Manolette in a bullring. Instead, he is reduced to 
; the same exhibitionist sub-level as a greyhound racing against 2) 
“booth. of an ex-champ taking on allcomers in a circus boxing, 
00 


A day to forget 


The only.“ athletic ” fact I will record from this spectacle is that 

Gordon Pirie Limited (to give him his: full commercial title): 

, clocked 31 minutes 22.4 seconds, a better time than either of his: 
| rivals had ever achieved. 


For the rest this was a day of comedy or sadness, depending on’ 
which way you looked at it: And definitely a day to forget. 

It began at 9 a.m. when Pirie, his wife Shirley and new boxer 
puppy Pancho set off in their new red Volkswagen to breakfast. 
down-town at a cafe owned by one of Pirie’s backers. 


Shirley just sipped coffee while G. P. Ltd. waded into oats, 
steak and yoghourt, rounded off with two tiny red vitamin. pills. 
Then back to the hotel for a rest. 

At 11.30 Shirley, Pancho and Pirie arrived at the bullring which 
has housed some “of the most ferocious bulls and some of’ the 
world’s great matadors. 


Dirt and gravel 


- ‘The sand of the ring was covered by a-layer of dirt and gravel: 

©“ Something like Tooting Bec at its worst,” said Pirie. ; 

; - My Press box was the protection barrier used by Picadors. Along: 

| Side- me sat journalists from all over Europe with television 
cameramen from home and: France. 


“Around me dashed bookmakers 


; shouting the odds: and taking 
pbetsie At the outset’ Pirie was 


f-quoted*at 5-2—I put 100: pesetas 


(on: his nose, 


‘By. the start the betting was 
even. After 58 laps it was 2-1 
against the Englishman. After 
75 laps you could get 5-1. After 
85 laps, 15-1. 

Pirie and his. two rivals, tall, 
squaré-shouldered Chiquito, a 
former shepherd from the sur- 
rounding hills, and™=slight, tiny 
Manuel, an ex-factory worker, 
limbered up round the track. 


Then: the meeting began with 
| @"Franciscan friar saying noon- 
| day prayers.. A minute later the 
} race was on. 


Pirie started atone side of the 
track, diametrically opposite from 
Chiquito. After 28 laps of the 
tight circuit Pirie led by 20 yards. 


Level 


After 48 laps they were level! 
again. On the 50th, the change 
over lap, Chiquito led by four 
yards. 

On Manuel’s second lap, Pirie’s 
62nd, the Spaniard led by 25 
yards, After’75 laps Pirie trailed 
| by 75 yards. 
| The race was over. The 
! humiliating. spectacle remained 
that Pirie was a beaten, even if 
richer, man, 

Afterwards I asked him: “Do 
you consider this a serious ath- 
letic test?” 

He replied: “ Of course it was. 
They are both good runners and 
their times have no relation to 
what they may be able to do on 
a proper track.” 


Those inexhaustible feet pad-pad round the bull-ring.: Hg) - Gordbn | still “believes -in- him- 


| self. He still belleves in money. 


But this whole business has re- 
duced him in my eyes from a 


Wood follows Pirie 


, EN. WOOD, © four-minute 
miler from Sheffield. has 
decided. like Gordon Pirie, to 
turn professional. And he fore- “IT am work out a pro- 
casts oe Lehre eight. months crema for a rete of profes- 
on wi a sio. races, robably rting 
NOt OY iC ee Oe eTocs: with-a tour of the Scottish meet- 
football grounds, but also that ‘8.),Re Sald yesterday. | Toers 
there will be a complete break- on the Continent, and Laszlo 
away from officialdom by ‘abort and Dan Waern have 
Britain’s top athletes. 


i already said they are keen on 
Wood says he is fed up with — the idea.” . 


ATALETic 
ASTOCIATION 
— 


being kicked about by officials 
and getting nothing in payment 
for years of hard work. 


_ FI OW would you feel, supposing you’re a greyhound racing 
E fan, if during the evening the loudspeakers announced: 
“Trap 1, Gordon Pirie, Trap 2... .°'? The idea isn’t as) 
‘fantastic as it seems. 

Yesterday, in the elegant boardroom at the Greyhound Racing Associa- 
_tion’s headquarters high above London’s Berkeley-square, Pirie was given’ 
,a glittering: silver salver, inscribed with some of the outstanding triumphs 
«he scored at his “favourite” track, London’s White City. 


picture 
wall— ”’ 


face 


to 


TI know !—I KNOW’ !-— 
I’ve already turned his 


the 


great athl 
e world’s greatest 


ile alone is. blood 

©qa man must. be 
dualistic, so his clashes 
ave never come as 


of ount of British and 
ihletics over the last 
pook, Running Wild 
a 21s.) published to-day, 
pettered- It reads like 
Stistical details are com- 


*% 


i ‘The top brass of the GRA was there, but some of the _ 
contributors to the salver were the comparatively humble 
* peharacters who have marked out the tracks and made 
the technical arrangements for so many of the great 
jathletics meetings in which Pirie has starred. 
j), After the presentation, by managing director P. B. 
+ Laddie “ Lucas, wartime fighter ace, ex-M-P and former 
| Walker Cup captain, I tackled him about the possibility 
of Pirie and other athletes now contemplating. profes- 
Sionalism competing at a greyhound meeting at London’s 
White City and perhaps at other GR A tracks, 


LEGAL SNAGS 


There are apparently certain legal snags, Obviousl 
ithere would be betting on a race of this kind but it 
would not, I was told, be permissible to use the Tote. 

Moreover, every greyhound track is allowed to put on 
jouly a certain number of races a year, which would mean 
\that, if you had a professional! athletics race, you would 
probably have to cut out one dog race. 

Both these snags could probably be overcome, but 
there is an additional one, that no other sporting events 
are supposed to be held during a greyhound meeting. 

This, too. I suppose could be circumvented by having 
the humans run either before or after the meeting. 
Pirie told me that he had just received a letter from 
‘Ken Wood, who has also decided to turn pro. : 

But he was understandably cagey in discussing the 
reaction he has had from the twenty top athletes whom 
‘he has~ contacted about the possibility of joining a 
travelling troupe 


DIZZY IN SPAIN 


_ About his experience in San Sebastian, where he 
in a bull ring, he spoke with complete candour. a 
At the end of a hundred laps of the 100 metres track, 


he admitted that he was slightly dizzy. Furthermore, | a 


he aggravated a leg injury and has since been i 
hospital treatment for a pulled muscle. ete! 
evertheless he is thinking of returning to Spain for! 
;another of these races, known as “ korrikolaris,” which | 
shave been popular in the Basque region since the 1890s. | 
In fact, Miguel Aldaz, the second of the two runners’ 
-who beat Pirie at San Sebastian, has challenged him to' 
a £800 race on any surface the Englishman chooses. 
. Pirie put forward one suggestion which certainly did 
-make sense to me. } 
He pointed out how ideal this type of running, and 
indeed all professional athletics, could be if staged on 
{an indoor track at Wembley where, of course, amateur | 
‘athletics was highly successful before the last war. 
The only snag, of course, would be that—as I under-' 
stand the Betting Act of 1934—you would not have any 
wagering in an indoor arena. 


Pirie waiting 
—for money 


By BILL WARD 


ORDON PIRIE has a_ new 
| battle with athletics official- 
; dom—over money, of course. 

Pirie, whose revelations about 
| under-the-counter payments in a 
newspaper series shocked the 
Amateur Athletics Association, 
told me yesterday: 

“TI haven't received a penny in 
expenses from the AAA for my 
‘farewell’ race against Russia at 
White City in September. 

“{ applied for £60, my return 
air fare from Sweden, on their 
normal expenses claim form. 
Usually, they pay out on the spot, 
but I haven't had a cent.” 

The AAA’s administrative 

Fees 


hep ymewt minty alts mh iat te 


‘Spain, but there are no definite arrangements 


‘\ESPITE Gordon Pirie’s flop in a 10,000-metre race 


a bull-ring here yesterday he has approached 20 of? 
the world’s leading amateur runners with the idea of# 


forming a professional “Jack Kramer type” athleti 
circus. 


“T have not yet worked out how events would be staged,” 
Pirie said today. 


“One idea would be to run races on-the lines of the world) 


motor-race grand prix, with athletes gaining points at differen 
meetings. 


“The meri to whom I have written are world-class performers 
from many countries, including the U.S. France, Australiay® 


{ 


Pirie refuses to disclose namés, but has included only the best, 
iE. 


world record-holder Murray Halberg. of New Zealand, and the) 


) Britain- and Sweden. 


I have confined my invitations to track 
men.” 


We therefore must have approached Olympic champion and dual 


suspended Swede, Dan Waern 


I imagine he has also included English miler Ken 
Hungarian Laszlo Tabori, and the three outstanding Bly 


middle-distance men, Michel Bernard, Michel Jazy,. and Robert | 


Bogey. hy 


He has not written to the world’s greatest miler, Herb Elliott, 
who is now studying at Cambridge. ’ : ec 


_.¢ If_professional athletics is. le p 
ath tics is_to work, the public must see phe. 


best,” says Pirie. -essential to havea ‘troupe capa 


wide range of distances, and able to break existing amateur-world © E 


records.” 


His main problem is to find a promoter prepared to take the — : 


financial risks of booking stadiums and paying athletes’ expenses. 


Unless Pirie can find this man, I cannot see his dream ofa __ 
\lucrative four-year career materialising phat 


He received more than £1,000 for yesterday’s fiasco. There is: 
no promise that he will have a repeat of this race. ; i 
Pirie is vague about his future, “It is likely I will return to 
, but ,” he said. 
His time yesterday was more. than two minutes outside his, 


‘best. I cannot see any athlete setting up a class time in a bull-’ 


ring. 


® Olympic miler Ken Wood has sent in an application to com- 
pete in the all-professional Scottish Games next. summer—but he 
said last night that he did it for another athlete... “I am not 
taking part myself,” he said. “I have thought about turning 
professional but have made no decision yet.” E ; 


is 

ei: 
ihe 
: 
ts 


“the production is 


ant to know about 
{1 and: the fireworks 
every few pages. What 
you want from an auto- 


ered amateur ora not, 
: ve done in their spare 
To a athletics came first and 
eC © In ‘that respect he is 
f.us is able to devote 10 
‘sport we love? But no- 
is book does he explain how 
his career on the track he 


an 
med Reprisal 

t for instance did Rootes lend 
“arfor his wedding? Was it the 
ct,” which Pirie so much 
tr was it because. Rootes 
“Pirie. would be filmed in 


OKS BACK ON HIS 
FIREWORKS SHOW 


ete. He has set world records, 
athletes and been somewhere 


ts. How many boys he has inspired to take 


been for them to have him calling up 
from alt parts of the globe asking for 
permission to run? A though most of 
what Pirie says about the organisation 
of British athletics is true, he has not 
been so badly treated. 


After~all, in a_party of 70 to 100 
athletes, an individual’s personal needs. 
are bound to be subordinate to those 
of the team. : 


Now 30, Pirie declares: “I retire 
from athletics as a married man with 
no job and no prospects.” One could 
say: “Well, no one forced you. 
Instead I will say softly “You are a 
lucky man, Pirie, to have spent 10 
years meeting people, travelling and 
running.” Eine 


“run without infringing | 


| 
i 


their vehicles? Why did the ' 


city man meet Pirie and 
“in New Zealand? au 

aid down in the manual for 
fturned authors, he has a 
“at the Press, who have in 
ignored or severely 
» hi throughout. Quite 
think he has been extremely 
med in his remarks about news- 


“acclaimed world record victory over | 


Kuts.* These men are to Pirie the 
epitome of the old school tie, the 
golden-haired boys for whom any 
exception. can be made, while the 
artisan plods his weary way round 
the training track. 


The officials come in for their share | 


of the whacking, But has Pirie ever 
reflected how difficult it must have 


| 


AAA WON'T 
_ PAY PIRIE 
~ EXPENSES 


| ORDON -PIRIE, who claimed 
£60 expenses for running 
for Britain against Russia at 
’ White City, will not get the 
' money and his 5,000 metres vic- 
tory will be deleted from the 
records on the grounds of pro- 
fessionalism, writes Bob Trevor. 
Phil Gale, AAA hon trea- 
surer, states: “If he was inelig- 
ible to run he ts also ineligible 
to receive expenses.” 
The £60 represents air fares 
from Sweden. 


Pirie told me at the time: 
"“) haven’t had a penny. | 
applied for my return fare in 
the usual way. Normally they 
pay out at once—but not this 
time.” 

The AAA stated yesterday 
they had found “on the facts” 
Pirie was ineligible for the 
match. He turned professional 
two. days. after his appearance 
against the Russians. : 

They had little option in 
reaching these conclusions after 
Pirie’s newspaper disclosures. 


AAA RULE OUT 
PIRIE VICTORY 


By JAMES COOTE.. . -* 
VV HEN Gordon Pirie ‘won th 
5,000 metres for England | 
against the Russian Federal Re-} 
public on Sept.’20-he had already 
run one race for a ‘profitable 
£50” as he said in a newspaper 
article on Oct, 1: pp hantce eae 
As a result the general committee 
‘of the AAA reached. on Saturday, 
the momentous decision by déclar- 


ing that Pirie was already ineligible _ 


‘when he ran and that the race and 
match result will be “amended 
Pirie was asked to give some (form, 
jof explanation about the £50. he men- 
‘tions in the article but as he failed 
to give any satisfactory reason. the 
‘general committee acted “‘on the 
facts,” said AAA secretary Mr. Ernest ; 
Clynes. : 
A final decision on Pirie’s expenses 
for the match have stil] to be decided 
but I feel that they must eventually 
be paid even if he was not:an amateur 
in the eyes of the AAA, British Board 
or the International Federation. 


COUNTER CLAIM 


10 Per Cent. of the Gate 


After all if the authorities decided 
not to pay his expenses then he; 
should counter-claim for entrance ; 
-fees collected from the 10 per ‘cent. | 
of the spectators who came to the 
meeting solely to bid him farewell. 

The AAA must have been Satisfied 
that there was nothing they could pin! 
on Pirie before July 21. On that day | 
he set a United Kingdom three mile! 
}record of 13min 16.4sec when running 
against the United States, since im-} 
proved by Bruce Tulloh, which will 
not be erased from’ the records book. 


Shortly after this he left for-Scan- 
‘dinavia, a period of Pirie’s athletics 
career viewed with grave mistrust-by | 
many leading athletics administrators, | 

Pirie is also allowed to keep<his | 
Southern and AAA three-mile titles | 
he won on June 24 and July..15. 


= 


lh 


I 


Pirie hits 


ey ORDON- PIRIE,, ‘who has 
'\* his ‘second race.in the San 
Sebastian ‘bull ring-on Sunday, 
today hit: back at his British 
* Said Pirie: “* The vultures-have 
been picking at me’for years and 
have -had-all: the flesh. off my 


Pirie in bull-ring 
again—for £1,000 


ATHLETICS 8:37 SYDNEY HULLS 


' (LORDON PIRIE, the professional) runs for £1,000 on Chri tras 
G Eve. He takes to the bull-ring again for the second race in his 
pews career in a 10,000-metres event at either San Sebastian or 

An excited Pirie told me yesterday from his G - 
quarters, where he is training and Teaver to ski yan De aie 
- - - “This will be a real ‘race. I’m 


t 
giving Chiquito de Arruiz about 
"135 yards start 


ORDON, PIRIE, beaten in | 


Pirie on wheels 
BAcE in England after his 
: fruitless visit to Spain (his 
Easter bullring engagement was 
cancelled) Gordon Pirie 
appeared at Hurlingham Park 
last Sunday riding a bicycle. The 
holder of the world 3,000 
‘metres record refrained from 
joining his friends in training on 


the grounds that he was prepar-: 


‘ing for a treadmill experiment 
to test his cardio-respiratory 
system. 

Asked for details he replied: 
“Hush,” remounted his steed 
and made off in the direction of 
Coulsdon. 


G Sis two big-money profes- 
~ | sional races in, Spain, is training 
on’.a Cornish pig-farm in an 
‘attempt to win his third’ bull- 
| ying prize, run at Pamplona, on 
| April 22. 2 
Pirie has pounded out a dally 
+ race routine past 200 pigs, across 
the fields and along the deserted | 
‘snow-bound roads near Penryn. | 


Arthur Cole, Pirie’s agent who 
‘owns the farm, hit upon the idea 
of sending galloping Gordon to 
Cornwall after his New Year’s Eve 
flop against Chiquito de Arruiz 


st ‘ “Tt’s a pretty severe handicap. 
bones, Now I’m not concerned It means t shall have to pass him 
ore © oS twice on the 100-metre circular 


ates Klas to bi i 
Rint n can do it. I'm much . 
fitter this time than for my _ first: 
professional ‘race.”” ; ¢ 

That debut was the October day: 
the punters wept. | Pirie started off 
as an even-money shot and finished 
up any price you liked to name— 
ee a bee 

oubted very much whether 

Pirie would be asked back again— 
at least not on the same terms. 


3,300 MORE 


“What ?”” mocks Pirie. “Not be 
asked _ back again! Do you realise 


And Pirie said that{people who 
sneer about his “bull-ring 
stunts” did not realise. that the 
;contests were an-old Basque 
‘sporting tradition. : 
| Spanish bookies’ had been 
offering even money against Pirie 
‘beating Chiquito de Arriuz over 
10,000 metres.on Sunday. 

But the odds lengthened to 
5-4 against. Pirie today when it 
was learned that the Spaniard, 
who will have a ‘start -of 125 
metres (about 13 laps),-has been 


By HARRY LANGTON 


‘daily improving his times for the that I drew 6,874 paying spectators > u 
ber oe ie Thats Fy 300 come Bulg. i = Sukh - Sie reasoned the bracing Cornish | GoEne. Nae ee pple 
Chiquito and Miguel Aldaz ‘ et air and loneliness of the country siobal es a pound note, made 


‘runner has ever attracted. there. 
Since then I've turned down a 
two offers of £500 to race in Spain. : 


would give Pirie a good oppor- 


beat Pirie in a-10,000.metres race 
tunity to get back to peak form. 


‘ : i ce on an 
in the same bull ring tn October a brief reappearance 


English runing track during 


_ But Pirie, who arrived in San My present policy is £1,000 a race RCTS ; : - he Middlesex championships 
|Sabastian today after a week's as ae LOE Sia ho et Hurlinghain. : 


It was an unexpected, meteoric, 
rather. puzzling performa: 
similar to some of his efforts 


_ secret training in Barcelona, said { 

he didn’t intend to do any train- Spain 
ing in the‘ring, except to “ trot 
around once or twice.” . 


preparing to. leave for; 

Spain again to run_ on precisely Wy 

the same terms as his first pro- 8 1 
1 


fessional race. “FRANKLY SPEAKING 


He says: “I have been experi-| 
menting with a built-up left shoe! ASS 
the tele for 00 turns of he ot case er aud 
urn: - ; i 
metre circle. B08 rte}: 100: | answers questions about himself 
a from Peter Wilson 


Gordon Pirie 


and Norris McWhirter The famous athlete answers questions Re A ae eer tm 
about himself in Frankly Speaking at 8.15 And Pirle, without. a glance at 


oar BBE recording» 


Irie flops again—beaten 
i ; : ; agog, they were agog. 
hy the ‘bull-ring’ ace. ] =e vi utiay, questions ie 


the new barefoot wonder of the 
track, about to, be whisked awa 
by impresario Pirie to run wit 
him among the bulls of Spain ? 


NORDON PIRIE flopped again He lost his i 

I second prof, 
hind at Tolosa, North-Western Spain, yesterday. Tid the aid 
aster of the ‘world’s- cinder. tracks started off as a five to two 


7 Talk of telephone calls could be 
of Ae acirele f i t faintly heard. “What's your 
hof'running in a circl a built-up .eft shoe to counteract the strain : BY : > SRI BeEeR” “y hhaven't got 
Peeiyerse beniod bulltice samme sce cee nat eave Pirie, He Snished 3 | phimper 2 E haven't, got 
it -r cling ace Chiquito De Arrui 4 F block. 
Stewie" 10.000 metre two-man coiapetitioges ee eee ne ene “You can ring my wife.” Pirle 
Fobare oo aakes in 3lmin. 49.4sec., helped by a 130-yard handicap T wrote down the number. 
Sr eofessiona vate ncn, 3lmin, 58sec. Gordon, beaten in his first : 1 ee ee eee chert el nim 
pPkotessional race at San Sebastian two months ago, said : “I gave where—Barcelona? |” Chiswick. 
| more races.” to 30 yards too much. But I'm ‘staying in Spain for That's a bit of a comedown. 
| ABOUT | A oiita pitlieg, “Pirie disapemrea 
: looked puzzled. rie dis: 
as if Vladimir Kuts was after 


him. 
I put the question to Hogan: 


j 3] "4 ; ( YE 7 ULL OH ‘“Are you going to turn profes- 
sional?” Hogan: “No, no—tI 


wouldn't dream of it.” 


£600 for 
beaten 


P ; R ITTLE Bruce Tulloh, ’ track. No doubt thanking Had Pirle invited nim to, turn 
j ee L the dynamic, bare- | God for his victory. ms Penotning. ike. that.” o "ite ra 

: i i ar k rie in the ; 
| tr. le : foot midget, shattered the ieee he cmusacs ze. ordinary known Pi | 


world’s. finest distance Would Pirie be helping him in \4 


eee 


TOLOSA, Spain, Sunday 
ORDON PIRIE was beaten 
here today in his second 

race as a professional. 

He gave Chiquito de Arruiz 
125 metres start in 10,000 metres 
round the: local: bull-ring, and 
finished about 45 yards behind 
the Spaniard. 

Pirie’s ‘time: 3lmin. 58sec. 
Pirie’s pay: about £600. 

Pirie, 5 to 2 on favourite in 
heavy betting before the race, 
cut down De Arruiz's start lap by 
lap, but by the middle of the 

, event odds had swung right the 
other way. 

“Ttwas a-very hard race,” said 
Pirte. 

“Running in a bull-ring re- 

| quires a special technique, which 
Chiquito undoubtedly has 


moctarert 


i 
4 


champions on the blood- 
red track of the Army 
Stadium in Belgrade on 
Saturday. 

Forget the time. Tulloh 
will bring us the world 
record later. 

Remember that sprint 
finish—an incredible 150 
yards, fabulous, incredible, 
and impossible—except for 
Tulloh. 

Those last yards were 
excruciating, 20 nising 
torture for that frail body. 

But helped. by the thrill 
of ultimate triumph, Bruce 
staggered through | the 
tape, savoured the delirious 
| moment of truth, then lay 
his shattered body on the 
green turf bordering the 


The real story is that training? “ Oh, no 


guts, sacrifice, sweat and 
tears beat the brawn and 
bludgeoning that is Iron 
Curtain sport, and that 
Britain is in the lead in 
distance running. 

We can win against any 
nation in a team race of 
six runners. Take the 
Bolotnikovs and the 
Halbergs away from the 
other countries, and they 
are second-rate by com- 
parison. 

We can raise our glasses | 
and hoist the Union Jack | 
today—thanks to barefoot 
Bruce, .and-— the most | 
fabulous 5,000 —- metres | 
vietory I have ever seen. | 


Hogan peeled the tape from toes 


which had just twinkled round 
the track leaving the rest of the 
field standing in their spikes. 


“My ambition is the European 


Games, running. for Ireland. 


FAME NOTE, Metcalfe strode 

back to the dressing-room 
after his great treble with 
Gordon Pirie, now a cub athletics 
reporter, loping beside him, note- 
pook and ball-point in hand. 

4s this odd interview-on-the- 
march passed)» me, a cynical, 
Oxford-accented voice asked: “TI 
say, John — who’s that with 
Adrian Metcalfe?” , 

That’s how it is when a new 
star is born, though this. one’s 
more like a sun.’ _ 


;runner who finished. 


2 miles “at J edburgh. 


,~8. On the far right Gordon Pirie starts off in the professional 
The runners behind him are in fact just leaving their handicap 


marks, almost a lap ahead. Pirie could not catch them. 


'JEDBURGH BORDER GAMES| 


In; spite of the lack of sunshine—! 
‘it-was_ a dull, cold day—over 40C0} 
attended the Annual Border Games 
sat Riverside, this being 500 more 
;than in 1961. Gordon Pirie, mak- 
jing his debut as a professional run- ! 
; ner in Britain, would attract many, 
but it was 27-years-old David 
Walker, an Edinburgh accountant 
who thrilled the crowd with his 
great speed as he thrust from the 
“back mark of 4 yards to win the 
£200 120 yards sprint and then, ten 
minutes later, do it again as he 
won the British Professional 120 
yards Championship in 11.70 secs. 

Pirie, on the other hand, did not 


impress, In a specially arranged 
finvitation mile event, where, from 


¢scratch, he was set to give the 
| present British One Mile champion, 
;J. Tinnion of Dearham, 35 yards, 
j}and the strong running Brother- 
} stone of Gordon, 40 yards, he made 


fno impression. Brotherstone won 


in 4 mins. 10.5 secs., while Pirie 
was fourth in 4 mins. 18.75 secs. 

| In the Two Miles event Pirie ran 
; Without making any impact on the 
large field and never overtook a 
After the 


| racing he said he could not get any 


i 


spark into his running and was 
surprised at the high standard at 
the Games. Quite properly, Wal- 
ker was awarded the medal for the 
most meritorious performance in 
the afternon. 


+. . ° 
No highland fling 
iw . . 
for Pirie 

ORDON PIRIE, former Olym- 
{\F pic champion, failed in his 
first professional appearance in 
Scotland yesterday. He was beaten 
in both the mile and two mile 
events at Jedburgh Border Games. 

He delighted the crowd with some 
spectacular Jimbering-up exercises, 
and was evens favourite with the 
bookmakers, but he was asked to do 
too much by the handicapper. 

In a specially framed mile he had 
to give up to 45 yards to top’ men in 
professional circles, and made no 
show. 

In the two miles Pirie, giving 
starts up to 310 yards, was boxed in 


among the runners off the long marks | 
and had no one to pace him properly. | 


He was beaten by more than 100 
yards. 


Gordon Pirie did not please a 
great many people by his run- 
ning and yet it is difficult to know 


what the crowd expected. In the 
first place, one would expect the’ 
edge to have gone off his racing, 


certainly in comparison with his 


amateur days when he would be: 


at it every day. As it was, his 
time of 4 minutes 18 seconds was 
quite a good time. Had all the 
runners gone from scratch, it 
might have been a better race. 


ig KESWICK = 


Mins. 7.8 Secs. Not Fast Enough 
to Beat Handicap 


rm 


Holiday Event 


“OR teur four-minute miler Gordon Pirie took 
foe ce caiplace to a comparatively unknown youngster 
bi Kecwick’s annual August Monday sports ard are 
“attempted to crack Bathgate runner Michael Glen's 
4mins. 7 secs. British professional mile record. inet 

‘Over 10,000 people watched the race, the, expe a 

ighlight of the afternoon, and Pirie’s pee ae 

“that of 19-year-old Alan Moody who beat JERE ee 
‘spice to an already ‘exciting afternoon in whic 


handicapping of Mr. W. Twentyman, Workington, pro- 
‘duced some extremely clogs fuse 
Nrie’s first) appearance O1* 
Hoeetiethoon in’ the half&mile 
was more of a “‘limbering up’ | 
and he failed to qualify for the 
final. after running off scratch; 
| in his heat which was won by} 
J. Marrs, Carlisle, off 55 yards. | 
In the. mile event Pirie was) 
again off scratch in company | 
with J. Tinnion (Dearham), J.| 
Brotherston and Glen. In the | 
second lap he fought off a chal- } 
lenge from Tinnion, left the! 
back. markers © and running) 
strongly, pushed - through. the | 3 = 
field. He was unable however, | : mee | 
to’ overhaul Moody, who start-| - ! 
ed off'85 yards, and the Scots- | iC K T 
man, running extremely well, | , 
beat: him to- the post by 10) 
yards. Pirie’s time was 4 min. | 
7.8) sec.’ ue a 
- Afterwards Pirie comment-} 
ed: ‘This is only my second | 
race of the. season and I was, 
quite pleased with my perform- | 
ance. Normally I would have 
- yun six races by this time. He 
commented that the track, 
which being grass and rather’ 
soft, did not. provide» much; 
“lift,” could make 5 seconds 
difference in a mile and added| 
“J: think that given the right| 


nace 


= 


; idi jon of Gordon, Pirie as 
tches the long-striding action 0+ on Pirie as. 

he tocee ope ii the mile in which he just failed 2 Rea iced 

Scottish runner, A. 8. Moody, who had a -start o ' 


MONDAY SPORTS) 
IN THE KESWICK FITZ PARK, | 
"ON MONDAY, 6th AUGUST. | 


Commencing at 1-30 p.m. 
AND CHALLENGE CUPS, . 
Mile and 3 Mile 


| as ee 
i i ee 


£500 IN PRIZES 


i 
1 


| i tch, Half Mile, 
conditions, Tinnion could i CYCLING: Quarter Mile Scratct 7 
: yen mel NG: | : 
a four minute mile in a scrate Handicaps. rds, 220 yards, Quarter Mile, Half Mile and 
Pir FOOTRACING: 100 yards, } E 
; Pirie also commented on the pelt) i a 
i | general atmosphere of the ile ca 


event and the high standard of 
sportsmanship among the run- 
ners against whom he compet- § 
ed. : r Ee 


i d Junior. ne 
a FELL RACING: Senior an “a 
WRESTLING; 103 Stone, 12 Stone, and All Weights. Reeogn 
Costume Only. Boys’ 190 Yards Handicap. 


The competitors will include the world famous athlete, 


GORDON PIRIE. 


li 

& Stalls n Field £2 each. Catering, Ice Cream and Mineral Rights | 
0 ’ | 
Reserved. : No Gambling. 


whe panei. \oegpeart ts jas ae 4 


Moody, of 


, s. 
\ supporter accompanies A. S- f 
| Galashiels. over the line when he beat Gordon Pirie in the mile at 
| Keswick Sports on Monday. 


An __ enthusiastic 


_ 


Aboard S.S. Canberra in the Indian Ocean, Sunday 


peDON Glare bound for Australia to 
_sive television commentaries on the 
ppire paies, has accepted an official M.C.C 
nvita Lon oo put England’s cricketers through 
- ugh physical training course in the nine 
ays before we dock at Fremantle. 
ied he one of Britain’s greatest athletes and now 
“pr ional, will ask no fee for being in tot te 
one hour per night. Gey arre 
|. He has the blessing of ski i 
Bedser and 60-year-old ea eg Reise pd ince tae 5 alg 


» Cowan said: “This 
A : was to have: bee j 
pam delighted a young man of Pirie’s one an job, but I 
prepared to.step in.” ndous ability is 
Dexter got the idea-as so 
O ral} ] . on as he di ke 
eas gue tourist class, He made the suggest rat des 
Ae i ight, but got no detinite answer. paren, cocktal) 
saiaares aaa behalf, I repeated the invitation and Piri 
provided they sre Wop ns ,2 WOuld be delight fale 
y are prepared for it to be tough, es * help, 


Dexter demands 


“I must step it u l 
; St step it up gradually b S ‘ 
no idea what training really means” T suspect cricketers have 


two players for staying in bed instead of appearing at breakfas 
ft 


law, but I expect | 
d to start fhie day 


From IAN WOOLDRIDGE. drill Ser geant 


Sef moving ! Freddie Triewen, 


| 7) RED 
./ 1! TRUEMAN, like his 


(Fearsome) 


M.C.C. colleagues aboard the 
Australia-bound s.s. Can- 
berra. is getting. fit. the 
« Gordon (Puff-puff) Pirie 
way. 
Pirie holds a daily prog 

of exercises as vigoréts an these 
that made him the iron-man of 


eS 


Fos BEES 
~! GORDON PIRIE. . | 
he will run the daily 

physical training, __ 


| the world’s. athletics track 
England’s cricketers a nding 
ear tough. - Bs eee 
And here Gordon (Fearsome) 
Pirle pats afew unnecessary 
inches around the middle - of 
a (Puff-puff) Trueman. 
_the message is plain: “ M 
eel cP tion before you start 
g ‘ 
ne Acie thunderbolts at 


, 


} 
} 


| 
' 


“Pirie has ‘kindly volun- 
teered to get him fit 
aqain.” 


Leave it 


to the 


cricketers, Pirie 


RUST Gordon Pirie, the Thin Man of Athletics, 


T to upset the M.C.C.'s 


fat cricketers. Why is 


| it Gordon so often departs with a sour note? 
His farewell gesture to amateur athletics was to 
smear the sport he had enjoyed and to destroy 


much of the adulation of his many fans. 
Gordon was invited to help the M.C.C. players to 


get fit aboard the s-.s. Canberra. t 
ked at Perth, Pirie told Australian 


party disembar 


reporters that some of our cric 


paunchy. 


Three days after the 


kketers are unfit and 


“Some of them have the old-fashioned idea that physical 


fitness has nothing to do with 
lean against, the bar.” 
Pirie is a physical fitn 


ericket and think it better to 


ess fanatic. That’s okay for Gordon 


if he likes it, but £ doubt if many of our cricketers would 


paunch. ; 


The build 


Maurice Leyland and Lestie 
Ames were well covered, too. 

Colin Cowdrey isn’t a thin 
man, but what a great fielder 
neat to forget that he 

irie seems e 

is built like a greyhound. 
Other sportsmen are built like 
St. Bernards or buli-dogs or 
even dachshunds ! Ba 

As for our. cricketers takin 
a drink aboard ship, we 
what's wrong with that ? 
Pirie shouldn’t be concerned 
so long a va seit eee! that 
! be- should take up 3 
| All thet. matters is that ‘Ted 
. Dexter, England's skipper, 1s 

with his 


runner’s punishing training schedule. 


MCC’s Guilty 
Men—Pirie 


GORDON PIRIE said in Mel- 
pourne to-day that he was 


GPUINDOHED 


From IAN WOOLDRIDGE | 
Aboard S.S. Canberra in 
Indian Ocean, Tuesday. 
FITNESS fanatic Gordon 
- Pirie is in the process of” 
producing the toughest — 
M.C.C. team ever to invade 
Australia.. Dae 
But’ you would 
ifs-you™ saw. 
the pigves sag 
chairs, 


an agonisin 
ing «schedule 
known to cricketers. - 
This. morning they had to-run» 
six times round the ship—two > 
miles—in a temperature  of« 
85. deg.’ ~ Sais! 


Tug strike 


Cold-eyed Pirie had no mercy even . 
-on Freddie Trueman, who, 
started last. and fell farther and _ 
farther behind. 3 . 

\Some players, I suspect, would be 
near high-sea routing: if Dexter 
were less of a disciplinarian. | 

But Dexter leads ‘them enthusl- § 
asti¢ally and cheerfully endures. | 
Pirie’s promise : “ You. will feel; 
even worse in the next three — 
days, but then you will begin to 
understand what real fitness 
means.” t 

Players are relieved that the game: 

in Colombo tomorrow means & 

Pirie-less day—unless the eS ; 
men’s lightning strike, whic. H 
started there today, means the | 


men. 
After all, the M.C.C. are in« 


not to. compete in the marathon 


\ of the Empire Games at Perth |. 


FROM 
Coron PIRIE 


Lea by 
dedicated Captain: 
| have every 
contidence Wn the 
lgan, iron-hara 


“| just can't wait to -get awful 
Pirie at the nets” 


not worried about any resent- 
ment by members of the MCC 


team over his’ comments on | 
their lack of enthusiasm for 


physical fitness. 


“1 only spoke for their own | 


good,” _said the professional 
athlete. who put the cricket 
tourists through their training 


paces during the sea voyage to ° 


Australia. : 

“At least five or six mem- 
bers of the England team really 
need a shake-up to make them 
realise their responsibility to 
their -country.—B.U.P. 


ranean 


his 


pas b sate | 


wasn’t in 
shape Id punch 
him on the nose ——~~ 


| 
} 
| fixture has to be cancelled. 


“Gordon Pirie today. 
gave the team the works 
in a first no-holds-- 
barred physical jerks 
half-hour. : 


Irrepressible 


Freddie ‘Trueman, 
‘irrepressible as ever, 
| particularly came under 
ithe sergeant - major’s 

eye when enthusiasm » 
| gave signs of wilting. 

But Freddie got his- 
ijown back during 24 
| knees bend session. 

| To his neighbour, the 
‘Reverend David Shep- 
' pard, he quipped: 

| @you do this for 
| | Gordon now and I will 
| ‘do it for thee on Sun- 


| day!” 


You're excused P.T. for a | 
week—Pullar's doing extra — 
; press-ups., ; 


such 


again. 


‘From J. L. MANNING, Perth, Sunday 
NE more = cash - paid 
~/ indiscretion by Gordon 
‘Pirie and he will be chucked 
‘out as an Empire Games 
‘commercial TV commentator 
as fast as he was cast aside 
by England’s cricket team. 
‘There is no intention of letting 
him upset the happiest, best 
presented and most thoroughly 


organised festival of sport I have 
‘ever attended. 


After” 10,000 volunteers raced 
torrential rain here today to spring- 
‘clean the streets of Perth, Pirie remained 


‘the only bushfly to be swatted. And he 
“was.” 


“You're a heel’ 


|. Miss Marea Hartman, manager of 
-England’s women athletics team, told me 
jshe had asked for Pirie to be banned as a 
‘correspondent if he makes another approach 
ito an, athlete to appear on Games TV 
‘programmes: . 

© She decided this after hearing Pirie’s explana- 
ition of @ report by 16-year-old Linda Knowles— 
Hornchurch, Essex, European bronze medal high 
jumper—that he had asked her to appear on TV 

“l.2. . ...: allegedly for “ pocket money.” 

This is against the. strictly- 
enforced’ regulations to protect 
amateur status. 
| Miss Hartman said: “ When 
Pirie-tried to say. it was only a 
joke I told him that Linda was 
only 16 and to have that sort of 
joke made him a heel. 

“We had a good row and I 
at. once told: my team-they were 
not to talk to him, reported it to 
England’s headquarters, warned 
other team managers and asked 
for his Press pass to be with- 
drawn if he approaches any 
other ‘athletes’ for TV inter- 
views.” 

There were witnesses of Pirie’s 
“joke,” but Brian Treasure, 
programme director of the TV 
station employing him for tHe 
Games ,said: 

“I shall look into this. If 
Pirie made «this approach it 
was unauthorised and in no cir- 
cumstances do we allow athletes 
to be paid or to be asked with- 
out permission of ‘their team - 
manager.” 


PIRIE DOES IT AGAIN! 


GORDON PIRIE has trouble for offering cash 
put his foot in it himself. 


After criticising ath- year-old schoolgirl high-_ as a television commen- 
letes who, he alleged, jumper, has reported tator on the Common- 
had accepted cash pay- Pirie to England's wealth games. 
ments, and then lashing women's team manager, Mis > Knowlesss of 
out at the England Maria Hartman, for Hornchurch, Es se x, 

cricketers, he is now in making her a financial realised that her 


inducement to appear 
on television. 


Linda Knowles, 16- Pirie is in Australia 


we amateur status would. 
be lost if she accepted’ 
3 MILES cash or even a present, 
Gordon Pirie summed up the first 2 miles and told her team 
of this event, which was to have been the manager. 4 
greatest 12-lap race of all time, as the dullest ¢ 
exhibition of top class running he had ever 
seen. As Gordon has done a little running 
himself. I can only second his opinion. I realise 
that it was hot, yet a first mile of 4.35 and a 
second of 4.43 was very slow indeed. 
For the record, the early “pace” was set oy 
Pat Clohessy, who alternated in the lead with 
Alby Thomas, K. Keino and Eddie Strong. The 
latter was in charge until the middle of the 
10th lap, when Bruce Kidd shot ahead in a 
bid to break up the field. However, with title 
holder Murray Halberg close on his heels and 
the rest, like a pack of wolves. hot in pursuit. 
he failed to achieve his object. Had Kidd main- 
tained that burst for another 30-40y he might 
have made it. 
So the field continued its merry way past the 
bell in 12.40. With about 330 to go, Halberg 
took off. He sprinted right away from the field 
and there was nothing that anyone could do 
about it. The only ones who kept really going 
were Kidd, Bruce Tulloh and Ron Clarke, 
who had run a “quiet” race until the last 300y. 
Tulloh. running on his own pair of tough 
soles, had trailed the field for most of the 
journey and now tried to exploit his finishing 
power. For a while silver glittered in front of 
him, but in the last 40y he was passed by 
Clarke on the outside and Kidd on the inside. 
Seeing that Clarke had established a 3-4y lead, 
Kidd gave in content with 3rd. 
Halberg’s last lap was estimated at a shade 
inside 53.8. the last mile in about 4.15. After 
the race he waved to the crowd, then ran to 


rai 
o 
i=] 


the fence to kiss his wife and 2-year-old 
daughter Greta. 

1, Murray Halberg (NZ) ............. 13:34.2 
2,. Ron Clarke (AUS) acs cacaciowsexonanas 13:36.0 
3. Bruce Kidd (Can) ........ astwerine Late 
4, Brace: Tulloh (Eng). ...acsovceccne- 13:37.8 
5. Albert Thomas (Aus) were, 1SId06 
6, Eddie Strong (Eng) sc: cseessan esr 13:41.4 
7, P. Clohessy (Aus) 13:42.0; 8, D. Ibbotson 
(Eng) 13:44.0; 9, J. Anderson (Eng) 13:44.0; 
10, A. Anentia (Ken) 13:47.0; 11, K. Keino 
( 


) 13:50.0; 12, A. Cook (Aus) 14:17.0; 13, 


> 
Zz; 


Ngatia (Ken) 14:33.0; 14, A. Fyfe (Gib) 
A 


tar 


Poy 
~ 


PIRIE IN AUSTRALIA 


PEQEESIOUAT running authorities in 
Australia are hoping to induce Gordon 
‘Pirie, who is living in a. Melbourne suburb, 
to race as a “pro” this season. Gordon wants 
‘a solid guarantee—£A1,000, I understand. 

Professional running is a pretty “dead” affair 
nowadays, and confined mostly to Victoria. It 
lacks “name” runners; and anyway, people 
ijust- are not interested in it. 
| This season there has popped up a good 
‘miler (if times are to be believed) in Harty 
‘Downes, from Portland, Victoria. Harry, in his 
‘home town on December 29th, won a mile 
ihandicap from the scratch mark in 4:04.0, 
‘setting a “world pro record”. The old mark 
was 4:06.2 by Peter Sheales in 1961. i 

A clash between Pirie and Downes might 
‘attract a few thousand, if staged ‘in one of the 


You will, for sure, 


Yow ve nothing to lose but your tums 


sweat as you bend and 0 a 
ili ur muscles will make them stiff and weak. 

oe on wk wear a track suit and if you want to — 

trim and neat, wear Gordon's own, specially designe 

light-weight, figure-enhancing, leisure suit from £4. ‘ 

Red trimmed with blue, or navy trimmed with white. Buy 

them direct from Gordon Pirie. 


WUALY ANivE: 


SAE emanate 


marae 


i ing? Eyes puffy; your 
ou looking—and feeling y 
La brent a bit puffy too? Vision wobbly? Have bois 
an uninterrupted view of your feet? If you ve a . — 
more than No, you need to be nase a age Pe es 
better to do the taking than top athle oe ieee 
t i fitness business all his lite, 
Gordon, who’s been in the a pee) 
aki i fitness and has worke 
now making a business of € Me aed by the 
series of schedules which he claims can Rinne ee 
jddle-aged or old with equal ease for eq 
young: Gaching, according to Gordon, 1s out. i any 
controlled breathing, mobility and isometric (that foo ne aed! 
exercises and, if you want to be in absolute tip-top 4 
nce exercises too. : 
ee ae madam) are probably suffering co 
lungs. "With four-fifths of your breathing agen nee 
i llecting dust and dirt, can you won! er y' 
arse isn’t pifsciently ree apa pees ryan a = 
ish? A few weeks of Pirie's sche 
sre oh be flowing bright and clear, and your figure 
i xt to its normal shape. ‘ r : 
ee Sse tone Gordon has devised ear = 
which the body provides its own resistances, ore holies oo 
I itti at your desk, in a car, or €v ying | J 
a ae ae next time you want to ease the strain after 
a couple of solid hours desk-crouching: . 
» ‘Still sitting, clasp your hands — ip eas 
ll your arms forwat \ 
hapa St omaaen 2 it’ this sort of simple, 
ix. Ah, ha relief. And it’s on 
oni asda’ ott that Pirie’s at wilt poagraen 
i d the stren of wi 
ON ee pave one For encouragement, Gordon 
out when -you’ve bought them. For et tte 
ised simple control tests with progre ; 
eee sates shaping. When you ve acne Te 
self-chosen fitness goal, you ee do the minimu 
i keep you up to standard. — 
eee at foe t erncndlty initialled leather bo 
Fitness Schedules, write to Gordon Pirie aagiess! wee 
Purley, Surrey. Twelve weeks of regular exercise anda y 


irie i working on 
figure to be proud of ... Pirie 1s now } ng : 
paren for the Road schedules to bring motorists into HP app z 
form to drive. When these are ready they will be se te _t 
to all subscribers. That’s why the schedules are in a 


leaf binder. @ — TEEP 


GORDON PIRIE SPRINTA remarkable blending 


*Other shoes in the Gordon Pirie range flexibility, | An all 
include the Strida Track Shoe, Cross with the super slim 
Country and Supa Traina. Write for JM steel spikes, 


Gordon Pirie School of Athletics 


CLUBS - SCHOOLS - COLLEGES - 


Appointments are now being 
during 1964. 


UNIVERSITIES 
arranged for 
Applications for lectures. 
attendances should be received 
tion. 


personal visits to be made 
demonstrations, periodical 
as soon as possible. Fees upon applica- 


PRIVATE 


Individual Training Schedules arranged and supervised over any 
se - ; : : al 3 

period. Kindly apply with fullest details of 

Gordon Pirie’s personal 


per month for dur 


your requirements for 
attention. Entrance Fee £2 2s. Od. and 10s. 6d. 
ation of personal supervision. 

For Ladies and Gentlemen not 
prepared the nationally 
send for Brochure. 


actively engaged in Athletics we have 


advertised executive Fitness Schedules. Please 


SPORTSWEAR 


The . tord Pirie * c S 

Ben Gordon Pirie Track and Leisure Suits. also Gordon Pirie 
rack } 2s are fa- 2 } ‘ lj ] 

ack Shoes are featured in a brilliantly designed range of sportswear 
Available in the Spring. ; - 


= oes ay . a 
RUNNING WILD. Gordon Pirie’s autobiography (21 
at 10 6. Yo celebrate the commencement of a school 
being given to all who make application to join the sc 


-) on sale for Christmas 
an autographed free copy js 
hool before 20th December. 


Enquiries and applications : — 


The Secret . * ) ~ : mes the other three-mile runners in® 
cretary, GORDON PIRIE (Fitness) Ltd., Purley, Surre: INTRODUCE THE 4 the § & of 
/ eas 5! Running around all. 


OLYMPIC 


Saxonclad know-how plus personal 
styling by Gordon Pirie have com- 
bined to produce this advanced 
conception in design. 


A completely new 
method of manufac- 
ture produces the 
Sprinta at less than 
5oz. Designed by 
Gordon Pirie, with 


of strength with 


British made shoe 


RETAIL 97/6 PAIR 


The Olympic tailored ‘slim-line’ 
Suit can be used equally well for 
teaching or gymnastics. 


OTHER STYLES ARE AVAILABLE 
IN BRI-NYLON FROM ONLY 5 GNS. 


SEND FOR NEW 1965 ILLUSTRATED 
BROCHURE (PRICES ARE DOWN) 


All garments in the 
Saxonclad range are 
also available in 
women's sizes 


“Helanca. 
BRI-NYLON 


[ Re Ne Py pee ee 


I[HE swar thy BE 


handled umbrella LS 
on stage at’ the Whi te 
City Stadium, Lond 


me... call me his advis: 
GORDON PIRIE leaned on 
the word delicately, while, 
examining at close range’ 
the features of his runner 
MIKE WIGGS who’ had 
just. cantered three miles’ 
perilously close to a world 
record. ; . 5 
Until Pirie, helped by a discreet) 
ush or two, had» arranged 
imself at the centre of ‘dis- 
Ros : = em oi We cussion;,.. Wiggs. had» been: 
oe SA : See Sees SE explaining is remarkable: 


Wiggs and Pirie after the brisk three miles at White City. 


imperious wave of the hand at: 


winter—and where has it” got 
them ?” rei 


‘The insults 


| Wiggs of the cat eyes and Her 

} Bfiott physique, grinned, © | * 
i“ There is no one to ‘touch him! 
; over a mile in this country,, 
; and only Bruce Tulloh can give: 
| ~ him a race over: three miles,’”) 
|. said Gordon, warming up. : 


| “He does the work, I give advice. 
Sometimes I insult him. That’s 
why he’s a bit distant now and 
then. But it works. Look. at 
Herb _ Elliott Without — his 
coach Percy Cerutty he was use- 
tess. Useless ! 

“Do. you. know,” said . Pirie, 
“there was an official out 
there today who stopped ;me 
shouting Mike’s lap. times. 
Nonsense ! Ga 

“I have run at the White City 

and always had the lap times 

called. , The Russians do it) 

But this is Britain ‘with: its 

traditions to uphold.” ~ With a 

smile like a sabre-toothed 

crocodile he gestured in’ the 
general direction of official- 
om. 


Pirie and the His ambition 


Wiggs, whose time was only a 
split second outside Pirie’s best 


7 7 performance, got in a word. or 
two. He wants to run both the 
; 5,000 metres and the’ 1,500 


metres in the Tokyo Olympics. 
“He can beat Halberg and: run 


£4 

Ky . = 7 a 3min. 56sec. mile,” inserted 

; Pirie. ¢ 

train if 0 iD Wiggs the pupil looked at Pirie 
the master he now seems 
destined to outshine. “In ‘to 


ae Dp 

‘QUTILL training together—Gordon Pirie iam eens has a ere 
Stee ane the \ .”" said 26-year-o) s 

and Anne pase ne erie aie " Byerybo a a Jaro ss 

on’t be allowed- to coach im» kick them.” fi 

nope ene t could be that Pirie will kick 
Tokio. ‘Wiggs to something the master 
Auburn-haired Anne, 22-year-old-London could never achieve himself 


schoolteacher and Britain's bef-ever)* ° > 2° Olympic gold medal. 
at the 800 metres, says she owes. her 
success to Pirie—but the Women’s 
AAA have banned him from advising 
her during the Olympies, 
Jill then, however. Pirie stays in charge. 


b 


Trainee Tokio—meda! hope Anne Smith with her coach. 


ne oe 


CRUMP: 


- BOARD 
SECRETARY 


Requires 
fitness 
proof 
from 
~ Tulloh 


By TERRY O'CONNOR 


' (AORDON PIRIE last night made 
one of his characteristic outbursts, 


blasting Britain’s 


athletic selectors 


over their Olympic team choice. 

Pirie hit out on behalf of the athletes who 
‘face further weeks of agony wondering what 
‘they must do to earn a trip to Tokio, 


"ford and John Boulter ar 


| lete 
, Olympic Games and won a 


Bruce Tulloh, Mike Wiggs, David Jones, Peter Rad- 
e€ among those still to gain 
+ places. 


Pirie, a controversial ath- 
who ran in three 


Silver medal in the 5,000 
metres in’ Melbourne in 1956, 
is NOW a coach. He said: 

“Team manager Pat Sage has 
repeatedly condemned timid 
running. and called for more 
aggression and domination. Yet 
it is the back runners who have 
been favoured by the selectors. 

“In future I will tell athletes 
not to worry whether they take 
five minutes for a mile, providing 
they win.” 

It is natural Pirie should be 
bitter by the non-selection of his 
protégé Mike Wiggs, whose 
front running has helped so 
many athletes achieve fast times 
this season. 

He is also staggered by the 
nomination of Ulsterman Derek 
Graham for the 5,000 metres. 
Pirie is right. There is no logic 
to the preference of Graham 
Over Wiggs, 

Admittedly Graham has two 
good times this season but both 
were run behind Southern Irish- 
man Tom O’Riordan. 


BITTER 
CRITIC 
PIRIE: 

Demands 
sign of 

logic 
from 
selectors 


LOOK WHO'S cheering 
Ron Clarke to a new 
world record ? - Yes, it is 
Britain’s Gordon Pirie. . 


Now Clarke 
shatters 
10,000 
record 


HELSINKI, Wednesday.— 
Australian Ron Clarke 
continued his racing 
conquest of the world 
tonight when he sliced 
1.6 seconds off the world 
record for the 10,000 
metres. Clarke’s time: 
28min. 14sec. 

In the past 12 days Clarke 
has lowered the world mark 
for the three miles twice, the 
5,000 metres, and now the 
10,000 metres. 


Clarke, running tn ideal 
conditions at Turku near 
here, lowered his own record 
by L6sec. set up in Melbourne 

' in December 1963, ( 


Boe 


g readers’ choice Mary Rand and RODE Pe a a 
: “Neil Coles, John Surtees, Terry Downes, Janet eee es Eirle, Bere 2 Lg, pees le 


From left, Louis Martin, S Z pees = patie 
_Mary Rand, Ken Matthews, Robbie Brightwel! ' 


Clarke who finished ninth 
in the 5,000 metres in-dast 
year’s Tokyo Olympics, also 


holds the world record over 
six.and 10 miles. 

@ AT HOME Mike Wiggs ran 
the fastest three miles in 7 as: 
Britain this year when he f > — ee PF arte es 
won the Thames - Valley ney nen 3 - : : = ; : : * 


Harriers championship in 
ees 


13min. 23see. at Alperton. : ; eS 
een Clarke leads a lapped runner during the world-record 


Wiggs, who did. a four- 
minute mile on. Saturday, 
10,000m of 28min 14sec in Turku. Man shouting lap-time is Gordon Pirie 


said: “I can’t. wait » to 
annihilate Bruce Tulloh: and 


his tecord.” 


ordaon ririe 
coaches 
winners with 


PIRI 


holiday with his wife Shirley and two children when > 


GORDON PIRIE is to be 


FHSAC aGr0ss tilt 
Danube—hy Pirie 


By ROBERT TREVOR 


ordon Pirie, today revealed his escape from 
Russian tanks across the “Danube at Bratislava. 
Pirie, one of Britain’s greatest athletes was on 


the Red Army invaded. 

“He arrived home in Surrey 
at:'5 o’clock this morning. 

“Wwe decided tO. move on 
Wednesday when it-all began,” 
he said; *“and -had to drive 
alongside: columns cf Russian 
armour.to reach Bratislava. It 
took. hours. 

“When we reached . Brati- 
slava the Russians. were | 
guarding the bridgeover the P 
Danube. We waited for three 
hours. * 

“Once we scooted for 
as. guns opened up. 

“Czech students were march- 
ing through the streets with 
flags and slogans. They clam- 
bered onto Russian vehicles— 
and suddenly 2 melee developed. 


‘Sped for 


our lives’ 

“The tanks guarding the 
bridge moved to the trouble 
spot. By ‘this time several tour- 
ists. had gathered near the 
bridge. 

“With the way to Austria 
suddenly opened temporarily, 
we hurriedly formed a convoy 
and sped for our lives before 
the tank returned. i 

“T had spent a lot of time i 
with Emil Zatopek during our 
stay. On Saturday he was 
playing with the kids. We were 
swimming. 

“There was freedom in the 
air and people were laughing 


cover 


in the sun. : 
x : { 
‘Like Hitler’s 


hordes ’ 


* But Zatopek told me the 
Russians would not allow this 
to continue. Prophetic words. 
He was right. | 

“Now the world should ban | 
the Russians and their hench- 
men from the Olympics. What 
they have done is brutal. 

“They threatened to boy- 
cott the Olympics over South 
Africa—yet they are now in a 
worse position. The free world 
should ban them. 

“They. are like Hitler’s 
hordes, It’s the Czechs today, 
and if ‘they get away with this 
they’ll be everywhere tomor- 
row. 

“I was in Melbourne when 
they sacked Budapest. And if 
I had been aware of what they 


’ ROLL MEETING PROMOTERS @ 


E A £357 RACE 


against the Russians on Sep- 


by Ross MeWhirter 


will be boxing and a rock ‘n’ 
roll demonstration—in Stock- 
hatm'c Olvmoicr CGtaditnm tater 


to Sweden on Monday and 
hope, if permission is granted, 
to run at Malmo on Tuesday 
pla ef ery aa Sy a 


SS Apes ee eee ol ce 


offered a thousand dollar tember 19. 
race against Swedish 1,500 Federation, will shatter Herb Pirie, who says that this Lon- 
metres champion Dan Waern. ett By world mile mark of don meeting would be his fare- 
i P min, 54. i : a 
The £357-fer-victory offer ere passes well, is well aware that to run 
Pirie, who was excluded from 
comes from a firm of Stock- iti against Waern for prize money 
toealh the British teams that lost to A “ 
holm professional sports pro- West. Germany and Poland would mean the immediate end 
moters who want to inciude tiny’ ; of his long amateur career. 
this. corie-mile.).two-man::race.,. (hd.me today «| Mave pot yet 
: 7 5 heard anything about this.” Waern is faced with a tax bill 
in an evening of assorted He went “!am-returning for double th i 
entertainment—other features a Ole at 2 8 samount oF his 


arrears. Swedish authorities are 
claiming £16,100 for the years 
1959 and 1960. Waern has said 


Stns esmtuids 


ne 


eRe PETRIE CARES Er iewt 


é rumpus—Anne 
g daughter, 


‘athletes here 
Anne Smith, 
anished*’ British 
¢o return in time 
sete. in. the 880 
eats of the Euro- 
ampionships on 
She. would. be 
her time. - + 
Hartman, manager of 
“women’s team, told 
it: “‘ Even if she turned 
he couldn’t run. I 
n her name from the 
Aships and, as far as I 


Serned, she is out.” 
Brith walked out of the 


Smith and her coach, Gordon Pirie, who 
out sightseeing and checking a point with o 
policeman in Budapest. 


Village after her coach, 


once she wi 
straight home 

allowed to take Dp 
Games. > if 
Marea Hartmann, an 
Britain’s women’s tea 
toni: biG a 


British athletes w' 
about Anne’s’ disa: 
they trained- hi 


today. : 
They know she motored | : 
days in advance ‘of the-r 
the British team’ so é 
hard in an attempt to ni 
her failure in Jamaica. 
TELEGRAM — 
She travelled with her 

Gordon Puie, a 


‘drawal means that another girl has 


missed - the opportunity of repre- 
senting Britain here. 


uarters, 


From PETER WILSON 


: “yj Aether she will “be ange of heart because 

Budapest Monday Sais run for her country | 2 Pirie, bors became. ill. 
, ary its Anne s 3 s 

aT aS ve efies Hartman told me_ th: 5 Hartmann 


= understood Gordon Pirie, for a (O° 

i in | ti ; trel_in British 

2 a been involved in ; time the stormy petrel. a 

Sosa Ss officials there. Eee pad: Eases = mee aie runa 

She sent a telegram to Miss ‘Hart- | en ts tee siere: allowe ‘i i sa 

man yesterday frem “Graz, ™ | one night, but Pirie: Se ont t 
Austria, saying she was on; her : 

way home with Pirie and: his Ae : 
; ver 800 metres OF 

Unbeaten over eee er Miss 

fastest -time— 


the would: have to 
modation. 


ene -- “ et ; 
Ugly Scene 


irl ched Miss Smith ror fase : 
Bay thirty-three girls Pirie has coa worl 0 
ente che ‘for the “900 metres here. | three years; she has equalled Word strike 


- eptr aver g 2 and broken British and 
One of her chiet pies ae is too Scropeat records: this year, : 


: id today: s {00 | ; i 
vnc adler over her departure. | But she failed Bb eae ee she 
T think she'll be back in time for j wealth Games? Jah a rather ugly. 
the race.” ware with a Jamaican official when 


bout i team- 
Mat ee aT Sto eae eer ikout. | going to. the aid of.one of her 
Cet Saree ae pencerned | mates who had collapsed at the end 


“its ot Annet Agut fher with: |of a race. “PIRIE DENIES 
HE PACED : 
ANNE SMITH & 


" 


Daily Telegraph Reporter 
Gordon. Pirie, the athlete, Foo 
denied yesterday that he had {ene 
given undue help.to Anne Smith, 
35, of Mitcham AC, who was dis- 
qualified after running fourth in 
| the Southern. ‘women’s | Cross- 
country championship at. Enfield 
| on Saturday... The rules -of ath- 
| letics forbid pacing by non-com- 
petitors. : 

Pirie said there was prejudice 
against Miss Smith, whom he 
coaches. “There is no right of, 
appeal and nothing. we can do, 
because there is no democracy 
in athletics.” 

Miss Smith, European half- 
mile record holder, said the dis- 
qualification was “ ridiculous.” 
She had seen Mr. Pirie only once 
during the race, when he was 
standing 20 yards from her. 

Mr. Frank Swallow, the referee 
said: ‘‘ Stewards all round the 
course complained about Mr, 
Pirie’s pacing.’ Miss Mabel Cot- 
ton, championship secretary, said 


itare ram 


P FREE! 


ORIENTEERING entails racing 
round a number of concealed check 
points in wooded country, finding the 
way by accurate use of map and : 
compass. Gordon Pirie, Britain's most 
successful orienteer (left), runs flat out, 
keeping check on his course with < 
compass in his right hand and map in 
his left, counting every pace as he goes 


HARES ALWAYS LOSE 
IN ORIENTEERING 


. _ Express Staff Reporter | GORDON PIRIE 
| (LORDON PIRIE, 37, ex-holder of fiye world | WINS ‘KING OF 


a It’s called orienteering, and everybody can take part —from 
| Gordon Pirie, racing around the five-mile course a 
| full speed, to a family on a Saturday hike 


records, Olympic silver medallist, and now a | 1? 
professional athlete who is barred from competing FOREST? RACE | ‘9 
eee athletics, dons a British tracksuit again Gordan Pirie, a athlete, yes- pee 
terday won the individual seni rte : 
, £0 a Benreits! oe ; men’s event in the British Bien: 2 eo e ® 
e is leading the first British team to compete in tering... Federation's. ~~ second | | : 
the world orienteering championships which take chanipiohihios ReLeRe ae | | 1€ : mas 
place in a Scandinavian forest 100 miles south-east _, ford. Staffs. wae: ae C Re 
AES of Stockholm thisweekend. __,, He, .”om. |The “King of the Pee | 
These championships create | Ihr 50min 7sec, fiearlyeoneved e 
as much interest in Sweden as ; minutes ahead of his nearest ; } $ 
the Cup Final in Britain. Up to | Fival over the 12km course , ¢ ° 
now the sport of orienteering is enh ae ee 
hardly known in Britain, but it 5 ae en eae eae aes oe Soe . ~ 


Smin 40sec. 


will not be long before we are : : 
_ SENIOR WOMEN: 1 Mrs. H.__Hill 


7 i (Southern Navigators) i 27min 53sec; 
arse world championships o'Miss Ce McNeill. (Devizes) "“Inr Semin 


ec 3. Mrs D. Price (Edinburgh 
z : . 
Great skill 


hern Orienteering Club) Thr 33min 

“Orienteering is Britain’s 
newest and fastest-growing sport,” 
says Chris Brasher who, together 
with. many of Britain’s leading 


By TERRY O'CONNOR : ee 

GORDON PIRIE is a champion again. He won os LT ee 
i ing championship at-Hamsterley Forest, Durham, a pela 
orienteering hed in Lhr. 51min. 50sec. He has lost none 0 sin oe 
nt een IGE marked his performances on the world’s athletic : ; 


to six years ago. 


HH 


> 
3 

Se 

3 


j Miss K. ic ian Droobers) lhr < sous 7 
ex-athletes like Pirle, Bruce fulton, (Teignmouth G.S) Ihr 43min’ asec. TONS Behind Pirie. were sues 
artin yman, and John Dis ey, is “N ETERANS: T. Dooris (Southern Navi- f us Olympians as Chris 
GORDON PIRIE a passionate devotee. CSouth Ribble OC) ihe Somma  Seuett a Disley and 
- ++ challenging the best “It’s like a car rally without a ‘SE. Galle Ualegowen Oe Bens Brasher, John os 


| Tsec. 


_—_ OO Car... We charge around the woods - 
of Britain looking for red and white 
ags. ase 
“Tt sounds mad but it is a 
Sport of great skill like trying to 
solve’ a. crossword puzzle while 
running. around Hyde Park.. 

_ “It-all’ depends on: navigation. 
and. when you find a control first 
time you get the-satisfaction that 
Sir Francis Chichester must have 
felt when he sighted Cape Horn 
looming out of the mist. 

“It’s a sport for everyone from 
eight to 80 years old, a sport in 
which the intelligent. tortoise will 
always beat the hare.” 

. In Scandinavia, where orienteer- 


international distance 
runner Martin Hyman. Nor- 
wegian Knut Kjemhus was 


second. 

Speed is only ay 
factor in orienteer! 
rate map and comp 
can Save the time a 
the non-athletic. HES ‘ 

John Rix, one of Hine’ oe 

i e in 5 
gies, who ran a.muie, 
3.8sec. on Saturday, finished over 
an hour behind his tutor. 

Yesterday's course | in some 
5,000 acres of woodland was oer 

{ ah exceptionally . difficult terrain 


i roblems_ of 
| which added | to tie pros ens a 


contributory 
ng as -accu- 
ass reading - 
nd legs of 


ing is more popular than either | the competitors WO the 6j-mile 

athletics or cross-country, they are | 12 -check points ee ae 

very surprised: at the speed ; ; route. eds ® ge 

with which Pirie has picked _ Flourishing Fe . aa al AE tamale 

up the finer points of the A fully stamped card is essential Fhe British fe t World 
Oe reckon you have to start and some of the points, marked peted in the recen 


shite ag, were ° . i i i 
to eg reckon you have to start by a red and white Bae Sait Orienteering Championships i 
pion when he’ is eight or nine,” 
Says Aage Hadler, 24-year-old 
Norwegian who is the reigning 
world champion. ‘ But Gordon, 
who only started three years 
ago, ls a real threat. i 


gr spur, and ar auare by the Sweden. From aa agen 

The pata fou a fete but Pirie (28th), Geoffrey Pec 
tap ele in the past ae rice. : (19th), Hazel Hill, Anthony 
that He nee oe rok era the Walker (52nd), Pat Murphy. 
women’s, senior and inter- Carol Meneill, 


Booming ae events yesterday, eet Peter Simpson, : atte. Ge 
| py tte_ is (not expected to beat s\ 5,000 participate Sis Haines. Michael W ells-Cole (3: e 
| Hadler, but he will beat the e Within a Pied. bard Bone Jonathan Thomson (Sist), 
Eastern European athletes from ould have doubled. 5 


1. G, Pirie, ihr. 
K, Kjembhus, 1-54-09 


: Rod Tuck (manager). 
Women: 1. C. 


Hungary, East Germany, Bul- 
garia, and Czechoslovakia, 
There are no Russians entered 
as yet because eer don’t like 
competing in world champion- 
ships. ¥ until they are good 
enough to get into the top six. 
The sport is booming east of 
the Iron Curtain, but they | 
suffer from the fact that ail | 
large-scale: maps in their’ coun- | 
tries are classified as. military | 
secrets. | 
The-four British girls in the 
team, which*«has = been spon- | 
| soted by Glaxo - Laboratories, | 
| are as enterprising a bunch as | 
| Mbt tie find anywhere in the | 
| world :— , 


and 
-50 


7,—Men : 1 1. Smith, 
gna ss san J. McMartin. 


‘Teams.—Men : Southern Navigators. 


PAGE 26. DAILY MIRROR, Saturday, September: 111779 
Gordon Pirie, today Britain’s most 
successful orienteer, told me: “I was in 
Sweden this summer and ran 22 races 
in 20 days. The top Scandinavians 
hardly ever make a mistake in their 
_map reading; it’s second nature to them. 
| They don’t run that fast, but they are 
‘very consistent, while I tend to rocket 
around and make a lot of mistakes.” 
Even so, he and the other members 
of the British team are catching up. 
This summer in the Euro-meeting he 


Flash? 
oo Not this 
Gordon 


aa VLADIMIR KUTS, the 
came seventh and the British team did : BO 65 aE Ee Deut ne 
better than any other non-Scandina- PN a 60CC*O™:~C~«~is«~S«Cd mpc, is ead. 
vian country, coming fifth in the over- : ; Derek. Inver Fe 


aa 


» former world mile record 
| holder, is now a portly 
middle-aged businessman, 


\ | 

ig [Bat abe ee parle; Multi-world record breaker, Gordon 
f 

r 

F 


all placing. wn ; Me 

Boe eerie at Pirie. Silver medallist 1956 Olympic 
talented trio who do 

} nied middie-distance ran- 5000 metres. 

| ning 25 years ago, is still 

| a competitive athiete, al- 

| though in his 48th year. 


\a 


Leader | 


Be has turned up in} 
Tampere—a town known | 
as the Manchester of 
see Finland—to lead the New 
Zealand team in the; 
world orienteering cham- 
pionships and, as usual, 
: Gordon has done it the 
j hard way. 

Some of our young 
or athletes» who are always 
looking for the golden 

; handshake and the Rolis- 
ie |: Royce treatment, might 
learn from Pirie’s spar- 
tan attitude. 

For the last -three 
months he has been 
i working in Norway as a 
hres | lumberjack, to help pay 
The for his trip. . t 

ie *¥- competed vin’ the 


first world orienteering 


oe ata championships in Finland 
thirteen years ago,” said 
| ees Gordon. ' 
j “1 had to -compete’. 


an nt RR LRT RI at eh a ml at 


arse again this time. I en- 
joyed this country so 
much when I was an 
Olympic athiete.” 
Gordon wanted to be 
the first to ween for 
ees the championships. hwhich 
will comprise more than 
200 competitors from 21 
countries. And he was. 


Cycled 


Be travelled from Nor- 

way to Sweden, crossed 

by boat to Turku, a town 

on the west coast of Fin- 

Jand where he had many 

great. runs, and then 

actually cycled the 100 

miles from Turku to 

" Tampere, where the 

- championships open to- 
morrow. 

Pirie’s cycling time 
from Turku? Jusi five 
hours. 

No. first-class — hotel 
room either for Gordon 
Pirie. He has been living 
in a tent, 

Pirie won't win,. but 

Pik the Iron. Man who 
thrilled us 25 years ago 
ov the track, is still very 
much a competitor. 


ENDLESS POST MORTEMS take place after a race—Chris Brasher, Chairman of the British Orienteering Federation 
(on the right), Martin Hyman (middle) and Gordon Pirie compare the routes they chose and the mistakes they made. 


leds ae 


cl NE tet : 
ee 


Flying start, from left, Charles Aznavour, 


Express Staff Reporter 


EL See woop tycoons 
are not what th 
used to : be anniy ie 
around in clouds of 
Haren cigar smoke and 
ying a si 
pitts 2 izeable 
Now, in storms M 
Richard Zanuck; at 33 
the lean Brando-esque 
production head’ of 
Twentieth Century-Fox. 
He arrived in Rome to 
check _ Progress on his 
Olympics epic, “The 
Games.” And at first 
light next morning took 
his’ stars — Michael 
Crawford, Ryan O'Neal 
= ce bai Aznavour— 
out to t 
wenee rack for a 
With them too w 
the film’s techaieer 
adviser, Gordon Pirie. 
For Zanuck, the 
morning run was 
routine. Back home he 
does a five-mile daily 
Jog round the studio lot, 
accompanied by. such 
cutives as can’t thi 
of a decent exeuse. = 


Michael. Crawford, Richard Zanuck, Ryan O'Neal 


and 


Gordon Pirie 


ia 


[sa 


STE ONE F, 
} 
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Pirie speaks with spiked ton 


(GORDON PIRIE, Britain’s 
celebrated middle- 
distance runner. and 
controversial personality 
of 1951-61, — recently 
made a brief visit from 
New Zealand, where he 
still “lives, eats and 
breathes athletics.” 


Now 49, his 6ft lin frame is 
as lean as ever (“I am still 
at my best running weight of 
10!5 stones”) but his spikey 
crew-cut has been replaced 
by a. generous length of hair. 
The personality, though, is as 
spikey and intriguing, as it 
was 25 years ago. . 

Fit? I'll say I am. I’ve run 200,000 
miles in the past 40 years, and 
¥ still run for an hour most 
days, four hours sometimes. 

A slow smile, with no trace of 
melancholy, creased his. lined 
face when I explained the diffi- 
culty of finding his room at a 
West London. college. 

“ Gordon who?” asked a student 
when I inquired for Pirie’s 
whereabouts. “Is he a new 
teacher or something?” 


Proud memories 


In his day. Gordon Pirie was 
feared on the major running 
tracks of the world. so what 
are his proudest memories? + 

“Setting a world 5,000 metre 
record and beating Vladimir 
Kuts in doing so... 

“Running one of the first. four- 
minute miles and beating Peter 
SneH>...- : 

“Bunning against the greatest 
of them all, Zatovek. on- six 
occasions — and beating him 
three times.”> . 

The range of Pirie’s career, and 
its longevity. are thé’ features 
of which he is now most prond. 
“Twas in the British team for 
JL. years, running everything 
from.800 metres to a world re- 
cord for 20 miles. ; 

“YT won the national cross coun- 
try by 1-07 minutes, which was 
then the biggest-ever margin,” 

Pirie’s recent visit to Britain was 
to promote the “Veteran Olym- 
pics” to be staged next 
January at Christchurch, New 
Zealand. “ These Veteran 

Games. will be more devil-may- 
care and enjoyable than the 
normal ones. 

One competitor in the 100 metres 
will be a New Zealander whe 
lost a leg. from below the knee, 

| at: Tobruk.” 

Pirie did not. always win in his 
heyday, and he was not always 
right in his outspoken com: 
ments. But he did win a lot of 
races, and had a lot ta say 
— some of it probably right. 
Here are his current thoughts 
on jmportant topics. ~ 


No Moscow 


Should British athletes compete 
at the Moscow Olympics? “ No. 
Athletes suffer from tunnel- 
vision, the same as I did as a 
young man. They think the 

_ world revolves around their 

| yunning and world _ records, 

| rather than moral ethics. One 
day they will realise it 

| doesn't.” i 
How do British athletes of today 

compare. with your era? 

| “Their times are better. and 

| so they should be. because 

| tracks and training facilties are 
better. ; 

“But -facilities aren't everything 
and youngsters can be spoiled 
by being spoon-fed. [ started 
out with one pair of RAF can- 
vas» shoes and one pair of PT 

' shorts, 


‘Pirie in his heyday . .-. 


beating the Hungarian 


Szabo by 1-200th of a Second after two gruelling 
miles in May, 1958. 


‘In my day, Britain had a world 
superiority at middle - distance 
—Bannister, Chataway, Brasher, 
Ibbotson and Tulloh.- Now 
British * talent is more spread 

- out. We've got a.world class 
shot-putter in Capes; a sprinter 
in Wells.” 


What are your thoughts on Lasse 


Viren, the double gold-medal- 
list at the last two bdr ine 
and the rumours of blood- 
doping? © 

Viren has everybody over a 
barrel because he’s the greatest 
tactician, and not for any other 
reason. They're all up to some 
medico gimmick these days, but 
Y’ve never seen a UFO and 
I’ve never known of any blood 
doping.” 

How about amateurism, and the 
so - called sham’- amateurs? 
“Amateurism never existed, at 
the top, in my time, and it cer- 
tainly doesn’t now. I: can re- 
call one star getting £1,000, 
under the counter, but I didn’t, 
because I was a mug—l just 
wanted to run. 

“T now know of one runner who 
got £20,000 for a race last year, 
and there’s another athlete on 
25,000 Americans dollars a year 
as a retainer from a running 
shoe firm.” 


Equal chance 


Should athletics follow other 
sports and become Open? 

“The Eastern Bloc countries 
would never agree because 
then the West would have an 
equal chance, The! Eastern 
athletes already enjoy all the 
advantages of professionalism 
—facilities, unlimited time off 
for training, rewards of one 
sort or another. 

The top group of West athletes 
are being looked after now, but 
the majority still -carry a 


handicap.” 

What are your thoughts on 
Sebastian. Coe and Steve 
Ovett? ‘Fantastic runners. 


They are managing to do things 
their own. way, too, despite 
the problems British officials 
can put in an athlete's way 


Pirie today . .. longer 
hair but still as. deter- 
mined as ever. © 


telling you where and when to 
run, for instance. : 

“You are in amateur but they 
treat. you like an .employee. 
To get your best results, you 
have to be a free agent.” 

If. you had your time again, 
would you make it different? 
“Yes. 1 ran too many'races. As 
an animal, man is competitive, 
but you have to curb it — as 
Ovett and Coe are sensibly 


doing — to get your highest 


results.” 


Would you be less’ of a fire- | 


brand?“ Not at all. ’m a bail 
of fire as a character, and you 
have to have that to win. Now 
I’m a coach in New Zealand, 
and. I'm firing. my runners up. 
Coaching is 60 per cent. psycho- 
logical.” 

Our interview over. Gordon Pirie 
loped off into the distance “on 
his. daily running stint, The 
passion he still undoubteriv 
has is producin® winners for 
New. Zealand, What. a_pitv he 
seems to be lost to British 
athletics! 


SS -mseeed 


WHEN LONDON last staged 
the Olympic Games in 1948, it 
introduced to the world a 

zechoslovak runner named 
Emil Zatopek, who with an 
apparently agonising running 
style, but an insatiable appetite 
for world records and Olympic 
gold medals, soon became a 


| living legend in athletics. 


Next Sunday the great 
Czech, above, who is now 65, 
returns to London for the 10th 
edition of Britain’s biggest 
running event, the Sunday 
Times National Fun Run in 
Hyde Park, starting at 10am. 

Emil will be guest starter for 
the men’s and women’s 60- 
and-over event at 3pm — in 


| which he himself would have 


| taken part but for illness, 


| which brought his own run- 


ning to a halt last year. 
Among the 245 entrants in 
this star event are two other 
veterans of the 1948 Games, 
Herman Goffberg, an Ameri- 
can who ran against Zatopek 
in the 10,000 metres, and Jack 
Braughton, who was Britain’s 
3,000 metres steeplechase man 


| in those days. 


Also in the field is the event’s 
oldest entrant, 81-year-old 
Will Chapman from 
Borehamwood. The oldest fe- 
male entrant is 78-year-old Ja- 
net Chisholm from Liverpool. 
For what the Fun Run repre- 
sents, of course, is a much 


Zatopek out 


pudletions 
Ad 


NATIONAL 


wider interest in running — 
embracing people of all ages 
and abilities — than in the days 
when Zatopek was king of the 
track. 


Dramatically illustrating 
that point, London-based 
correspondents of the Soviet 
news agency Tass will report 
on this year’s event as partici- 
pants. 


Their entry owes much to 
Jill Smithies, a secretary at the 
agency’s London bureau and a- 
veteran of the Fun Run, having 
for the last four years entered a 
team representing the high-IQ 
Society, Mensa. She told the 
newsmen that the Mensa Mas- 
ochists were just one of many 
hundreds of teams taking part, 
most of whom had no claim to 
be athletes, with each team 


for fun.. 


member ruftning within his or | 
her own age group.. 
Accordingly, the correspon- 
dents Igor Peskov and Andrei | 
Biryukov were encouraged to | 
add their respective wives and | 
daughters and make up a team | 
with the arresting title of The | 
Russians Are Coming. 


Mr Peskov will also be send- 
ing home a feature report on 
the Fun Run. Modesty may 
forbid him from giving his own 
placing among the 1,321 start- 
ers in the men’s 33-35 event, or 
his colleague's position among 
the 1,705 entrants in the 30-32 
age group. 

Mr Peskov says that he is 
“eager to learn about all as- 
pects of British life”, which in- 
cludes a curiosity about the 
Briton’s traditional enthu- 
siasm for exercise. And he will 
learn more when, next Friday, 
he and Mr Biryukov work out 
with Lizzie Webb, TV-am’s 
exercise expert — the culmina- 
tion of a week in which the 
programme is encouraging 
celebrity Fun Run participants 
to warm-up. 

They will be joined in the 
event by teams from business, 
schools, government offices, 
Sports clubs, villages and pubs 
— 2,735 groups in all from ev- 
ery walk of life. 


Norman Harris 
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@ HE'S A FEARLESS FANATIC 


and criticised. Gordon 


ROPPED, banned 
D Pirie could hardly be in more trouble. 


Yet, unrepentant and convinced he’s 
had a raw deal, the turbulent breaker of five 
world records is training hard for a- triumphant 


farewell appearance 


characteristic frankness. 

What. a complex, complicated 
individual this man is. 

fn 10 years as a world class 
athlete Gordon has quarrelied, 
criticised, and spoken his 
mind. — Colleagues, officials, 
Press and  promoters—none 
has escaped. 

Does this then mean. that 
he’s thoroughly unpleasant 
and unpopular ? 

Not a bit. Why even Jack 
Crump, despite his recent 
heated encounter with Gordon, 
would probably agree: “ He's 
a bit difficult at times but 
really a good chap at heart.” 
But liking him, loathing 
him, or just—writing him off 
as an eccentric, can’t alter the 
fact that Gordon Pirie has 
done more: for British ath- 
letics than any other single 


* person. 


INSPIRATION 

1S~ fanatical approach’ to 

training perpletely revolu- 

__tionised middle and long 
distance running in this 
country. His’ name and per- 
formances. have inspired 
youngsters throughout the 
United Kingdom. -And_ he’s 
brought thousands of pounds 
through the turnstiles. 

.But, having said all this, 1 
don’t fall. for any of the old 
malarkey about the sacrifices 
he’s made for the sport! 

Anything he’s given up for 
athletics has been for purely 
personal reasons, aimed - to 
further the cause of Douglas 
Alistair Gordon Pirie. 

For the past five years he 
has been without a regular 
job. Only of. course because 
he did not want one. With his 
wife Shirley, a former inter- 
national sprinter, he has 
travelled the world. 

How has he done it ? Mainly 
by shrewd acceptances of ath- 
letics invitations and using his 
international contacts. 


in the News of the - 
World-sponsored England v. Russia match at f 
the White City, London, on Sept. 19 and 20. 
“It’s the least 1 can do for the British public wh 
have supported me so loyally for so many years,” he 


said. ‘ Besides, it won’t do me any harm to finish 
my career in a blaze of publicity,” he added with 


THIS 
MAN 


PIRIE 


He has turned his back on | 


first-class business oppor- 
tunities to become a world- 
wide traveller and to run more 
or less just when and where 
he pleased, © ‘ 
,, And he has no regrets. But 
the fact remains that at 30 
vears of age he- has no job, 
no home, and precious tittle 
money in the bank. 


LATE ARRIVAL 


ORDON was sacked from 
the international matches 
against West Germany and 

Poland and had his permission 
fo run in Scandinavia with- 
drawn because of his fate 
arrival in Dortmund from 
pistes 

© reported at 1 p.m. on the 

day of the match instead of the 
Previous night, 

That was baa enough, but 
officials were furious when it 
Was discovered that he’d run in 
Stockhoim the previous night— 
his third race that week. But 
let's hope all controversy wili 


be forgotten when Gordon 
anally hangs up his spikes t’iis 
month, : 

Nothin would be more 
fitting than for him to 80 
out in a blaze of giory with 
record breaking efforts against 
the Russians. 

Good luck Gordon! 


DOUG WILSON 


62—THURSDAY, 3 SEPTEMBER, 1987 


SPORT 


COMPARED with those of golf, tennis, football and 
especially cricket, yesterday’s heroes of track and field 
do not get much recognition. 

But the Italian organisers of these ultra-modern World 
Championships, with that endearing national capacity for 


becoming all heart, just when 
they have been driving -you 
mad, have brought. the past 
back to us. 

More than two score of the 
greatest athletics champions 
and record breakers of all 
time have been in Rome this 
week, invited to celebrate the 
75th anniversary of the In- 
ternational Amateur Athletic 
Federation and remember the 
days when they were young 
and unbeatable. 

Where this reporter was 
fresh-faced, too, cheering on 
Fanny Blankers-Koen, the fly- 
ing Dutchwoman, over the 
hurdles, and “ hustling Herb” 
McKenley round the track at 
the 1948 Wembley Olympics. 


Sitting next to me at a gala 
evening was the ever boyish 
Emil Zatopek, winner of the 
5000 and 10,000 metres and 
marathon at the 1952 olym- 
pics. 


Immortal 


“So many here from the 
family of sport ’’ said Emil as 
he waved at New Zealand’s 
Peter Snell, middle distance 
record-breaker and ap- 
plauded immortal Americans 
like shot putter Pagch 
O’Brien and sprinter Bob 
Hayes. 

It was Zatopek who will tell 
you of his most valuable 
memory of the 1948 London 
Olympics where he won the 
10,000 metres gold. 


“After all the killing and 
starvation of the second 
World War, I was so moved 
that the world had come 
together in peace that I de- 
cided I must take part in the 
opening parade of the na- 
tions,” he said. 


My officials in our team 
from Czechoslovakia had 
forbidden me to do this. They 


wanted me to rest in the. 


village, away from Wembley, 
because I would be racing the 
next day. 


“But on the big day I hid 
amongst our team as we 
marched into the stadium and 
they did not discover me until 
we were almost opposite the 
biggest part of the crowd. 


heads the 
olden 
oldie - 


parade 


NEIL ALLEN reports frem Rome 


“mil, Emil’ they called. 
‘You must not be here.’ I said 
to them, very strong, ‘Be 
quiet, The King George is 
looking at us’.” 

Mere ‘youngsters’, like our 
Olympic winners,: Lynn Da- 
vies and Mary Peters, have 
been here, too, marvelling 
that the company should 
include Kitei Son, the 1936 
Olympic Marathon. winner, 
and Cornelius Warmerdam, 
pre-war pole vault record- 
breaker when you sailed up 
high on mere bamboo rather 
than scientifically tested fibre 
glass. 

Sitting at the poolside bar ot 
the Rome Hilton, a pre-war 
100 yards AA.A. champion 
from Hungary named Jozsef 
Sir talks about the good old 
days at the White City (“They 
tell me it is now just a 


super-market there”) and his 
own pleasure at the historic 
get-together. 


“Such a joy for me, to share 
a beer with Dick Fosbury and 
hear how he personally inven- 
ted. that marvellous “flop” 
style of high jumping, experi- 
menting at first in water 
because it was too dangerous 
in the old landing pits,” he 
said. 


Doubled 


Still a sprinted at heart, 
veteran LA.A-F. official Sir 
looks forward, hoping the 
federation will spend some of 
its 20 million dollars invest- 
ment as soon as possible. on 
the less developed nations 


Emil Zatopek pictured 
in his prime in London, 
leading British athletes 

Gordon Pirie and 

Derek Ibbotson around 
the White City track— 

and as he is today. 


where so much vibrant sports 
talent needs simple athletic 
facilities. 

Looking forward, too, as he 
climbs the steep steps tow- 
ards his seat.in the Olympic 
Stadium stand, is an elderly 
American gentleman. He tells 
me he missed competing in 
the 400 metres in the 1928 
Olympics only because he 
could not afford the train fare 
to the final U.S. Olympic 
trials. 


“Now you take care,” warns 
his wife. “Don’t forget that 
three years ago, with that 
heart of yours, the doctors 
said you would never walk 


“T’m O.K., honey,” responds 
the athlete of half a century 
gone. “These legs of mine are 
still good enough to get me 
there in time for the starter’s 


unusual in an athlete. One prominent runner 
says: “Gordon is one of the few - Englishmen 
who really has wakened up to the fact that 
international athletics today is not so much a 
matey Victor Ludorum club as a blood sport.’’ 

In one three thousand metres race on the 
Continent last year, Pirie was ready to take 
the lead but found himself bunched. “Two or 
three strides and I could have been away. These 
boys knew they were blocking me, but did 
nothing about it. Finally, I just went straight 
through them. One went flying.’’ 

Pirie allows nothing to interfere with his 
development as a runner. Training one dark 
night on the Farthing Downs near his home at 
Coulsdon, Surrey, he tripped over an ant-hill and 
tore a tendon in his right foot. Next morning, 
he telephoned a county council official and asked 
whether the ant-hills could be cleared. “I was 
asked who I thought I was,’’ says Pirie. That 
night he collected a spade from his father’s 
garden and dug out every ant-hill on his path. 

Until recently, he often rolled and raked a 
local track to enable him to do his nightly train- 
ing runs. At least two sports columnists have 
had to run alongside Pirie to get brief interviews 
because he would not break his training routine; 
he usually excuses himself from the junketings 
that follow international sports meetings pre- 
ferring to be in bed by nine. 

On the coldest night this year’he did his usual 
work-out wearing a singlet, a football jersey, a 
sweater, a French woollen track-suit top, a 
waterproof jacket, track-suit trousers, mittens 
and woollen socks. “I was soon soaking with 
sweat."’ Only fog, his worst enemy, has cut 
his programme—it was so thick one night last 
winter that he returned home after only a few 
minutes’ jog-trotting. 

He has an easy running style with an 
economical shrugging action fashionable among 
Continental athletes. He accelerates with a long, 
loping stride geared to his breathing, taking 
in air when his left foot touches the ground. 
As he breathes out he puffs his cheeks like 
bellows. “It’s easy enough to get air into the 
lungs,’’ he says. “The trouble is that the heart 
can’t pump it into the muscles fast enough.’’ By 


normal standards, Pirie's heart is big. It was 
photographed. in. repose. and again when he 
had worked a cycling machine to an equivalent 
of six miles on the track. The results so sur- 
prised doctors and trainers at Freiburg Univer- 
sity that they said Pirie had the “heart of the 
century.’’ Its movements are scarcely discernible 
while he is stationary—and it has plenty of 
power in reserve. , 


Trains To Toughen His Heart 

Pirie’s training schedule is aimed chiefly at 
increasing the power of his heart. His three- 
hour daily effort usually begins with an hour’s 
warming-up, followed by seven and a half miles 
of running in which he covers specified distances 
in equal times. Shorter distances are done 
twenty-five times or more. “Before the end,’’ 
says Pirie, “you don’t feel like it at all.’’ 
~ Each session usually involves twenty to 
twenty-five miles running. He then writes a 
letter to his German coach, Woldemar Gerschler, 
to report his times, physical and mental re- 
actions—and even the weather. 

He is finicky about injuries. “Most athletes 
ignore slight damages and only report them 
when it’s almost too late,’’ says Mick Mays, 
Amateur Athletic Association masseur. “Gordon 
isn’t like that. If the slightest thing goes wrong 
he comes to me. looking as if he’s got all the 
world’s troubles on his shoulders.’’ On one 
occasion he called on Mays to examine a foot 
injury at eleven o’clock at night. 

The youngest of three sons of Alick .and 
Martha Pirie, Gordon was: born in Leeds, where 
he had an early glimpse of athletics through 
his father, a useful distance runner. At three, 
Gordon tried lapping the track with his father. 
But he was ten, he claims, before he really 


became aware of the sport. At Purley Grammar | 


School, Gordon and his classmates had the 
option one afternoon of doing normal lessons or 
going on a cross-country run. The run did not 
greatly appeal, but the boy chose it—and won. 
Soon he was winning by habit. 

He joined the South London Harriers at 
thirteen, and two years later was the club youth 
champion. He set up a school high jump record 


and in 1947, running for the Air Training Corps, 
won the national junior mile with a record time 
of four minutes forty-two seconds—a time that 
he can do today for every one of six miles. 

By 1949, Pirie was in the R.A.F.—determined 
to keep up his training: An n.c.o. once made 
him run in heavy service boots. It seemed good 
for building up endurance—and Pirie included 
running-in-boots in his training routine. In 1950 
he won the southern junior cross-country cham- 
pionship, and in another cross-country event got 
his first “stitch” since his early schoolboy 
efforts. New shorts with tight elastic choked 
his middle—and he came in twentieth, 

Pirie was accepted now. He won the Amateur 
Athletic Association's six-mile with a British 
record which stood for only a fortnight. In a 
year he ran eleven one-mile races, winning all 
but two, Then, last July, he became an inter- 
national figure by breaking the six-mile world 
record in a time of 28 minutes 19.4 seconds. 
(Zatopek later took it from him.) © 


Café Customers Pull His Leg 


On the Monday after his record run he went 
to lunch as usual at the market-traders’ café he 
uses in Croydon. The centre table was set out 
with an iced cake, and the proprietor cooked 
Pirie a special fillet steak. 

Normally solemn-faced, Pirie reveals a strong 
sense of humour among the leg-pulling stall- 
holders, bus drivers and clerks in the café. Re- 
cently a diner started complaining loudly about 
some obstruction under his table. When every- 
one was listening, he made a show of looking 
under the table, then observed: “It’s Gordon’s 
legs.’’ Pirie was sitting about twenty feet away. 

A hearty eater, Pirie often startles acquaint- 
ances with his appetite. He never touches food 
immediately before a race, but at all other times 
he seems hungry. Often, in the middle of the 
night, he wakes up hungry. On a recent Sun- 
day morning he awoke at 4.30, went: downstairs 
and had a meal of bread, honey, peanut butter 


and milk. To those who watch Pirie’s interests, 


his appetite is encouraging. “He needs all the 
energy food. can give him,’’ says Mick Mays. 
“He knows he has the energy and it gives him 
confidence,’’ - es ue 

In fact, Pirie’s confidence can be staggering— 
“he has an over-riding faith in the inevitability 
of victory,’’ according to-one famous A.A.A. 
official, Immediately after Pirie had been beaten 
in a three thousand metres run in France last 
year by Gaston Reiff, a Belgian, team manager 
Jack Crump pointed out that Reiff had pulled 
it off by a tremendous middle lap. Pirie is often 
criticized as a one-pace runner, and on'this occa- 
sion Crump said that until he could learn to 
match Reiff’s change of speed in the middle of 
a ‘race the Belgian would always win. Pirie 
listened solemnly, then ‘said: “I'll beat him 
next time.’’ At the White City, London, some 
weeks later, he did. 


Ran Against Mile Champions 


His icy confidence did not desert him when 
he ran last August in a race billed as “the mile 
of the century.’’ Among the top milers running 
were Wes Santee, of America, and Chris Chat- 
away. Pirie, who had been concentrating on 
longer distances, was not given much of a chance 
against such a field. Before the start of the 
race an elaborate souvenir book tracing the story 
of the mile event was circulated to the runners 
for théir signatures, opened at a blank double 
page. Ronald Bacchus, an official, handed the 
book to Pirie ‘and indicated where he should 
sign—on the left-hand page. Pirie wrote his 
name, and was about to sign a.second time on 
the opposite page when Bacchus explained that 
it was reserved for the winner’s name. 

“TI may as well sign now,’’ said Pirie. Bacchus 
found it hard to stop him. Later, however, he 
accepted Pirie’s second signature. The man who 
is always in a hurry had won “the mile of the 
century” in 4 minutes 6.8 seconds. THE END 


